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THE SURVEY OF THE COAST OF NoRTH-WeST AmERICA. 
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• 0 « AFTER I. 

Leave the coajl of New Albion — Arrive off the eajl point of Owhyhee — Exa- 
vune Whyeatea bay — Vifited by Tamaahmaah — Proceed to Tiarakakooa bay 
— TranfaSlions there — Departure of the Daedalus for New South Wales* 


KJ U R' piegKefe.from the coaft of New Albion, ftill attended with light « 793 - 

variable winds, was fo flow, that at noon of the 15th the fhores were ' — 

yet in fight, bearing from n. 17 e. to s. 69E.; the former, being the 
neareft, was diftarft* 7 leagues ; the obferved latitude was 30® 14', longi- 
. tude 243* 57i'. 

In the afternoon, the wind blew a moderate gale at w. n.w., which 
brought us by day-light the next morning within fight of the ifland of MoniUv 16 ' 
Guadaloupe. "/lus ifland is compofed of high nak^ rocky mountains ; 

IS about thirteen miles long, nearly in a liorih and fouth direftion, 
with two rocky iflets ; one lying vi^. s.w., at the diflance of half a league : 

Vo I.. III. B the • 
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^* 793 * the Other lyinff fouth, two miles from its fouth point, which is fituated 

' in latitude 28“ 54', longitude 241” 30'. The wind at n. w. continued to 

blow a '|>lcafant gale with fair weather until midnight; but.atthis time it 
veered round, and fettled in the north-eall trade. Our diftance was now 
about 75 leagues from the coaft, and it is probable the north-well winds 
do not extend far beyond that limit, as the wind that fucceeded continued 
without calms, or other interruptions, between the n. k. and e. n. e., 
blowing a Heady, gentle, and plcafant gale. 

Sunday aa. On the 22d, in latitude 23® 23', longitude 234°'37\ the variation of 
the compafs was 7“ caftwardly ; here we had thirty hours calm, after 
' which we had a gentle breeze from the N. E.; this as we proceeded was 
attended firll by cloudy and gloomy weather, and afterw'ards with rain, 
Wednef. 25. and fudden gulls or flurries of wind. On the 25th, a tropic bird was 
feen, and a common gull that appeared to be much fatigued, and in- 
clined to alight on board. 

• This very unpleafarit weather, limilar to that which we had experi- 
enced in this neighbourhood about the conclulion of lall January, Hill 
Sunday 29. Continued; and on the 29th, in latitude longitude 231“ 58', the 

wind, after veering to the s. e., became light, and, like die weather, was 
very unfettled, We were now palfing the fpot alTigncd to ihc los Majos 
ifles, at the dillance of a few miles only to the fouthward of our former 
track; but we perceived no one circumllance that indicated the vicinity 
of land. 


Tuerday 31, 

170.1. 

Jaimiiry. 


Moaclay 6. 


Tuefday 7, 


On the gill, the wind feemed to be fixed in the northern quarter, but 
the atmofphore was Hill very unpleafant, and the .gloOrsy ''’cather was 
now accompanied by much rain. On the 3d of January, in latitude tS'’ 
34', lonjriiLide 213“ 32', a very heavy fwell rolled from diefJ.w., and 
the wind .-in that dire6lion was light, with alternate calms, attended by 
foggy or dark hazy weather until the 6th, when in latitude 19" 19'^ Ion-, 
gitude 208® 48', we had a few hours of fair* and pleafant weather; this was 
again fucceeded by the fame gloomy atmofphere that we had experienced 
during the greater part of this paflage, and the wintr continued to be 
very variable between thfe n. w. apd s. s. w. In the afternoon of the 
following day the weather was more favorable, and the wind from the 

nortliward 
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northward fettled in the n. e ; to this we fpread all our canvafs in the ’ 

. • January. 

cxpe6lation of feeing the ifland of Owhyliee at day-liglu .the next morn- 
ing. The wi^id however flackened during the night, and the jveather 
being dark and gloomy, it was not until about nine o’clock in the fore- "’’eJner. 
noon that Mowna-kaali was difeovered fliewing his hoary head above the 
clouds, bearing by compafs w. s. ; but the haze and mill with which 
the diftrift of Aheedo was inveloped, prevented our difeerning the fliores. 

The obferved latitude at noon was 19*52'; at this time the eaft end of 
Owhyhee bore by corapals s. 52 w., at the dillance of 10 leagues, by 
which it appeared, that Arnold’s chronometer. No. i/j, had erred in lon- 
gitude fince our departure from the coaft of New Albion 27'; his No. 

1765 21'; Kendall’s, 52'; and the dead reckoning ^o' ; all being to the 
cattward of the truth. This error has however been corre6led, in alTign- 
ing the feveral fituations during this paffage. 

We ftood for the land until fun-fet, when being widiin 2 leagues of 
die fhore, we employed the night in preferving our ftation off that'>parl 
of the coaft, where we expefted to find the harbour or bay of W’^hyeatea; 
in queft of which I'Tiifpatuhcd Mr. Whidbey in the cutter the next 
morning, attended by a boat from the Chatham, and another from die Tuefday 9. 
Daedalus, all well armed. The appearance of the fliores did not feem 
much in favor of our findkig a more eligible fituadon here than at Ka- 
rakakooa, for accomplilhing our feveral purpofes ; notwitliftanding the 
reprefentation that had been made to us of its being very commodious. 

The bo^Ls had fcarcely departed when fome of the natives came off 
in their '^caQfle«?^J)ut, owing to a very heavy fwell from ilje northward, 
they could bring us but few refrcftiments. As foon as they underftood 
who we ■’tfere, they told us that TamaahnmJi, with feveral of <lie prin- 
cipal chiefs, were^icn on fliore waiting in expe 61 ation of our arrival; 
and then imtnediatcly made the beft of their way towards the fhore, pro- 
claiming our return to their country with fhouts, apparently of great joy 
and gladnefs. 

About, ten in'* the forenoon we were honored with die prefence of 
the king, with hLs ufual confidence and cheerful difpofuion. It was 
impoflible to miftake the liappibefs he expreffed on feeing us again, 

B 2 which , 
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jinlar^ which fecmed to be greatly infcreafed by his meeting us at this, his moft 

— Lf favorite part of. the ifland; where lie hoped we fhould be able tore- 

main Pome time, to take the benefits arifing from its fertility ; which, 
from the appearance of the neighbouring fhores, feemed *to promife an 
abundant fupply of the various refrcfhments* thefe countries are known to 
produce. 

Tamaahmaah had noticed the boats in their way to the ftiore, and 
trufted they would return with a favorable report; which he, as well as 
ourfclves, anxioufly waited for until five in the evening. Mr. Whidbey 
now informed .me, that during the pr^^lence of the foutherly winds, in 
the more advanced part of the fpring feafon, Whyeatea might probably 
be found a tolerably fecure and convenient place, as the land formed a 
deep bay, which was additionally Iheltcred by a reef lying off its fouth- 
eaft point, with foundings from’ 25 to 6 fathoms, clear iandy' bottom; at 
lead as ^ar as his examination had extended. This had not been very 
mintite, as the bay was intirely expofed to the northerly winds, which 
then blew very ftrong; and being attended with a heavy fea from that 
quarter, rendered any attempt to land fkwST oUr boats imprafticable. 
On this report I determined to proceed to Karakakooa, as that bay 
was indrfputably at this time the rtioft fecure and convenient port for 
(hipping of arty in tlie Sandwich iflands. • 

. My intention was direflly made known to Tamaahmaah, and I requefl- 
ed that he Vould give us the pleafure of his company thither; well 
knowing that his influence over the inferior chiefs and the people would 
be attended with the moft defirable conlequences, in ptPfiy^ving the har- 
mony and good underftanding that already fo happily exifted. He did 
not however feem much inclined to accept my invitation, Or to give 
me a pofitive anlwer; but requefted, that the veflefs finght remain fome 
days in this neighbourhood, to avail ourfelves of the ample fupply of 
refrefhments that might be procured here, before we proceeded to any 
other part of the ifland ; adding, that he would remain with us to fee this 
bulinefs properly performed. 

I was by no means difpofed to apccde to the wifties of the king, nor 
\ras I fatisfied with the arrangement he* had propofed. 


The 
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The veflels ha vine been driven far to leeward on the mominff of the >794* 

^ ^ • January# 

loth, and the wind then blowing flrong from the northward; attend^ 
with a very heaj/y fea, I pointed out and explained to Tamaahviaqji, the 
great improbability of our being able to comply with his defires, and the 
needfity of our proceeding without delay to fome place of fecure ancho- 
rage, for the purpofe of refitting; renewing at the fame time and in the 
llrongeft terms, my folicitations for his company. I did not fail to en- 
force how important his prefence would neceflarily be, not only to us 
for whom he had repeatedly exprefled the greateft refpefl; and friend- 
fliip, but alfo to the welfare of his o#h fubjefts. He readily acknowledged 
the propriety of my obfervatiows, and- how much he was inclined to 
adopt the meafure I had propofed ; but he now avowed that he could 
.not accompany us, as the taboo appertaining to the feftival of the new 
year demanded his continuance for a certain period, within the limits 
of the diltrift in which thefe ceremonies had commenced. The t.ime of 
interdiftion was not yet expired, and it was not polfible he could ablent , 
himfclf without the particular fanftion of the priells. To obtain this 
indulgence, he confidefed his«^refence to be indifpenfibly neceflary 
on fhore at the morai. Aware of the fuperior influence poflefled by 
the priefthood, and of the drift adherence of all ranks to their fuper- 
ftitions, I fufpe^ied that *Ta7mahm<iaJi went on.lhorethey would not 
((allow him to return ; for this reafon I recommended, that one of- the 
chiefs in his fuite fhould repair thither, and make k'hown^ the king’s 
pleafure. But as this propofal did not feem to meet his ideas, or to be 
confonan/to l.vue^wiflies, I refolved not to detain him contrary to his 
own freewill and inclination,, or by any other means than thofe of per- 
fuafion, '^et as I confidered his attendance to be an obje6l of too much 
importance to be^eaidily relinquilhed, I had recourfe to a fort of ar- 
tifice, fhat I had reafon to believe would anfwer my purpofe by its ope- 
ration on his feelings. I defifted from all importunities, and attributed 
his declining my invitation to a coolnefs and a relaxation in the friend- 
fhip he had,fi:)rmcrry Ihewn, and pretended to entertain; and I ftated, that 
I had no doubt of foon finding amongfl the other iflands fome chief, 

2 * whole 
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whoie afliftancc, proteflion, and authority, would on all occafions be 
readily afforded. 

Tdmmhnmh had always been accuftomed to attend ./3ur meals, and 
breakfaft in paj-ticular he was cxyemely fond of partaking with us; 
hut under the reproach he had juft received, of a want of friendftiip, no 
folicitation could prevail on him to accept of any thing at table ; he fat 
in a filent thoughtful mood, his fenfibility was probed to the quick, and 
his generous heart, which continued to entertain the warmeft friendftiip 
and regard, not only for me but for every one in our little community, 
yielded to opr wifties ; though at th^'rifle of incurring the .difpleal'ure of 
the priefts, by an unprecedented breach of their religious rites. At 
length he determined, that his half brother Crymamahoo Ihould be fent to 
the priefts, to communicate his intentions of accompanying us. On my 
faying, that this refolution made me very happy, and met my hearty 
concurrence, he replied, that I had treated him unkindly in fufpefting 
that his friendftiip was abated, for that it remained unlhaken, as his fu- 
ture condud would demonftrate ; but that he confidered himfelf to be 
the laft perfon in his dominions who''®wgjlit*lD‘ violate the eftabliftied 
laws, and the regulations of the country which he governed. 

Our little difference being thus amicably adjufted, he ate a hearty break- 
faft ; .and having given his brother the neceffary inftru6lions for governing 
this part of the ifland during his abfence, in which bufinefs they wer« 
occupied tuv hour, Crymamahoo was difmiffed, and direfted to return with 
all convenient fpeed to communicate the anfwer of the priefts. 

Thoroughly convinced of the purity of TawaaAw^iJiw&^iJriehdly Inten- 
tions, I had receded from my former determination with refpe^ to him, 
or any^fher of the chiefs, fleeping on board the ftiip. Our pajty now con- 
fifted of feven chiefs, three of whom were accompanied by their favorite 
females; but the king’s confort, was not of the qumber. 

As (he had never failed in her attendance on him, the caufe of her ab- 
fence became a fubjeft of inquiry; and I had the mortification of under- 
ftanding that a feparation had taken place, in confeqiienceipf its having 

been 
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been reported, that too great an intimacy had fubfifted between her and 
Tianna. 

lunderfliood from the king’s attendants, that the infidelity of the queen 
was by no means certain ; and as I well knew the recipr9cal affeftion of 
this royal pair, and as (he was then refiding with her father at, or in the 
neighbourhood of Karakakooa, I thought it a charitable office, to make 
a tender of my endeavours for the purpofe of bringing about a reconci- 
liation. In reply to this obtrufion of my fervices, Tamaahmaah expreffed 
his thanks ; and allured me, that he (hould be always happy to re- 
ceive any advice on Hate affairs, orliny public matters, cfpecially where 
peace or war might be concerned; but that fuch difterences as might 
occur in, or refpeft, his domeftic happinefs, he confidered to be totally out 
of my province. This rebuff I lilently fuftained ; cheriffiing tlie hope that 
the period would arrive, when I ffiould be able to prevail on him to en- 
tertain a different opinion. , 

The wind from the northward, attended with a very heavy fea, redu- • 
ced us to our clofe-reefed topfails, and as we flood in ffiore in the after- 
noon a very flrong curittrl eridesttly preffed us to leeward. The appear- 
ance of the weather indicating no favorable or early change, there was 
little probability of our foon feeing Crymamahoo, or any of the inhabi- 
tants of Aheedoo ; this induced tlie king to call his whole retinu^ toge- 
ther, both male and female, in order to take their advice as to his pro- 
ceeding, without firft receiving the religious affent he'i»d-'difpatcK«l 
Crymamahoo to obtai’n. The refult of their deliberations was, a unani- 
mous opinion tfiait^die priefts would, on a certainty, accede tg his tvifhes. 
This had^ceu undoubtedly the previous fentiment of the king, or he would 
not have ihl^u6led his brother, in the manner he had done, ho\V4o con- 
dufl himfelf during |jjfls abfence. 

Although I carncftly wifhed to avoid being the caufe of endangering 
his popularity, yet I was fo anxioufly defirous of his company, that T 
did not hcfitate a moment in giving my hearty concurrence to this deter- 
mination, in^ order** that we might make the befl of our way to Karaka- 
kooa. 


Our 
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. Our courfe vras now dire£led round the eaft point of the ifland, along 
it? fouth-eaft -fide ; we made a tolerably good progrefs ; and as we paffcd 
the diftri£i of Opoona, On the morning of the nth, the weather being 
very clear and*plea(ant, we had a ipoft excellent view bf Mowna Roa’s 
fnowy fummit, and the range of lower hills that e:?ctend towards the eaft 
end of Owhyhee. From the tops of thefe, about the middle of the de- 
fcending ridge, feveral columns of fmolte were feen to afcend, which 
Taviaakmaah, and the reft of our friends faid^ were occafioned by the 
fi.ibterranean fires that frequently broke out in violent eruptions, caufing 
amongft the natives fuch a multiplicity of fuperftitious notions, as to give 
rife to a religious order of perfons, 'sfrho perform volcanic rites ; confift- 
itig of various Ikcrifices of the different produftions of the country, for 
the purpofe of appeafing the wrath of the enraged demon. 

On approaching the fhores of the diftrift of Kaoo, we were met by 
feveiul of the inhabitants, bringing in their canoes fome refreftiments and 
other produfbions of the country. Thofe who firft approached us feemed 
to be much furprized, and many of them were not a little alarmed at 
feeing their king on board; inquirin^'^th "great earneftnefs, whether 
his being there; and having broken the taboo, was by his own choice, 
or by compnifion. On being aflurcd by all prefent that Tamaahmaah, 
and the reft of the chiefs, were under no reftraint whatever, but were 
^.^companying ^ us by their own free will, they became perfeflly fa- 
tisficd ;* and'appeared to be equally fo on underftanding, that it wais 
the king’s pleafure, that the hogs and vegetables they had ^brought off 
ftiould be delivered onboard, without their receiving a'tfyequivalent in re- 
turn ; nor could we, without giving Tamaahmaah ferious offence, have 
infringed this order, which feemed to be very cheerfully Complied with 
on the part of his fubjefls ; and, in the courfe Tlif the forenoon, the 
veflels procured a fufficient ftipply for their prefent confumption. Whe- 
ther the king accounted with thefe people afterwards for the value of 
their property thus difpofed of, or not, I could not^rightly underftand ; 
but from the great good humour with which they complied *^with the royal 
order, and from fome converfation with one of the king’s attendants, re- 

fpefting 
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fpeSing the value of the refrcfhments fo delivered, I had reafon to be- 
lieve that a compenfation would be alioWed to tliem. 

Shortly after gioon we were oppofite the fouth point of the ifland > and, 
as a report had been circulated that clofc round, on hs wellern fide, 
good anchorage and^ excellent dhelter had been found, (though it had 
efcaped the notice of Captain Cook) Mr. Whidbey was difpatched in the 
cutter, in order to afcertain the truth of this alTertion, which was foon 
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proved to be void of foundation ; for although a llrong wellcrly gale pre- 
vented Mr. Whidbey from making a very minute examination, yet he clear- 
ly difcovered that the Ihores were nearly .ftraight, ajid cxpofcd to a moll 
tremendous. furf, that broke tvith Rich fury as to render landing, if not 
impoffible, highly dangerous, even to thole of the inhabitants who are 

paofl: expert in the management of their canoes. 

The wind continued to blow very llrong between well and n.w. 
until the morning of die i2th; when it became variable, and allowed us 
to make but a very flow progrefs towards Karakakooa. Tamaahmmih 
being very anxious that we ftiould gain the place of our deftination, went 
on fliore for the purpofe of placing lights to conduft us in the evening 
to our former anchorage ; where, about ten the following night we an- 
chored near an American brig, named the Lady Wafliington, command- 
ed by Mr. John Kendrick, • , 

As we worked into the bay many of the inhabitants were aflembled on 
the Ihorcs, who announced their congratulations by fh'oufei-e^joy^QS, "on 
our different tacks, we approached the fliore.s of the neighbouring villages. 
At this late houi>many. of our former friends, particularly of the fair fex, 
loll no lime in teftifying the fmcerity of the public fentiment in our fa- 
vour. Yoitfig and Davis we had likewife the pleafure of lindiH^ in the 
exercife of thofe ju^cious principles they had fo wifely adopted, and by 
dieir e.\amplc anji'advice had fo uniformly been carried into elfefl. The 
great propriety with which they had conduced themfelves, had tended 
in a high degree to the comfort and happinefs of thefe people, to the 
gratification 'of their own feelings, and to a pre-eminence in the good 
opinion of the king, that had intitlcd them to his warmeft afleClions. 
The fame fort of cfteeni and regard, we under flood, was fliewu to 
VoL. III. C them, 
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them, if not by all, at Icaft by the well-difi^ofed inhabitants of the 
ifland. 

Thp Difcovery was fecured nearly in her former ftatioji on the follow- 
ing morning ; and the Chatham and Daedalus were difpofcd of in the 
moll convenient manner for carrying into execution the refpeflive fer- 
vices that each had to perform. 

Mr. Kendrick had been here about fix weeks, and it was with infinite 
pleai'ure we underllood, that during that time he had not only been li- 
berally fupplied by the inhabitants of the ifland with its feveral pro- 
duflions, but that the fame orderly, and civil behaviour had been ob- 
ferved towai'ds liim, which we had -experienced on our former vifit ; 
and which tve had e\’ery reafon to expeii would be continued, from the 
afliirances we received from the chiefs, and from the acclamations of the 
people, which had refounded from all quarters on our arrival. 

Tar^ahmaah underftanding that it would be neceflary that we fliould 
land parts of the cargoes of all the veflels, appointed proper places for their 
reception; and knowing we had no more men than we could conftantly 
employ for the fpeedy accomplifhment of this bufinefs, he tmdertook 
to be anfwerable for the fafety and fccurity of every thing we might 
have occafion to put on fhore, without our having any guard there for 
its proteflion. He alfo gave orders that his people fliould fill all our 
water calks ; and as he confidered tliat bartering with the feveral chiefs, 
arid other mduriduals, for the valuable refrefhments of the country, would 
not onl^ be troublefome and unpleafant, but might give rife to difputes 
and mifund^rftandings between the parties; he d?fire(irwe wdbld daily, 
or as often as (fiould fuit our convenience, make our demands kjiown to 
him, arnh he would take care that the tliree veflels were duly fupplied 
with every necelTary refrefliment. 

This ednfiderate and very friendly arrangement I w^happy to concur' 
in, and at day-light on wednelday morning three large canoes, laden 
with forty very fine hogs, and thirty fmall ones, with a pojportlonate 
quantity of vegetables, were, by the direClions of tlie kingj dillributed 
amongfl: our tJiree veffels-. 


On 
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On this occafion, it was impoffible to avoid making a comparifon be- » 794- 
tween our reception and treatment bere, by thefe untaught children of t » 

nature, and t^e ceremonious conditional offers of accommodation wc 
experienced at St. Francifco and Monterrey, from the educated civilized 
governor of New Albion and California. 

After the large canoes had delivered their acceptable cargoes, they 
received and took to the fhore the live cattle, which I had been more 
fuccefsful in bringing from New Albion than on the former occafion. 

Thefe conlifted of a young bull nearly full grown, two fine cows, and 
two very fine bull calves, all in high condition ; as lilcowife five rams, and 
five ewe fheep. T wo of each of thefe, with mofl of tlie black cattle, were 
given to the king; and as thofe I had brought laft year had thrived ex- 
ceedingly well; the fheep having bred, and one of the cows having 
brought forth a cow calf; I had little doubt, by this fecond importation, 
of having at length effefled the very defirable objeCl of eflublifljing in 
this ifland a breed of thofe valuable animals. 

I learned from Tamaahmaak, that he had iffued the fl:ri6lcft orders to 
to regulate the conduft and behaviour of his people towards us, as he 
trulled would be the means of infuring a continuance of the harmony 
that had fo happily fubfifted on our former vifits to his dominions ; and 
he added, that he had many enemies even amongll the chiefs of jOwhy- 
hee, who were not unlikely to ufe their endeavours for the purpofe of 
fruftrating his good intentions, and that it was very importa'n1;^t|§<(^he 
defigns of fuch ill-difpofed perfons flrould be watchfully guarded agamft. 

I thanked Tmi<Mdma.ah for his vigilant attention to preferi e our tran- 
quillity <iud comfort, and informed him, that I had alfo iffued orders and 
dire6Uons fnnilar to thofe given on my former vifit. Thefe J»a\dng the 
fame tendency, aud operating to the fame ettd, with thofe enjoined by 
himfejf, would, J^oped, be effeftual in affording us the recreation and 
enjoyment of the country, and in fecuring to us a continuation of the 
then fubfiflfing friendly intercourfe. 

Thefe neceflary precautions being taken on both fides, we imme- 
diately began upon the various fervjces that demanded our attention. 

Tl’hofe appertaining to the reception of the provifions and flores from 

C2 the 



12 


VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

j *n Deedalus, were the primary obje6ls of our confideration ; and by the 

V ^ orderly and docile behaviour of all cJalTe^ of the inhabitants, tliis bufincls 

AvaS carried into execution with a degree of facility, and confidence in 
our perfeft fecurity, equal to the accommodation that could poflibly have 
been obtained in any port of Europel 

There were not at this time many of the principal chiefs in our neigh- 
bourhood. Our former friend Kahoxmtwloo paid us an early vifit,’ with 
a prefent of twenty large hogs, and a proportionable quantity of vege- 
tables, He was not, however, in his ufually cheerful good fpirits, but 
was much deprelfed, in confcqucnce of a violent indifpolition- under 
which his favorite fon Whokaa laboured, from a wound he had received 
in the exercife of throwing the fpear with a man of mean rank. After 
a long contention for fuperiority, their play, it feemed, terminated in 
earneft, and the young chief received his adverfary’s fpear, which was 
barbed^ in the throat. Much difficulty had attended its being taken out, 
which had occafioned a wound that had baffled all their art to cure, and 
had reduced him to the laft ftage of his exiftence. His antagonill was 
foon feized, and the next day His eyes- were pulled out, and, after re- 
maining in that deplorable ftate two days, he was executed, by being 
ftrangled with a rope. 

As fome of the gentlemen intended to accompany Mr. Menzies on an 
excurfion into the interior part of the country, they were, agreeably to 
Tburfdayi6< dun^plan-of regulations, attended by a chief of the village of Kakooa 
wiiSi feveral of the king’s people, who had direftions' to fupply all their 
wants, and to afford them every affiftance and fervico-Jihat they might 
require. 

The hgrmpny that had attended the execution of all our employments 
had Jo facilitated the equipment of the veffels, that,tby the following 
Tucfdayai, tuefday, the bufmefs in the Difeovery’s hold was in th^late of forward- 

nefs as to permit our attending to other obje6ts. The aftronomical de- 
partment claimed my firft thoughts ; and being of fuch matei^al import- 
ance, I was anxious to lofe no tirne in fending the fents, obferVatory, 
and inftruments, on Ihore, now that a party could be afforded for their 
proteftion. On this occafion I was furprized to find the king make fome 

objeflions 
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^ Januatv. 

giving us as a rcafon, that he could net fanfcbion our inhabiting the tqbooed * 

lands, without* previoufly obtaining the jx.‘rmi[Tion of an old woman, 
who, we under!land, w'as the daugjiter of the venerable. Kaoo, and w’ife 
to the treacherous Koah* 'Beinff totally unacquainted before, that * Vide Cap- 
the women ever poflelfed the leaft authority over their confecrated pla • accuiint ui 
CCS, Or religious ceremonies, this circumllance much furprized me, acah, 
efpecially as the king feemed to be apprehenfive of receiving a refulal 
from this old lady ; and which, after waiting on Ihore for fome time, 
proved to be the cafe. Tamaahmaah obferving my difappejintment, in- 
treated me, to fix upon Ibme other*part Of the bay; but as it teas eafily 
made obvious to his underftanding that no other fpot would be equally con- 
,venient, he inflantly affembled fome of the principal priefts of the rnorai, 
and after having a ferious conference with them, he acquainted me, that 
we were at liberty to occupy the confecrated ground as formerly, which 
we accordingly took poflefiion of the next morning. Wednef. 2?i, 

Mr. Whidbey, who had charge of the encampment, attended it on 
fhore under a guard of fix marines ; thele were fent, however, more 
for the fake of form than for neceffity; as Tamaahmaah had appointed 
one of his half brothers, Tryxohookee, a chief of fome confequcncc, to- 
gether wntli feveral of the priefts, to proteft, and render the pa:«y on 
ihore every fervice their fituation might demand. To this fpot, as on 
our former vifit, none were admitted but thofe of the fociety bTvprR<^, 
the principal chiefs, and fome few of their male attendants ; no women, 
on any pR'tence vv’ljatever, being ever admitted within the facred limits 
of the mOvai. 

The unfortunate fon of Kahowmotoo had been brought by Iris father 
from one of his pjindpal places of refidence, about fix miles north 
of the ,bay wher^i^e unfortunate accident happened, to the village of 
Kowrowa, in order to benefit by fuch medical or other aftiftance as we 
might be able to afford, but without effeft ; for in the afternoon he 
breathed his laft. 

The periodical taboo, that ought to^ have cofnmenced the following 
evening, was, on this occafion, fufpended, to manlfeft that they were 

offended 
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ofiended with their deity for tlie death of this young chief ; whole lofs 
{eemed to be. greatly deplored by (all the family, but mofl partieuha ly 
fo hy ^Kahowmotoo ; of whom I took a proper opportunity of inquiring 
when .the corpCe would be interred, and if there would be any ohjetlion 
to my attending the funeral folemnitics. ■ To this he made anfwci , that 
the burial would take place the day following, and that he would come 
on board at any convenient hour, and accompany me on fhore for that 
purpofe. 

I remained perfeftly fatisfied with the promife made by Kahomnotoo ; 
and was the, next morning greatly difappointed on his informing me, that 
Kavaheero, the chief of the village art which his fon had died, had, in 
the courfe of the night, unknown to him or any of his family, cauled 
the body of the young chief to be interred in one of die fepulchral holes 
of the fleep hill, forming the north fide of the bay. This circumltancc 
could not but be received as an additional proof of their averfion to our 
becoming acquainted with their religious rites, and their determination to 
prevent our attendance on any of their facred formalities. 

The party accompanying Mr. Menzies returned w’ith him on faturda) . 
after having had a very pleafant excurfion, though it had been fome- 
what fatiguing hi confequence of the badnefs of the paths in the inte- 
rior country, where in many places the ground broke in under tlicir feet. 
Their objc6l had been to gain the fummit of Mowna Roa, which they 
ItfiVf^Qi' been able to elFeft in the direftion they had attempted it ; but 
they had reached the top of another mountain, which though not fo lofty 
as Mowna-rowna, or Mowna-kaah, is, yet very cqnfpicuous, and is called 
by the natives Worroray. This mountain riles from the welk-rn extre- 
mity o^he ifland,- and on its fummit was a volcanic crater that readily 
accounted for the formation of that part of the crttitjitry oi cr wliich they 
had Ibund it fo dangerous to travel. The good olbi^'s of their Indian 
guide afid fervants received a liberal reward, to which they w’ere highly 
intitled by their friendly and orderly behaviour. • 

The whole of the retinue that had attended Tamoahmiah from Ahee- 
doo, with the addition 6f fome new vifitors, lived intirely on bo.ard the' 
ftiip, and felt themfelves not only perfe6lly at home, but very advan- 

tagcoully. 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


tagcoudy fituated, in being enabled to purchafe fuch commodities of 
tlieir own produce or manufatfure wbi^h were brought t<> us for fide, as' u — 
attraflcd their attention, with the prefents which they received from 
lime to time. Notwithftanding this indulgence, which I thought could 
not have failed to keep them honeft, fuch is their irrcfiftiblc propenfity 
to thieving, that five of my table knives were miffing. The whole par- 
ty floutly denied having any knowledge of the theft ; but as it was evident 
the knives were Itolcn by fome of them, I ordered them all, except the 
king, inftantly to quit the fhip, and gave pofitive dire6lions that no one 
of them fiiould be re-admittedt Befide this, I deemed it expedient to 
mcike a point with Tamaahmaah tJiak the knives fhould be reftored. He 
law the propriety of my infilling on this demand, and before noon three 
of the knives were returned. 

The taboo, which had been pollponed in confequence of Whokaa's 
death, was obferved this evening, though not without holding out a.fen- 
timent of refentment to their deity for having fuffered him to die ; for 
inllead of its continuing the ufual time of two nights and one whole day, 
this was only to be in force from fun-fet to the riling of the fun the fol- 
lowing morning; which the king having obferved, returned to us as foon Sunday sS. 
as the ceremonies were finilhed. ^ 

Being very much difp leafed* with the ungrateful behaviour of his at- 
tendants, 1 demanded of Tamaahmaah, in a ferious tone, the two knives 
that had not yet been- rellored. I expatiated on the difgrac^^at 
tached to every individual of the whole party, 4ind the confequence of 
the examjilc to all the fubordinate clalfes of his people. Ha appeared 
to be much chagrined, and to fuffer a high degree of mortification at tlie 
very unhandlcvnc manner in which I had been treated ; this was -Bill fur- 
ther incrcafed, by on»of4iis moll particular favorites having been charged, 
and on juft grounij^ as one of the delinquenrs. 

About noon he went on Ihorc, in a very fuilen humour, and did not 
return until I had fent for him in the evening, which fummons he 
very readily obeyed;* and foon another knife was returned, which he de- 
clared was the only one. he had been able to find; and that if any more 
were yet miffing, they mull have befen loft by fome other means. The 
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^‘70}- truth, as \vc afterwards underftood, was that the knife had been ffivcu, 

< — — -j ,by the purloiiier, to a perfon of much confequence, over whom Tajnaah- 
maah did not wifh to enforce his authority. ^ 

Thefc knives had not been ftolen, as might be naturally imagined, for 
their value as' iron inftrumcnts, btit for the fake of tlieir ivory handles. 
Thefc were intended to have been converted into certain neck ornaments, 
that are confidercd as facred and invaluable. The bones of fomc filh are. 
with great labour, appropriated to this purpofe ; but the colour and te.\- 
ture of the ivory lurpafllng, in fo eminent a degree, the otlier ordinary 
material, the temptation was too great to^be refilled. 

Under the particular circumllances, which we underllood attended the 
miffing knife, I readily put up with its lofs ; bccaufc, in fo doing, I was 
relieved of the inconvenience which a number of noify aild iroublcfoinc 
vifitors had occafioned. Thefe, however, paid dearly for their dillioncfiy, 
in being abridged the great fource of wealth which they had enjoyed on 
board, and which had enabled them to procure many valuable commodities 
of their own country, at the e.Kpence bf afking only for fuch of our Euro- 
pean articles as the feller demanded. 

Mondays;. Our bufincfs ill the hold being finilhcd, die feamen were cinployc;d 
in a thorough examination of all die rigging ; and altliough this was the 
firfl time, w’tili rcfpc6l to the lower rigging, that an examination had taken 
place fiiice the fiiip was commilfioned, we had the fatisfaftion of finding 
it J»i rr^di better condition than, from the trials it had endured, we 
wuld rcafonably have expefted. 

Since the death of Whjokm, Kahotoniotoo had not paid the lead at ten- 
tion to the Owhyhcan taboos ; but as* fimilar inlerdidlions were to take 
Tuefday ^8. pUicc ^ the 2 Sth, on the ifland of Mowce, thefc he gun^lually ob- 
ferved; and on the following day Tamaahmaah was again thus re- 
ligioully engaged; but as there were no prayers on d^is day, the people 
at large feemed to be under little reftriflion. 

TimvKUy 2 o. On thurlday we were favored with the company oi' T^ree-my-ieQt 
Crymamahoo, Tianna, and fomc other chiefs, from tht^ pliant parts of the 
ifland. . , , 

Their arrival had been in confeqsence of a fummons.from the king, 
wlio had called the grand council of the ifland, on the fubjeft of its cef- 
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fion to the crown of Great Britain, which was unanimoufly defired. 

This important bufinefs, however,, for which their'' attendance had -n.— 
been dcmandct^ appeared to be of fecondary confidcration to .ail of 
tliein ; and the happinefs they expreffed on our return, together with 
tlieir cordial behaviour, proved, beyond difpute, that our arrival at 
Owhyhee was the ob'ieft moft conducive to the pleafure of their jour- 
ney. Even Tianna conduced himfelf with an unufuai degree of good 
humour; but as neither he, nor his brother Normtahah, from their 
turbulent, treacherous, and ungrateful difpofitions, were favorites 
amongft us, his humility, on this occafiori, obtained him only^ the reputa- 
tion of pofl’effing a very fuperior degree of art and duplicity. But as the 
principal objeft I had in view was to preferve the good underftandmg 
that had been eilablifhed between us, and, if poflible, to fecure it on a 

permanent balls, for the benefit of thofe who might fucceed us at thefe 
illands, I waved all retrofpeftive confiderations, and treated Tianna with 
every mark of attention, to which his rank, as one of the fix provin- 
cial chiefs, iniiiled him, and with which, on all occafions, he appeared 
to be highly gratified. 

Thele chiefs brought intelligence, that a quantity of timber which 
had been fent for at my requell, was on its way hither ; it had been cut 
down under the dire6lions of an Englilhman, whofe name was Boid, for-, 
merly the mate of the Hoop Walhington, but who had relinquifhed that 
way of life, and had entered into the fervice Tarmahmaah.' ap- 
peared in the chara£ler of a fliipwright, and had undertaken to build, 
with thefe -materials, a yelTel for the king, after the European fafhion; 
but not having been regularly brought up to this bufinefs, both himfelf 
and his comrades. Young and Davis, were fearful of encountering too 
many dilhculiies ; eljoecially as they were all much at a lofs in the firll out- 
Ict, that of laying^uown the keel, and properly letting up the frame ; 
but could they be rightly aflillcd in thele primary operations, Boid 
(who had the appearance of being very indullrious and ingenious) feem- 
cd to eritertain -ngjioubt of accomplifiting the reft of their underta- 
King. 

Vo L. III. 
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P 1 79> This aflforded me an opportunity of conferring on Tamaahinaah a fa* 

■ « vor that he valued far beyond every other obligation in my power to 

bellow, by permitting our carpenters to begin the veflel ; from whole 
example, and the afliftance of thele three engineers, he was in hopes that 
his people would hereafter be able to build boats and fmall velTels for 
themfelves. 

An ambition fo truly laudablcj in one to whole hofpitality and friend- 
fliip we had been fo highly indebted, and whofe good offices were daily 
adminiftering in fome way or other to our comfort, it was a grateful talk 
to cherilh £yid promote ; and as our carpenters had finiftied the re-equip- 
Satur^ayi. mcnt of the veflels, on the ill of february they laid down the keel, and 
began to prepare the frame work of His Owhyhean Majefty’s firft man 
of war. The length of its keel was thirty-fix feet, the extreme breadth 
of the velTel nine feet and a quarter, and the depth of her hold about five 
feet f her name was to be The Britannia, and was intended as a proteflion 
' to'the royal perfon of 7ii277w^ffiaflA; and I believe few circumllances in 
his life ever afforded him more Iblid fatisfa6lion. 

It was not very likely that our flay would be fo protrafled, as to al- 
low our artificers to finilh the work they had begun, nor did the king 
feem to expefl I Ihould defer my departure hence for that purpofc ; but 
confkled in the affertion of Boid, that, with the affillance we Ihould af- 
ford him, he would be able to complete the vcff'cl. 

In th?" evening a very ftrift taboo commenced *, it was called The taboo ‘ 
of the Hahcoo, and appertains to the taking of two particular kinds of 
filh ; one of which, amongfl thefe illpnders, bears that name ; thefe arc 
not lawful to be taken at the fume time, for during thofe months that 
the one is permitted to be caught the other is prohibited. They arc 
very punflual in the obfervance of this anni^erfary, which is, exclu- '' 
lively of their days, months, and year, an additionOT^means of dividing 
their time, or, perhaps, properly fpcaking, their feafons. The conti- 
nuance of this interdiftion ought to have extended to ten* days ; but as 
it is the prerogative of the king to fhorten its. duration in any one 
particular diftrift, he’ dire6led,on our account that in the dill rid o*f • 
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Akona it fliould ceafe with the men on the morninff of the 4th, and with „ ;794- 

^ , rcbiudiy. 

the women on the day following. u— v— ' 

Moll of our clfential bufinefs was nearly brought to a conclufion by 
the 6th, and our remaining here for, the accomplifhment.of what yet re- Thusiu . .. 
mained to be done, was no longer an objeft of abfolute ncceffity ; yet 
I wa.s induced to prolong our flay in this comfortable fituation for two 
rcafons ; firfl, becaufe the plan of operations I intended to purl'ue, in the 
profccution of the remaining part of our furvey on the coaft of North- 
W efl; America, did not require our repairing immediately to the north- 
ward ; and fecondly, becaufc our former experience amongll the other 
iflands had proved, that there was rto profpe6f of obtaining that abundant 
fupply of refrelhmcnts which Owhyhee afforded, e\^n at the expence of 
arms and ammunition ; articles that humanity and policy had uniformly 
diftated me to with-hold, not only from thefe iflanders, but from every 
tribe of Indians with whom we had any concern. 

I'hc completion of our furvey of thefe iflands required ftill the exami- 
nation of the north fides of Mowee, Woahoo, and Attowai ; and re- 
ferving fufficient time for that purpofe, I determined to fpend here the 
reft I had to fpare, before we fhould proceed to the American coaft. 

I'his afforded an opportunity to Mr. Menzies and Mr, Bgker, accom- 
panied by fome others of the* gentlemen, to make another excurfisn in- 
to the country for the purpofe of afeending Mowna Roa, which now 
appeared to be a tafk that was likely to be accompliflicd ; as we had under- 
ftood from the natives, that the attempt would be lefs difficult from the 
fouth point of the jfland than fropi any other direftion. For this pur- 
pofe the party, furniflied by Tamaakmaak. with a large double canoe, 
and a fufficierrt; number of people, under the orders of a Heady careful 
chief, fat out, in the confidence of receiving every afliftance and atten- 
tion that could bir neceffary to render the expedition interefting and 
agreeable. 

I'he Daedalus being, in all refpefts, ready to depart for port Jackfon, 
Ideutenant Hanfbn off the 8th received his orders from me for that pur- 
jtofe, together with a copy of our furvey of the coaft of New Albion, 

D 2 fouihward 
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^ * 791 * fouthwarcl from Monterrey; and fuch difpatches for government as I 
— y^—lj thought proper^ to tranfmit by thif. conveyance, to the care of the com- 
manding officer at that port. 

Some plantii of the bread fruit were alfo put on board, in order that 
Mr. Hanfon, in his way to New South Wales, ffiould endeavour, in the 
event of his vifiting Norfolk ifland, to introduce there that moft. valuable 
proJu 61 ;ion of the vegetable kingdom. 


CHAPTER 
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CHA.PTER II. 

Sequel oj tTcinfadiions at Karakakooa, — CtJJion of the ijland of Owhyhee-— 
AJironomcal and nautical obfa-vations. 


February. 


Wh I L S T the re-equipment of the vcfTcIs was going forward in this 
hofpitable port, I had remained chiefly on board ; but having now little 
to attend to there, on funday I took up my abode at the encampment, Sunday 9 
highly to the fatisfa 61 ;ion of the king ; who, for the purpofe of obtain- 
ing fuch knowledge as might hereafter enable him to follow the example 
of our artificers, had paid the ftritlcft attention to all their proceedings in 
die conftrutiion of the Britannia. This had latterly fo much engaged him, 
that we liad been favored with little of his company on board the vcffels ; 
yet I bad the fatisfaflion of ncflefling, that his having been occah»nally 
with us, and conflantly in our neighbourhood, had been the means of 
reflrainiug the ill-difpofed, and of encouraging the very orderly and 
friendly behaviour that we l ad experienced from the inhabitants with- 
out the lea’ll intcrniptian whatever. An uniform zeal directed the con- 
du6t of every Indian, in the performance of fuch offices of kindnefs as 
we appeared to fland in need of, or \vhich they confidered would be ac- 
ceptable ; thefe were' executed with fuch promptitude and cheerfulnefs, 
as to indicate that.ihey conlidercd their labours amply repaid by our ac- 
ceptance of their lervices ; yet I truff they w'cre better rewarded than if 
tliey had atlcd on more interefted principles. 

Our recepYhtn r.nt'i' entertainment here by thefe unlettered people, 
who in general have been dillinguifhed Jiy t-hc appellation of favages, was 
fuch as, I believe, is fcldom equalled by the moll civilized nations ol 

Europe, 
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P *794? Europe, and made me no longer regret the inhofpitallty we had met with 

t A.*—' * at St. Francifco'^ and Monterrey. ( The temporary ufe that we wifhcd to 
make of a few yards of the American (hore, for our own convenience 
and for the projmotion of fcicnce, w^s not here, as in New Albion, granted 
with rcftri6lions that precluded our acceptance of the favor we folicitcd ; 
on the contrary, immediately on our arrival an ample fpacc, protcfted 
by the moft facred laws of the country, was appropriated to our fervice ; 
whilR thofe of our fmall community whofe inclinations led them into 
the interior parts of the ifland, either for recreation, or to examine its 
natural produftions, found their defires met and encouraged by the kind 
alTiftance of Tamaahmaah , , and their fcveral purfuits rendered highly en- 
tertaining and agreeable, by the friendfliip and hofpitality which was 
fhewn them at every houfe in the courle of their excurfions. 

A conduct fo difintereftedly noble, and uniformly obferved by fo un- 
tutored a race, will not fail to excite a certain degree of regret, that 
the fiift focial principles, teaching mutual fup))ort and univcrlal bene- 
volence, fhould fo frequently, amongfl civilized people, be lacrificed to 
fufpicion, jealoufy, and diRruft. Thefc fentiments had undoubtedly 
very flrongly operated againft us on a recent occafion; but had the gen- 
tleman, to wliofe alfiltance we appealed, but rightly confidercd our pecu- 
liar fKuaiion, he inuft have been convinced there could not have cxilleda 
necelhty for the unkind treatment he was plcafed to offer to our little 
l(juadron; and he would have fpared me at this moment the unwelcome 
talk of making this comparifon, by which the world will perceive wiiat 
I mull have felt upon that occafion. . 

Wednd. 12. A very drift taboo was on this day to be enforced over all the illand, 
and required that the refpeefive chiefs fhould retire to thdr own cflatos, 
for tlte purpofe of rigidly obferving the attendant folemnities; which 
w’cre to continue two nights and one day. In the evoiit of the .omen’s 
proving favorable, the chiefs would be permitted to eat of fuch pork as 
they might think proper to confecrate on this occafion; and high poory, 
that IS, grand prayers would be performed; but 'fliould"the omens be 
othcrsv’ile, the rites were indantly to be fufj)ended. 
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I had frequently expreflfed to Tamaahmaah a dcfirc of being prefrnt on ^ ** 19 1- 
fome of tliefe occafions ; and he now informed me, that he had obtained ^ » 

for me the confent of the priefts, provided I would, during the continu- 
ance of the intetdi£lion, attend to all the reftntlions which their religion 
demanded. 

Having readily promifed to ‘comply with this condjtion, I was with 
fome degree of formality vifited by feveral of the principals of their re- 
ligious order, one of whom was diftingutlhed by the appellation of 
Eakooa, no Tamaahmaah-, meaning the god of Tamaahmaah. This 
prieft had been one of our frequent attendants, notwiihftanding which, 
he was, on this occafion, detefted in ftealing a knife ; for M'hich offence he 
was immediately difinifled from our party, and excluded from the pre- 
cinfls of our encampment. 

• The rcflraints impofed confifted chiefly in four particulars ; firif, a total 
feclufion from the company of the women ; fecondly, partaking of no 
food but fuch as was previoufly confecrated ; thirdly, being confined to 
the land, and not being afloat, or wet with fea water ; and fourthly, not 
receiving, or even touching, the moft trivial article from any one, w'ho 
had not attended the ceremonies at the morai. 

Thcfe reftriflions were confidered ncceflary to be obferved by the 
whole of our party relldent on ftiore ; and about fun-fet wc*attcnded the 
I'ummons of the king at the moral, who was there officiating as high prieft, 
attended by fome of the principal refidents of their religious orders, 
chanting an invocation to the fetting fun. This was the commence- 
ment of thcfe facred rites ; but as I propofe to treat this fubjefl more 
fully on a (iiture oceafton, I ftiall for the prefent poftponc tfic detail of 
my obfepations, and briefly ftate, that their prayers feemed to have 
forne regularity and form, and that they did not omit to pray for the 
welfare of His Britannic Majefty, and our fafe and happy return to our 
native country. A certain degree of order was perceptible through- 
out thefe ceremonies, accompanied by many fuperftitious and mylle- 
1 lous fornialitjes ; awongft which, a very principal one was performed 
.•shout the dawn of clay. At this time the moll profound filencc was 
required of every creature within hearing of this facred place. The 

king 
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|7<)4' king then repeated a prayer in a low tone of voice with the greatcfl: fo- 
lemnity, and in the middle of it he took up a live pig tied by the legs, 
and with one'dlFort daflied it to death againft the ground ; an operation 
which mull be perform(?d without the fmalleft interruplion or cry from 
the viftim, or -without the prevailing filence being broken by any noife 
whatfoever, though of the moll trivial kind. This part of the fervice is 
fuppofed to announce their being on terms of friendfliip with the gods, 
on which the further ceremonies were carried into execution. A num- 
ber of hogs, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, were then conl'ecrated for the 
principal chiefs and priells; the more common produ6lions, fuch as 
filh, turtle, fowls, dogs, and the feveral cfculent roots, that compofc 
their food during the intervals between thefe more [acred- taboo’s, were 
not now ferved up, but for the firll time lince our arrival, they fared 
fumptuoufly on thofe more delicious articles. The intermediate day 
TiuiiWayi3, and the fecond night v;ere palled in praj er, during which we found no 
difficulty in complying with the preferibed regulations : and foon after 
Fii.tay 14. the fun arole on the 14th, we were abfolved 1‘roin any further attention 
to their facred injunftions. 

Saturday 15. Moll of our Indian friends returned to our party the following day ; 

and as we all now fed alike on confecrated pork, they were enabled to 
be infinitel)*'more fociable. Our mode of cookery was generally preferred, 
as far as related to the dreffing of nlh, llelK, or fowls; but with rcfpecl to 
roots and the bread fruit, the/ certainly preferved a fuperiority. 

Tahotomoioo was amongll the moll conllant of our guefts; hut his 
daughter, the difgraccd queen, feldom vifited our fide of the bay. I 
was however not ignorant of her anxious defire for a reconciliation with 
Ta'tnaahmaah-, nor was the fame willi to be mifunderltood in the con- 
du£l and behaviour of the king, in whole good opinion* and confidence 
I had now acquired fuch a predominancy, that 1 became acquainted 
with his moll fccret inclinations and apprehenfions. 

His unfliaken attachment and unaltered :ifFe£lion for TaliQwmannoo, was 
confelfed with a fort of internal lelf conviftion^ of,her mnocencct. He 
acknowledged with great candour, that his own condu6l had not been 
exa6lly fuch as warranted his haviijg infilled upon a reparation from Jus 

3 queen ; 
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queen ; that although it could not authorize, it in fome meafure pleaded ydlwr 
in excufe for, her infidelity ; and, for his own, he alledge(j» that his high v— -y— ! 
rank and fupretne authority was a fort of licence for fuch indulgences. 

An accommodation, which I confidered to be mutually wifhed b.y both 
parties, was urged in the ftroqgeft terms by the queen’s relations. To 
cffc6l this defirable purpofe, my interference was frequently folicited by * 
them ; and, as it concurred with my own inclination, I refolved on em- 
bracing the firll favorable opportunity to ufe my bell endeavours for 
bringing a reconciliation about. For although, on our former vifit, Ta- 
hozomannoo had been regarded with the moll favorable impreffions, yet, 
whether from her dillrclTes, or bacaufe .fhe had really improved in her 
perfonal accomplilhments, I will not take upon me to determine, but 
certain it is, that one, or both of thefe circumllanccs united, had fo far 
’prepoirelTcd us all in her favor, and no one more fo than myfelf, that 
it had been long the general wifli to fee her exalted again to her for- 
mer dignities. This defire was probably not a little heightened by the 
regard we entertained for the happinefs and repofe of our noble and 
generous friend Tamaahviaah ; who was likely to be materially affetled 
not only in his domellic comforts, but in his political fituation, by re- 
ceiving again and reinllating his confort in her former rar\k and confe- 
quenec. 

I was convinced, beyond all doubt, that there were two or three 
of the moll confiderable chiefs of the illand, whofe ambitious views 
were inimical to the interefts and authority of Tamaahmaah and it was 
much to he apprehended, that if the earneft folicitations of the queen s 
father (wkofe condition and importance was next in confequence to that 
of the king) Ihould continue to be rejefled, there could be little doubt of 
his adding great ftrength and influence to the difeontented and turbulent 
chiefs, which would operate highly to the prejudice, if not totally to the 
dellruft’ion, Tamaahmaah' s regal power; efpecially as the adverfe party 
feemed to foTin a conllant oppofition, confifting of a minority by no 
means ttybe d'’fpifed*by4lie executive power, and which appeared to be 
;t principal conllitucnt part of the Owhyhean politics. 

•V^OL.III. *E 
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For thefc fub^ntial re^ons^ whenever he was difpofed to liften to fucHi 
difcourfe, I didj^not ce^e to urge importance and neceffity of his adopt- 

ing meafures fo highly eflential to hfs happipcls as aman, ^nd to his pow- 
er, intereft, and authority as the fupreme chief pf the ifland. All this he 
candidly acknowledged ; but his pride thi;ew impediments in the way of a 
■ reconciliation which were hard to be removed. He 'would not of himfelf 
become the immediate agent ; and although he confidered it important 
that the negociation fhould be conduded by forae one of the principal 
chiefs in his fulled confidence, yet, to folicit their good offices after 
having rejeded their former overtures with difdain, was equally hard to. 
reconcile to' his feelings. I dood nearly in the fame fituation with his 
favorite friends ; but being thbroughly convinced of the fincerity of 
his wifhes, I fpared him the mortification of foliciting the offices he 
had rejeded, by again proffering my fervices. To this he indantly con-' 
fented, and ofiferved that no propofal could have met his mind fo 
completely ; fince, by effeding a reconciliation through my friendfhip, 
po umbrage could be taken at his having declined the feveral offers 
of his countrymen, by any of the indiyiduals ; whereas, had this objed 
been accomplilhed by any one of the chiefs, it would probably have 
occafioned jealoufy and difeontent. in the minds of the others. 

All, however, was not yet complete; the apprehenfion that fome 
conceffion might be fuggeded, or expeded on his part, preponderated 
againd every other confideration ; and he would on no account con- 
fent, that it ffiould appear that he had been privy to the bufinefs, or 
that it had, been by his defire that a negociation had been undertaken 
for this happy purpofe, but tliat the whole fhould haVe the appearance 
of being purely the refult of accident. 

To this end it wa?- determined, that I fhould , invite the queen, with 
feveral of her relations and friends, on board the Difeovery, for the pur- 
pofe of prefenting them with fomc trivial matters, as tokens of myTriend- 
fltip and regard; and that, whildthus employed, our converfation fhould 
be directed to afeertain, whether an accommodation* was flill am objeft 
defired. That on this appearing to be the general wifh, Tamaahmaak- 
1 would 
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would inftantly repair on board in a hafty manner, as if he had fome- 
thing extraordinary to communicate ; that I Ihould appear to rejoice at 
this accidental meeting, and by inftantly uniting their hands, bring the 
reconciliation to pafs without the leaft difeuffion or explanation on ei- 
ther fide. But fron\his extreme folicitude left he fhould in any degree be 
fufpefted of being concerned in this previous arrangement, a difficulty ' 
arofe how. to make him acquainted with the refult of the propofed con- 
verfation on board, which could not be permitted by a verbal meffage ; 
at length after fome thought he took up two pieces of paper, and of his 
own accord made certain marks with a pencil on each of thejm, and then 
delivered them to me. The dilfereiKc jbf thefe marks he could well re- 
colletl ; the one was to indicate, that the refult of my inquiries was agree- 
able to his wifties, and the other that it was the contrary, in the 
event of my making ufe of the former, he propofed that it fhould not be 
fent on fhore fecretly, but in an open and declared manner, and b;^ way 
of a joke, as a prefent to his Owhyhean majefty. The natural gaiety of 
difpofition which generally prevails amongft thefe iflanders, would render 
this fuppofed difappointment of the king a fubjeft for mirth, would in 
fome degree prepare the company for his vilit, and completely do away 
every idea of its being the effe£l of a preconcerted meafure. • 

This plan was accordingly carried in,to execution on the following 
monday. Whilft the queen and her party, totally ignorant of the contri- Monday 17. 
vance, were receiving the compliments I had intended them,, their good 
humour and pleafantry were infinitely heightened by the jeft I propofed to 
pafs upon the king, in lending him a piece of paper only, carefully 
wrapped up in fome cloth of their own manufa6lure, accompanied by a 
melfage ; importing, that as I was then in the aft of diftributing favors 
to my Owhyhean friends, I had not been unmindful of his majefty. 

Tmtaaknuicih no fooner received the fummons, than he haftened on 
board, and \virh his ufual vivacity exclaimed before he made his ap- 
pearance,, that he come to thank me for the prefent I had fent 
(lim, and for my goodhefs in not having forgotten him on this occa- 
fi.on. This was heard by every one in.the cabin before he entered; and 

£ 2 all 
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February. 


all feemed to enjoy the joke except the poor queen, who appeared to be 
much agitated ^^t the idea of bein^ again in his prelence. The iuftant 
thht he faw her his countenance exprelled great furprizcjthc became im- 
mediately filent, and attempted to retire ; but having ported my fclf for 
the efpecial purpofe of preventing his departure; I caught his hand, and 
joining it with the queen’s, their reconciliation was" inftantly completed. 
This was fully demonrtrated, not only by tlie tears that involuntarily 
rtole down the cheeks of both as they embraced each other, and mutu- 
ally exprefled the fatisfa6lion they experienced; but by the behaviour 
of every individual prefent, whqfe feelings - on the occafion were not to 
be reprefleef; whilft their fenfibility teftified the happinefs which this ap- 
parently fortuitous event had produced. 

A fliort paufe produced by an event fo unexpected, was fuccccdcd 


by the fort of good humour that fuch’a happy circumflancc would 
naturally infpire; the converfation foon became general, cheerful, and 
lively, in which the artifice imagined to have been impofed upon the 
king bore no fmall ftiare. A little refrclhment from a few glafles of wine, 
concluded the feene of this fuccefsful meeting. 

After the queen had acknowledged in the moft grateful terms the 
weighty obligations ftie felt for irty fervices on this occafion, I was fur- 
prized by her faying, juft as we were all preparing to go on ftiorc, that 
Ihe had ftill a very great fevor .to requeft; which was, that I ftiould 
obtain from Tmiaahmaxih a folemn promife, that on her return to his 
habitation he would not beat her. The great cordiality with which the 
reconciliaticm had taken place, and the happinefs that each of them had 
continued to exprefs in confequence of it, led me* at firft tb confider 
this intreaty of the queen’s as a matter of jeft only ; but in this I was 
miftakep, for. notwithftanding • that Tarmahniaafu YGa(}i\\y complied with 
ray felicitation, and aflured me nothing of the kind fliould take place, 
yet Tah-iimannoc would not be fatisfied without my accompanying them 
home to the royal refidence, where I had the pleafure of fe'eing her rc- 
ftored to all her former honours, and privileges,~higMy to the fatisfa^lion 
of all the king’s friends ;* but to tlic utter mortification of thofe, who, by 

ihcif 
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their fcandalous reports and mifreprefentations, had been the canfe of 
the unfortunate reparation. 

The domefti(| affairs of Tarnaahmaah having thus taken fo happy a 
turn, his mind was more at liberty for political confiderations ; and the 
ceflion of Owhyhee to His Britannic Majefty became now an obje6i; of 
his ferious concern. On ray former vifit it liad been frequently men* 
tioned, but was at that time difapproved of by fome of the leading 
chiefs ; who contended, that they ought not' voluntarily \.o furrender 
themfelves, or acknowledge their fubjeftion, to the government of a 
fuperior foreign power, without being completely convinced that fuch 
power would prote61 them againft* the * ambitious views of remote or 
neighbouring enemies. During our abfdnce tliis fubjc6t had been mod 
ferioufly difcuHed by the chiefs in the illand, and the refult of their de- 
liberations was, an unanimous opinion, that, in order to obtain the pro- 
teflion required, it was important that Tamaahmaah fhould make' the 
furrender in quellion, formally to me, on the part of His Majelly ; that 
he fliould acknowledge himfelf and people as fubjecls of the Britilh 
crown ; and that they Ihould fupplicate that power to guard them againft 
any future molcftation. 

To this aft they were greatly dimulated by the treatment they Jiad 
received from various llrangcjrs, by whom they had been lately vilited. 
Of fome of thefe I was well perfuaded they had had too juft caufe to 
complain; particularly m the fraudulent and deceitful ihanner in which 
tlie traffic with the natives had been condufted. 

In many inftances, nq compenfation whatever had been given by thelc 
riw/tzetjlv ill tors, after having been fully fupplied, on promife of making 
an ample returo, with the fcveral refrefliments of the very bell quality the 
country afforded. At other times they had impofed upon the inhabi- 
tants, bj paying them in commodities of no fervice or value, though 
their defe£ls were indeteftable by the examination of the natives, i bis was 
more particularly the cafe in thole articles which they were molt eager 
to obtain’, .and moll* Sell rous to pofl'efs, namely, arms and ammunition ; 

. which chiefly compofed the merchandize of the' North-Weft American 

adventurers. 
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adventurers. AluQcets and piilols were thus exchanged that burfl: on 
being difcharged the firft time, tjiough with the proper loading. To 
augment the quantity of gunpowder which was fold, iti%as mixed with 
an equal, if not a larger, proportipn of pounded lea Or char-coal. Se- 
veral of thefe fire-arms, and fome of the powder, were produced for my 
infpeftion in this ntameful flate, and with the hope tliat I was able to 
afibrd them redrefs. 

Many very bad accidents had happened by the burlling of thefe fire- 
arms ; one inftance in particular came within our knowledge a few days 
after our arrival. A very fine aftive young chief had lately purchafed 
a mufleet, and on his trying its with a common charge of 

powder, it burft ; and he not Wly loft fome of the joints of his fingers 
on tlie left hand, but his right arm below the elbow, was otherways fo 
dangeroufty wounded, that, had it not been for the timqly alfiftance 
afforded him by fome of our gentlemen of the faculty, his life would have 
been in imminent danger. 

The putting fire-arms into the hands of uncivilized people, is at 
beft very bad policy ; but when they are given in an imperfeft and in- 
fufficient condition for a valuable confideration, it is not only infimiouf- 
ly fraudulent, but barbarous and inhuman. Notwithftariding which, 
ftiould thefe inhabitants refort to meafures of revenge for the injuries 
thus fuftained, they would be immediately ftigmatized with the epi- 
thets of favages and barbarians, by the very people who had been the 
original caufe of the violence they might think themfelves juftified in 
committing. 

Under a conviftlon of the importance of thele iflands to Great Britain, 
in the event of an extenfion.of her commerce over the pacific ocean, and in 
return for the eflential fervices we had derived from the excellent pro- 
dudions of the country, and the ready alfiftance of its jnhabitant^, I loft 
no opportunity for encouraging their friendly difpofitions towards us; 
notwithftanding the difappointments they had met from the traders, for 
whofe condud I could invent no apology ; endeavouring to imprefs them 
with the idea, that, on’ fubmitting to the authority and protedion of a 

fuperior 
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fuperior power, they might reafonably expeft they would in future be *79^1* 
lefs liable to fuch abufes. 

The long continued praftice of all fivilized nations, o£-claiming the' 
fovereignty and territorial right of newly difcovercd countries, had here- 
tofore been afiumed in confequence cyily of priority of feqing, or of vi- 
liting fuch parts of the.earth as were unknown before ; but in the cafe of 
Nootka a material alteration had taken place, and great ftrcfs had been 
laid on the ceflion that Maquinna was ftatcd to have made of the village 
and friendly cove to Sen*^- Martinez. Notwithftanding that on the 
principles of the ufage above ftaited, no difpute could have arifcn as to 
the priority of claim that England had to the Sandwich iflands ; yet I 
confidered, that the voluntary refi^nation of thefe territories, by the 

formal furrender of the king and the people to the power and authority 
o£ Great Baitain, might probably be the means of cftablilhing an incon- 
trovertible right, and of preventing a^y altercation with other Hates 
hereafter. 

Under thefe impreflions, and on a due confideration of all circum- 
ftances, I felt it to be an incumbent duly to accept for the crown of 
Great Britain the proffered celfion; and I had therefore ftipulated that 
it fhould be made in the moll unequivocal and public manner. 

For this purpofe all the principal chiefs had been fummoned from 
the different parts of the ifland, and mod of them had long lince ar- 
rived in our neighbourhood. They had all become extremely well 
fatisfied with the treatment they had received from us ; and were high- 
ly fenfible of the advantages they derived from our introducing amongfl 
them only fuch things as were inftrumental to their comfort, inftead 
of warlike ftores and implements, which only contributed to flrength- 
'en the animofrties that exifted between one ifland and another, and 
enabled the turbulent a*nd ambitious chiefs to become formidable to 
the ruling power. • They feemed in a great meafure to compreluind 
the nature of our employment, and made very proper diRinflions be- 
tween our little fquadron, and the trading veflels by which they had 
been fo frequently vlfited ; that thefe were engaged in purfuits for 
.^the private emolument of the individqals concerned, whilR thofe un- 
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‘794- der my command afted under the authority of a benevolent monarch, 

rcbniai*\% ' • A • i 

whofe chief objecl m fending us amongll them was to render them 
more peaceable in their intercourfe with each other ; to furnifli tlieni 
with fuch things as could contribute to make them a happier people; 
and to afford them an opportunity; of becoming more refpe6lable in the 
eyes of foreign vifitors. • “ 

Thefe ideas at the fame time naturally fuggefted to them the belief, iliai 
it might be in my power to leave the Chatham at Owhyhee for their 
future prote6iion ; but on being informed that no fuch meafure could 
polfibly be adopted on the prefent occafion, they feemed content to wait 
with patience, in the expcflation that fuch attention and regard might 
hereafter be fhewn unto them ; and fn the full confidence that, according 
to my promife, I would repr6fent their 'fituation and condufl in the 
mofl faithful manner, and in the true point of view that every circum- 
flance had appeared to us. 

Thefe people had already become acquainted with four commercial 
nations of the civilized world ; and had been given to underfland, that 
feveral others fimilar in knowledge and in power exifled in thofe diftant 
regions from whence thefe had come. This information, as may rca- 
fbnably be expefled, fuggefted the apprehenfion, that the period was 
not very remote when they might be' compelled to fubmit to the autho- 
rity of fome one of thefe' fuperior powers; and under that impreffion, 
they did not hefitate to prefer the Englifti, who had been their firft and 
conftant vifitors. 

The formal furrender of the ifland had been delayed in confequcncc 
of the abfewceof two principal chiefss Cmmnanoxa^ the chief o,f Aheedoo, 
was not able to quit the government and protection of the northern and 
eaftern parts of the cOunthy, though it had been fuppofed'he might have 
delegated his authority to fomc one of Icfs importance than himfclf ; but 
after fome melfagcs had palfed between tliis chief and Tamaahnaah, it 
appeared that it had not been poflible to difpenfe with his prefence in 
thofe parts of the ifland. 

The other abfentee was Tamdakniotoa, chief of Koarra, the perfon 
that had captured the’ Fair American fehooner, and with whom I was 

not 
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not ambitious to have much acquaintance. Sittce th^t perfidious me- 
lancholy tranfaflion, he had never veritured near*any Veflfel that had vi- 
fited thefe fhorcp ; this had bfeeh greatly t6 the prejudice of his interell, 
and had occafiOiied him mcdrtceivable chagrin and mortification. Of 
this he repeatedly complained t9 TamaAhntaak oh our former vifit ; and 
then, as now, folicited the king’s good offices with me to obtain an in- 
terview, and permiffion for his people to refort to the veflels, for the fake 
of ffiaring in the fuperior advantages wliich our traffic afforded. But, to 
fhew my utter abhorrence of his treacherous chara6ter, and as a puhiffi- 
mentforhis unpardonable cruelty to Mr. Metcalf arid his crew, I had hi- 
therto indignantly refiifed every' application that had been made in his fa- 
vor. When,* however, I came ferioully to.reflefl on all the circumftances 
that had attended our reception arid treatrhent at this iflahd, on our for- 
mer vifit and on the prelent occafioh; when I had reference to the 
fituation and condition of thole of our countrymen refident araengft 
them ; and when I recollefled that my own counlel and advice had 
always been direfted fo to operate oh their hafty violent tempers, as to 
induce them to fubdue their aniiiiofities, by exhorting theni to a forgivenels 
of pall injuries, and proving to them how much their real happinefs de- 
pendetl upon a ftri6l adherence to the rules of good fellowfliip towards 
each other, and the laws o^ hofpitality towards all fuch ftrangers as 
might vifit their Ihores, I was thoroughly convinced, that implacable 
refentment, or unrelenting anger, exhibited in my own pra6lice, 
would ill accord with' the precepts 1 had endeavoured to inculcate for 
the regulation of theirs ; and that the adoption of conciliatory mcafures, 
after having evinced, by a diferimination of cliara6lers, my averfion to 
.wioked or unworthy perfons, was moft confiftent with my duty as a man, 
and with the Hatton 1 then filled. ' 

In order therefore to eftablifh more firmly, if poffible, the friendfhip 
that had fo r^ually taken place, and fo uninterruptedly fubfilled, 
between us, I determined, by an aft of oblivion in my own mind, to 
efface all* i^mer injuries and offences. To this end, and to fliew 
th'at my conduft was governed by the principles’ I profeffed, at die re- 
VoL.III. F* quell 
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Fcbmliy Tianno, and feme other chiefs I admitted the man amongfl: us, 

' — who was reputed to be the firft perfon who had ftabbed Captain Cook, 
•Vide 3d and* gave leave alfo to Pareea* to-vifit the veflels ; who during the late 
* contefts had been reduced from his former rank and fituation, and was 
Chap. I. at this time refident on an eftate belonging to Kahowmotoo on the eaft- 
ern part of the ifland, in a very low and abje£I Condition. 

Tamaahmotoo had already fuflered very materially in his intereft, and 
had fenfibly felt the indignity .offered to his pride, in being excluded 
from our fociety, debarred the gratification of his curiofity, and the 
high entertainment which his brethren had partaken at our tables, and 
in our conipany. I gave Tamaahm(iah to underftand, that thefe confi- 
derations, in conjunftion with ,his repeated foliditations, had induced me 
no longer to regard Tamaahmotoo as undeferving forgivenefs, and to al- 
low of his paying us the compliments he had fo repeatedly requefted ; 
provided that he would engage, in the moft folemn manner, that neither 
himfelf nor his people (for he generally moved with a numerous train 
of attendants) would behave in any manner fo as to difturb the fubfifting 
harmony of our prefent fociety, nor condu£l tliemfelves, in future, but 
with a due regard to honefty, and the principles of hofpitality. 

To thefe conditions I was given to underftand, Tamaahniotoo would 
fubferibe without a murmur ; and, on their being imparted to him, I 
received in reply a moft humble and fubmiffive anfwer, that he would 
forfeit his own exiftence if any mifdemeanor, either on the part of * 
himfelf, or of any of his followers, fhould be committed. The diftrift 
over whifh his authority regularly extended, was the next diftrift 
immediately to the northward of us ; but his apprehenftons left we 
ftiould retaliate the injuries he had done to others, had induced Mm 
to retire to the eaftern parts of Amakooa, as .being the moft remote 
from our ftation. His progrefs towards Karakakooa, fince his vifit 
had been permitted, had been very flow; and as* he had advanced 
he had frequently font forward meffengers, to inquireHtT I ftill conti- 
nued the fame friendly difpoiition towards him ; ’&fnd to Kqueft that I 
would return a renewal of my promifes, that he ftiould be revived iri the, 
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fame friendly manner as I had engaged myfelf he fhould to Tamaahmaak. 

Having no intention whatever to depart from this obligation, I felt no 
difficulty in repeating thefe affiirancel as often as they were demanded; 

My promifes, however, were not fufficient to remove his fufpicions, 
or to fix his confidence ; but on Ais way he flopped &t every moral, 
there made facrifices; and confulted the priefts as to what was portended . 
in his vifit by the omens on thefe occafions. At firft they had been 
very unfavorable, but as he advanced the prognoflicks had become more 
agreeable to his wifhes ; and at length, in the morning of the igth, he WedneC tg, 
appeared in great pomp, attended by a numerous fleet of large canoes 
that could not contain lefs than % thoufand perfons, all paddling with 
fome order 'into the bay, round its northern point of entrance. 

Tamaahmaak was at this time with me, and gave me to underftand, 
that Tamaahmotoo generally went from place to place in the flyle and 
manner he now difplayed, and that he was the proudefl; man in the \<dioIe 
ifland. 

After the fleet had entered the bay, its courfe was flowly direfted to- 
wards the veffels ; but on a meflage being fent from me, defiring that 
Tamaahmotoo and his party would take up their refidence at Kowrowa, 
he inftantly retired with his fleet, and foon afterwards, iipcompanied by 
Tamaahmaah, and feveral of the principal chiefs, he vilited the enpamp- 
nient. At this time I happened to be abfent, but on rny return I found 
him feated in our marquee, with feveral of our intimate friends, and 
fome ftrangers, who. were all in the greatefl good humour imaginable, 
and cxhibitin,g a degree of ebrapofure that the favage defigning counte- 
nance of TamaahnCOtoo could not even affeft. Not the leaft, difficulty 
ir^uld arife in diflinguifliing this chief from the reft of the company, as 
his appearance and depprtment were a complete contrail to the furround- 
ing group, and confirmed in our opinions the unworthinefs of his cha- 
ratler.’and every*report to his difadvantage that had been circulated by 
his countryrtven. 

Our fieft lalutaticxf being over, he caught the earlicfl opportunity to ofler 
An ’apology for the oH’ence that had fo juftly kept u.s llranger.s to each 
other, lie complained of having bceii very ill treated by the crews of 

F s fome 
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v--*-"-' hten beaten by Mr. Metcalf, commanding the Eleonora, at the time when 
his fon, who afterwards had the conantiand of the Faif American, was 
on board the former veffcl ; and :al;Ieclged, that the indignities he then re- 
ceived had (limula^d him to Jmve re^purfe tp theKfa,vage barbarity, before 
recited, towards the younger Mr. Metcalf and his people, by alentiment 
of refentment and revenge; but that he entertained no fuch wicked 
defigns againft any one elfe; and that his future behaviour, and that of 
his dependants, would confirm the truth of the proteftatiom. he then 
made. After calling upon the fcveral chiefs to vouch for the fmeerity 
of his intentions, and making every conceflion that could be expeaed 
of him for his late unpardonable condua, his apprehenlions feemed to 
fubfide, as his friends appeared to give him credit for his aflertions, and 
came forward as fureties. for the propriety of his future behaviour. 

This fubjea having been fully difeuffed, and concluded, I fliook Ta- 
maahmotoo by the hand as a token of my forgivenefs and reconcilia- 
tion ; and on confirming this friendly difpofitlon towards him by pre- 
fenting him with a few ufeful articles, approbation and applaufe were 
evidently marked in the countenance of every one prefent. 

By the time |^is conciliatory interview was at an end, the dinner was 
announced; and as our confecrated pork was exhaufted, Tamaakmaah 
had taken care to provide fuch a repaft, co’nfilling of dogs, fifh, fowls, 
and vegetables, as was fuitable to the keen appetites of our numerous 
guefts. The day was devoted to mirth and feftiyity ; and the king, 
Terrymitee, Taboximotoo, Tianna, and, indeed, all our old acquaintances, 
took their wine and grog with great cheerfulneCs,’ anti in their jokes did 
not fpare our new vifitor Tarmahmotoo, for his awkwardnefs and ungrace- 
ful manners at table. 

The glals' went freely round after dinner; and as this ceremony was 
completely within the reach of Tamaahmotoa’s imitatioil, he was afnxious 
to excel in this accomplilhment, by drinking with lefs relive than any 
one at table. I thought it proper to remind him, that as he was not in 
the habit of drinking fpiriiuous liquors like Tamnahmaah amKthe other 

cliiefi 
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chiefs prefent, it was neceflkry he fhould be upon his guard, left the j, ’ 
wine and grog (hould difagree with him ; but as his fpirits became ex- u— v~-ly 
hilarated he became lefs attentive to thefe admonitions, Until the ope- 
ration of the nquors obliged him to retire. In this ftate it is not 
poffible to imagine a countenance lAore expreffive of indignation, or 
of favage barbarity and refentmfint ; his eyes were fixed on me as he 
was carried out of the marquee, whiltt his tongue, no longer con- 
fined within his lips, indiftinftly uttered attoou-artni, fignifying_ that I 
had poifoned him ; and fome prefent, even of our old actjuaintance, 

Icemed to be a little concerned for his fafety. The king, however, 
laughed at their apprehenfioln, and explained to them the caufe of Ta- 
maahmotod^ indifpofition, which, by the affiftance of a little warm water, 
was almoft inftantly removed, and he re-joined our party, to the great 
entertainment and diverfion of his countrymen, who were ftill very 
pleafantly regaling themfelyes, and in the perfeft enjoyment of each 
other’s focicty. 

In the front of the marquee, feated on the ground, were two or three 
of Tainaahinotoo\ moft confidential friends and conftant attendants. The 
behaviour of thefe people, on their niafter being taken from table, fud- 
denly changed, from the moft unreferved vivacity to a fufpicious filence ; 
their eyes fparkled, and their countenances were expreflive of diftruft 
and refentrnent ; one of thetn in particular, who I had not oblervcd 
before to be armed, had with huu a dagger, made out of the broad part 
of an iron fpit, which he handled with great agitation, and feemed to 
be more than half inclined to make ufc of it, to gratify the revenge 
that was ftruggling within his breaft. This man contended,* in a ftiort 
converfation with Tamaahmaah, that Tamaakmotoo had been given a dif- 
Terent bottle to’ drink out of from the reft of the company ; but on ilie 
king and other perfons drinking fome wine from the fame bottle, he be- 
came pacified ; and the recovery of the intoxicated chief completely did 
away his fufpicions of our having entertained towards his mafter any un- 
favorablti intentions^* 

. On thk,6ccafion, hovvever, I could not avoid reflefting, how indlf- 
pcnfably' neceffary it is, that the greateft circumfpeftion and caution 

fliould 
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• 704* Ihould be obferved in our intercourfe with fuch ftrangers, unaccudomed 
— to our manners and way of life ; becaufe it may frequently happen, that 
the moil difaffVous and fatal confequences may arife from caufes the 
lead to be apprehended, and in themlplves of the mod innocent nature. 
Notwithdanding that in the indaiifce before us nothing uncomfortable 
took place, yet I was firmly perfuaded that we were greatly indebted for 
our tranquillity, on this occafion, to the great refpeft and edeem which 
our conduft towards thefe people had previoufly inlured us ; but had 
it unfortunately fo happen^, that Tamaahmotoo had died under the ef- 
fefts of the liquor to which his conditution was unufed, and of wliich 
he bad drank inordinately, our having poifoned him would have been 
generally received as a fa6l ; whence the natives, naturally concluding that 
we had been guilty of the motl unwarrantable treachery, they would have 
been pardonable in feeking revenge; and under fuch imprellions ought 
rather to have been confidercd as intitled to our pity for being midaken ; 
than to our refentment for any a£ls of injury w’hich the mifunderdand- 
ing might have occafioned. 

The convocation of the principal chiefs of the ifland by the royal man- 
date, failed not to alfemblc at the fame time mod of the perfons of confe- 
quence of both fexes, who took up their refidence in our immediate neigh- 
bourhood ; which became fo populous, that there was fcarcely a place 
where a temporary habitation could be erefted that remained unoccupied, 
efpecially in the .vicinity of the two principal villages of Kakooa and Kow- 
rowa. Their numbers amounted now to feveral thoufand.s, whofc 
cheerful good humour, eagernefs to oblige; and orderly behaviour, could 
not be furpaffed .by the inhabitants of the mod civilized country. 'J he 
days paffed pleafantly to thofe who devoted them to innocent ainufe- 
ments, and profitably to others who were engaged in bartering away the 
merchandize they had brought, to exchange for bur more valuable com- 
modities ; whild thofe of our fociety who extended tlieir recreation on 
fhorc, beyond the limits of the bay, were received with thfe- greated hof- 
jiitality, and entertained with the general amufemgijts of the .country ; 
which rendered thefe excurfions not lefs intereding than contributory to 
health. 

TIic evenings were generally clofed with finging and ^ancing, and the 
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nights were as quiet as the moft orderly towns in Europe ; tliough it was ^ y 94- 
a late hour moft commonly before they retired to reft. The fpace be- <— 
tween fun-fet and that time was employed by fome parties in focial -con- 
verfation, and by others at various games of chance ; and I did not ob- 
ferve a fingle inftance in which thefe^were conduced, even by the lofcrs, 
but with the greateft'temper and good humour. 

Defirous of being conftantly upon the Ipot, left any untoward circum- 
ftance fliould arifo to interrupt the happinefs wc enjoyed, my excurfions 
were confined to a fmall diftance from our encampment. This however 
did not preclude my attending fome of their evening amufements in our 
neighbourhood. At one of which, in particular, I was very well enter- 
tained. 

This was a performance by a fingle young woman of the name of 
*Puckoo, whofe perfbn and manners were both very agreeable. Her 

drefs, notwithflanding the heat of the weatlier, confifted of an immenfe 
quantity of thin cloth, which was wound round her waift, and extended 
as low as her knees. This was plaited in fuch a manner as to give a 
pretty effe6l to the variegated pattern of the cloth ; and was otherways 
difpofed with great tafte. Her head and neck were decorated wiili 
wreaths of black, red, and yellow feathers ; but excepting thefe fhe wore 
no drefs from the waift upwards. Her ancles, and nearly halfway up 
her legs, were decorated wifli feveral folds of daih. widening upwards, 
fo that the upper parts extended from the leg at leaff four inches all 
round ; this was encompafled by a piece of net work, wrought very 
clofc, from the mefties of which were hung the fmall teeth of dogs, giv- 
ing this part of hea drels the appearance of an ornamented funnel. On 
Jhcr wrifts fhe wore bracelets made of the tufks from the largeft hogs. 

Thefe were Highly polifhed and fixed dole together in a ring, the 
concave fides of the tufks being outwards ; and their ends reduced to a 
uniform length, curving naturally each way from the center, were by no 
means deftitute of ornamental effed. 

Thus.equipped, ,her appearance on the ftage, before flie uttered fin- 
gle word, excited confiderable applaufe from the numerous fpedators, 
who obferved the greateft good or^er ^and decorum. In her perform- 
ance, which was in the open air, llie was accompanied by two men, 

who 
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‘791- who were feated on the ground in the charafter of muficians. Their 
— inftruments were both alike, and were made of the outhdes or (hells of 
larg^ gourds, open at the top; thd* lower ends ground pefrfeftly flat, and 
as thin as pofTible, without endan^ring their fplitting. Thefe were 
(truck on the ground, covered with a fmall quantity of dried grafs, and 
. in the interval between each (Iroke, they beat with their hands and 
fingers on the fidcs of thefe inftruments, to accompany their vocal ex- 
ertions, which, with the various motions of their hands and body, and 
the vivacity of their countenances," plainly demonftrated the intereft they 
had, not only in excelling in their own parts, but alfo in the applaufe 
which the lady acquired by her T^erformance, advancing or retreating 
from the muficians a few (liort (leps )n various direftions, as' the nature 
of the fubjefl, and the numerous geftures and motions of her perfon 
demanded. Herfpecch, or poem, was firft began in a flow, and fomewhat 
folemn manner, and gradually became energetic, probably as the fubjeft 
matter became interefting; until at length, like a trueaftrefs, the liveli- 
nefs of her imagination produced a vociferous oration, accompanied by 
violent emotions. Thefe were received with (houts of great applaufe ; 
and although we were not fulhciently acquainted with the language to 
comprehend the fubjeft, yet we could, not help being pleafed in a 
high 'vith the performance. The mufic and finging was by no 

means difeordant or*nplea(ing; many of the a6lions feemed to be 
well adapted, and the attitudes exhibited both tafte and elegance. The 
fatisfaftion we derived at this public entertainment, was greatly in- 
creafed by t,he refpeftful reception we met from all parties, as well per- 
formers as fpeftators, who appeared to be infinitely more delighted by 
our plaudits, than by the liberal donations which we m^de on the oc- 
cafion. 

Thefe amufements had hitherto been confined to fuch limited 
performances; but this afternoon was to be dedicated to one of a 
more fplendid nature, in which fome ladies of confequence, attendants 
on the court of Tamaahmaaht were to perform "the principal parts. 
Great pains had been taken, and they had gone through many^^ private 
rchearfals, in order that the exhibition this evening might be worthy of 

the 
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the public attention ; on the conclufion of which I purpofed by a difplay ^ *794* 
of fire-works, to make a return for the entertainUient they had affo^'ded ^ 
us. ^ I 

About four o’clock, we were infofmed it was time to gittend the royal 
dames ; their theatre, or rather place of exhibition, was about a mile to 
the fouthward of our. tents, in a fmali fquare, furrounded by houfes 
and Iheltered by trees ; a fituation as well cholen for the performance, 
as for the accommodation of the fpeflators ; who, on a moderate com- 
putation, could not be eftimated at lefs than four thoufand, of ail ranks 
and deferiptions of perfons. . . 

A difference in point of drefe had been obferved in the audience at 
the former entertainment, but on this occafion every one (hone forth 
in the beft apparel that could be procured; thofe who had been fuccefs- 
ful in their commercial tranfaflions with us, did not fail to appear in 
the beft attire they had procured ; and fuch as were deftitute of Euro- 
pean articles, had exerted their genius to fubftitute the manufa 61 ure and 
produftions of their own country in the moft fafhionable and advanta- 
geous manner. Feathered ruffs, or gartering tape in wreaths, adorned 
the ladies’ heads, and were alfo worn as necklaces ; red cloth, printed 
linen, or that of their own manufaflure, conftituted the lower garment, 
which extended from the wajft to the knees. The men likewife’had 
put on their beft maros ; fo that the whole prefented a very gay and 
lively fpeflacic. 

On our arrival, fome of our friends were pleafed to be a little jocular 
v/ith our appearance at _fo unfafhionable an hour, haying ctJiUe much 
too early for the reprefentation ; but as we were admitted into the green 
rmfn amongft the performers, our time was not unpleafantly engaged. 

I he drefs of the aftreffes was fomething like that worn by Puckoo, 
though made of fu^erior materials, and difpofed with more tafte and 
elegance. A very confiderable quantity of their fineft cloth was pre- 
pared for the occafion ; of this their lower garment was formed, which 
extended from their V'aift half way down their legs, and was fo plaited 
a.s* to appear very much like a hoop petticoat. This feemed the moft 
diflicult part of their drefs to adjuft, for* TamaaJmaah, who was confidered 
Vo L. III. G to 
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to be a profound critic, was frequently appealed to by the wo^en, and his 
directions -were^ implicitly followed in many little alterations. Inilead of 
the ornaments of cloth and net-work decorated witli dogsf teeth, thele la- 
dies had each a ^reen wreath made o^ a kind of bind weed, twified together 
in different parts like a rope, which w^ wound round from the ankle, 
nearly to the lower part of the petticoat. On their wrifts they wore no 
bracelets nor other ornaments, but acrofs their necks , and fhoulders were 
green fafhes, very nicely made, with broad leaves of the tee, a plant 
that produces a very lufeious fweet root, the fize of a yam*. This part 
of their drefs was put on the laft by each of the aClreffes ; and the party 
being now fully attired, the king and queen, who had been prefent the 
whole time of their drefftng, were obliged to withdraw, greatly to tlie 
mortification of the latter, who would gladly have taken her part as a 
performer, in which fhe was reputed to excel very highly; But the royal 
jtiur were compelled ta retire, even from the exhibition, as they are ])ro- 
hibited by law from attending fuch-amufeinents, excepting on the fefUval 
cf the new yean Indeed, the performance of this day was contrary to 
the cftabliftied rules of the ifland, but being intended as a compliment to 
us, the innovation was admitted. 

As their majerties withdrew, the ladies of rank, and the principal 
chiefs, began to make their appearance. , Tlie reception of the former 
by the multitude was marked by a degree of refpeft that I had not be- 
fore feen arnongfl any inhabitants of the countries in the pacific ocean. 
The audience afferabled at this time were Handing in rows, from fifteen 
to twenty'feet deep, fb clofe, as to tquch each other ; but thefe ladies no 
•fooner approached their rear, in any accidental dirc£lion, than a paflage 
was inflanily made for them and their attendants to pafs^ through in iii/: 
moft commodious manner to their refpct'tive ftations, where they feated 
themfclves on the ground, which was covered with mats, in the moft odvan- 
tngeous fituation for feeing and hearing the performers*. Moft of thefe la- 
dies were of a corpulent form, which, aftifted by their ftately gait, the 
dignity with which they moved, and tlie number of •their pagesv who fol- 
lowed with fans to Court tliC' refrefhing breeze, or v/ith fly-flaps to’ dil- 
perfe the offending infefts, annoilnced their confcquencc as ftie.tvives, 
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daughters, fifters, or otlier near relations of the principal chief;, who how-- 
ever experienced no fuch.marks of refpe^l oi* attention themfelves ; b?ing 
obliged to makeJtheir way through the fpeflators in the befl; manner they 
were able. 

The time devoted ^o the decoration of the aftrelTes extended beyond 
tlte limits of the quiet patience of the audience, who exclaimed two or 
three times, from all quarters, “ Hoorah, hoorah, poaliealee” fignifying. 
that it would be dark and black night before the performance would be- 
gin. But the audience here, like limilar ones in other countries, attend- 
ing with a pre-difpofition to be pleafed, .wras in gootl humour, and was 
eafily appeafed, by the addrefs of bur faithful and devoted friend Try- 
uohookee, who was the conduftor of the ceremonies, and idle manager on 
tjiis occafion. He came forward, and apologized by a fpeech that pro- 
duced a general laugh, and cauling the mufic to begin, we heard no fur- 
ther murmurs. 

The hand confided of five men, all Handing up, each with a highly- 
polifhed wooden fpear in the left, and a fmall piece of the fame ma- 
terial, equally well finifhed, in the right hand ; with this they beat on 
the fpear, as an accompaniment to their own voices in longs, that varied 
both as to time and meafure, efpecially the latter ; yet their voices, and 
the founds produced from their rude inftruments, which differed atcor- 
ding to the place on which the tapering fpear was ftruck, appeared 
to accord very well. Having engaged us a fhort lime in this vocal per- 
formance, the court 'ladies made their appearance, and w'Cre received 
wMth fliouts of -the greateft applaufe. The muficians retired a*few paces, 
and the aflreffcs took their ftation before them. 

The heroine .of the piece, which confifted of four parts or a6ls, had 
onceihared the alfetdiofis and embraces of Tamaahmaahyhux. was now 
marriecL to an inferior chief, whofc occupation in the houfehold was that 
of the charge of the king's apparel. This lady was diflinguifhed bt’ a green 
wreath round the crown of the head ; next to her was the captive daugh- 
ter of Tiieexiee ; the third a younger lifter to the queen, the wife of Cryma- 
mahoo, who being of the moft exalted rank Hood in the middle. On each 
fidicNsT thefe were two of inferior qualitv, making in all feven atdrefles, 
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‘794- 'i'hey drew themfelves up in a line fronting that fide of the fquare that 
» — ^ ^ was .occupied by the ladies of quality and the cjiiefsi. Thefe were com- 
pieiely detached from the populace, not by any partition]? but, as it were, 
by the refpeflful confent of the lo'^er orders of the alferhbly ; not one 
of which trefpafled or produced the leaft maccomigodation. 

This reprefentation, like that before attempted to be dcfcribed, was 
a compound of fpeaking and finging ; the fubjefl of which was enforced 
by appropriate geftures and aftions. The piece was in honor of a cap- 
tive princefs, whofe name was CrycowcjulUneMxo ; and on her name being 
pronounced, every one pxefentj.men as well as women, who wore any or- 
naments above their waift, were obliged to take them off,, though the 
captive lady was at leaft fixty miles dlftant. This mark of refpeil was 
unobferved by the aftreffes whilft engaged in the performance ; but the 
inftant any one fat down, or at the dole of the ad, they were alfo 
obfiged to comply with this myfterious ceremony. 

The variety of attitudes into which thefe women threw themfelves, 
with the rapidity of their adion, refembled no amufement in any other 
part of the world within my knowledge, by a comparifon with which I 
might be enabled to convey fome idea of the ftage effed thus produced ; 
particularly in the three firft parts, in which there appeared much corre- 
fporidence and harmony between the tone of their voices, and the difplay 
of their limbs. One or two of the performers being not quite fo perfed 
as the reft, afforded us an opportunity of exercifing our judgment by 
comparifon ; and itmuft be confeffed, that the ladies who moft excelled, 
exhibited a degree of graceful adion, for the attainment of which it is 
difficult to account. 

In each of thefe firft parts the fongs, attitudes, and adions, appeared 
to me of greater variety than I had before noticed amongft the people of 
the great South Sea nation, on any former occafion. ,The whole, though 
I am unequal to its defeription, was fupported with a wonderful degree of 
fpirit and vivacity ; fo much indeed that feme of their exertions were made 
with fuch a degree of agitating violence, as feemoi to carry the .per- 
formers beyond what their ftrength was able to fuftain ; and had the per- 
formance finiftied with the third ad, we Ihould have retired froih'their 
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theatre with a much higher idea of the moral tendency of their drama, 
than was conveyed by the oiSenfive, libidinous fcene, exhibited by the ladies 
in the concludit^ part. The language, of the long, no doubt, corre- 
fponded with the obfcenity of their jfftions; which were parried to a de- 
gree of extravagance jthat were calculated to produce nothing but difguft, 
even to the moft licentious. 

This kooarah occupied about an hour^ and concluded with the de- 
fcending fun, it being contrary to law that fuch reprefentations fhould 
continue after that time of day. The fpeftators inftantly retired in the 
moft orderly noanner, and difperfed in the greateft good humour ; appa- 
rently highly delighted with the entertainment they had received. But 
a.s the gratification I had promifed on this occafion required the abfcnce of 
light, and could not be exhibited to advantage until a late hour, the mul- 
titude were permitted to re-affemble in our neighbourhood foon afterwards 
for this purpofe. 

Our exhibition commenced about feven in the evening, and as we 
ftill poffelfed a confiderable variety of firt-works in a tolerably good 
ftate of prefervation, an ample affortment wasi provided ; and on being 
thrown off, they produced from the expefting multitude fuch acclama- 
tions of furprize and admiration from all quarters, as may be eafily ima- 
gined to arife from the feelings bf perfons totally unacquainted with 
objefts of fuch an extraordinary nature. Tamaahmaah fired the two firft 
rockets ; but there were only one or two of the chiefs who had courage 
fufficient to follow his example; and it was oblerved amongft thofe who 
were near us at the^time, that in diefe apprehenfion was more predomi- 
nant than pleafure. The whole concluded with Ibme excellent Bengal- 
liglhts, which illuminating the neighbourhood to a great diftance, almoft 
equal to the return of dky, feemed to produce more general fatisfaftion 
than the preceding part of the exhibition; and on its being announced, 
that the light was Ihewn to condu 61 them lafely to their refpeftive habita- 
tions, the crowd retired ; and in the fpace of half an hour the ufual ftill- 
iiefs of the night w^ fo completely reftored, that it would rather have 
b^n imagined there had not been a fingle ftrange'r in our neighbourhood, 
thanlliat thoufands had fo recently dfeparted. 
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As iJic number of thefe iftrangers had increaRd, fo a gradual augnien- 
tati 9 n of the king’s nightly guard had taken jjiace; but on this evening 
the guards were at lead doubled, and in number amounted to about forty, 
armed with pallaloos and iron daggers, and flationed in different places 
about the royal refidence. . 

This having been the twelfth day’s abfence of Mr. Menzies and his 
party, and having far exceeded the limits of time that I expefted their 
propofed excurfion could have required, I began to be anxious left fome 
accident or indifpofition had detained them in the interior country ; (be- 
ing pcrfe6ll^ fatisfied that there was not the leaft danger to be appre- 
hended from the natives,) efpecially Ss I had received only one note from 
the party, and that on the cornniencemeht of their journey from the fouth 
point of the ifland ; and although their excurfion had not at that time 
been attended tvith the expedition I could have wifhed, yet I had reaf’on 
befoi^ now to have expefted their return. 

I’he period of our departure being fail approaching, in order that 
we might be in readinefs to fail on the arrival of the party, I direfted 
that every thing fliould be prepared the next morning for embarking 
fuch matters as we had on fhore. Moft of the principal chiefs having, as 
ufual, joined our party at breakfaft, the highefl fatisfaflion and admira- 
tion Vas exprefled at the exhibition that ch)fed the entertainments of the 
preceding day ; whilft the preparations that were making for our depar- 
ture occafioned a univerfal regret. It was well known that I had already 
exceeded the time of my intended ftay, and that the hour would come 
when a feparation muft inevitably take place, .and probably never to 
meet again. Such were the topics of our converfation rojind the 
breakfaft table, when information was brought that a. cartridge box, 
which the centinel had fuffered to lie carelrfsly about, had been ftolen 
from on board the Chatham. On this unpleafant circumftance being 
firft reported, Tamaahmaah feemed to be indifferent aj to its recovery . 
^Hedging diat the centinel had been much in fault in not having taken 
proper care of his accoutrements. His reafoning w*as undoubfcdly for- 
je6l, and I would willingly have jpaffed the tranfgredion unnoticed, rather 
than have rifked the chance of any interruption to Our prefent harmony ; 
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had not the uniform negative that I had put upon every folicitation from 

ihefe people, for arms or ammunition, and which was only to be fup- v v- — * 

ported by. layiijg, that all fuch articles belonged to His Majefty Kjirg 
George, and that they w’ere hrittly tt^ooed, rendered it abfolutely necef- 
fary that I Ihould infill on the reftitution of the thing ftolen. 

Tlie conver ration diat this unfucky incident produced, <lrew for a ftiort 
time a veil of gloom over the cheerfulnefs which had generally pre- 
vailed ; and although this was extremely unpleafant at fo interefling a 
period, it was attended with the good clfeCl of ftimulating the king to 
lend Kahomnotoo in quell of the cartridge-box, who, in about half an 
hour, brought it to us. It had been found in the lioufe oVCavahecroo, 
the chief of ’the diflrift of Kaoo, and the principal perfon at the village 
Kowrowa ; but of the thief, who was a woman, no tidings could be 
procured ; as flie had either made her efcape, or ^Yas protefled under 
the peculiar privileges with which that village is endowed, in giving pi'O^ 
teelion to offenders of various deferiptions, whilll they remain within its 
preein6ls. 

The accoutrement however being rcflored, with its contents undimi- 
nifhed and in good order, all parties were inllantly reconciled, and our fo- 
eiety brought back to its former flandard of harmony and good fpirits ; 
though it was apparent th.at the latter had received fome little cheeJe, in 
eonfequence of the indications of the near approach of our departure, 

• by the removal of our fevcral matters from the fliores to 'the velTels. 

In the afternoon, intelligence was brought that our travellers had reach- 
ed the furnniit of Mowna Roa, and that they were on their way back ; but, 
from the native whd brought us this information, it appeared, that they 

• would yet be fome days belbre they arrived, as they intended to return 
by land, and the roads tltey had to pafs were very indiflerenr. 

Having refuined my relidence on board the lltip, I was on friday compli- I'mli.) 
mentedVith a fornlal vifit from all the great perfonages in the neiglibour- 
hood, except Cavaheeroo ; who., having accepted the llolen cartridge-box, 

I confidered as an aei'cfiary in the theft, and on that account I would not 
. permit him to enter the fhip. This excepii<in was -no frnall mortification 
<^'o - Ins pride, nor difappointnient to bis mterell, as none of his affociates 
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_‘79.3- returned to die fhore without a handfome token of my efteem. Tainaah- 

rcbruary. , , ^ ' 

< — ^ — > motoQ, and his retinue, though lefs deferving of fuch marks of atten- 
tion, and with litde claim to any acknowledgment froiji me, were not 
omitted, but received fuch prefen(.s as their rcfpeftive conditions and 
the occalion feemed to demand. With this party had come a daughter 
of Tamaahniaah, about nine years age. She had not vifited us when 
we were here before, nor had we ever feen her until the arrival of 
Taimahmotoo, to whofe charge file had fome time fince been entrufted for 
the purpofe of being educated and brought up agreeably to the cuftom 
of diefe iflands. She bore a ftriking likenefs to her father, and though 
far from being handfome, had an expreffive intelligent countcnancC} and 

was a very cheerful and engaging girl. 

All the chiefs that were expefted being now aflembled, I inquired of 
the king when the propofed voluntary ceflion of the ifland was to be 
confirmed. A Ihort converlation immediately took place between Ta~ 
maahmaah and fome of his counfellors then prefent ; the refult of which 
was, that as a taboo-poory was to commence on the evening of the enfuing 
funday, and would continue until tuefday morning, they were unani- 
moufly of opinion, that it would be highly proper to embrace that op- 
portunity of reconfulting the priefts,* that each might be fully fatisfied 
with the propriety of the meafure they were about to adopt. Tamaah- 
maah at the fame time requefted, that I would attend him at the grand 
morai during the interdiftion. 

This was a reply that I did not altogether like, nor did I expeft it, as 
they were .all convinced how anxious. I now was to take my. departure. 
A final appeal to -the priefts, however, I was given to underftand, could 
not be difpenfed with ; and as there was little probability of the party 
from Mowna Roa returning much before that time, I was induced to pro- 
mife that I would comply with their wifiies. 

There appeared little reafon to believe that the celtion w'ould not be 
made, although fome previous ceremonies were ftill wanting, before they 
would be enabled to make the furrender in form,* which at ‘this time 
was fi.xed for the -following tuefday; immediately after which, I'in-- 
formed them, 1 fliould fail with the land wind for Tyahtatooa andToeai^T^ 
3 to 
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lo the former, for the purpofe of more particularly examining the an- ydlV' 

chorage, and to the latter for the purpofe of procuring fuch a further ' v- — ’ 

flock of refrefhjnents as we could conveniently take ; well knowing that 
we ought to place little dependence op the precarious fupply that Mo'ivee, 

Woahoo, or the reft of the iflarids to leeward might afford. 'I'hc whole 
of the party did me the favor to fay, that they would remain on board 
until we quitted Owhyhee. 

I was very much concerned to find, that my carneft endeavours to 
bring about a reconciliation, and to eftablifh peace amongft thefe 
iflands, had proved unfuccefsful. The .mutual dlftrull that continued 
to exift amongll the people of the feveral iflands, tvhicli I had forefeen 
to be the greateft difficulty'* there was to combat, and which I had ap- 
prehended would be ail inl’urmountable obftacle, had proved fatal to the 
attainment of this defirable objeft. Immediately on my arrival here, I 
inquired if my letter from Mowee had been received, and received *a'h ‘ 
anfwer in the negative. But I was given to underftand, that a fmall party 
from that illaud had arrived on the weftern fide of Owhyhee, wliofe ob- 
je6t was fufpefted to be that of feizing on fome of the inhabitants there, 
for the purpofe of taking them away, and of facrificing them in their re- 
ligious rites at Mowee ; and fome reports went fo far as to aflert that 
this diabolical obje61 had been effe6led. On further inquiry, iKnvTver, 
this faft appeared to be by no means eftabliflicd ; as it was pofitively in- 
filled on by fome, and by others as pofitively denied. One circumftance, 
however, both parties^agreed in, that of tlsc people from Mov/ce having 
been under, the ncceftity of making a hafty retreat. I could not under- 
ftand that any chieF was in the neighbourhood of the place where tlu \' 
had landed ; and Tamaakmaah himfelf, either from a conviclion that tiicy 
had been unfairly dealt with, or that I ftiould difapprove of the fulpici 
ous narrow policy that had influenced the condu^l of his people on 
this occafion, was ’unwilling to allow that he had been made dull ac- 
quainted with their- arrival, and was always defirous of avoiding the 
fubje6l in* converfati<!»n. 

I 'After many attempts to fix his attention, I at length explained to him 
%hat was the refult of my negociatidn with the chiefs at Mowee ; and 

Vo L. III. II he 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


50 ' 

Fcb^^^’y feemed to concur in opinion witli me, that the party from 

i Mowee who had landed on the weftern fide of Owhyhee, could be no 

other tlian the embafly charged with my letter, and invefted with powers 
to nqgociate for a general pacification. 

It was feme time before I was able to make myfclf thoroughly maftcr 
of thefe circumftances ; yet long before I had afeertained with any to- 
lerable precifion what vv'as the ftate of the bufinefs, I was pcrfeftly con- 
vinced that no overtures of this nature would be attended with fuccefs, 
and that nothing but by my paffing backwards and forwards between the 
feveral iflands in the maimer before ftated, would anfwcr any good pur- 
pofe ; could I have done this, I entertained no doubt of accomplifhing 
this defirable objeft ; but neither our circunrtllances nor our time would 
admit of iny engaging in this talk, particularly at the prefent feafon of the"^ 

year, when very boifterous weather ufually prevails amongll thefe iflands, 

* againft which we fliould occafionally have been obliged to beat to 
windward. Our fails, rigging, and probably our marts, would neceflarily 
have fullered in point of wear and tear, even Ihould we have been fo for- 
tunate to have avoided any material damage by accident; and as our 
flock of thofe eflential articles, even with the fupply we had received from 
port Jackfon, which was very fhort of wliat I had requclled, demanded 
the greateft mconomy and care to make’them lart, without fubjefting us 
to unpleafant and even difaftrous circumrtances, during our progrefs in 
the unaccomplilhed part of our voyage; I was under the neceffity ol, 
declining any further perfonal interference, notwithflanding that I was 
fatisfied the happinefs and tranquillity of many thoufands might have been 
fecured, at Icall for a time, could I have undertaketi this, important bufi- 
nefs. 

This conviflion did not fail to claim a great (bare of my attention; but 
the execution of the feveral important ohjefts ol’our voyage that yet re- 
mained unfiniflied, and which were of an extenfive nature, compelled me 
to give up all thoughts of fecondary confiderations. The completion of 
our bufinefs that appertained to the north pacifie ocean, I Jiad fo far 
hopes of effeftiug in the courfe of the enfuing feafon, that I had not dc;- , 
manded the return of the Daedalus with a further fupply of ftorcs, -nor 
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indeed was it certain that fuch a fupply could have been obtained from ^ ’794« 
port Jackfon ; we had therefore to rely on the difpenfatioiis of Divine v— — * 
Providence, and'our own care and fr&gality, for the accompliflinient of 
the remaining part of our furvey withfthe ftores we had Hill remaining. 

Tamaahmaah having become acquainted with our intended route from 
Karakakooa, and being watchful to embrace cv’ery opportunity liy which 
he could continue his good offices, either for our prefent comfort, or our 
future welfare, ordered one of his principal domeHics to depart imme* 
diatcly for Toeaigh; there to provide according to his directions fuch 
things as we flood in need of, and to have them in jcadinefs for em- 
barkation on our arrival. • 

After thclej and other lefs important arrangements had been made re - 
lative to our departure, the king with his companions returned to the 
fhore. About this time the gentlemen made their appearance from Mowna 
Roa, having defeended from the mountains in a ftraight line to the 
lea ffiorc, from whence they had returned by water; but had not thi.s 
been their route, their journey hither would have occupied Tome few 
days more. At firft fight of the travellers I regretted the delay I had fo 
recently confented tO; but it was now too late to rctratl, efpecially as, on 
the moft trivial occafions, I had made it a point to perform all proniifcs 
made to thefe people with fcrupulous punCluality. Two or three days 
therefore were not of fufficient importance to us, to induce my breaking 
•in upon the arrangements I had juft made with Tamdakniaah\ who would 
cafily have difeovered, .that nor.cw caiifc had arifen for any alteration in 
our plan ; and I therefore determined to remain contented until tuefday, 

^vhen the reftriClions of the taboo were to ccafc. This afforded an op- 
portunity to feme of the olficers, whofe attention to their fcveral duties 
had confined them hitherto to the fea ffiore, to make a fliort excurfion 
into the adjacent country. 

I’he building of Tamaahmaah's veffel was now fo far advanced, that I 
confidered its completion an eafy tafic for his people to perform under 
the dire6li®n of Boid? Vho moft probably had, by his attention to our 
, oafpenters, added fome information to his former knowledge in fliip- 
building. Her frame was completely fixe*d, and all tliat remained to be 
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^ »794- done was fome part of tlie planking, and fitting up her infide according 
to the tafte and fancy of Taviaahmaah. Having no doubt but all this 
Saturday s 2 . would be cffefled with little difftfculty by theinfelves, on faturday our 
carpenters were ordered to repair on board with their tools. ^ Bcfides the 
affiftance I had aflbrded in building the hull of the veflTcl, I had furnifticd 
J'amaahmaah with all the iron work fhe would further require ; oakum 
and pitch for caulking, projjer mafis, and a fet of fchooncr fails, with 
canvafs, needles, and twine to repair them hereafter. With refpeft to 
cordage, they Itad a fufficiency of their own nianufafture for her rigging, 
fchooncr falhion, and every other neceffary purpofe. 

Tamaahinaak was exceedingly well plcafed, and thankful for our exer- 
tions; and it was extremely gratifying to my feelings to refle6i, that fuch 
valuable opportunities fliould have offered for bellowing this gratifi- 
cation upon the king, and many eflential benefits upon his people ; all 
“’of whom were now well convinced, tliat thefe fuperior advantages were 
only to be obtained by the conftant exercife of the fame honefty and ci- 
vility, by which thefe had been fecured to them on the prefent occafioa. 

Very little doubt can be entertained of the exalted pleafure Ta- 
maahmaah ^v'ould enjoy in the attainment, by honorable means, of fo 
defirable an objc6l as his new fchooncr; efpecially at thofe times, when 
his mind recurring to the virtuous caufes that had given him fo valu- 
able a pofleffion, he would naturally make a comparifon between them, 
and the criminal mefifures purfued by Tamaahinotoo for a fimilar acquifi - 
tion ; w’hich he had no fooner pofielfed by treachery and barbarity, than 
he was deprived of it with indelible marks of infamy, and the lofs of his 
reputation and chara^ler. * 

Sunday S3. On funday evening, agreeably to ray promife, I accompanied Tamaxih' 

maah to the morai, and fubmitted to all the forms, regulations, and re- 
ftri6lions of the taboo. The ceremonies were lirnilar to thofe I had before 
obferved, though they were more concile, lefs form*al, and attended by 
fewer perfbns. 

I was not on this, as on the former occafiou, pftfely an idlofpeftator; 
but was in fome degree one of the aflors, Whilft in the morning the 
principal ceremonies and prayers were performing, I w'as called upon to 

give 
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give my opinion on fcveral matters that were agitated at one time by , '79i- 

11* 1 1 11 n 1 r ^ I'cbniiirv 

the king, and at others by the principal prieus. Amonglt thele, was ■ - — 
the propriety of- their remaining at ^jeace, or making war againll the 
other iflands? The ceffion of the ifla^d; and if by that voluntary mea- 
fure, they would be confidered as the fubjefts of Great Britain ? Under 
this imprelfion, in what manner ‘ought they to condu61 thcmfelves to- 
wards all ftrangers, as well thofe who might vifit them from civilized 
nations, as the inhabitants of the neighbouring illands? With thefe, and 
fome other queftions of lefs importance, I was very ferioufly interro- 
gated; and I made fuch anfwers to each as was confident with my own 
fituation, and, as I confidered, werp moft likely to tend irf future to 
their happine’fs and tranquillity. 

I was not prohibited in my turn from offering my fuggeflions, or de- 
nfanding their attention to my requifitions. Anxious left the objeft I 
had fo long had in view ftiould hereafter be defeated ; namely, that*ejf 
cftablilhing a breed of flieep, cattle, and other European animals in thefe 
illands, which with fo much difficulty, trouble, and concern, I had at 
length fucceeded fo far as to import in good health and in a thriving con- 
dition; I demanded, that they Ihould be tabooed for ten years, with a 
diferetionary power in the king alone to appropriate a certain number of 
the males of each Ipccies, in cafe that fex became predominant, to the ufc 
of his own table ; but that in fo doing the women Ihould not be prc- 

• eluded partaking of them, as the intention of their being ‘brought to the 
ifland was for the general ufe and benefit of every inhabitant of both 
fexes, as foon as their numbers fliould be fufficiently increafeft to allow 
of a general diflribulion amongft the people. This was unanimoufly 

• approved of, and faithfully promifed to be obferved with one exception 

only; that with refpeft to the meat of thefe feveral animals, the women 
were to be put on the lame footing as with their dogs and fowls; they 
were to he allowed \o eat of them, but not of the identical animal that 
men had partaken, or of which they were to partake. Mucli con- 
verfation .took place 'on thefe different fubjefts, when not otherways 
^rrgaged in fun6lions of a religious nature; all. thefe ceafing at fuiv 
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done was feme part of the planking* and fitting up her infide according 
to the tafte and fancy of Tamaahmaak. Having no doubt but all this 
would be effefted with litde dififiteulty by themfelves, on faturday our 
carpenters were ordered to repair ^n board widi their tools. Befides the 
afnitance I had afforded in building the hull of the veflel, I had furnUhed 
Tamaahmaah with all the iron work fhe would further require; oakum 
and pitch for caulking, proper mafts, and a fet of fchooner fails, widi 
canvafs, needles, and twine to repair them hereafter. With refpeft to 
cordage, they had a fuffieiency of their own manufafture for her rigging, 
fchooner fafhion, and every other neceflary purpofe. 

Tamaakinaah was exceedingly well pleafed, and thankful for our exer- 
tions ; and it was extremdly gratifying to my feelings to refle 61 , that fuch 
valuable opportunities (hould have offered fewr bellowing this gratifi- 
cation upon the king, and many efiential benefits upon his people; dll 
“tDf'whom were now well convinced, that thefe fuperior advantages were 
only to be obtained by the conftant cxercife of the lame honefty and ci- 
vility, by which thefe had been fecured to them on. the prefent occafioa. 

Very little doubt can be entisrtained of the exalted pleafure Ta- 
maahmaah would enjoy in the attainment, by honorable means, of fo 
defirable an objeft as his new fchooner; efpecially at thofe times, when 
his imind recurring to the virtuous caufes that had given him fo valu- 
able a pofleflion, he would naturally make a comparifon between them, 
and the criminal me&fures purfued by Temoahmatoo for a fimilar acquiC- 
tion; which he had no fooner poffeffed by treachery and barbarity, than 
he was deprived of it with indelible marks of infamy, and the lofs of his 
reputation and chara£ler. * 

Sunday es. On funday evening, agreeably to ray promife, I accompanied Tamaah- 
maah to the moral, and fubraitted to all the forms, regulations, and re- 
ftriflions of the taboo. The ceremonies were fimilar to thofe I had before 
obferved, though they were more concife, lefs fonrfal,. and attended by 
fewer perfbns. 

I was not on this, as on the former oceafionr, pOrely an idle* fpeftator ; 
but was in feme degree one of the aflors. W’hilft in the morning the 
principal ceremonies and prayers were performing, I was called upon to 

give 
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give my opinion on feveral matters that were agitated at one time by 
the king, and at others by the principal priefts, Amongft thefe, was 
the propriety of their remaining at ^ace, or making war againftthe 
other iflands ? The ceffion of the iflayd ; and if by. that voluntary tnea- 
fure, they would be confidered as the fubje£ls of Great Kritain? Under 
this imprelTion, in wh&t manner ‘ought they to conduft tlremfelves to- 
wards all ftrangers, as well thole who might vifit them from civilized 
nations, as the inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands? With theib, and 
fome other queftions of lefs importance, I was very ferioufly interro- 
gated; and I made fuch anfwers to each as was confiftent with my own 
fituation, and, as I confidered, were ntoft likely to tend iri future to 
their happinefs and tranquillity. • 

I was not prohibited in my turn from offering my fuggcllions, or de- 
nfanding their attention to my requifitions. Anxious left the objeft I 
had fo long had in view Ihould hereafter be defeated; namely, that-of 
cftablilhing a breed of flieep, cattle, and other European animals in thefe 
iflands, which with fo much difficulty, trouble, and concern, I had at 
length fucceeded fo far as to import in good health and in a thriving con- 
dition ; I demanded, that they Ihould be tabooed for ten years, with a 
difcretionary power in the king alone to appropriate a certain number of 
the males of each fpccies, in cafe that fex became predominant, to the ufe 
of his own table ; but that in fo doing the women Ihould not be pre- 
• eluded partaking of them, as the intention of their being brought to the 
ifland was for the general ufe and benefit of every inhabitant of both 
fexes, as foon as their numbers ffiould be fufficiently increafed to allow 
of a general diflributiori amongft the people. This was unanimoufly 
approved .of, and faithfully promifed to be obferved with one exception 
only ; that with refpefl; to the meat of thefe feveral animals, the women 
were to be put on the feme footing as witli their dogs and fowls ; they 
were to be allowed Yo eat of them, but not of the identical animal that 
men had partaken, or of which they were to partake. Much con- 
verfation .took plac«*on thefe different fubje6ls, when not otherways 
lerfgaged in funClions of a religious nature; all. thefe ceafing at fun- 
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rife the next morning, I repaired ori‘ board, and fotfnd ^Vejy thing ift 
readinefs for our departure. i ' 

■ in the forenoon the king and <^een, accompanied bry the 

king’s brother, Crymamakow, half ^brother to the king, and .chief of the 
diftrifl of Amakboa ; Kahozomotoo, father to the queen, and chief of the 
diftrift of Kona; Kavdheeroo, chief of the diftriftof KaOw; TianHA) chief 
of the diftrift of Poona ; TamaaJimotdOy chief of the diftrift of Koarra ; 
Trywhookee, half brother to the king, arid Our moft faithful prote£lor and 
purveyor at the encampment ; all alTembled on board the Difeovery, for 
the purpofe of formally ceding and furrendering the ifland of Owhyhee 
to me for* His Britannic Majefty, his heirs and fuccelfors; there were 
prefent on this occafion befides myfelf, Mr. Puget, and all the officers of 
the Difeovery. 

Tamaahmaah opened the bufinefs in a fpeecli, which he delivered with 
"*^reat moderation and equal firmnefs. He explained the reafons (already 
Hated) that had induced him to offer the ifland to the proteHion of Great 
Britain ; and recounted the numerous advantages that himfelf, the chiefs, 
and the people, were likely to derive by the'furrender they were about to 
make. He enumerated the foveral nations that fince Captain Cook’s dil- 
covery of thefe iflands had occafionally relbrted hither, each of which 
was‘ too powerful for them to reflft ; and as thefe vifitors had come more 
frequently to their fliores, and their numbers feemed to increafe, he con- 
fidered that the inhabitants would be liable to more ill treatment, and 
flill greater impofuions than they had yet endured, unlefs they could be 
prote6led«againfl; fuch wrongs by foijie one of the civilized .powers with 
whofe people they had become acquainted ; that at prefent they were 
completely independent, under no fort of engagement whatever, and 
were free to make choice of that ftate which in their opinion was moft 
likely by its attention to their fecurity and interefts, to anfwer the pur- 
pofe for which the propofed furrender was intended. * For his own part 
he did not hcfitate to declare the preference he entertained for the king of 
Great Britain, to whom he was ready to acknoVledge his fubmiffion; 
and demanded to know who had any objeHion to follow his example. 
1 This 
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Thi$ produced an hataBgue from each of the five, chiefs, all of whom p’J 94 . 
had fome ideas to offer on this important fubjeft. t 

The warlike fpirit and ambitious views of Kahowmotop liad long taught 
him to indulge the flattering hope, th^jt on fome future day he Ihould be 
enabled to acquire the fovereignty of Mo wee. This prompted him to 
date in a fpirited and hianly.fpeedh, that on their becoming conneftcd 
and attached to fo powerful a nation, they ought no longer to fuffer the 
indignities which had been offered to their ifland Owhyhee by the peo- 
ple of Mowee ; he alfo candidly enumerated the offences tliat Mowee 
had juftly to complain of in return; but as thefe bore no propor- 
tion to her aggrcffions, he contended, that Ihe ough^ to be chaftized, and 
that when a force for their proteftion fhould be obtained from England, 
the lirft obje61: of its employment ought to be the conqueft of Mowee ; 
aftfer which the care of its government fhould be intrufted to fome re- 
fpeftable chief, whofe interefl and inclination could be depended upon as 
being friendly towards Owhyhee. 

Kavaheeroo, a chief of a very different difpofition, content with the 
ftation he filled, and the comforts he enjoyed, looked forward with plea- 
fure to the confequences that were likely to refult from the adoption of 
die meafure propofed ; having no doubt of its tending to their future 
fafety and proteflion, which had now become highly expedient in f»me 
way to effeft, and of its being the means of producing a general pacifi- 
cation with their relations and friends, as he termed them', on the other 
iflands. 

Tianna, after agreeing with Kahowmotop, that Mowee ought to be 
chaftized; and With* Cavaheeroo, in the neceffity of Owhyhee being 
protefted; prdpol'ed that fome perfons, duly authorized for that pur- 
pofe, fhould refide on Ihore by way of guards, and flatal that a velfcl or 
two would be requifite to defend them by lea. He very judlcioufly oh- 
ferved further, that*fo great a fimilarity exifted between the people of 
the four nations with whom they were already acquainted, but more par- 
ticularly fo between thd Englilh and the Americans, that in the event of 
, thetr prefent furrender being accepted, and of a veflcl being lent out 
for their proteflion, they fliould be doubtful as to the realit)' of fuch 

perfons 
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*T94'‘ pcribns coming from. England* unlefs fome of the officers then prelent, 
Februap'. ^ board the veflels with whom they were acquainted, 

and who they were convinced ^’did belong to Kihg George, fiiould 
retiirn to Owhyhee with the fucoours required. This appeared to him 
a meafure of fo much confequence that it could not bedifpenfed with, for 
otherways, any of the diftant nations, knowing tKey had ceded the iiland 
to the linglifli government, might fend to them fhips and men whom 
* they had never before fccn, and who, by afferting they had come from 
England and belonged to King George, would deceive them into the 
obedience of a people againft whom they Ihould afterwards moft proba- 
bly revolti s 

Thefe were the prominent features In the feveral fpeeches made on the 
occafion ; in ev'cry one of which their religion, government, and domef- 
tic oeconomy was noticed ; and it was clearly underftood, that no inter- 
ference was to take place in either ; tliat Taniaahmaah, the chiefs and 
priells, were to continue as ufual to officiate with the fame authority as 
before in their refpeftive ftations, arid that no alteration in thofe parti- 
culars was in any degree thought of or intended. ' 

Thefe preliminaries being fully difeuffed, and thoroughly underftood 
on both fides, the king repeated his former propofition, which was 
now unanimoufly approved of, and the whole party declared their 
confent by faying, that tliey were no longer Tanata no Owhyhee, (i. e.), 
the people of Owhyhee; but Tanata “no Britannee, (i. e.) the people. of 
Britain. This was inftantly made known to the furrounding crowd in 
their numerous canoes about the veflels, and the fame expreflions 
.were cheerfully .repeated throughout the attending multitude. 

Mr. Puget, accompanied by fome of the officers, immediately went on 
fhore ; there difplayed theBritifli colours, and took pofleffion of the ifland 
in His Mcijefty’.s name, in conformity to the inclinations and defire of 
Tamaahmciah and his fubje^is. On this ceremony* being finifhed, a fa- 
lute was fired Irom the veflels, after -which the following infcripiion on 
copper was depofited in a very confpicuous place'' St the royal 'refidence. 

“ On tlie 25th of february, 1794, Taniaahmaah, king of Owhyhee, in 
“ council witii the principal chiefs of the ifland aflembled on board His 
Britannic Majcfty s floop Difeovery in Karakakooa bay, and in the 

“ prcfcnce 
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** prefence of George .Vancouver, commander of the faid floop; Lieu- 
tenant JPeter Puget, coitimander of his faid Majelly’s armed tender the — 
“ Chatham; and the other officers of •the Difcovery; after due confide- 
ration, unanimoufly ceded the faid Mland of Owhyhee to His Britannic 
“ Majefty, and acknowledged therafelves to be fubjefts of Great 
“Britain.” * , ' 

Such a diftribupon of ufeful or ornamental articles was now made to 
the principal chiefs, their favorite women, and other attendants, ^ as 
Tdmaakmaah and myfelf efteemed to be fuitable to their refpeftive ranks 
and (lations on this memorable occahon. 

Thus concluded the -ceremonies .of ceding the illand of Owhyhee to 
the Britiffi crown; btir whether this addition to the empire will ever 
be of any importance to Great Britain, or whether the furrender of the 
ifland will ever be attended with any additional happinefs to its people, 
time alone ihuft determine. . It was however a matter of great fatisfaC- 
tion to me^ that this conceffion had not only been voluntary, but gene- 
ral; that it had not been fuggefted by a party, nor been the wiffi of a 
few, but the defire of every inhabitant with whom we had any conver- 
fation on the fubjeft ; moft of thefe having attended the external cere- 
monies, without (hewing any other figns than thole of perfeft approba- 
tion ; and the whole bufinefs having been condufled by the king and his 
advilers with great Ileadinefs, and in the moft ferious manner, left me no 
•doubt of the fincerity.of their intentions to abide ftriflJiy by their en- 
gagement. 

This tranfaflion muftever be copfidered, under all the attendant cir- 
cumftances, -as of a 'peculiar nature; and will ferve to (hew that man, 

• even in this rude uncultivated ftate, will not, except from apprehenfion 
or the moft preffing ijeceffity, voluntarily deliver up to another his legi- 
timate rights of territorial jurifdiflion. 

With refpefl to dftronomical obfervations whilft at Karakakooa, our 
attention had been principally direfled to the rates and errors of the 
chronometers; thefe \(n being landed the 21ft of January, 1794, ftiewed 
VoL. III. I the 
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* 794 * the longitude by KeddaH’s to be • 205* 8^45" 

Arnold’s No. *4, - - - - 2C4 26 

■ ' Ditto 176, - - - o ^ 204 1 

The true longitude of Karakaloooa being 204®, fhews . 
their refpefhve errors ; by which Kendall’s chronometer 
was at noon on the 19th of februaiy, 1794* faft of mean 
time at Greenwich, . - - - 3 *’ 3 cf 17" 59'" 

And, by twenty-fix days correfponding altdtudes, was. 
found to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 15 t 6 

Arnold’s No. 14, fall of me:an time at Greenwich, as 

above, ' - - - . - . 3 ^5 49 59 

And gaming on mean time per day at the rate or 21 12 

Arnold’s No. 1 76* fiift of mean time at Greenwich, as . 

above, - - - - - 7 3^ 33 59 

Ahd gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 48 28 

Arryld’s No. 82, on board the Chatham, faft of mean 
time at Greenwich, as above, - - . ^ ^5 53 59 

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 35 25 

The latitude, by twenty-one meridional altitudes of the fun, and three 
meridional altitudes of the ftars, varying from 19® 2/ 27’' to 19* 28' 27", 
and differing 20" from the mean refult of the oblervations made in the 
month of march, 1793, (hewed by the mean refiilt of both years obfer- 
vations, thelafitude to be 19* 28' 2". 
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CHAPTER II. 

Quit Karakakooa--Vifit Tyahtatom and Toeaigh bays — Some defcription of 
the anchorage at thofe places-^Extmine the northern fides of Mowee^ 
WoohoOf and Attotaai — ObfervaJtions on the anchorage aJt Attowai and 
Onehoto — Leccoe the Sandxdch ijlands. 


Nothing now remained to detain us in Karakakooa bay, the memora* 
ble fpot where Captain Cook unfortunately fell a facrifice to his undaunted 
and enterprifing fpirit. Notwithftanding it had, in that melancholy in- 
ftance, proved latal to one of the moft illuftrious navigators that the world 
ever produced, yet to us it had proved an afyluin, where the hofpita- 
ble reception, and friendly treatment were fuch as could not have been 
furpafled by the moft enlightened nation of the earth. The unremltted 
attention in the fuperior clafles, to preferve good order, and infure the 
faithful difchargc of every fervice undertaken by the fubordinate defcrip- 
tion of the people, produced an uniform degree of refpeft in their de- 
portment, a cheerful obedience to* the commands they received, and a 
ftrift obfervance anrf conformity to fair and honeft dealing in all their 
commercial intercourfe. Excepting in the inftances of the table knives, 
the centinel’s cartridge-box, and a few others of little moment, occafi- 
oned, vfry probably, by our want of difcretion in leaving irrefiftible 
temptations in their way, we had little to complain of; and fuch circum- 
ftances of this nature as did occur, ought only to be confidered as re- 
flexions on the particular individuals concerned, and not as generally 
charaXeriftic of the whole people. 

I 2 ’ 
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All our friends were prepared to attend us ; feme were on board, and 
others were in their canoes, ready to follow the fhip as foon as ftie got 
tinder fail. This was effefted aboht three in the mornitjg of wednefday. 
Accompanied by the Chatham, ^e direfted our courfe, .witli a light 
land breeze, clofe along the fhore, tpward Tyahtatooa bay ; the morn- 
ing was delightfully pleafant, and the furrounding objefts, whilft they at- 
tra£led our attention, excited alfo our admiration. ' The country which, 
as we paired, rofe with a gradual, afeent frbm the fea ftiore, fcemed to 
be in a high (late of cultivation, and was interfperfed with a great num- 
ber of extenfive villages ; whilft our numerous companions on the fur- 
face of a ferene tranquil ocean, fanned by a gentle breeze, to which fome 
fpread their fails, and the reft kept up with us by leifurely paddling along, 
added confiderable beauty to the intcrefting feene, and exhibited, by thb 
numerous population, that wealth which the improved ftate of this part 
the ifland fb ftrongly indicated. About eight o’clock we anchored 
in Tyahtatooa bay, in 15 fathoms water, fand and rocky bottom. 

According to Mr. Meares’s account of Mr. Douglas’s voyage, this place 
is reprefented as equal, if not fuperior, to Karakakooa, for fecure an- 
chorage ; but to us it appeared in a very different point of view, as it is 
formed by a fmall bend only in the general direction of the coaft., fcarce- 
ly dbferving the name of a bay. Its northernmoft point from us bore 
by compafs n. 69 w. ; the village called Ane-oo-rooa, being the neareft 
fhore, N. 30 E., about half a mile diftant ; and the point of Kowrooa' 
s. 22 E. The ftation we had taken was as clofe to the land as we could 
with prudence lie, and the bottom, .in all direftions where we founded, 
was a mixture of rocks and fand. A confiderable fwell rolled in from 
the weftward, and by the beaten appearance of the rocks, that chiefly com- 
pofed die fitore, this appeared to be in general the cafe ; and for that 
reafon not a very eligible refting place for (hipping. It however poffef- 
fes an advantage with refpe£l to landing, fuperior to Karakakooa. This 
convenience is produced by the jutting out of two points ; between thefe 
is a fmall cove, defended by fome rocks lying befofe it, which' break the 
violence of the furge,.&nd render the communication with the fhore very 
commodious. The landing is on a fandy beach, before a grove of cocoa 
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nut, bread iruit, and other trees, in the midft of which the village is *794* 
fituated. Towards the fouth part of this cove is a.fpring, which rofe very 
rapidly from amongfl: fome rocks lhat are generally covered with 
the fea water; but when this is low, *which is fometimes.tlie cafe, it is 
found to produce a ftream of excellent frefli water ; and there can be no 
doubt, by ufing proper means, that its current might be diverted, and 
made fubfervient to the domeftic ufe of the neighbourhood, and to vellels 
refitting at Karakakooa, without their being under the neceility of fub- 
mitting to the tardy procefs we were compelled to adopt ; efpecially as 
the diftance between the two places is only ten miles. 

The fouthern bafe of mount Worroray forms thefe ftiores. This 
mountain, witli Mowna Kaah, and Mowna Roa, form each a large mafs 
of elevated land, of which the ifland chiefly confifts, though mount Wor- 
roray is the fmalleft. 

Accompanied by Tamaahmaah, fome of the officers, and feveral of 
the chiefs, I vifited the royal refidence at this place ; which confifted of 
three of the neateft conftru 6 led houfes we had yet feen ; but not having 
been conftantly inhabited for fome time paft, they were not in good re- 
pair. This habitation of the king, like that at Karakakooa, was in the 
neighbourhood of a grand morai, clofe to the fea fide. The morai was 
the moft complete ftrufture of the kind, and kept in the greateft oVder 
and repair, of any that had fallen under our obfervatipn. It was deco- 
*rated with feveral llatues, or idols, carved oitt of the trunks of large 
trees, and meant to imitate the human form ; but tliey were the moft 
gigantic and prepofteroiis figures that can be imagined. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we returned on board to dinner, which 
was purpofely ordered of beef and mutton, to give all the chiefs an idea 
of the value of the animals I had imported, as articles of food ; our party 
was numerous, and they unanimouffy agreed that both were excellent. 

The beef, though faked, feemed to have the preference in their opinion ; 
the mutton was by moft confidered to be very iimilar in its tafte to the 
flefh of thfeir dogs, which they very highly efteem. < The general opinion 
• was taken by vote on the fuperior -excellence of mutton to dog's flefh, 

■ ’ and 
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■ * 794 ' and the preference decided in favor of mutton, only by the catting 

February. . r ^ i r 

voice of Tamaahmaah. 

T was very anxious to quit th& ftation, which is liuiated in latitude 
*9**S7a * longitude 203*54^', left^the rocky bottom ftiould damage our 
cables ; but light breezes from the lea, fucceeded by calms, prevented 
our moving until midnight, when, with a gentle breeze from the Ihore* 
we proceeded (lowly along the coaft to the northward. 

Thurfday*?. jn the forcnoon of the 27th, we had a light breeze from the weftward ; 

with this we (leered for the anchorage at Toeaigh, but a ftrong current 
fetting to the fouth-weftward, we approached it very (lowly ; the wea- 
ther however was fair and pleafant.'and the objefts about us were cheer- 
ful and entertaining, notwithttanding the adjacent (hores were uninie- 
refting, being chiefly compofed of volcanic matter, and producing only 
a few detached groves of cocoa nut trees, with the appearance of little 
cultivation, and very few inhabitants. The deficiency of the population 
on (horewas amply compenlated by the number of our friends that ac- 
companied us afloat in canoes of ail deferiptions ; thefe dill preferving 
the fame orderly behaviour and cheerful good humour, our change of 
lituation was fcarcely perceivable, as the (ame fociability and friendly in- 
tercour(e continued which had exiftfed at Karakakooa. 

As this evening was to be devoted to an appointed taboo that would 
continue until the morning of the ill of march, the king and the red of 
our friends went on (hore for the purpofe of attending their religious 
duties. The weather in the evening being fqually, with variable winds 
and alternate calms, gave me reafon to believe it very probable that we 
fhould.not reach’Our dettination before it was dark; on intimating this to 
Tatnaahmaah, he promiled to have a light placed in fuch a fituation, as 
would condufl us to it with fafety. 

Friday 28. It was not however until near four the next morning that wp gained 
foundings, when we anchored in 30 fathoms water, fandy bottom. After 
it was day-light we removed to the bed anchorage in this bay, whofe 
north-wed point bore by compa& n. 36W., and* the moraii n. 63f..; 
this is a confpicuous objeft, and a good leading mark to this anchorage ; 
it is fituated on 9 barren eminence to the fouthward of the village, and 
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is to be kept in a line with a fmall raddle.;hUl# on the eallern land dc- 

* Fcnrti^i'v* 

fcending from the higher parts, over the village of Toeaigh, on the north ' ^ J 

fide of this fpacious open bay. Its fouA point defeending gradually from 
Worroray, and forming a low point, fcore by compafs s, 31 w.; within 
this point on the rifing land are fome elevated hummocks'; the third of 
thefe, from the point Forming a Rind of laddie hill in a line with a low,, 
projefling, black, rocky point, in the middle of the bay, bearing s. 22 w., 
is a further dire6lion, and a crofs mark for tliis anchorage ; from whence 
the watering place lies s. 79 e., a mile and a half diftant. The fummit 
of Mowna-kaah alfo bore by compafs s. 68 e.; Mowna Roa, s. 33 e.; 
and Worroray, S..5W. In this fituation the depth of water Vas 25 fa- 
thoms, the bottom a ftiff clay, and good holding ground ; incommoded 
by the patch of rocky bottoip. Hated on our former vilit to be at the 
depth of 16 fathoms only; but on a more minute fearch, this was now 
difeovered to Ihoal fuddenly, and the depth to decreafe to 7, 4, and 3 
fathoms, about the fourth of a mile to the fouth-weftward of the llation 
we had taken ; and confequcntly to be a very great inconveniency to the 
roadftcad, which at beft, in, ray opinion, is but a very indifferent one; be- 
ing intirely expofed to the north-weft winds, and the weftern oceanic 
fwell, which beats with great violence on the reels that encompals the 
fhoresj Thefe reefs ftretch out a mile or upwards, leaving between them 
and the land a narrow channel, that affords comfortable and commodi- 
©us landing for fmall boats and canoes; but the landing is at too great 
a diftance from the pl^ce of anchorage to allow of protefting any de- 
barkation from the lliip. 

The only circumftances that feem to render this a defirable Hopping 
place, are the run of water, which however does not conftantly How; 
and the probability of procuring refrelhments, from its contiguity to the 
fertile, and populous weftern part of the diftrift of Koaarra, and the 
plains of Why mea, Tying behind the land that conftitutes this part of 
the fea coaft. 

The country rifes rdther quickly from the fea fide, and, fo far as it 
, could be feen on our approach, had no very promifing afpefl ; it forms a 
kind of glacis, or inclined plane in front of the mountains, immediately 

behind 
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behind wliich the plains of^hymea are Hated to commence, which are 
reputed to be very rich and produflive, occupying a fpace of feveral 
miles in extent, and winding at tl^e foot of thefe three lofty mountains 
far into the country. In this valleiy is a great tra6l of luxuriant, natural 
pafture, whither all the cattle and flieep imported by me* were to be 
driven, there to roam unrellrained, to increafe and multiply” far from 
the fight of ftrangers, and confequently lefs likely to tempt the inhabi- 
tants to violate the facred promife they had made; the obfervance of 
which, for tlie time ftipulated in their interdiftion, cannot fail to render 
the extirpation of thefe animals a talk not eafily to be accomplilhed. 

This day being devoted to their holy rites, the king, with all the pro- 
vincial chiefs, remained in facred retirement. The fame caufe operated 
to deprive us of the fociety of our other vifitors, particularly the females, 
who are on no account permitted to be afloat on tliefe occafions. 

. The next morning the king, with all our friends, were again about die 
veflels. In the courfe of the day a further proof of the liberality of 
Tarnaahmaah's difpofition was given, by his prefenting us with near an 
hundred hogs of the largefl fize, and as great a quantity of vegetables as 
both veflels could well difpofe of j with offers of a furUier fupply if 
thefe were infufficient. 

If was my intention to have failed with the land wind in the evening, 
but TaviaahTnaah pointing out that fince* thurfday his engagements on 
fliore had totally deprived him of our fociety ; firft by his attendance on 
their religious ceremonies, and afterwards in procuring and fending us 
the fupplies we required ; and foliciting, at the fame time, in the moft 
earneft manner, that the laft day Ihould be dedicated to the enjoyment 
of each other's company, I was induced to remain the following day, to 
prove to him that there was no indulgence in my power, compatible 
with my duty, that I would not grant, in return for the friendlhip and 
regard he had on all occafions manifelled towards us, and that in the 
moft princely and unlimited manner. 

The fucceeding day was confequently paffed in receiving farewell vifits, 
and making farewell acknowledgments to our numerous friends ; who all 

; . , expreffed 
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^'xprefTed tli€ high fatisfaftion they had experienced during our refi- 
dence amongft them, and the deep regret they felt at our departure 
from tlie illand ; after which they wye feen to fteal away gently and 
reluctantly from a fcene that had afforded them fo many valuable ac- 
quirements, and fo much pleating entertainment. By fun-fet nearly the 
whole group was difj^crled in the feveral directions to which their incli- 
nations or necelfities led. The occurrences of this day did not pafs over 
without producing fome impreflions on our fenfibility, from tlic repeated 
ardent felicitations that we w'ould come back to them again, and from 
the undifguifctl finccrity of the wifhes and prayers that were oflered up 
for our future happinefs and profpevity. 

As our departure was to take place with the firft breeze from the land, 
Tamaahmaafi and his cpiecn, unwilling to take leave until tlie very lall 
moment, remained on board until near midnight, w^hen they departed, 
with hearts too full to exprefs the fenfations which the moment of fepara- 
tion produced in each ; with them their honed and judicious counfellors 
Young and Davis returned to the fliore. The good fenfe, moderation, 
and propriety of conduCl in thefe men, daily increafed their own refpec- 
tability, and augmented the edeem and regard, not only of the king 
and all his friends, but even of thofe who were profededly adverfe to 
the cxiding government, and who confequently were at firll inimietd to 
their intered. 

* , As it was a great uncertainty, wdiether we fhould or Ihould not return 
again to thefe illands, I had given thefe tyo W'orthy charaClers their 
choice of taking their pafliige with me to their native country, or of 
remaining on the iUand in the fame fituation which they had fo long 
.filled with credit to theml'elves, and with fo much fatisfaftion to the 
king and the red of the principal people. After mature confidera- 
tion, they preferred their prefent way of life, and were defirous of con- 
tinuing at Owhyhce ; obferving,. that being defi itute of refources, on their 
return home, (which, however, they fpoke of in a way that di& honor to 
their heai^ts and underdandings) they mud be again expofed to the vicilfi- 
tudts of a life of hard labour, for the purpofe of merely acquiring a pre- 
carious fupply of the mod common necefiaries of life ; obje6ls which, for 
. VoL. III. K , fome 



66 


A v'oVage of discovery 

Mar h years paft, had not occahoned them the leaft concern. Nor was 

it probable that they would be liable hereafter to any fort of inconve- 
nience in thofe ref{>efts ; for, befides the high reputation, and univerfal 
good opinion they had acquired amongft all clalfes of the inhabitants, 
they were now confidered in the light of chiefs, and each of them pof- 
feffed a conliderable landed property. ' Here thcy‘lived happily, and in 
the greatefl: plenty ; and, to their praife be it fpoken, the principal ob- 
je61: tliey feemed to have in view was, to cprrefl by gentle means the 
vices, and encourage by the moft laudable endeavours the virtues, of 
thefe illanders ; in this meritorious undertaking they had evidently made 
fome progfefs, and there are reafonable grounds to believe, that, by lleadi- 
ly purfuing the fame line of conduft, it will in time have a due influence 
on the general charafter of thefe people. From us they received every 
attention that could ferve to raife them in the eftimation of the natives ; 
and fuch an aflbrtment of ufcful articles for promoting their comforts, 
as it was in our power to afford. 

Our faithful fhipmate Terehooa, who, to the laft moment, conduced 
himfelf with the greatefl integrity and propriety, was alfo left very ad- 
vantageoufly fituated, under the proteflion of the king, and his old maf- 
ter Kahoxcviotoo, with a large aflbrtment of uleful implements, and or- 
narhcntal articles ; and being firmly attached to Young and Davis, to 
whom he could be very ufeful, and who had it in their power to ferve 
him in return," his future profpe£ls in life feemed to have been much im- 
proved by his excurfions in the Difeovery, of .which he feemed very 
fenfible, ond which he gratefully acknowledged. 

Thus concluded our tranfaclions at Owhyhee, to which we bad 
Mond,i) 3 . adieu about three in the morning of monday the 3d of march, very 
highly indebted for our reception, and the abundant rcfrefhments we 
had procured. • Thefe eflential comforts I fhould have entertained 
no doubly would, in future, have been adminiftcred* to all vifitors who 
fhould conduft themfelves with common honefty and proper decorum, 
had we not left behind us a banditti of rfnegadoes» that had quitted dif- 
ferent trading veflels-in confequence of diiputes with their refpefdiivc 
commanders, who had reforted to this ifland fince the preceding year, 

under. 



under American or Portuguefe colours. Amongfl them was one Por- 
tuguefe, one Chinefe, and one Genoefe, but all the reft appeared to be 
the fubjc6ls of Qreat Britain, as feerrted alfo the major part of the creW 
of the brig Waftiington, although they called themfelves Americans. 
Thefe latter perfons, in the charafter of failors, amounting to fix or fc- 
ven in number, had taken up their abode with different chiefs of fome 
power and confequence, who efteemed thefe people as great acijuifitions, 
from their knowledge of fire-arms ; but as no one of them cou'd produce 
any teftimonials of their former good condufcl;, or even make out a plau- 
hble charaftcr for himfclf or his comrades, it is much to be appre- 
hended they may be the means of creating inteftine counuotibns, by in- 
citing the jcaloufy, and furtliering the ambitious views of the haughty 
chiefs, with whom they are refident. Their machinations to the preju- 
dice of the cxifting government, however, will prove ineffectual, unlefe 
they ftiould be able to elude the watchful attention of Young and Davis'; 
who are both well aware of the danger they ought to be prepared to 
meet; and whofe fidelity to Tamaahmaah, I had every reafon to believe, 
was not of a nature to be fliaken by tlic moft flattering temptations. 

7’liat thefe apprehenfions were well founded I could not entertain the 
lead doubt; for foon after my arrival at Owhyhee, I received, by Young, 
a letter from Mr. William Brown, commanding the Butterworth of Ilon- 
<lon, complaining heavily of a fimilar fet of vagabonds, refiding at Woa- 
•hoo and at Attowai, who had, at the latter place, taken up arms in fupport 
of an inferior chief, againft the authority of Tiato and 7 the fove- 
reigns of that ifland ; and had fo far. forgotten their allegiancOi and the 
rules which humanity, jufiice, and common honefty preferibe, as to con- 
cert, with the natives of Attowai, a plan for the capturing of an Ame- 
rican brig, called the Hancock. This was to have been effefted by feut- 
tling her under water, which w^ould induce the crew to fuppofe flie 
had fprung a very bad leak ; when thefe renegadoes were to advife 
her being hauled on fltore, for the purpofe of faving from her as much 
as pofliblo ; and when’ in this fituation, Ihe would be completely in the 
po^cr, and at the difpofal, of the natives. But, happily for thofe in the 
\’t“flcl, although fhe was near finking, in confequence of a hole cut in 

K 2 her 



68 ' 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


'791- her counter bv fome unknown hand, the reft of the diabolical fcheme 

aarch. t n ... 

detet^kd before the contrivers had time or op.portuuity. to carry it 
into execution, and by the exerliohs of the crew the ve^el was faved. 

Mr. Brown ftatcd further, that by the bad advice, and ftir worfc ex- 
ample, of tliefc people, the natives of moft of the leeward iftands had 
arrived at fuch a degree of daring infolencc, as rendered any com- 
munication with them from linall velfels, or even anchoring near the 
fhores, higlily dangerous ; and tliat he trufted it might be within the limits, 
of my authority to take fromthefe iftands fuch improper and dangerous 
aftbeiates, 

I reprefented in the ftrongeft terms to TanuiahmaaH, all the bad- con- 
fequences that were likely to refuJt from thofe people remaining on 
Owhyhee ; but no arguments could prevail upon him, or the chiefs, 
to deliver them up. Their knowledge in the ufe and management of 
fire-arms, made their fervi<?es of fuch importance, that it was evident 
nothing but corapulfion would have any effc6l ; and to have relbrted to 
fuch a meafure, in M'hich I was by no means certain how far I Ihould 
be juftifiable, w'ould neceflarily have produced a breach, and dcftroyi;d 
that harmony which we had taken fo mucli pains to eftablifli, and care 
to preferve. In addition to which, thefe people were fluted to polfels 
landed property in the ifland, and to have conformed to the laws, both 
civil and religious. Nor had .any fpecific charge been exhibited againfl 
the feven failors living on Owhyhee, like that produced by Mr. Brown, 
againft thofe at Attowai and Woahoev, ^ 

With Kavaheeroo alfo refided a perfon by the name of‘ Howell, who 
had come to Owhyhee in the capacity of a clerk on board the Wafhing ■ 
ton ; he appeared to poflefs a good underflanding, with the advantages 
of an univerfity education, and had been once a clergyman in England, 
but had now fecluded himfelf from European fbciety ; fb that with 
Young, Davis, and Boid, there were now eleven white men on the ifland ; 
but, excepting from thefe latter, I much fear that our Owhyhean friends 
will have little rcafon- to rejoice in any advantagesr they will receive front 
their new civilized companions. 


T-o 
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To Young and Davis I delivered fnch teftimonials of their good con- 
du6l as I confidercd them fully intitlcd to, for the purpofc of fccuring to v—— 
them the vefpc6l,and confidence of futiire vifitors, who would be warned' 
by them of the fnares and dangers they were liable to, from the evil-dil- 
pofed, civilized or favage inhabitants of the eountry. 

The land wind blew faintly, anVl our progrefs from Owhyhee was fo 
How, that an opportunity was afforded to a few fmall canoes from the 
fhores of Koaarra to vifit us as we pafl'ed; but we did not recognize 
any of the chiefs, or our former acquaintances. Towards noon the fea 
bicxv.e reached us, with which we flood to windward, in order to pafs 
to the north of the eaft point of Mowee ; this engaged our time until 
after noon on the following day, when we bore away along the north Tuetday^ 

fide of that ifland, 

In this route we fell in with the fouth-eaft fide of Mow’ee, near to 
the nation where our furvey had commenced the preceding year; and 
in beating round the weftern part of the ifland, which does not termi- 
nate in a projefting point, but forms a large rounding promontory, we 
\ ery anxioudy looked out for the harbour mentioned by Captain King, 
as ) c jx^rted by the natives to exifl in that neighbourhood ; but nothing 
was (rc'n that could warrant fiich a reprefentation,. excepting two finall 
open coves, lituated on each fide of the eaflcrn extremity of the iflaAd ; 
thefe, anfwering all the purpofes of the inhabitants with their canoes, 
pifjbahly induced them to fuppofe that fuch accommodations were all 
we required. Oft tins yaftern extremity, which, according to our ob- 
fervations, is fituated in latitude 20” 44^', longitude 203° 58', and bearing 
by compafs from the *north-wcft: point of Owhyhee n. 7 \v,, at the dif- 
tanceof 9 leagues, lies a finall iflet, with feme rocks between it and the 
fhorc. To the north of this illet is a remarkably elevated hummock, 
rifing almoft perpendicularly from the fea, but gradually defeending in a 
flope in land ; it w'aS covered with a pleafing verdure, and occupied by 
feveral houfes, but deflitute of trees or flirubs. The adjacent country, 
which was moderately elevated, prefented a fertile appearance, and feerned 
to bt** thickly inhabited, as far back as the foot of thofe mountains that 
coinpofe the eallcrn part of the ifland.* A§ we paffed this rounding pro- 
montory. 
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‘794' monton% fome detaclied rocks were noticed lying about half a mile 

Nlarch* ' / 

‘ from the fliore, along which we failed at a diflance from two to four miles, 
and found it a little indented, aftd chiefly compofed ,of fleep rugged 
cliffs. ^ ^ 

The wind being light, enabled a few of the natives to vifit us during 
the afternoon, but they had little with them to difpofc of; in the evening 
they returned home, and at dark we hauled off' the Ihore in order to 
vVednef. 5. preferve our ftation for continuing our furvey. The next morning we 
again flood in for the land, pafling the deep bay that bounds the north- 
ern flde of the iflhmus, which connefts the two lofty ranges of moun- 
tains that form the ifland of Mowed. A very heavy furf beat on the low 
fandy fliores of the bay, from whence a few of the natives, as ill appoint- 
. cd for barter as the former, paid us a vifit. 

From thefe people we underftood that Tifecree was at Woahoo, and 
that Jaio was at Morotoi ; but that Namakayina, who in the abfence of 
Titeeree had been left in charge of the government, accompanied by three 
or four other chiefs and fome inferior |>eopIe, were unfortunaiely in a 
houfe that contained the major part of the gunpowder Titeeree polfelfed, 
when it took fire and blew up. By this accident Namahanna, with two 
other chiefs and fome of the people,- had been killed, and all the reft 
hacf been very badly wounded. This hoijfe appeared, by their account, 
to have been appropriated by Titeeree as a magazine ; tiiat the accident 
had happened only a few days before our arrival, and tliat fome of the 
perfons who had been hurt had fince died of their wounds. 

A fine’breeze from the n. t., with clear and pleafant weather, brought 
us by noon up tp the north- weft point of Mowee' The Abferved lati- 
tude at this time was longitude 203® 23'. The point bore by 

compafs s. 8 w., diftant four miles ; ofP this lie an Iflet and fome ro(^ks, 
at a fmail diftance from the ftiorc, which is fteep and cliffy. Having 
thus completed our intended furvey of Mowee, we flood over, and 
brought to within about half a league of the north-eaft point of Moro- 
toi, in the cxpefhition of feeing Taio\ for whom, as well as for Titeeree, 
I had relcrvcd lomc-fiiecp, for cflablifliing the breed in each of ‘the 
jflands. Tuio, we liad underftood, refided fome where hereabouts, and 
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fome of the natives who came off to us repeated this intelligence, but 
added that the day taboo' poory, it was impoflible we fiiould re- > 

ceive a vifit from him. 

We continued nearly ftationary for^hrec hours, in the hope of ob- 
taining fome vegetables, but none were to be procured; at five we made 
fail, and as the Chath.l.m the preceding year had examined the north fide 
of this illand, our courfe was dire6led for the north-eaft fide of Woahoo; 
which at day-light the fucceeding morning bore by compafs from vf. to Thurfdaye. 
s. 27 w., and Morotoi, from s. 32 e. to s.45£. We continued our 
furvey from what we had formerly examined on the fi)uthcrn part of this 
fide of the ifland, and Ihortly after nqpn we palfcd its nortli ptnnt ; which, 
according to our obfervations, is in latitude 21° longitude 202° t'; 
the former being three miles further fouth, and the latter fourteen miles 
further wefi;, than the fituation of that point as laid down by Captain 
King; our prefent furvey however, correfponded with our former obfer- 
vations, as to the pofition of the fouth-eali point of Woahoo; and made 
this fide of the ifland four miles longer than Captain King’s delineation^ 
and agreed better with our eftimated diftance between Woahoo and At- 
towai. In every other reipeft our examination confirmed the remarks of 
Captain King; excepting, that in point of cultivation or fertility, the 
country did not appear in fo flourifhing a flate, nor to be fo numeroiifly 
inhabited, as he reprefented it'to have been at that time, occafioned mod 
probably by the conftant hollilities that had exifted fince that period. 

My intentions were to have flopped near the run of water off which 
the Refolution and Discovery had anchored, called by the natives Why- 
mea, and retvlered memorable by the fatal cataftrophe that had awaited 
.the commandet and the aftronorner of the Daedalus. Here I was in 
expeftation of procuring an interview with Titeerce, w’-ho we had been 
informed was tlien in this neighbourhood; but learning from a few cd 
the inhabitants, who vifited us in a fmall, fhabby, Angle canoe, th.-u lie 
was gone to Whyteete, and there being at this time a very heavy north- 
weft fwell that broke inceffantly, and with great violence, on all the adja- 
cent- fhores, to which from their greatly ex pofed fituation they fccmed 
Very liable; and having alfo finifhed oujr furvey ; wc quitted Woahoo, and 

tlirc6lcd 
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clire6led our courfe towards the north-eaft part of Attowai, which at 
day-light in the morning bore by compafs^from N.84W. to S.40W. 

7. approached its fliores, thevfame influence was felt from a north- 

erly current, as w’e had before experienced ; but the wind being to the 
fouthw'ard, it did not prevent our pafling to the north of the ifland, 
which, at noon, bore by com pafs from s. 75 w'. to s. 25ii:.; and the 
north-eaft extremity of the ifland, extending from the forked hill meii- 
tiofied on our laft vifit hither, s. 13 r.., diftant three miles and a half. In 
this lituation the obferved latitude was 22“ 15', longitude 200” 36'. Here 
we rejoined the American brig Wafliington, which had failed with us 
from Karikakooa, but had directed her courfc to the fouthw,nrd of the 
iflands, for Whyteetc in Woahoo, where flie had remained five days. 
Amongft other articles that Mr. Kendrick had procured whilfl tliete, 
was eighty pounds weight of very fine bees wax, that had drifted by the 
fea on to the fliores of that ifland, and had very recently been picked up 
by the natives; and I now underftood that fome pieces had alio been 
procured from the natives of the othyr iflands by Mr. Kendrick, w’ho in 
a great meafure confirmed the account contained in Mr. Brown’s letter 
to me, of the very improper conduCl of the merchant feamen who had 
deferted, or otherways quitted the vefTels to which they had belonged, for 
the purpofe of refiding amongft thefe iflanders. In this number were 
fome whom he had formerly left at Attowai, but he now fcenicJ to 
be determined that they fhould no longer remain on that ifland. 

The wind during the afternoon vras light and variable, confequcntly 
we made little progrefs. In the courfe of the day we procured a fmall 
fupply of hogs, yanes, and vegetables. At fun-fi't a final] iflct lying 
near the fhore, and fituated fmm the north-eaft point of the ifland 
flx miles and a half diftant, bore by compafs s. 33 w., about 
two miles from u.s, and the fliores of the ifland, which are alternately 
cliffs and beaches, bore from s. 30 1:. to s. 71 w. . 

The night was pafled as ufual in preferving our ftation, and in the 
biturdayS, momiiig we again flood in for the land; about eight o’clock we were off 
a fmall deep bay; its eaft point lies from tlie above iflet weft, diftantrFoyr 
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miles; this bay is nearly hall' a league wide, and about the fume depth; 
but being expofed to the violence of the nonh-wellerly winds, and the 
oceanic fwcll, is ineligible for fliippingj and therefore we did not examine 
it further; but continued our route vith a fine breeze from tlic k . i :. 
at thcdifiance of about two miles from the (bore, palling lome rocks ajuJ 
breakers, that extend ‘ a fmall diftance from tiic well; point of the bay, 
where the coalt of Attowai allluncs a very rugged ami romantic appear- 
ance, rifing fuddenly to lofty abrupt dills, iliat jci out into a vaiieiy of 
flccp, rugged, rocky points, appareiuly deflituie of both foil and ver- 
dure, but terminating nearly in umfori]^ even ruinuiiis, on 'Aliii ii, .is 
well as hi the vallics or chafmsthat W9rc formed between i!v; points, \\ en: 
{mail patches of lively green that produced a very fingnlar t [fed. 'l liis 
fort of coall continued to the north-wclt point of the illmid. As we ap- 
prtiached this point, the regular .trade wind being intercepted by tbele 
lofty Ihorcs, we were retarded by light variable bnxv.es, and tvere frtv 
quently becalmed. At noon the obferved latitude was 2. 12', longitude 
200" 10^'. The illand of Onehow bore by compafs from s. 3 | w. to 
S.44W.; Oreehooa, s, 51 \v.; and Attowai, from k. 78 1^. to s. qi .; 
its north- well point being the neareft lliore, s. 37 k., dillant three miies. 
From this point the country alTumcd a \ery dillcrent alpccl; it dc- 
feended fuddenly from the niountains, and terminated in a low lundy 
lliorc, fomewhat diverfified by ’eminences, and a few feattcred habitations, 
but wearing a lleril and dcfolate appearance. 

In the altcrncK.m we were favored with a gentle notihevlv breeze, which 
by fun-fet brouglit us to the well point of llie illand, lituatcd. Recording 
to our obfcv«4jions,»iu "latitude •22'^ 4', longitude 200’ lO : eill whicli 
extends a reef of rocks, about half a mile from tlie Ihoic. 

Having now (*onipleted tlic furvey of Attowai, we met tiie regular 
trade wind, with which we lloorl to windward for \^'h}’mea bay, in that 
Kland; where, at nine the next morning, we anchored in 23 fathoms, 
(bft bottom, and moored with a cable each way ; the points of the bay 
bore by campaCs n. 77 4". to s. 63 k ; the river s. 35 k., dillant half a 
fleagfte. Here we again met the Walhington ; Mr. Kendrick, having 
^eaten round the calf end of the illand, had arrived two days before us. 
VoL.lII. L Our 
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Our arrival was foon known, and we were early vifited by many of 
our former friends and acquaintances. Amongft the number were the 
two young women 1 had brought from Nootka and fettled here ; dur- 
ing our late abfence they had beeii treated with great kindnefs and civi- 
lity, yet they were both very apprchenfive that, on our finally quit- 
ting thefe feas, the attentive behaviour they had hitherto experienced 
would be difcontinued. I however embraced the firft opportunity of 
obtaining from all the principal chiefs the moft folemn affurances of the 
contrary. 

We found Enemo, who had now changed his name to Wakea, flill alive, 
and though in a fomewhat better ftatc of health than when we laft left 
him, he was yet in a moft deplorably emaciated condition. 

Since our late departure, Enemo had attempted to acquire the fupreme 
authority in the government of thefe iflands, independent of Titeeree and 
Taio. To efie6l this objeft he had been affifted by Mr. Kendrick’s peo- 
ple, and the reft of the European and American renegadoes ; in whofe 
fupport and knowledge in the ufe of fire-arms he had placed the great- 
eft reliance, and had been induced to declare and confidcr his indepen- 
dency as certain. I’hefe proceedings foon reached the ear of Titeeree, 
who fent a chief and a party of men to inquire into the caufc of fo fud- 
den an alteration, and to kno\y if it were countenanced by the chiefs 
and people of the iftand, amongft whom the regent had not been confi- 
dered as very popular. But the intentions of thefe unfortunate people 
being fuppofed to be hoftile to the intcreft or views of Enemo, they were 
met as ^hey approached the ftiore, and, without any previous inquiry 
into the nature of their errand, were oppofed by a Tmall party of 
Enemo’s adherents' condu61ed by the renegadoes, who, with their muC^ 
kets drove them with great daughter from the iftand, and purfued them 
in their flight until they left very few to relate the unfortunate iflue of 
their einbalfy, to Titeeree -, and the untimely fate of “thofe who had fallen, 
to their inquiring relations and friends. This melancholy event would 
not, moft probably, have happened, had not i^hefe ftrangers advifed ajid 
aflifted in the perpetration of this diabolical anil unprovoked barbar^^; 
in extenuation of which they plead, that they were compelled to afl ti^s 
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favage part in order to preferve the good opinion of, and keep tliemfclvcs *794- 
m lavor with, the chief. t — 

The Butterwo^th arriving at Woah^o (hortly after the return of this' 
unfortunate expedition, Titeeree folicited Mr. Brown to take him to At- 
towai for the purpofe of efFcfting, in an amicable way, an accommoda- 
tion with this rebellious chief. Wilh this Mr. Brown complied, and after 
an explanatory interview on board his fliip, all matters were compro- 
mifed to the mutual fatisfaftion of both parties ; and fince that period 
the ifland has enjoyed tranquillity, though it Hill remained under the 
government of Enemo as regent. v 

But to return. We received an early vifit from Enema and Tamooerrie, 
accompanied only by a few chiefs, but by a great number of women, 
who were, for the moft part, of fome confequence, and attendants on his 
court. From the regent and prince I received a prefent of a few in- 
different hogs, though, according to their aflertions, they were fome of 
the beft on the ifland. The flock of thefe animals, they faid, by the great 
demand from the trading veffels for them for fome time part, had been 
much reduced ; and judging from the frnall number that were brought for 
fale, we had no rcafon to diferedit their information. A fupply of vege- 
tables was what we had principally depended upon procuring here, and in 
this expeftation it appeared we^were likely to be more fuccefsful ; though 
the yams, by far the beft fpecies for fea ftore, were alfo very fcarce. 

• During the afternoon the trade wind blew a very flrong gale ; it mo- 
derated for a few hour^ in the evening, but in the night was attended by 
heavy gufts from the n.n.e. A continuance of this weather, akhough it 
did not preverftrmucH retarded the natives, in their paffage from the fliore 
to the Ihips with the fupplics we required, until the afternoon of the 
iith; when it becoming more moderate, I paid my refp^fts to the re- 
gent at his refidence on fhore, in confequence of an invitation to an 
evening amufement* which, from the defeription of it by the natives, was 
very different from thofcil had before attended, 

fy Having ’been difappomted in feeing cither Titeeree or Taio, I took this 
pppdrtuimy^&f^epdkt<mg with Enemo the breeding fhcep I had intend- 
ed for thofc chiefs ; giving him to und^rffand, that in proportion as they 
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multiplied they were to be diftrihuted amongft the other iflands ; and the 
produce of them were put under the fame rcllri6lions as. I had exa6led at 
"OvVliyhec ; with all which, himf^lf, and the chieCi then prefent, very 
Icrioully promiled to comply, . 

On our arrival at the place of exhibition, wc found the performers 
afl'embled, conGrtingofa numerous throng, chiefly of women, who were 
drelfed in their varioas coloured clothes, dilpolcd with a good effeft. The 
entertainment confided of three parts, and was performed by three dif- 
ferent parties, confiding of about two hundred women in each, who 
ranged themfelves . in five or fix rows, not Handing up, nor kneeling, 
but rather fitting upon their haunches. One man only advanced a few 
feet before the centre of the front row of the ladies, who feemed to be 
the hero of the piece, and, like a flugal man, gave tone and aftion to 
the entertainment. In this fituation and pollure they exhibited a varie- 
ty of gellures, almoll incredible for the human body fo circumftanced to 
perform. The whole of this numerous group was in fuch perleft unifon 
of voice and a61ion, that it were impoflible, even to the bend of a fin- 
ger, to have difeerned the leaft variation. Their voices were melodious, 
and their aflions were as innumerable as, to me, they arc undeferiba- 
blc; they exhibited great eafe and much elegance, and the whole was 
t'xccutcd with a degree of correfinefs not calily to be imagined. This 
was particularly flriking in one part, where the performance inftantly 
changed from a loud fidl chorus, and vafl. agitation in the countenances' 
and geftures of the aftors, to the moft profound filence and corapo- 
fure ; and inllead of continuing in their previous ere6l altitude, all fell 
down as it were lifelcfs, and in their fall buried tnemfel v'Cs under their 
garments ; conveying, in feme meafure, the idea of a boifterous ocean 
l)ecoming fuddenly tranquillized by an inllant calm. The great djver- 
lity of their figured drclfes on this occafion had a particularly good effeft ; 
the feveral other parts were conrlufled with the fame corre£fnefs and 
uniformity, but were lefs eafy to deferibe. There appeared to be much 
variety and little repetition, not only in the afiiW of the rcrpe6live f^. 
but in the whole of tlte three parts; the perfornwsv-:; ^iiicli,'’couliI noV 
amount to lefs than fix hundretf peffons. This hoorah was completely fre^ 
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from the difgufting obfcenity exhibited in the former entertainments, which 
I have before had occafion to notice. It was conduced through every 
part with great Ijfe and vivacity; and was, without exception, the moll! 
plcafing amufement of the kind we had (een performed in the courfe of 
the voyage. 

The fpc6Iators, who were as nifmerous as at Owhyhee, were in tlicir 
befl; apparel, and all retired very peaceably after the clofe of the perfor- 
mance, about the fetting of the fun. 

All our friends feeined to be much gratified with the applaufe we had 
bellowed, and the fatisfaflion we exprelTed at the great (kill, dexterity, 
and talle of the performers. This entertainment was dated to be in 
compliment to the pregnancy of one of the regent’s wives, and that it 
would frequently be repeated until {he was brought to bed; which eveht 
was expcfled to take place in about three months. 

In return for the amufement we had derived, we entertained the multi- 
tude after it was dark in our way, by a difplay of fire works, which as 
ufual were received with great furprizc and admiration. 

The weather being more fettled, on the following day we completed wednef. »5 
o’.ir water; and having procured a few hogs, with a tolerable fupply of 
vegetables, our intended departure was made known to the regent prince 
and the red of the chiefs ; who^ on receiving fuch prefents as their lervic.es 
had demanded or the occafion required, all took their leave, (excepting 
"One or two who propofed to accompany us to Onchow,) with every ex- 
prclfion of the moll friendly regard and attachment, and with repeated, 
folicitations for our fpeedy return. . 

For the puf^ofe/>f* procuring a fea Hock of yams, wrhich wc were given 
Ip underlland by the natives might be readily obtained at OncHow, we 
quitted Attowai in the morning of the 13th, and direfted our courfe to 
that illand. 

By our feveral vifits to Attowai, we had found that the roadllead of 
Whymea w'as much confined in refpefl of fafe anchorage ; for although the 
DiJi^Yery''s cables had xwt been injured by a foul bottom, yet the Chat- 
^ham) nT’mar&h" i-7-3£r^\vhcn anchored in 30 fathoms water at only a 
l^onvenient diflancc to the north-weft* of* the Difeovery, on a bottom of 
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fof't mud, had both her cables much fretted and damaged by the rocks at 
— I the bottom ; and not far to the eaftward of our eafternmoft anchor was 
fouiid alfo a patch of rocky bottom, in fome places not- deeper than 4 
fathoms, though furrounded by a depth of from 30 to 40 fathojiis. 

Although a fituation more convenient to the fltpre, in a lefs depth of 
water and tviih a muddy bottom, might have been taken within the 
Difeovery’s ftatlon, and is to be found by keeping the fteep banks of the 
river not fliut in, but juft a little open; yet, from the lurking patches of 
rocks that have been found near the fame fort of bottom, it is evident 
that great caution fhould be obferved to avoid thofe hidden dangers ; 
which may ferve to account for the cables of former veflels having been 
cut through, without reforting to an operation which appears to me in- 
credible, and I believe irapoftible to have been eff’efled. 

It had been pofitively afferted, and 1 doubt not as pofi lively believed, 
that the natives were capable of diving to the depth of 40 fathoms, 
and there cutting through a twelve or fourteen inch cable ; they have 
not only been fufpefted and accufed of accomplifhmg this tafk, but 
have been fired upon by fome whofe cables have been fuppofed to be 
thus injured; an a6l not to be juftified by common humanity, or com- 
mon fenfe. 'Thefe people arc however very expert fwimmers, and al- 
moft as dexterous as fifli in the water, but their efforts are chiefly con- 
fined to the furface ; though fome of them dive exceedingly well, yet they 
are not capable of defeending to fuch a depth, or of remaining under 
water a fufficient time to cut through a cable. , 

One of* the beft divers of the country in Tamaahviaah's eftimation, I 
faw endeavour at Karakakooa to recover a caulking i.cfjrt'Ihat had been 
dropped in 1 2 fathoms water ; and in order to induce his utmoft exer^ 
tion, a great reward was offered to him if he fucceeded; but after two 
unfuccefsful attempts he was fo tired and exhaufted, that he was unable 
to make a third trial then, though he promifed to renew his exertions the 
next day; the fame reward was then again offefed to him, but he could 
not be prevailed upon to make another efforli^ and the caulkiner iron, 
remained at the bottom. 
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About two in the afternoon we Anchored off the weft fide of Onehow, 
in 1 8 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom; the north-weft point of the 
ifland bearing by compafs n. 25 e., half a league diftant ; the neareft 
fnore e.s.e., about a mile and a quarter ; its weft point s, 15 e. ; Ta- 
hoorowa s. 43 w. ; and the outer part of the reef that extends from the 
north- weft point of Ohehow, n. 8 e. 

In the evening, Mr. Puget, who I had direfted to examine the north- 
weft fide of this ifland, in the Chatham joined us, and acquainted me 
that the Chatham was very crank. 

We had now accompliftied our furvey of the Sandwich iflands ; and 
as our expe£lations were difappointed in the promifed fupply of yams, in 
the evening of the 14th we took our leave of Onehow. 

In the fituation where we had anchored, our cables had not received 
any damage; but the Chatham, at anchor near us, hooked a rock under 
tvater, which engaged them fome time, and was with difficulty cleared; 
after great danger of lofing the anchor, as the cable was nearly chafed 
through by the rocks. It is here neceffary to remark, that although 
this ftation has been the general rendezvous of the fevcral veflels that 
have reforted hither, for the yams and other refrcffimenls that Onehow 
once afforded, it is in all refpefts greatly inferior to th(^ place of our 
anchorage on our former vifit ; the bottom here being at a greater 
depth, and very rocky, and fhe fituation open, and'expofed to all the 
.violence of the north and north-weft winds, and the Iweft of the ocean. 
The other fituation is protefted from this inconvenience, with tlie addi- 
tional advantages of a* lefs depth of water, and a clear bottom of good 
holding ground.,^ is Yiot, however, quite fo central for the inhabi- 
tants to bring the produce of the ifland to market ; but this is of little 
rmportance, for -when they have any to difpofe of the diftance is not 
regarded by them. 

At th*c anchorage we had juft quitted, we left the Wafliington and 
an American fliip called the Nancy ; the latter had arrived only a fliort 
time beforje our depai tiyre ; and as it was natural to fuppofe that file 
• juuft^itaveroce.ntlv qtyited the civilized world, her approach produced 
no fmall degree of anxiety in the hop£ of obtaining fome European in- 
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MndV But \vc were difappointeS in tliefe hopes, as thofe on lidard 

— V ’ of ]icr were as totally . ignorant of tranfaftions there as ourfelves, liav- 

ing been abfeiit from New York twenty-two months ; during which 
time they had been principally engaged at Falkland’s iflands and Staten 
land, in collecling feal fkins and oil. Not being fatished with their en- 
deavours to the fouthward, they had repaired hither to procure provifions 
and refreOnnents, ^vdth the intention of proceeding afterwards to the 
coaft of North Weft America, in order to collcR furs, which they uai' 
derftood were to be had there ; but, according to their own aecouni, the) 
neither knew what were the proper commodities; nor were they polleneii 
of any articles of traffic for obtauiing fitch a cargo liom the initabi 
tants of th(; feveral countries. 

On ffiiling from Onehow, 1 appointed cape Douglas in ("ook's rivei 
our next place of rendezvous with the Chatham, in cale of feparation. 
There I purpofed to re-commence our furvey of the coafl of North Whil 
America; and from thence to trace its boundary eaflward to cape Deci 
fion, the point which is ftated to have terminated the pretended ancient 
Spanifh dlfcoveries. 

Having afeertained fatisfa£lorily that there was not any extenlive na- 
vigation eaftwardly, between the 30th and ^bih degrees of north latitude, 
on 'this fide of the American continent, I was led to believe, that if any 
fuch did exijl, it would moft probably be found communicating with 
Cook’s river, up which I entertained no doubt of penetrating to a vci ) 
confiderable dillance ; and fliould we not be able to complete our rcfearchcs 
in the courfe of the prefent feafon, we ffiould at any rate, by this mode, 
i educe the unexplored part of the coafl within very jiapaaw limits. And 
as the examination of Cook’s river appeared to me to be the mofl im 
portant, and I did not doubt would prove the mofl laborious, part of qur 
tafk in the enfuing campaign, I was willing not to lofe any portion of 
the approaching feafon, but to avail ourfelves of the wliole of it, for the 
fake of infuring, as far as was within our power.s, a certainty in the ac- 
compliffiment of that objefl. For this purpolt I wiflied to be in readi- 
nefs to commence the purfuit the inftant the ad^ 
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vanml to render our endeavours pra6licable, and which was now likely 

to be the cafe by the lime we fhould reach that didance. ^ 

It was not mijch out of our way to afeertain the fiiuation of a ffnall 
ifland, difeovered in 1788 by the commander of the Prince of Wales, 
and by him called Bird ifland, in confequence of its being the refort of* 
vad flocks of the feathered tribe;* and alfo to examine the neighbouring 
parts of the ocean, where Captain Cook in his pafl’age from Oonalaflika 
to the Sandwich iflands in the year 1778 faw a (hag, and other indica- 
tions of the vicinity of land. For thefe puvpoles, our cotirfe was fird 
dircfled n.w. by n. in qued of Bird ifland, imdcr an eafy fail, in order 
to allow the Chatham to come up with us, which Iht did about midnight. 

At day-light on the 15th we made all (ail, and flood more to the well- SiiuiJay 15- 
ward, furrounded bv an immenfe number and confidcrable varietv of 
oceanic birds, confiding of the fmall black and white albatrofl'es, tropic, 
and men of war birds ; with boobies, noddies, and ])ctrels of dilfereht 
kinds. In the forenoon the wind at e.n.k. blew a frefh gale, and in 
confequence of fomc of the back-days giving wa\', tee tvere obliged to 
reduce our fail ; and as we had but little cordage to replace llich rigging, 
thefe defefds became a confideration of a very unpleafant nature in this 
early part of our dimmer’s expedition. 

At noon the latitude obferved was 23° 14', longitude iq8® 42';* the 
former was 14' further north than was fliewn bv our reclconing, and was 
•nearly the fame didance to the north of the latitude ailigned to Bird ifland ; 
but as we expefled to find it further to the wellward, though by fomc 
accounts we had now palfed its niciidian, our courlc was direflcd to tlie 
fouth-wed, and bv' in the afternoon it was feen bearing by coinpals 
•jW.s.w. about 7 leagues dlflant. About fix in the evening n'c reached, 

-^nd paffed along' the fouthern fide of, this ver)^ remarkable, folitary ifland, 

"br more properly fpeaking, finglc rock, rifing out of this imnienle ocean. 

Its greated extent,* which was in a direftion S.74W., and n. 71 k.., did 
not^xcccd one mile; the uncouth form of its northern, eaflern, and 
wedern crxtrcmities, againd which the fea broke with great \io!c'iK'e, 
prerenlccr a"'ruvdl '’'■.'fill appearance, rifing perpendicularly from the 
ocean in lofty rugged cliffs, inaccclfible Taut to its winged inlKibitants ; 
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on its foutliern fide the afccnt is not fo ftcep and abrupt ; and near its 
weftern extremity is a fmall fandy beach, where in fine weather, and witli a 
fmooth fea, a landing might probably be efTeded. At thjs place there was 
the appearance of a little verdure, though it was deftitute of tree or ihrub ; 
every other part was apparently without foil, and confifted only of the 
naked rock. Its whole circumference does not exceed a league, and it is 
fituated in latitude 23" 6', longitude 198” 8'. When this rock was firft 
(hfeovered in 1 788, there were on board the Prince of Wales fome of the 
natives of Attowai, who expreifed great furprize that there fliould be 
land fonear to their iflands (it lying from Onchow n. 51 w. at the dif- 
tance of 39 leagues only,) and of which not only themfelves, but all 
their countrymen were totally ignorant. 

This intelligence was communicated on their return in the autumn of 
that year ; and it excited in the adive mind of Taio a ftrong defire to pd'y 
it a vifit, to efiablilh a colony there, and to annex it to his dominions ; 
but on his being made thoroughly acquainted with its extent and fleri- 
lity by the officers of that velTel, his projed was abandoned. Thofe people 
however recognize it under the appellation of Modoo Mammo, that is, 
Bird ifland; and from its great diftance from all other land, and its prox- 
imity to their iflands, it leems to claim fome diftant pretenfions to be 
ranked in the group of the Sandwich iflands, of which we now took 
leave, purfuant to the determination already ftated. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Quit the Sandwich ijlandi — Part company with the Chatham — Indications of 
land — See Tfeherikow ijland — Pafs Trimly y'us — Proceed along the 
coajl — Enter and proceed up Cook's river. 


Having bid farewell to the Sandwich iflands, our courfe was diretled Maixh. 
to the northward, with a frefh breeze from the n.i:. by e.; but as the saturd^is! 
Chatham was fomc dillance a-Itern, the topfails were double reefed, and 
in the courfe of the evening the jib and ftay-fails were taken in, under 
the idea that with fuch reduced fail the Chatliam would foon overtake us ; 
but as fhe did not make her appearance by ten at night, nor anfwer a falfe 
fire then burnt, the mainfail was hauled up, and we continued under the 
forefail and double-reefed topfails only, in the hope of feeing our confort 
at day-light; but in this we ^’ere difappointed, and I was much at a lol’s 
,to account for the caufe that had produced our reparation. It was a 
matter of extreme uncertainty what courfe would prove moll likely to 
ellefl. our meeting again, as it was not improbable that by tlic low fail 
we had carried duriTj.g^thc night, fhe might have paffed us unobferved, 
and was thena-head; this was as likely to have happened, as that fome 
^^ccideni had ocoafioned lier fhc.ntcning fail, and that fhe was yet a-flcrn. 

'N.rhc latter would probably have been announeetl byfignal; under this 
imprefifon we made the bell of our way towards the coafl of y\merica, 
with the hope of rejoining our confort at the appointed rendezvous. 

The trade wind between n. e., e.n.e., and raft, blowing a moderate 
gaks with fqually and fbrnctimes rainy weather, attended us until the 
following friilay, when towards midnight, having then advanced to the a,. 
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S')“ of latitude, and in lonoitude iq 64 '’, it veered round by jtlic call to 

IW.urn. , o .y -6 

th(^ louih, and on the next day it feemed to bc/ixcd in the wcflcrn quar- 
jtuiiUyi-. IP,. witli dark gloomy weather, and a very heavy lea Iroin 

• the north and n.w,, which liad been frequently the cafe lince out leav- 

ing the iflands. 

But few of the black and white albatroffes, petrels, or others of the 
feathered tribe had attended u.s. In the evening the wind fhified to the 
MonJayi’-i. X. K. £., wliei'C it Continued with gloomy weather until monday, when it 
fixetl in the .s. e., and blew a frefli gale with the fame dark gloomy wea- 
Tuefday 25. ther. A few intervals of fun-fltine enabled us on the following day to 
afeertain the latitude to be 39“ 3', longitude 198" 46' ; and the variation 
ofthecompafs k)" 42', caflwardiy. This was an increafe in the varia- 
tion far beyond our e.xpcfdations ; but as thefc were the firll obfervations 
we had been enabled to make for this purpofe fince our departure from 
the Sandwich iflands, it is probable the increafe had been gradual to this 
ftation. Our climate was alfo greatly changed, the thermometer during 
the laft week having fallen from 76 to 50 ; but the barometer having been 
unfortunately broken, I had no means of afeertaining the other pro])er- 
ties of the air. Tiie foutherly gale produced a fmooih lea, and as to- 
wards night wc approached the parallel where Captain Cook had noticed 
fom6 indications of the vicinity of land, we flood to and fro under an 
Wedntf. zO. cafy fail until the morning of the 26th, when with a flrong gale from the 
weflward we palfed about 15 leagues to the nor th-wt Award of the Refo- 
lution’s track in the year 1 778. Throughout the day the weather was 
clear, which enabled us to gain a diflant view in all dirc^tiotis, but no- 
thing was feen to intercept the horizon. The latitude at noon was 40" 
4 3', wliich was extremely well afeertained by good obfervations. -Tlic, 
longitude 200° 17' was deduced from altitudes of the fun, and from tlic. 
chronometers both before and after mid-day, when the variation wav- 
found to be 15“ 43' eallwardly. Few oceanic birds vifited ns in this fitu- 
ation. Two pieces of drift wood were palled this day, one piece ap- 
peared to have been a great length of time in the water, as it fwam very 
deep, and was nearly covered with barnacles ; the other was much rnoro 
buoyant, and had on it but fewof .thofe Ihcll fifli, Thcfe were the only 
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pieces of drift wood, and the only indications of the vicinity of land, feen 
by us between the Sandwich iflahds and the Atncrican coalh I was, how- 
ever, afterwards^informed by Mr. Puget, that in his palfing thefo regions 
tjetween the 37th and 39th degrees of latitude, about 4 dc-grecs to tlie 
weftward of our track, he faw, befides petrels and other oceanic birds, 
pulHns, and a bird of the diver kind; and that for a few hours, in the la- 
titude of about 39“, the furfaccof the fea was remarkably finooth. Meffis. 
Portlockand Dixon alfo in their voyage, in two fimilar paffages about 
the fame latitude, and in longitude 206”, faw feals, puffins, and other 
indications, that induced them to think fome undlfcovercd land was jtot 
far remote; but the weather being then, as it w'as alfo at the litneof the 
Chatham’s paffing, very foggy, this fa6l could not be afeertained. As 
fuch. indications arc by no means common in the north pacific, they fa- 
v*or the conjefture that fome land, though poffibly of no very great ex- 
tent, flill remains unknown to Europeans in this neighbourhood. 

With afrefli gale moftly from the weftern quarter, wc juoccedcd ra- 
pidly to the north, and by the following funday reached the latitude of 
,'50'’io', longitude 205“ 9'; the variation on the preceding afternoon was 
iti” 29' eaftwardly. The wind had been attended by a very heavy fwell 
IVom the fouth-wclhvard ; the intervals of clear weather w'crc of ffiort 
duration, and in general it was very gloomy, with ffiowers of rainr fuc- 
cceded by a fall of fnow. The thermometer funk to 33. Inthecourfe 
of the day fome fea weed and fome divers were obferved : about the (hip 
were alfo fome albatroffes and (heer-waters. Our climate now began to 
affume a degree of fevvrity that was new to us ; on the next ilay the mer- 
cury flood at the (roe/utg point, and for the (irfl time during the voyage 
the fcutile caOv on deck was frozen. 

After a few -hours calm the wind fettled in the k. 1;.. aiieiKh'd with 
Troft and fnow until the 2dofapril, when in latitude 55” 43', loiigiiudc 
204° 3',* it veered* to the n.w., and blew fo (hong a gale that in the 
evening we wore reduced to clofc-rccfcd topfails. The frofl, w-iili much 
fnow and fleet, cafed our rigging in ice; the thermometer flood at 26". 
-In the forenoon of the 3d a (hag pa(fed the (hip, flying to theeaflward, 
and about three in the afternoon, high land almoft intircly covered with 
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fnow was difcerncd, bearing by compafs n. by e. By fevcn in tlie cvcn- 

' y ^ ing this was plainly dlfcovercd to be an ifland, extending by coni' 

pafs from N. 2 w. to N. 32 w., at the diftance of thirteen miles, with 
fomc detached rocks lying off its weftern extremity. In this fttuation the 
depth of water was 75 fathoms, fand and fticlly bottom. 

Although I did not confider this ifland as altogether a new difeovery, 
yet as its fituation had not liithcrto been well afeertained, and as during 
the lafl three days our obfervations had been but indifferent, I thought 
it proper to pafs the night in handing backward and forward, in order to 
gain a nearer view of it, and in the hope that the followitig day would 
be more favorable to our wifties for this purpofe. 

With the wind at n. w. blowing a moderate breeze, the mercury at 
Friday 4. 27, and extremely cold, we made all fail for the land the next morning; 

but in confequence of our having been fet by a very ftrong current to 
tl>e S.W., we were fo far dittant, that it was near noon before wc had paffed 
its fouthern point. Wc were fortunate in gaining excellent obfervations. 
wliich at noon determined our fituation to be in latitude 55° q8', longitude 
205“ 16'; this fiicwed a confiderable error in our reckoning fince the 
firll day of the month, the latitude being 22' further north, and tlie lon- 
gitude 72' further cad, than had appeared by the log. Yhe depth of 
water at this time was 23 fathoms, fine black fandy bottom. The nortli- 
cafl point of the ifland bore by compafs n. 33 w., dihant about 2 leagues; 
its calfern extremity, which is a low rocky point, and was our ncarell , 
fhorc, s. 66 w., two miles; and its fotith point, s. 30 w., about 2 leagues 
diflant. In the point of view in which wc faw the fouth-wefi, fouthern, 
and eaflern fides of this ifland, it appeared to fOrru. a fomewhat irregu- 
lar four-fided figure, about 10 leagues iit circuit; having from its wefl- 
ern part, which is low and flat, and which had the appearance of being, 
infular, a remarkably high, flat, fquare rock, lying in a direfiion s. 66 w.,- 
at the diftance of two miles, between which and the ifland is a Ibdge of 
fmaller rocks. The center of the ifland appeared by our obfervations 
to be in latitude 55" qq, longitude 203“ ,}'. 

'I'hc feafon of the year greatly contributed to incrcafc the dreary and 
inliofpitable afpcfl of the country;, in addition to which it feeraed to.be 
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intirely deflitutc of trees or ftiruhs, or they were hidden beneath its win- \iOi- 
tcr garment of fnow, which appeared to be very deep about its fouih- j 

eaftern parts, confiding of high deep cl ids ; but on its wedern fide, wfiich 
was confiderably lower, this appearance was not fo general. About its 
diorcs were fomc fmall whales, the fird we had noticed during this pub 
fage to the north. Erom the relative fituation of this idand to the con- 
tinent, I was inclined to believe it to be that wliieh Bccring called I'oggy 
idand; but as Captain Cook gave that name to another idand not far 
didant to the wedward, I have in honor of Bcering’s companion IJchc- 
rikov), whofe labors in the arduous talk of difeovery do not appear to 
have been thus commemorated, called this idand after him Tscueri- 
Kow’s Island. 

In our route from the Sandwich iflatids to this dation it may be fern, 
tliat whenever the winds would permit, our courfe was dirccied far to the 
wedward of the entrance into Cook’s river, as delineated by tliat able 
navigator. My reafon for fo doing, in the event of circumdances per- 
mitting, was to fall in with thofe parts which Captain Cook was pre- 
vented from feeing between Foggy cape and cape Trinity; as I much 
widied to afeertain whether that fpace was occupied by land, or v.dicther 
it communicated with Smoky bay, as has been reprefented in fomc late 
publications, though in a manner not eafily to be underllood. *The 
winds and weather had, however, been adverfe to this defign ; and al- 
* though the latter prefented now a more favorable pr6fpe£l, yet tlie 
wind, at n.w., blew in the very direction I widicd to deer for that pur- 
pofe. But. as it was favorable for continuing along the exterior coad, 
and as we had already Keen greatly retarded in our general operations, 
by adverfe winds and other untoward circumdanets, I was induced to 
forego the olijeft I had in view, led fimilar inconvenience fliould conti- 
nue to attend us, and caufe delays that we could ill ad'ord in the prufe- 
CUtion of our furvCy. Thefe coufiderations induced me to make all fail, 
fleering with the wind at n. n.w. during the afternoon to the n. e. ; and 
liaving at* fix in the evening made our courfe good from noon, n. 65 e., 

.■'{o rtiiles, Trinity idand was feen bearing by compafs from N. 5 e. to N. 

^ .3 w.,^ and another idand from w. ^ n. to vv. by s. The latter I took 
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to be tliat w'liich is laid down in Captain Cook's chan to the foinh-weft ol 
< — > 'rrinily illand. This land, although not noticed in Captain Cook’s jour- 

nal, 'was Icon and pafled on its fouthern fide by the Difeovery in that 
vo)'age, which proves that the Refohition and Difeovery eoukl not have 
gone far to the north of Tfchcrikow’s ifland, which was obfeured at that 
time by thick foggy weather. 

After fun-fet, the M'ind veered more to the weftward, and enabled us 
to hand nearly for Trinity ifland, under our double-reefed topfails; and 
at midnight, having foundings at the depth of /50 fathoms, foft fandy 
bottom, we plied until day-light under an eafy fail, with foundings from 
atUlUaV 70 to 82 fathoms, fine fandy bottom. At day-light we made all fail. 

fleering towards I’l'inity ifland, which bore by eompals from x. 6 w. to 
x'.vt\, the main land beyond it flrctching to the x.n. k. 

"With a moderate breeze, between n,\v. and w, s.w., we drew in with 
the land, and the weather being clear permitted us to notice three 01 
lour mountains of confiderabic height, on tire nrain land, behind tliofi- 
that hounded the fea-coafl ; all of which at firft appeared to be covered 
with fnow; but as we approached the fhorcs, the lower parts of the coafl 
were found in ecncral to be free from fnowx and conliderablv more fc) 

D 

tlian Tfeherikow ifland. Thefroft which, fince the gifl of march, had 
been \ cry fevcrc, now gave way, and the thermometer role to ,3 3. At 
noon the eaflern extreme of Trinity ifland bore by eompals s.gO'Xv., 
diflant 13 miles’ ; its north-wefl point s. 42 w. ; cape Trinity s. 77 vv. ; 
the land of Two-headed point from N. 3() w. to n. 24 m'. ; and the north- 
< rnmofl la<id in fight 13 e. The ohl’crved latitude .“jb" 40k longitude 
207° / V. Ill the courlc of the morning, the variation, by the furveying 
compafs, was found to be .23° 30' eaflwardly. 

As we pafled Trinity ifland, it appeared to be divided into two 
idands, with feveral others of inferior fize lying to the north, between 
them and the land about cape Trinity. The eaft pdint of the ’eaflern - 
nrofl is, according to our obfervations, fmiatt?d in latitude 33^', lon- 
gitude 206”. -17'; and Two-headed point, compofing a fmall ifland that 
terminates to the north-eaft by a low flat rocky point, in latitude’ 36' 
5^1', longitude 207° 5'. Captain Cook, in affigning the longitude 10 
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Trinity ifles, which occupy art extent of about fix leagues in aneaft and 
w’eft direftion, does not defignate any particular part, but fays they lie v,,— 
in latitude 56“ 36', longitude 205*, The longitude of the eaft point of 
Trinity ifland, agreeably to the obfervations made that voyage on board 
the Difcovery, was 205“ 53' ; neither of which will be found to agree 
with the longitude on this occafif)n, which was deduced from exceeding- 
ly good obfervations, both before and after noon, and corre6ied by fub- 
lequent obfervations. 

Southweftward from Two-headed ifland the coaft is low, and appears 
to be compafl ; but immediately, to the northward of it the fliores de- 
fcend abruptly into the Tea, appear to be much broken, and form an ■ 
cxtenfivc found, of which the flat rocky point may be confidercd as 
its fouth-weft point of entrance; from this its north-eaft point, being 
low projefting land, lies n. 58 e., at the dillance of 3 leagues. The (e- 
veral branches that appeared to flow into the found, feented to wind to- 
ward the bafe of a connefted range of high fnowy mountains, which 
no doubt gave boundaries to their extent. 

As we proceeded gently acrofs the entrance of this found ■with a light 
foutherlv breeze, we were vifited in the afternoon by two of its inhabi- 
tants, a young man and a girl, in a fmall (Isin canoe, who fliewed that they 
had been acquainted with fome European nation, by their having adopted 
our mode of falutation in bowing as they approached the fliip, and by 
• their coming on board without the lead hefitation. We entertained no 
doubt of their having been fo inftruflod by the Ruflians ; and, if we 
underflood .them rightly, there were fix perfons of that natidrt then re- 
dding on Ihore in the found. I’he man took his dinner without the 
lead ceremony, drank brandy, and accepted fuch prefents as were made 
him, but feemed to pn.fer fnufl and filk handkerchiefs to every thing 
elfe. Whild ho remained on board, wliieh wns about an hour, I endea- 
voured to learn fi'orn him the name which the natives give to tliis parr 
of thecoad, brtt could not gain any fatisfaflory information. He clear- 
ly and diftin£Hy counted the ntimerals in the languages of Oonaladika 
rtnd ‘Prince William’s found, though tlicfc do mx bear the lead aflinityto 
each other. FrOm his general appeaT;nicc, 1 was more inclined t(5 be- 
VoL. III. N lu ve 
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lievp him to be a Kamtfchatdale than a native of America, or its adjacent 
iflaivls. After their departure we were vifited by a fingle Indian in a 
canoe, but he was not fo fanvillar as the others ; he paddled at a dil- 
tance round tlie fhip, and then returned to the Ihorc. At feven in the 
cNenino; we were becalmed within about two miles of the north-eaft 
point of the found; when the deplli 'of water was 24 fathoms, fine 
fandv botfotn. 

'Fhe \\-eaiher continued fair, with faint variable winds, until midnigljt ; 
at which time the wind fixed in the north-call: quarter, and brought with 
it (lect and difiolving fnow ; thus the flattering profpett that had been pre- 
I’entcd, of a favorable paflage to our deflined flation, was again obfeured, 
and that we might not lofc ground, wc were obliged to ply againfl a 
heavy fea and a flrong N. e. gale, which, on the forenoon of the 6'th, 
reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails. 

The gale between n. n. k. and call, varied a little in force and direc- 
tion, and permitted us to gain fome advantage. On tuefilay morning 
we were within about a league of the coaft, which appeared to be much 
broken; cape Barnabas bore by compafs s.30 \v.; the north point of a 
found, of which the land adjoining to cape Barnabas forms its foutlicrn 
fide,, s, 57 \v. : the north point of another apparent found, s. 69 w. ; a 
tract of land much lower than the coafl in its vicinity, free from fnow, 
and fecmingly detached from the main land, from s. 80 w. to n. 29 w. ; 
its rearell part w.x.w., about a league diflant ; a low projc6ling point, 
being the caflcrnmoft part of that which appeared to be the main land in 
fight, N. f6 E. ; and an illand, from •>!. 26 e. to ;^.32 e. In this neigh- 
bourhood the land was more free from fnow tlian^that further to the 
foUth, occafioned moffc probably by the alteration in the temperature of 
the weather, as the mercury now flood at 40'-, and gaVe us hopes that 
the feverity of the winter leafon was at an end ; this made me extremely 
anxious to reach our deflined flation, from whence the labours of the 
fuinmer were to commence. 

Our obfervations at noon fhewed our fituation to be in latitude 56“ 
58', longitude corredled as before flated by fubfequent obfervations, ■2o8'’ 
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19'. The ifland then bore by compafs n. 23 w. ; and cape Baniaba.s ap- ^ Wj 
pcaring to lie in latitude 57® 10', longitude 207 ® n. 8t w. u.— 

The two ibllpwing days being for the nioft part calm, though what 
little wind there was continued from the n. e. with thick rnilly weather, 
prevented our feeing much of tlie land until thurfday evening, whe.tt wc ThurfJavio. 
tacked about a league from tht north-eall point of tlic above illand, 
which appeared to be about 2 leagues in circuit, and its center to be 
fituated in latitude 57® 21', longitude 208® 20'. 'i'liis illand renders this 
part of the coaft very remarkable, being the only diflinguilhable detached 
land of any magnitude north-eallward from Trinity ilK Its nonh-well 
part projefts in a low point towards the main land, fj oni whence alfo a 
low flat point extends towards the ifland, Ibrming a palfage about lialf a 
le.ngnc wide, to all appcarcnce frr-t^ from interruption. This ifland is 
not noticed in Captain Cook’s chart or Ins ionrnal, probably owing to 
the very foggy weather which prevailed when the Refolution was in its 
neighbourhood ; it w'as however feen in that voyage from on board the 
Difeovery, and then placed by me 5' to the fouth of its fituation deduced 
from the refult of our prefent oblervations, which I have rcafon to be- 
lieve are not liable to any material error. The wdnd having lixed in the 
K.w. brought us clear vreathcr, but wx* were obliged to hand from the 
coaft, the northernmoft part.of which dillinflly feen was cape Greville, 
bearing by compafs n. 50 w.; fome rocks extending from the cape n. 

'42 w., and the above mentioned ifland, s. 20 w. 

With the approach of the following day the wcfterly breeze increafed, fn by > • 
and wc paffed rapidly‘^o the north, though too far from thc'kmd to af 
certain any thing -stith prccifion between cape Grcvilic and caj)c .St. 
Hermogenes; had ^Ye been alile to have fleered for point Banks, and 
from thence acrofs Smoky bay, fome conclufion might have been drawn 
whether the land rvc had thus coafted along w’as compofed of iflauds, or 
whether it was as Captain Cook had confidered it, a part of tlie continent. 

I much regretted that I had it not in my po\yer to become fatisfied in this' 
refpe^l, as the feaf’on had now put on a very favorable appearance, wliicli 
rendered it important that not a moment fljould be loft in profccuting 
the examination of this cxtcnfive opching. At noon capi', Greville, tlie 
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fouthernmoft part of the coaft in fight, bore by compafs s. 28W., the 
illandr of St. Hermogenes, from s. 56 w. to s. 89 w. ; the wefternmoft 
mountain feen over cape Douglas, N. 8i vv. ;• and the barren Ifles n. 55 w. 
In this fituation the obferved latitude was 58® 14', and the longitude 
deduced from very fatisfaftory obfervaiions both before and after noon, 
209” 25-j'. From this authority cape Greville appeared to be in latitude 
57 ° longitude 208“ 26'; and the fouth extreme of the ifland St. 
Hermogenes, in latitude 58“ 10^', longitude 208® 56'. The variation in 
the afternoon was 21* 37' eaftwardly. 

Thcfe pofitions of longitude vary materially from thofe afligned by 
Captain Cook; but as fimilar differences occurred afterwards in other 
inftances, I fhail for the prefent decline making any comments on this 
fubje£I. 

With the wind chiefly at weft, by faturday noon we were faft ap- 
proaching the coaft to the eaftward of cape Elizabeth, which then bore 
by compafs N. 84 w.; the barren ifles, s. 55 w. to s. 34 w. ; the north- 
ernmoft part of the coaft in fight, n. 26 e., and the neareft Ihore, n. 6 w., 
five or fix miles diftant ; here we had foundings in 70 fatltoms water, 
Tandy bottom, and by an indifferent obfervation the latitude was 59", 
longitude 209® 20'. The top of high water appeared to be at noon, as 
at that time no effc£l was felt from a tide; but immediately afterwards 
wc were driven at a confiderable rate to the eaftward, until half paft one, 
when, on a breeze fpringing up from that quarter, we fleered for cape 
Elizabeth, and pafled that promontory, and entered Cook’s river about 
half paft five. The coaft is compofed of high land, before which lie 
three fmall iflands and fome rocks; the cape is itfelPthe largeft, and the 
nioft weftern of thefc iflands, which appeared to afford a navigable clian- 
nel between them and the main land, nearly in an call; and weft direction ; 
though between the cape and the middle ifland fome low lurking rocks 
were difeerned, which had the appearance of being*’conne£led witii a 
clufter of rocks above the furface of the Tea, lying from tht cape s. e., 
at the diftance of three or four miles. To the Ibuth-well of die middle 
ifland is another clufter of rocks, both above and beneatli the furface of 
the water. ‘ • 

The 
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The thermometer now varied between 40 and 45 ; and the fnow, ex- ‘794- 
ceptj^ in the deep chafrns of the rocks, was melted to a confiderable i- m 
heighten the fides of the hills, which being well wooded, alfumed a far 
more cheerful afpeft than the country to the fouthward. Spring feem- 
cd to be making fo rapid a progrefs here, that we had every reafon to 
indulge the hope of being able to carry our relearches into execution, 
witliout any interruption from the feverity of the feafon. 

As I had determined to commence our furvey on the weP.ern fide of 
the river, as far up that fide as the wind now at n. n. e. would permit us 
to fetch, we proceeded in queft of fome convenient ftation for the (hip, 
from whence two boat parties might be difpatched, the one to examine 
the Ihores fouthward to cape Douglas, the other to precede the (hip in 
our route up the river. 

* For the firft time this feafon we noticed fome flocks of wild geefe, and 
could not avoid remarking, that they all flew to the fouthward, contrary 
to what might ha ve been expefted from the advanced ftate and mildnefs 
of the feafon; which however on funday morning fulfered a very mate- Sanday > 2 - 
rial alteration, as the wind came to the n. e. and was attended by a (harp 
froft and a very heavy fall of fnow. On leaving the eaftern Ihore the 
depth of water gradually increafed from 25 to 35 fathoms, fine fandy 
bottom in mid-channel, and then decreafed again as we approached the 
wellern (hore, which about fix was indiflin 611 y perceived through the 
'falling fnow ; and being then in 20 fathoms w’ater, we anchored until the 
weather Ihould prove more favorable to our purfuit. In this fituation we 
remained, without bcit^g able to diCcern the adjacent fliores, until the fol- 
lowing forenoon, when the weftern horizon became clear, and ftiewed us Mt n<hy:4. 
cape Douglas bearing by compals s. 9 e. ; mount St. Auguflin, s. 9 w. ; 
the nonhernmdft land in fight, N.9W.; and a low' point, S.31 w.; 
from whence the fliores to the fouthward fell fo far back to Uie weflward, 
that we could only diftinguifh the fummits of a range of lofty disjoined 
mountains intiVely covered with fnow, that feemed principally to occu- 
py the fpace between that low point and cape Douglas, but at the fame 
limb gave the country an appearance in this point of view of being 
greatly divided by water. From thence to the northward, excepting 
ii open bay abreafl of us with two rocks lying before its entrance, 
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the fliorcs appeared to be compaft, and the furfacc of the country de- 
— feending rather abruptly at firft, admitted near the water-fide a#«nar- 
tovf border of low land ; this was covered with wood, \vhich continued 
to grow fome diflance up the fides of the mountains, which were very 
lofty and rugged, and above the line where v'cgetation ceafed were wrap- 
ped in perpetual fnow. 

Whilfl. we had a clear and diftin6l view of every thing in the wcllern 
quarter, the oppofite fide of the horizon was totally obfeured from our 
fight by a dark mifty haze. We had, however, by intervals of clearer 
weather, been enabled to form fome idea of our lituation, and of the 
coaft to the fouthweftward, which I now conlidered as lying behind us ; 
the broken and infular appearance of which gave me reafon to cxpc61 the 
examination of it would be a laborious talk, notwithllanding that the 
range of mountains that bounded our horizon, in that diredion, admit- 
te*d of a llrong prefumption that the whole might be clofely conne61cd 
by land, not fufiiclently elevated to be viliblc at our remote dillance. 

As I concluded the Chatham could not be far behind, if flic had not 
already preceded us ; and as I had particularly dire61ed that the furvey 
Ihould commence at cape Douglas, I had little doubt, on our meeting, 
that any thing would be left unexamined in that quarter : but fliould it 
fo happen, that any further inquiry might be deemed neceflliry, and that 
we Ihould be obliged to return by the fame route, the liimmer feafoii in 
that cafe would be more advanced and more favorable to our refea relies- 
in that region, which is expofed to all the influence of the oceanic winds 
and waves? and in the prefent inclement weathef W'ould be. a very ha- 
zardous undertaking in our open boats, the only means by which, from 
experience, I was confident this objeft could now be accomplifhed. 'Eo 
avoid, therefore, as much as poflible, any dcki)', or niifapplication of 
time, I determined to proceed up the river, keeping clofe along its 
weftern fliore, and forthwith to purfue our invefti^ation to its navi- 
gable extent. 

Agreeably to this determination, being favored wdth tlie flood title, 
although not a very rapid one, we fleered to the northward until about 
three in the afternoon •, when, cm meeting the reflux, we anphored 
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about a league flora the wcflern flioi-e, in 20 fathoms water, foft famly 

botton. 'I'hc latitude, by double altitudes, was 60“ 1 j. The froll ftill ' — > 

contin^d ; the .wind was moderate, though variable, attended wifh a 
very heavy fall of fnow, and an unpleafant fwcll from the s. e, Tht'fe 
combined circumttances detained us at anchor until the next day in the Tuefeiav 15. 
afternoon, when wc took the advantage of the latter part of the flood- 
tide, but advanced only a few miles before the ebb obliged us again to 
anchor in 25 fathoms water, foft bottom. Here the weftern (here was 
bounded by lofty rugged mountains, between the bafes of which and the 
water-fidc was a margin of low, or moderately cle\ated, wood-land 
country. Two fmall openings were obferved, the norihcrnmdfl, being 
the larged;, appeared to be a found, winding towards the foot of the 
volcano, which, from its apparently clofe connection with the neigh- 
bburing mountains, probably gave the limits to its extent. Thefe open- 
ings wc left for the examination of Mr. Puget, not confidcring them 
lidficiently important to retard our progrefs, efpecially as the appear- 
ance of the atmofphere indicated a favorable change in the w'eathcr. 

The fnow had ceafed to fall, and, excepting fome dark clouds between 
the N.N.E. and N.w., the fley and horizon were perfectly cleai, and 
gave us, for ilie lirfl: time fincc faturday night, a diftant view of the 
ioulhern parts of the caflern^fliore ; the night, how’cver, was attended 
witK the {evered froll we had yet experienced, the mercury fell to 23, 
and although the weather was clear and cheerful the next morning, yet 
the air was fo excedivcly keen, that the fun’s rays had no cff'efl on the 
thermometer. We weighed about len in the forenoon, with the flood- Wednef. »6.- 
tide, and a light breeze from the n.w., and proceeded up the river; 
the mercury at noon had rifen to 26'’, the obferved latitude 60® n', lon- 
gitude 208" 23 "and line variation in the forenoon was obferved to be 
23° 46' eaftcrly, which I confidered as too little, notwithflanding that the 
obfervatmns were Very carefully made. Our courfe was direfted be- 
tween the wellern fltore and the low illand near it mentioned by Captain 
Cook, 

• Sliortlyalter noon, we were vifitcd by three of the natives, each in 
a Imall _^in canoe, who without the kail hefitation made their canoes. 

fall 
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Ai.nt alongfide, and came on board with evident marks of being acquaint- 

ed with European manners, by their bowing very refpcftfully on cojwing 
upon deck. They made figns for fnuff and tobacco, w;hich, with fome 
other trivial articles tliey folicited, they feemed to be highly .gratified by 
receiving, and exprelTed a degree of modefl concern that they had not 
any thing to offer in return. At dinner they did not make the leaft 
fcruple of partaking of our repaft, with fuch wine and liquors as were 
offered to them ; though of thefe they drank very fparingly, fecniing to 
be well aware of their pow'erful effecl. The weather was calm on their 
arrival ; but tow'ards the evening a light breeze Iprang up from the 
fouthward, and as they had but flightly I'ecured their canoes, the proba- 
bility of their breaking adrift was pointed out to them. On this they 
made figns to know if we were going up the river, and on their being 
anfwert*d by the fame means in the affirmative, they eafily gave us to 
underfland that they wifhed to accompany us, and that their canoes 
fliould be taken on board, with which I had no objeftion to com- 
ply. 

With a boat a-head, founding the depth of water from 13 to 17 fa- 
thoms, we continued our courfe until fix in the evening, when the in- 
fluence of the returning tide being ftronger than that of the wind, we 
anchored in 15 fathoms water, fandy bottom. In this fituation the 
mountains feen over cape Douglas bore by compafs s. 5. e., diftant 35 
leagues ; mount St. Auguftin s, 6 w. ; the north-eaft point of the moft 
northern opening or found, s. 20 w., diftant 19 miles ; the Volcano s. 
2S w. ; a‘ remarkably lofty mountain on the weft fhore, s, S5 w. ; the 
north extreme of the low ifland, in a line with another high diftant 
mountain, n. 4 e. ; its neareft fhore eaft, diftant two miles ; its (buth 
point s. 75 E., a league diftant ; beyond which the eaftern fhore was 
feen ftretching to s. 41 e. ; and the neareft part of the weftem fhore 
N. 87 w., about four miles diftant : this is a fteep cliff moderately high; 
the fhore on either fide is a low flat beach, particularly to the north- 
ward, where the margin of low land is of a greater extent than we 
had noticed further to the fouthward, from the bale of the mountains, 
which, fo far as we were able to ^ifeern, are a connected andvundavi- 
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ded barrier along the weftern fide of the river. Our latitude at this 
anch(?h^^ was 6o° 2^-^', longitude 208® 33'. The night tide not ferving 
our purpofe, we waited the return of the flood on the following day, 
but as that would not take place until about noon, I employed the morn- 
ing by making an excu^fion to the ifland. 

We landed with tolerable eafe* on the fouth point of what at high 
water forms a (hallow bay, I)ut at low tide is a liar of land and mud, on 
which were lying in.nunicrabie large fragments of rock not Jiitached to 
the (pot 01; \v'hicli they reded, but evidently brouglit and depofited there 
in- ilic violence of the tide, or by Come otlier jrowerful agency. The 
globular form which moft of them had acquired, with the fmoothnefs of 
their furface, indicated their having been much fubjefied to a rolling 
motion. The ifland was in moft parts covered with fmall pine and alder 
trees, but the fnow that tvas lying very deep on the ground confined our 
walk to the beach, on which were lodged Ibme fmall drift wood, and 
many large pieces of ice that feemed to have been there left by the tides 
that had flowed much higher than ihofe which at that time prevailed ; from 
hence wc were induced to fuppol'e that the froft had broken up, and that 
the feveritv of the then weather was a fecond vifkation of wintei . In 
the fnow wc faw the tracks of fome fmall animals, and on the beach we 
found fome pieces of coal refe;nbling the cannel coal. The fliip pro- 
ccedeti at flack tide with a light breeze from the north-eaft, ftood to wind- 
^rd, and having advanced about 4 miles from her laft ftation in a di- 
rection N. N. K., I repaired on board. 

The depth of water }\ad now (about one o’clock) decreafed to 8 fa- 
thoms; in the cxpe 61 ;!ition of finding a deeper channel we again flood 
towards the ifland ; the foundings however foon decreafed to 6 fathoms, 
and, immediately after, the Ihip grounded in 15 feet Avater; here (he 
refted for a (liort time, then fwung round, and again floated with a jerk, 
conveying the idea of her having refted on a round ftone, fimilar to ihofe 
found on the beadh at the ifland. The depth foon increafed, as we pro- 
ceeded tow?f!K^he ifland, to 15 fathoms, where we anchored to wait for 
♦he ebb ^d^inn^^der that we might return by the- way wc had come, as 
little a^^tage could be derived by pt^rfilling in a route fo intricate 
• O and 
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*794- and unpleafant. The fhoal on which the {hip had grounded is of fome 
extent, it ftretches to the northward, li« between fix and feyp^* miles 
' from the main land, and is near a league from the weft fide of the ifland ; 
where alfo a flat extends fome diftance into the river. 

The objefcl I had had in view being now fully accompliflied, in having 
afeertained that the weftern fhore behind the ifland was compaft, I de- 
termined to proceed immediately to the furtheft extent of Captain Cook’s 
refearches, and from thence to carry rny examination into execution as 
circumftances Ihould direft. For this purpofe, about feven in the even- 
ing, the weather being nearly calm, we weighed, and committed our- 
felves to the* influence of the ebb tide, a meafure that in regions fo un- 
known cannot be defended as being the moft prudent ; yet in fervices of 
this nature a very confiderable degree of rifle .muft frequently be encoun- 
tered, or the accompli (hment of particular objc6ts would necefl'arily be 
‘ prolonged to a very diftant and indefinite period. The truth of this ob- 
fervation was very foon exhibited. By the time we had palfed about a 
league in a direction s. 38 w. from the anchorage that we had quitted in 
the forenoon, we again fuddenly found ourfelves in a very fliallow wa- 
ter, and were under apprehenfions of being aground every inftant, 
whicih, wlili the falling tide, muft have been attended with very unplea- 
fant, if not ferious, confequences. Whilft in this irklbme ftate, and at 
the moment when our depth had dccreafed to 3 fathoms, a light breeze 
of wind providentially fprang up, which rendered the fliip manageabic, 
anti permitted us to fleer to the eaftward ; our depth then foon increafed 
to 7, aiKl afterwards gradually to -30, fathoms/ Having -kept a fouth- 
wdlerly courfe. until midnight, and at that time reaching no bottom 
with 40 fathoms of line, I concluded we were far to the fouthward of 
the flioal laid down in Captain Cook’s chart, as extending from the fouth 
point of the ifland. 

For the purpofe of taking the advantage of the flood tide, to aflifl our 
progrefs up the river, although we confidered the fhoal to lie far to the 
north of us, yet tliat we might run no rifk we hauled gradujJftv to the fouth 
and s.s.F.., in order to-pafs it at fome dif lance ; this prei^ftidft'v, however, 
availed us little, for we had not ath'anced far before the depth ofVater was 
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again under 9 fathoms ; and inftantly dccreafing to 4, the fhip ftruck with 
fome^Jegree of violence, occafioned by a very heavy fwell from the ocean, 
that foi^jme days paft had been attendant on the flood tide. About 
one o’clock, having a fine commanding breeze from the n.e., we fleered 
to the weflward and s.w., but to no purpofe, the tide having more in- 
fluence on the body of the ftiip than the wind on her fails ; in this very 
unpleafant predicament w’c remained nearly ftationary for about an hour 
and an half, the ftiip frequently ftriking, and fometimes fo heavily as 
to occafion conflant apprchenfion left the mails fliould come by the 
board, or Ibme worfe accident befall us. Every effort to get to the 
weflward of the flioal proving inefFc6lual, we had no . other aliernaiive 
than to crofs it if poflible, by purfuing an oppofite line of dirc6lion 
this attempt however feemed to be full of danger, as its flialloweft part ap- 
peared by the breakers to be at its' caftern extremity, which had induced 
me to perfevere fo long in my endeavours to get to the weflward. The* 
attempt was made, and was happily crowned with a fuccefs far beyond 
my rnoft fangutne expeftations. After having got the fliip’s head to 
the caftward fhe ftruck but once more, (though that was the moll vio- 
lent and alarming (hock we had fuftained) in crofting the flioal •- the 
water foon after deepened to 10 and 15 fathoms, and we had the (unher 
fatisfaclion of finding that the fliip made no water, nor were we ablc*to- 
perceive that Ihe bad in any other refpeft received the Icafl damage. 

% Wc arrived in deep water juft as the dawning of day enabled us to 
procure fome angles, which Ihewed that wc had palfed the fhoal about 
a league to the fouth-w^fl; of the fquth point of the ifland, anej (by the 
appearance of the broken water in our paffage) nearly over its middle', 
as it feemed to extend full a league further in that direftion. f’rom the 
great variety in therfoundings in pafling over it, it Ihould apjicar to be 
very uneven, as in fevcral inftanccs, when the fhip ftruck violently, or 
when Ihd refled on*the ground, the depth by the lead line was frccpient- 
ly near falhoms, and die rife and fall of the waves was by no means 
equal to this drtference. It is not improbable diat this fhoal might have 
arrefled foji^tm’JCnients of rocks fimilar to thofc before mentioned 5 and 
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Ajwi if fo, it w’as infinitely more dangerous to contend with than a mere fpit 
u. of fund, and renders our prefervation a moft providential event. ^ 

. ,'W e continued to take advantage of die flood tide, and flood '•"co wind- 
.Friday i8. ward Until about feven the next morning, when on the ebb making, we 
anchored off the eaflern fide of the iflaixl, in 1 4 fathoms water, flony 
bottom, about a league from its fliore; along which extends a continua- 
tion of the flioal about two miles from the ifland. 

I lliould be wanting in juftice to our Indian paffengers, were I to omit 
Hating their docility and refpeftful behaviour whilfl they were on board ; 
as alfo the anxi^y they exprefled for our fafety, left the veffel whilft 
ftriking ftiould break to pieces ; and the real fatisfaflion and happinefs 
diey exhibited on being given to underftand that we were again in per- 
£e£l fccurity. 

The weather now, diough extremely cold, (the mercury Handing at 
©5) was very cheerful, and afforded us an excellent view of the fur- 
rounding region, compofed, at a little diftance from the river, of ftu- 
pendous mountains, whofe rugged and romantic forms, clothed in a per- 
petual fheet of ice and fnow, prefented a profpeft, though magnificent- 
ly grand, yet dreary, cold, and inhofpitable. In the midft of thefe ap- 
peared the volcano near the fummit of which, from two diftinfl cra- 
ters on its fouth-eaftern fide, were emitted large columns of whitifli finoke; 
unlefs, as was fuppofed by fome on board,' it was vapour arifing from hot 
fprings in that neighbourhood ; but how far this conje6lure was confif 
tent with the feverity of the climate at the top of that lofty mountain, 
is not within the limits of my judgment to deterjmine. 

About ten in the forenoon, we were furprized by a much earlier re- 
turn of the flood' tide than we had expefted, with which, and a light vari-. 
able breeze, we direfled our courfe to the northward?-.. In the afternoon 
the wind blew a fteady breeze from the n. n.w., which enabled us to 
reach the narrows by feven in the evening. On tlie return of the ebb 
we became again ftationary in 1 7 fathoms water. Here the fhores of the 
river were comparatively low, or only moderately clevat^. Jutting out 
into three remarkable fteep cliffy points. Thefe I di^^jf'^hed by the 
names of the Wes T, North, .and East Forelands; tlie t^o former 
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are on the weftcrn, and the latter on the eallern, Ihore ; which, from the >7*^1; 

Ap’ii. 

ftaticm we had taken, bore by compals as follow : the weft Foreland, ' — V ‘ 

formin^he fouth-weft point of the narrows, s. 28 w., about four mdc^. 
diftant ; the norlfi Foreland n. 4 11. ; and the eaft Forjpland, forming- the 
north-eaft point of the narrows, N. 76 e. 

Here we were vifited by two. of the natives, in a fmall fkin canoe, 
who- underftanding what reception tlieir countrymen had met with, 
folicited the fame indulgence ; *their canoe was accordingly taken in, 
and they were permitted to remain on board. One of thefe, whole name 
was Sal-tart, poflefting fome apparent fuperiority over the reft, pre- 
fented me with fome martin fkins, and received in return fome iron. 


beads, a few other trinkets, and a fmall quantity of fnulF and tobacco, 
all of which he feemed to value very highly. Thefe people appeared to 
be* acquainted with the Ruffians, of whofe language they feemed to fpcak 
feveral words ; but our very confined knowledge of that, as well as our 
total ignorance of their native tongue, prevented our acquiring the in- 
forrhation which, from the intelligent appearance of thefe very civil and 
wclhbehaved ftrangers, we might otherways have been enabled to obtain. 

The ebb tide ran at the rate of five miles per hour ; and at half paft 
one on faturday morning the flood returned with equal rapidity ; and Saturday jp. 
having by three o’clock increafed with a velocity that the beft bower ‘ca- 
ble was unequal to refift, it broke, and the buoy finking by the ftrength 
*d|f the current, the anchor and cable were irrecoverably loft. This 
was an accident that gave me very ferious concern, fince our ftock of 
thefe important ftores yas already very much reduced. As it, was now 
becoming day-liglit v^c proceeded up the river, with the flood tide and 
a light variable breeze in the northern quarter, attended with very fe- 
vere weather; the-mercury being at 18. We kept near theweftern fliorc 
lo avoid being entangled with the fhoal on which the Refblution had 
grounded,, and by Utat means loft much of the influence of the flood ; 


lb that on the fj)b making about (even o’clock, we had not advanced 
more than .^^^gues. Here we again anchored in 13 fathoms water; 
the weft by compafs bearing s. 14 e., diftant nine miles ; the 

north Fq^lana^N. 35 e.; the eaft Foreland s. 61 e. ; and the volcano s. 
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April. 


12 w. The obferved latitude was 60*51', but wc were not able to pro- 
cure any obfcrvations for the variation. 

. .Our Indian friends, who we liad imagined were on their retii^n from 
an cxcurfion down (he river at the time wc met willi them, now gave 
us to underfland that their liabitations were in this neighbourhood, on 
the wcftern fliorc, and dchrcd to take .their leave; they departed, fliew- 
ing a very high fenle of gratitude for the kindnefs and attention with 
which iJicyhad been treated. Whilfl 011 board they had behaved with a 
degree of modefly and decorum rarely found amongh men in a far 
more civilized Rate ; and notwithftanding they had been conftantly e.\- 
pofed to temptations, by articles lying in their way which were of tlie 
inoll valuable nature in their eflimation, not the moll trifling thing was 
miffed, nor did their honefly in any refpe^il fufl'er the Icufl impeaclunent. 
They repofed the utmoll confidence in our integrity, and confidered 
themfelves as much at home in our fociety, as if we had long been their 
mofl intimate friends. In fhort, if the conduft they exhibited, during 
the time they paffed with us, is to be received as their general national 
chara6lcr, it indicates them to be a people unaftuated by ambition, jea- 
loufy, or avarice; the paffiens which fo flrongly operate on the human 
fpecies, to produce a conflant dread and variance with each other, and 
flirfiulate to afcls of oppreffion, violence, and rapacity, as well on their 
ncarefl neighbours as the moll dillant Ilringcrs. , 

At low tide the fhoal wc purpofed to avoid was feen from the maff- 
head to. the north-eaflward, between which and the weflern fliorc, on 
the return of the flood tide, about two o'clock ,.our route was dircclcd, 
with a frefh breeze from thcN.N.w., which obliged us to ply, keeping 
nearer the fliore than the fhoal. The foundings from mid-channel to-, 
wards the Ihoal were 20 fathojns and upwards, but bMvards the land tlie 
depth regularly decreafecl to 13 and 10 fathoms. The gale reduced us to 
double-reefed topfails and forefiiil, and was accompanied by fo' fevcre a 
frofl, that the fpray became inflanlly frozen, and fell on the docks like 
fleet, or frnall particles of fnow, and the water that was b^uoht up with 
the lead-line, although’ in conllant motion, cafed it intird;! »Wn ,ice, On 
meeting the ebb tide in the ev.cnjing, wc. anchored in i5'rath^s.water.,i 
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about two leaffues to the north-eaftward of the nonli Foreland, and about ‘ 79 1 - 
a lea^!^^from the weftern fliorc. During the night a quantity of loole u.. — v— > 
ice parted the fliip, and in the morning of funday the wind blew a gen- Sunday ao. 
tie breeze from the n.vv„ wuih intcnfely cold weather, the mercury Hand- 
ing at 7 j. Having b®th wind and tide in our favor, about three o’clock 
we proceeded towards the northern or main branch of the river, but 
were foon alarmed by the appearance of a dry flioal in the direftion of 
our courfe. This appearance was very unexpefled, as wc were then 
nearly purfuing the former track of the Refolutiou and Difeovery, wlilch 
could fcarcely have parted fuch a flioal unnoticed. Man)' large lumps, 
like rocks of confiderable fize, were lying upon it, which at kngth in- 
duced me to believe, that what we had taken for a flioal would be found 
to^be only a body of dirty ice. We liad how'ever contended fuificientiy 
with dangers of this fort, and having unde] flood that a Spanifli officei; 
had found the navigation of this extenfivc river intirely clofed by fhoals 
and fand banks, extending from fide to fide fonie leagues lower down 
than where Captain Cook had anchored, I did not think it prudent to 
proceed until fome examination fhould have taken place ; cfpecially as 
forne of the crew were already froft-bitten, and in the event of our get- 
ting a-ground, the carrying out anchors, and other duties confequent 
upon fuch an accident, might* expofe others to the like inconvenience. 

For thefe rcafons wc again anchored, and after the fun had ftione about 
"tlirec hours, I difpatchcd Mr. Whidbey in the cutter to afeertain the 
matter in doubt. About ten in the forenoon he returned, having gone 
feveral miles’ beyond u^h^re the flio’al was fuppolcd to have b*cen feen, 
without me eting lefs tlian from 1.4 to 17 fathoms water. The appear- 
ance that had been miftaken for a (hoal proved to be floating ice, which 
had been carried rapidly from the fhip with the flrength of the tide, 
and then, difappeared, giving it, in the gray of the morning, the fem- 
blance of a flioal overflowed by the flood tide ; this was manifefled by 
the return of tJiC; next ebb, when, about noon, our horizon was encom- 
parted in Btip{Fdirc6iions with floating ice, of various fliapes, magnitudes, 
and colorirs, 
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I'he weather was calm and fercne, though intenfely cold, and the ebb 
tide obliging us to remain ftationary, afforded a good opportiyntTy for 
making fuch obfervations as were become requifite ; by thefe the lati- 
tude was found to be 61" 10', longitude 210“ ; and the variation in fix 
fets of azimuths, by two compaffes, fhewed the mean refult to be 29® 48' 
eafterly, differing very materially from our laft obfervations, notwith- 
ftanding that the two ftations were not 30 leagues apart ; the latter how- 
ever I confidered to be the moft correft. In this fituation, the north 
Foreland bore by compafs s. 28 vv. ; the nearefl fliore s. 74 w., about a 
league off; the ifland lying before the river Turnagain, Uie 

entrance of that river, N.70K.; point Poffeffion, n. 87K.; and the vol- 
cano, s. 15 w., diftant 32 leagues. Favored with the flood tide and a 
foutherly breeze, about three o’clock we refumed our courfe as before- 
mentioned, and had foundings from 13 to 17 fathoms until feveu in the 
evening, when we fuddenly came into 6 and 4 fathoms ; but on hauling 
a little to the fouth the water again deepened to 6 fathoms, in which vre 
anchored. The weft point of entrance into the northern branch of the 
river, by compafs bore n. 48 5 leagues diftant ; its eafl point, N.5/5 e, ; 

'Furnagain ifland, from n. 63 e. to eafl, and point Poffc flion, s. 35 e., 
diftant 10 miles. Four large pieces of icc were aground to the north of 
u.s; and as we were about 4 miles to the north of Captain Cook’s track, 
and a league to the fouth of the fhoal laid down by him as extending 
from the northern fliore, I confidered the Ihoal we had anchored near. 


to have been one that had efcaped his notice. 

The wind blew a ftrong gale in the night fr9m the n. n. w., the wea- 
ther was intenfely cold, attended with a heavy fall of very fmall liard 
frozen fnow, that prevented our feeing far about us until monday after- 
noon, when the weather clearing up about the time of low water, our 
fituation was difeovered to be about a quarter of a mile from an exten- 
fivc dry flioal, bearing by compafs from s. 74 \v. to N. 54 e. ; evidently 
connefted with, and lying along the northern fhore of, tlje river, which 


was at the diftance of about five miles, and had the appm&^^ice, by the 
dirctlion it took, of joiiiing on to the weft point of its '^o; th'^rp branch. 
'Phis left no doubt of its being theTame flioal as that dcliiicated^n-Captain 
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Cook’s chart, although by our obfervations, both the flioal and its ad- ^794- 
f^oining, fliore feem to lie fomc miles further to the fouth than is there \ * 

reprelen£fed. 

The weather continuing to be fair, and having a commanding breeze 
from the n. n. w., we proceeded to the north-eall along the edge of the 
Ihoal in foundings from 13 to 19 fathoms water, until about four o’clock, 
when the depth again decreafed to 6 ^ fathoms. We flood towards 
Turnagain ifland, but not finding a deeper channel we anchor.:xl, in or- 
der to examine the paflage before we Ihould proceed further. On this 
fervice Mr. Whidbey was difpatched at day-light the next morning with Tuefdty az. 

two boats, and he returned about noon, having found in the channel a 
depth of water from 7 to 17 fathoms, the deepeft water being on the 
ifland fide. 

At four in the afternoon we weighed anchor, with the flood and a 
light weflerly breeze ; but our fails had not fiifficient influence to aft’ 
againfl the ftrength of the tide, which in fpite of every endeavour to the 
contrary prefled us toward the fhoals, forming the northern fide of the 
channel ; here the fliip grounded for a fliort fpace of time, and again 
floated without occafioning us the leaft trouble; the wind from the 
weftward becoming at this junfture fomewhat more powerful, we hauled 
acrofs the channel into 7 fathoms water, where we again anchored, hav- 
ing nbw advanced as far as the paflage had been examined. 

' A favorable change had this day taken place in our climate ; the mer- 
cury in the thermometer had rifeu to 36, the weather was ferene, the air 
comparatively mild, and we again flattered ourfelves that a more tem- 
perate feafon was at length approaching. 

The next morning wc difeovered on the furface of the water innu- Wednef. 23. 
merable large pieces of floating icc, which were drifted by the rapidity 
of the tide with great violence againfl the Ihip’s bows, but fortunately 
they were’ not of fufficient magnitude to do us any injury. They how- 
ever prevented t/he boats being hoifted out until eight o’clock, when 
Mr. Whidbey, again proceeded in quefl of a convenient ftation for the 
,{hip, within the entrance of the northern branch; thb fervice engaged 
him until 'two in the afternoon, when, he* returned, and reported that 
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ApT?i’ fhip’s anchora^ the depth of water had gradually increafed to 

y. i—v— lo and 15 fathoms, until he had reached the points of entrance^J^.,weeiv 
• which he had found 20 fatlioms, and within them from 26 to 10 fathoms, 
but this depth was by no means regular. He had then direfled his re- 
fearches fome diftance further up the branch than the boats from the 
Refolution and the Difeovery had penetrated in the year 1778, and 
found all the fhores round to the northward conipofed of compaft low 
land ; and unlefs the branch took a very fharp turn to the call or s. e., it 
had every appearance of terminating not many miles beyond the extent 
of his examination, in a fpacious bafon or harbour. 

This account difappointed my expedations, as it was not eafily recon- 
cilable with the idea we had formed of. the interior diftance to which wc 
fhould be led by the waters of this extenfive opening. The prefumptiou 
that our progrefs would fpeedily be ftopped, became by this information 
very ftrong; but as that point remained yet to be proved, I was deter- 
mined to perfevere in my former intention, and weighing with the flood 
about ftve in the evening, we fteered for the bafon or harbour deferibed 
by Mr. Whidbey ; and which, although by his account capable of afford- 
ing us proteftion and fhelter againft the winds or the fea, did not promife 
anj^ very agreeable communication with the fliore. Our progrefs was 
uninterrupted, and having about nine at night reached the limits of Mr. 
Whidbey’s examination, we anchored near the eaftern fide of the har- 
bour in 7 fathoms water, black fandy bottom. 

TburrdAy24, The weather was fair the next me. i.mg, and at low tide a dry fhoal 
was feen* ftretching from a high cliffy point to the northward on the caft- 
ern fhore, where the river took an eaftwardly dneilion. This fhoal 
leemed to be connefted with the cliffy point, and to be fome feet above 
water, forming as it were a ridge that extended towards the north-weft 
or oppofite fhore, and was apparently united to that fide alfo; at any 
rate, it was evident that if a channel did exill it could only be a very nar- 
row one, and our curiofity became greatly excited by they^ appearances be- 
fore us. For our fatisfaftion in this particular, and for tlje purpofe of 
finding a more convenient ftation for the fhip, and a fupply ofs^refh water, , 
I made an e.xcurfion after breakfaft, accompanied by fome of the officers. 

\Ve 
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We had not long quitted the ftiip, before we found a dream of ex- 
^CAt water on the eaftern fliore, which, with little labour in clearing 
away the ice, could be very conveniently obtained. Our attention was 
now principally direfted to a bay or cove, iliat feemed to be fituated to 
the foutltward of the cliffy point before-mentioned, where I entertained, 
hopes of finding a commodious refting place for the Ihip, free from the 
inconvenience of the drifting ice, which feemed likely to occafion us 
much annoyance. On reaching the fouth point of this bay, we obfcrvcd 
near the edge of the lleep dills that form it, fome houfes; thefe we vi- 
fited, but found them fcarcely more than the fkeletons of habitations, 
that had apparently been fome time deferted. The large ones were four 
in number, of a different fliape and conflrudion to any of the houfes of 
the North Wdl American Indians we had yet fecn. One of thefe was 
twenty-four feet long, and about fourteen feet wide, built with upright 
and crofs fpars, had been covered in with the bark of the birch tree, and 
when in good repair muft have been a very tolerably comfortable dwel- 
ling. Their fliape refembled that of a barn, the fides perpendicular 
about nine feet high, and the top of the roof about four feet higher, 
which inclined uniformly from tlic fides until it met in the middle. Refidc 
thefe there were two or three fmaller tenements or hovels half under 
ground, and built more after the prevailing fafhion of the native inliJibi- 
tants’of thefe regions. This Vircumflance, in addition to the fpars of 
■■Mihich the larger houfes were formed, having all been cut down by axes, 
and evidently by perfons accuflomed to fuch tools, induced us to fuppofe 
that this village had been the refidei\ce of a party of Ruffians,,or fome 
other European vifitors, hot only from the conflruflion of the larger 
houfes, but from the circumflancc of thefe Indians not having yet been 
induced to make the leafl ufe of the axe, but univerfally preferring and 
ufing iron tools in the form of the knife or chifel. 

From hence we proceeded to the examination of the bay. On found- 
ing from point tp point, the deepeft water was not found to exceed from 
4 to /j fathorns^, and thi.s nearly at the top of the flood. And as tin' 
rife and fall of the tide according to our raenfuration was not Icfs than 4 
fathoms, 'this part of the bay mull neceffarlly be nearly dry at low 
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April’ After pafling to the north of the high cliffy point to which at 

low tide the (hoal had appeared to be united, we had for the fpacc ctf'ft' 
•quarter of a mile 9 and 10 fathoms water, but on (leering over towards 
the oppofite or north-weft (hore the depth inftantly decreafed to 4 and 
3 fathoms, and by keeping as nearly as we could judge on the Ihoal ridgo 
feen from the (hip, the depth was found to be from 20 to 14 feet water, 
until within a little diftance of the north-weft fide, when we had a few 
cads of 7^ fathoms. At this dme it was the top of high water neap 
tides. 

Being unprovided for a more comprehenfive fur\'ey, we left for future 
examination the width of thefe fmall fpaces of deepwater; as likewife 
the afcertaining whether this (hoal conftituted only a bar, and whether 
the.extenfive (heet of water to the e.n.e. became again navigable for 
(hipping, and ftretched to any remote diftance in that dire6lion. The 
general appearance of the country indicated the contrary, as the (hores, 
in every direftion in which we had feen them, had uniformly appeared to 
defcend gradually, from the mountains to their termination at the water 
fide, in low flat land, apparently (irm and compaft ; (hould thefe waters 
therefore penetrate beyond the limits of our view, their courle muft have 
been between interlocking points at no, great diftance from each other. 

Our curiofity (b far (atlsfied we returned to the (hip, not very well 
able to reconcile with each other the feveral circumftances that had 
thus fallen under our obfervation; namely, the rapidity and regularity"” 
of the tide forming equal intervals of flood and ebb, both of equal 
ftrength, .and fetting at the rate of. 3 miles an hour ; with the water, 
even at dead low tide, little, if at all, frelherYtiantthat of the ocean, al- 
though at the diftance of near 70 leagues from the (ea. Thefe feveral cir- 
cumftances could not be confidered, noiwithftanding the appearance of 
the (hores, as indications of an early termination of this extenfive open- 
ing on the coaft. 

The watering place to which I intended to refort lying to the fouth of 
our anchorage, we weighed with the latter part of the ebb, in order to 
place the (hip as conveniently to it as the (hores would admit ; but in 
attempting this, the (hip ran a-ground on a (hoal that had efeeped . our 

3 -obfervation. 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


log 


obfervation, lying between our laft anchorage and the fhore. An an- 

immediately carried out, and on the return of the flood the ' 

veflel was hove off, without having received any apparent injury. ... 

The next morning Mr. Swaine was fent with a party to clear away FriJ»y *5. . 
the ice before the run of water, and prepare a convenient fpot for the 
reception of the caiks ; whilft another boat was employed in fearch of 
the mofl convenient anchorage for the fliip. This being found about a 
mile to the fouthward of the run of water, we proceeded in the evening, 
took our ftation there, and moored with a cable each way in 5 fathoms 
depth at low water, foft bottom, compofed of fmall loofe (tones, and 
line black fand. 
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Dangerous Jituation of the Jhip in confequcnce of ice — Examination of the 
upper part of Cook's river — Us final termination proving it to ht only an 
extenfive arm of the fta, it obtains the name of Cook's inlet — Joined, by 
the Chatham — Mr. Puget's narrative during the feparation of the two 
vejfels — Vijited by Ruffians — Quit Cook's inlet — AJlrononiical and nautical 
ehfervaiions. 


April. Having taken a ftation as conveniently to the (liore as circumftanccs 
kt'uTd^a'o. would permit, on faturday morning we fat ourfelves earncftly about 
the feveral neceflary duties we had to perform, amongfl: which was the 
procuring of wood and water from the Ihore. This fervice was greatly 
interrupted by the floating ice, which by the rapidity of the tides was 
rendered very dangerous to our boats, the utmoft caution being re- 
quired to prevent their being crufhed, not only when they were alon^ 
the fide of the ftiip, but in their communication with the land, by the ice 
which was in motion, and by that lodged on the fliore ; againft which the 
more buoyant rnafles, though of confiderafile fize, were driven with 
great violence and dallied to pieces. Some anxiety was likewife felt for 
the faftty of our cables, though every precaution in our power was ta- 
ken for their proteflion. 

In the afternoon we v ere vifited by twenty-three, of the natives in a 
large flein canoe. Thelc people were deflitute of any weapons, and 
were condufclcd by a )'oung chief, named ChatidooUz, who feemed to 
poffcfs great authority, and to be treated with much refpe^l by every 
hidividual of the party ; whofe humble demeanor manifglled the inferi- 
X „ ority 
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ority of them all, excepting one, named Kanijlooch, who appeared to be jV'Hj 
■^ftrtflPVhat younger than the chief, and to whom alfo the rell fhewed 
much attention. This man attended the chief on all occafions, and Was 
the only one who was permitted to fit on the lame feat with him, the 
others fquatting thcmfelves down on the deck. At full half a dozen 
only were admitted on board, bi»t towards the evening the chief ear- 
neftly folicited that they might all be allowed to enter the fhip, and that 
their canoe might be taken on board. Apprehenfive that fome pilfer- 
ing a6ls might be committed, I made the chief acquainted with my fuf- 
picions, and the confequent objeftion I had to their Deeping on board. 

This, though we were totally unacquainted with each others language, 
was communicated by figns too cxprcflive of our meanings to be mii- 
taken, as were the alTurances of the chief that I might rely on their 
hohefty ; at the fame time expreffing much apprehenfion for the fafety 
of his people and their canoe, who were in a dangerous predicament,* 
from the large malfcs of ice that were now palfing the Ihip. Thcfe ar- 
guments, together with the extremely good behaviour of thofe few of 
their countrymen who Itad vifited us, not many leagues from our 
then Dation, induced me to comply with the earneft defire of Chatidoollz, 
and on their coming on board each prefented me with one or two injir- 
tin fkins. They feemed to be highly gratified with the indulgence grant- 
ed tht*m, fcrupulouDy exaft in every particular, and behaved M’iih a degree 
cxf modefty and caution left they Diould give ofl’cnce, that was beyond 
example, and extremely engaging. 

Some of our gentlemen in queft of game on fhore, had fallen in with 
a family of about eighteelr Indians, from whom they received the kind- 
eft attention and civil’* y ; and they had in return invited four or five of 
them on board, which invitation they readily accepted. The latter patty 
were evidently of a different tribe or fociety from thofe with Chatidoollz : 
but they nevertlieJefe were upon amicable and friendly terms, and paffed 
a moft cheerful evening together, and feemingly much to their mutual 
iatisfa6Iion/ .After eating a hearty fupper of fait meat and bifeuit, they 
, relied, very quietly until the next morning, when each of the party re- 
ceived from me prefents of fnuff and* tobacco, ear-fttells, iron cliifels, 

• * • beads, 
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beads, hawk’s bells, bultons and needles, all of wdiich leemed to be highly 
valued, and were accepted with expreffions of the moll grateful acfeSaMt«f-v. 
Icdgment. 

As the drift ice did not feem to be in fuch abundance as on the pre- 
ceding day, the chief and his party took their leave, and evinced their 
approbation of the treatment they had received by linging as they pad- 
died round the Ihip ; on which occafion Chaiidooilz, being the only one 
Handing up in the canoe, performed many antic tricks that were very lu- 
dicrous. The behaviour of thefe people whilft on board was perfe£lly 
correfpondent with the alTurances given by their chief, and was in 
every refpefl, not only free from the Icall cenfure, but deferving the 
higheft commendation. They were permitted without any rellraint to go 
where they pleafed, and to fatisfy their curiofity in examining whatever 
attrafled their attention, and without incurring the leafl. difapprobation. 
The chief proraifed to repeat his vifit in the courfe of a few days ; and I 
endeavoured to make him underhand that game or fifli would be very 
acceptable to us, but the figns he made in return did not encourage us 
to hope for a fupply of thefe refrcfhments ; on the contrary, he re- 
quelled and procured fome bread and meat to take home with hin), 
which evinced that food at this feafon of the year with them, was not in 
abundance. 

Since the 2 ill the weather had been very ferene, and the intenfity of 
Monday i8. cqU had greatly abated ; the thermometer in the day time now Hood 

at 40, and the nights were attended with little froll. 

Anxiogus to avoid every pofliblc delay, Mr. Whidbey, with two boats 
equipped for ten days, was difpatched with direiflions to examine the river 
Turnagain, folong as his llores and provifions fliould lalt; but Ihould 
that river be foon found to terminate, then to profecute the examination 
of the eallcrn Ihore to. the eall Foreland, from .thence acrofs the river 
to the well Foreland, and to continue his furvey along the welter n Ihorc 
back to the llation of the fliip ; having fuppofed from the appearance of 
the land that an opening, which might prove extenfive, did .exift a few 
leagues to the north-et^ward of the north Foreland. In the mean time 

‘ . ‘I Ihould 
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I fliould endeavour, as (bon as onr bufincfs on board was tolerably for- 

to fatisfy myfelf with refpeft to die termination or further extent v. — 
of thefe waters. . • • 

The drift ice already mentioned as exccdively troublcfome, and great- 
ly obftruftiug our operjitions with the (liore, had latterly been confidered 
in a diminifliing date; but contrary to our expc6lations, it was much 
augmented by tlie flood tide, and large malTes, forming almoft complete 
fields of ice, were driven by the iucrealed rapidity of the fpring '.ides 
(that now moved at the rate of nearly 5 miles an hour) againR the 
bows of the (hip with alarming violence, and made me regret too late, 
having difpatched the boats ; not only on account of their (afety, for 
.which I became very apprchenfive; but alfo, led w'c (hould be driven 
from our datiori by this powerful opponent, without being able to leave on 
flioVe any indruflions for their direftion. 

The following day brought no favorable alteration; the quantity o^ Tuefdjysg. 
ice and the rapidity of the tide, particularly on the flood, were greatly 
incrcafed and were ti uly alarming. One large body of ice hooked the 
fmall bower cable, and with the violence of the tide broke it about 1 j 
fathom.s from the bows; at the fame lime the cable of the bed bower, by 
which alone the fliip now rode, was condantly pi t fled with fuch iinmcjtfc 
weight.s, that we fliould have \iad no hope of its being able to fudain 
them* had it not been a new fixtcen-inch cable, nearly tlircc inches in 
gtrth more than thofe of our cflablifliment, which had been procured at 
the cape of Good Hope, and to all appearance was very drong and 
well made. • • ' * 

Notwitlidancling hoWetcr the confidence we had in this, our fituation 
was very irkfoine and extremely uncomfortable, from the apprehenfion 
led the cable fliould be un.able to refid the violent fhocks it repeatedly 
received ; for in the event of its breaking, w'e diould then be reduced to 
only' one anchor and a thirteen inch cable for our prefervation. 

All communic'alion with the (hore w'as at an end, and our apprehen- 
fions for thefhip’s fafety were now increafed by the violence with which ' 

•the icC, nearly as hard and ponderous as the folid rock, was frequently 
driven againd the fliip’s bows, occafiorfing* fuch (hocLs as to awaken our 
fears, left the hull of the vclTel (hould fuftain feme material injury. lu 
VoL. III. Q addition 
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^794. addition to tliefe very unplcafant circuniftanccs^ on heaving in the flack 
of the cable at high water we difeovered it to.be chafed, by its 
■ rubbed againfl; fome rocks at the bottom. This accident was as unex- 
pc6bed as it was ungrateful to our feelings. To have quitted a ftation fo 
precarious, and lb pregnant with difafters of the mofl alarming nature, 
would have been a moll happy relief ;r yet, had we been ever fo much in- 
clined, we were denied this refource, for not a breath of air had been in 
motion during the lall twenty-four hours. Had we attempted to move, we 
mull have religned ourfelves to the immediate influence and impetuoGty 
of the flream, encumbered with huge mafles of ice,' through a very narrow 
and intricate channel, without being able to leave behind us the Icafl: 
intimation for the guidance of the abfent part of our little community in 
the boats. Our fmall bower anchor and cable were not confidered to be 
irretrievably loft, and were of too much importance to be willingly aban- 
doned. Thus circumftanced, we had no alternative but to remain, and 
encounter as long as we might be able fuch a maflive body of ice, as I 
believe no commander of a Greenland fhip, though fuch veflels are 
ftrengthened and protefted for this efpecial purpofe, would have at- 
tempted to have refifled, unleCs obliged lb to do by the moft urgent 
nefclTity. 

Towards flack water, particularly on the reflux, we had fome fliort 
intermifllons of thele threatening dangers ; in one of which, about'noon 
Wedner. 30. ’the following day, by means of creeping we fortunately hooked the brok€=ii 
cable; but the rapid return of tlie ice with tlie flood afforded but fu flic lent 
time to aflix a buoy to it, for the purpofe of recovering it with more fa- 
cility at the next favorable' opportunity. ' f 

Juft about the time of high water we were vilited by ten Ruffians, and 
about twice that number of Indians, in a large open rowing boat; 
who with great difficulty and much circumfpeftion got to the fhip 
through the drift ice, which had now almoft formed one connefled field 
from fide to fide. On their arrival the fhip was tolerably quiet, but on. 
the return of the ebb we were fo incommoded by the ice, that our vifi- 
,tors exprefled great concern for our fafety. They frequently afked if 
the fhip did not make much ‘water, and whether we were duly attentive 

‘ tp 
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to that particular. This was perhaps fuggefled to them by their noi 
the pumps at work, for wliofe fervices very fortunately we hud 
little occafion. If I rightly underllood them, they had come with, an 
intention of pafling the night with us; but after remaining on board 
three very unpleafant hours, they took the advantage of an cxienfive 
open fpacc betw'een the fields of ic^ and departed. 

Being ignorant of the Rufiian language, and our tnlnds being filled 
with the greatell anxiety, we w'ere ill calculated for the reception and 
entertainment of llrangers, and conlequently not likely to benefit by 
their converfation, or by any information they might have been able to 
have communicated. They however very clearly gave me to undgrlland, 
that our anchorage was not in a river, but in an arm ot the liia, which 
finally clofcd about fifteen vcrlls beyond the fiation w’C hud taken. 
This intelligence appeared to correfpond with what had been leen from 
the boats on the 24ih, which had given us reafon to believe, that beyond 
the extent of our excurfion on that day it w'as fcarcely navigable for 
boats. . We alfo underllood, that the river Turnagain terminated not far 
wdthin its entrance, where they had walked over a hill or mountain that 
(tccupicd the fpace of fifteen or lixteen verfts, and that they had there 
delcended into an arm of the fea that had communication wdth Prince 
William’s found; acrofs which dfthmus is- the route, by which they fiated 
that all their intcrcourfc bctw'ecn the Rulfian fettlements, in this and that 
c-sitenfive inlet, wxvs now carried on. One of thefe cftabliflnnents I under- 
flood was about eight miles to the fouth-eall of the call Foreland, where 
a Ruffian two-maflcd veffel w'a.s theii lying ; and that tliey had another 
near the north Foreland, from wdience tlie party had come ; and a third 
on the ifland of St, Hermogenes. In Prince William’s found I under- 
flood the Ruffians had an eflablifhment in port Etches, and another near 
Kayes ifland. Throughout the whole of this converfation, they feemed 
to ufe every endeavour to imprefs us with an idea, that the American 
continent and adjacent iflands, as far to the eaflward as the meridian of 
Kayes ifland,. belonged cxclufively to the Ruffian empire. 

, Wbilfl we were thus annoyed by the ice., and kept in a continued 
ftatc.of impatience and folicitude, the. weather, tliough cold, was de- 
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' liglitfully fercnt; and pleafant, and on the id of may we had the fatis- 

s — faftion of feeing a lefs quantity of ice brought up by the flood tid e-Anf^ 

ihuridayi.^ at low Water we had the good fortune to recover our anchor and cable. 

Friday 2, jj^^t day, however, we were again much inconvenienced by the 

ice, and in the hope of a clearer bottom,’ we fhified our llation’ a little 
to the fouth-eaflward, but by no means improved our condition; for at 
low water the cable was found to have hooked to a rock,, and whilft 
we were endeavouring to clear it, the fhip on fuddcnly fwinging in fhore 
grounded, and fo remained until fhe was floated off by the return of the 
flood tide. On, founding, much more water tlian the veflel drew wa.s 
found clofc around her ; and from hence it is reafonable to fuppofe, that 
the fliip had refted on one of thofe apparently moveable fabrics of rock 
before deferibed, which lie in great numbers over all the fliallow flats, ex- 
tending from thefe fhores as far down as the low water of the fpring 
<ides enabled us to difeern. 

At the flack of the flood tide, with a light breeze from the fouth, we 
weighed, flood more into mid-channel, and anchored in 12 fathoms, 
fandy bottom. The weather altered, and a material change took place 
Saturdays, the ncxt day. The fky was obfeured by thick raifty rain and fog, that 
Sunday 4. continued until the forenoon of funday, when the weather became again 
fair and pleafant, and we had the fatisfaft<ibn of feeing the furface of the 
water nearly free from ice, and of re-corfimencing our bufinefs with the 
. fhore. • 

In the evening wc had the happinefs of receiving Mr. Whidbey and 
his party on board, after having accomplifhed the fervice he had been 
fent to perform. 

His courfe had beeU direfled from the fhip’s flation along the larboard 
or eaflern fhore, to the fouth-wefl point of entrance into this branch, 
which, after His -Excellency the Ruflian ambaflador at the Britifh court, I 
call Point WoRONZow, fltuated in latitude 6o“8'c longitude 210® 36' ; 
and its north-eafl point of entrance lying from point Wpronzow n. 37 e. 
diftant two miles, I call Point Mackenzie, after the Righ| Honorable 
James Stuart Mackenzie. From- point Woronzow the eaflern fhore 
takes a direftion s. 19 w., for four miles, to a point which I call Point 

. Campbfli., 
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Campbell, and which, with point Poireflion, may be confidcrcd as the ’794‘ 
norlh-cafl: and fouth-weft points of Turnagain river. y — > 

Mr. Whidbey proceeded clofc. along that ntore, but 1.;' was fton inter- . 
rupted by a. fhoal that extends from it to the north-eall point of Turn- 
again ifland, and obliged us to pafs along the north fide of the illand., 
which in a dire6lion e.n.e. and s.w. is three miles and a half long 
and half a league broad. Near Its well; point a Ihoal ftretchcs about half 
a league in a north-weft direftion, from the weft point of the illand, 
w'here the latitude was obferved to be 6i®8'. Endeavours were made 
to get in with the larboard or north-caft ftiore without fticcefs, being 
again repulfed by the fhoals that extend from three to four miles from 
it. The examination was continued up this arm in 5, 6, and 7 fathoms 
water, favored by a ftrong flood tide, but fo frcfli a gale from the eaft- 
ward, that a very heavy and irregular fwell was produced, which in two 
inftances nearly filled the large cutter, broke off the head of the rudder, 
and required the utmoft efforts and exeriions of the party to preferve 
the boat from finking. The fhores in their vicinity were inacceflible, 
and, under circumftances fo difeouraging, they had no other probable 
means of bettering their condition, than by inclining as near to the ' 
fouthern ftiore as the fhoals that extended from it would permit ; this 
was efFe6led, and when the ralige of the arm was fhut in, the water be- 
came fmoothcr. About five* in the evening they reached a fmall iflet 
1-ying clofe to the fouthern fhorc, in a direftion, from the -weft point of 
Turnagain ifland, s. 45 e., diftant fourteen miles. The flood at this time 
being nearly. expended, and this feqining likely to prove an eligible red- 
ing place for the nigl;t, no time was loft in endeavouring to obtain fome 
relief from the uncomfortable fituation to Mdiich they had been reduced 
by the feas that had broken into the boat, and had wetted moft of 
their arms and apparel. Their repofe during tlie night was greatly 
difturbed*by large quantities of ice that were brought down by the ebb 
tide, and occafioned them great labour and difficulty to prevent the 
boats being broken adrift. 

• The ftrong eafterly gale continuing, and the tide being adverfe to 
their purfuit, the party was detained .until noon the next day on the 
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j^ 79 i' iflet, which licvS about a league to the fouth-wefl of what may be confi- 
— , t dered as the inner fouth-weft point of entrance into Turnagain ishsac, 
.whojc inner north-eaft point lies from it n. 42 at the diftance of 
three miles and three quarters. The latitude on the iflet was obfcrved to 
be 60" 57'f^ its longitude 210“ 43'; low water afforded a good opf>ortu-- 
nity for viewing the furrounding regiqn. The fhdres between the outer 
and inner points appeared to be from 3 to 4 leagues afunder; each fide 
formed a bay at high water, but the fhores of thefe bays could not be 
approached, on account of the lhallow flat that extends from the land 
on the northern fide from three to five miles, and from the oppofite 
fhore about half that diftance, between which is a channel about a league 
and a half wide, which is.alfo interrupted by a flioal that appeared in 
many places to be dry, and fituated about midway between the iflet and 
Turnagain ifland ; lying in a diretlion n. e. and s. w,, about a league 
and a half long, and half a league broad, leaving between its fouth point, 
and the flibals extending from the fouthern Ihore, a channel not more 
than half a league in width; . 

With the firft of the flood the party proceeded in foundings from 7 
to 11 fathoms, until they had pafled the inner points of entrance, when 
the depth of water fuddcnly dccreafed to 4 fathoms, and fhortly after to 
2 and 3 feet, even in raid-channel, from* whence the dirediion of tlie 
river extended about s. 70 e. ; this was purfued for about 4 leagues ‘from 
tlie place where the wa^pr had firll become flioal; the fliores were coi»- 
pa 61 ;, and the width w^as now contraClcd from a league to half that dif- 
tance. lylr, Whidbey fevcral times, crofled from fide to fide, wdthout 
finding more than tliirty feet water, nearly at the c,onclufion of the flood 
tide, and in a channel! not more than an hundred yards wide. From 
hence this arm, (for it w'as now proved to be no longer intitled to the 
name of a river) appeared ftill to extend in the above direftion for about 
y miles further, where in latitude 60° 54', longitude- 211® 30', it feemed 
finally to terminate in a circular manner, furrounded by high fteep bar- 
ren mountains, covered with perpetual fnow. This termination, though 
fcarccly admitting of a doubt, Mr. Whidbey was very anxious to 
afeertain more pofnively than by the diftant view' that had been afi 
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forded of it; but as they had now advanced as far up as a very rapid >794* 
tide Vr’.ould carry them, they could not attempt to contend with ■ - — > 
the ebb, which returns at the rate of five or fix miles an hour; and, the • 
fliores on either fide within their reach did not afford the leafl fhelter 
where they could have waited for the fucceeding flood, and have been 
protefted, during the ebb, from tliQ dangers to which they muftof necef- 
fity have been expofed, from the immenfe mafles of ice in all direftions, 

. fome lying aground, others floating, or rolling by the force of the ftream 
over the foft mud that compofes the bottom. For thefe reafons they 
were obliged to return with the ebb, and did not find any fhelter until 
they had arrived within a league of the iflet before mentioned, where 
about nine in the evening they reached a finall cove, that admitted of their 
boats being hauled up clear of the ice during the night. 

The country bordering upon the bays between the outer and inner 
points of Turnagain arm is low, well wooded, and rifes with a gradual 
afeent, until at the inner point of entrance, where the fliores fuddenly rife 
to lofty eminences in nearly perpendicular cliffs, and compofe flupendous 
mountains that are broken into chafms and deep gullies. Down thefe 
rufhed immenfe torrents of water, rendering the naked fides of thefe pre- 
cipices awfully grand ; on their tops grew a few flunted pine trees, but 
they were nearly deflitute of* every other vegetable produflion. The 
tide in this fituation rofe thirty feet perpendicularly, fo that at low water 
tins arm muft be dry or nearly fo ; and as Mr. Whidbey confidered it 
unfafe to be navigated, and imdeferving any further examination, he pro- 
ceeded in the morning of the goth in the execution of his further orders, 
towards point Pofleffion, which by our obfervations is fituated in latitude 
6«i‘’ 3', longitude 210’ 18'. The bottle left there by Captain King was 
fearched for without effeft ; and as the party proceeded to the fouth-wefl, 
they met the Ruffian boat on its way to the fhip ; but as they were bound 
in different direftiohs, the interview was fliort, and without acquiring 
any information ’in addition to that which had been already detailed. On 
the commencement of the flood the party was obliged to flop at a point 
. lying from point Poffeffion, s. 65 w., at the diftance of 7 miles. Here 
a diftant view Was obtained of the fliores before them. to. the fouth-weft. 
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J^ 794 - Tlie whole fpace, fo far as they were able to difeern any objcfls, was 

' ^ — ' incumbered with an immenfe number of conical rocks, detached Tfbm 

e&ch other on a bank of fand and fmali ftones, that extended a league 
and upwards from the fhore. Thefe rocks are of different eleyatiOns, 
and as few of them are of fufficient height to appear above the furface at 
high water, tlie navigating of this fliore with fuch rapid tides required to 
be undertaken w'ith the greateft caution. The ebb tide in the niglit be- 
ing ill calculated for this purpofe, their tents were pitched on the upper 
part of the beach, clear of the fnow, with which the ground was as yet 
in moft places covered. 

In the evening, on the difeharge of fome mulkets that had become 
damp, fifteen Indians came from the woods, and with great cheerfulnels 
and affability welcomed their new vifitors, by prefenting them with fome 
dried falraon ; which very friendly behaviour Mr. Whidbey amply ‘re- 
quited, and accompanied them to their habitations, which were about a 
mile from the boats, confifting of two huts that had been recently built, 
each containing a family of about fifteen perfons, of different ages and 
both fexes ; whofe behaviour was in every refpeft marked with the fame 
honefl and orderly decorum exhibited by thofe of their countrymen who 
had vifited the fliip. 

The next morning their furvey was continued through this rocky la- 
byrinth, extending along the fhore about 7 leagues, to a point lying* from 
• the eafl Fordand n. 35 e., diflant 2 leagues. The utmoft circumfpet.- 
tion was required to conduct the boats clear of thefe dangerous pyrami- 
dical rocks, rifing perpendicularly from a bafe at the depth of 4 to 9 
fathoms,' and perfeftly fleep on every fide within the diflance of a boat’s 
length. Had our boats grounded on any of them with the rapidity of the 
falling tide, nothing lefs than inftant deftruftion could have been expefled. 
This very extraordinary rugged region appeared to join the fouthern fide 
of the fhoal, on which the Refolution had grounded in the year 1778; 
and hence it muft be confidered as a moft fortunate circumftance, that 
neither Captain Cook nor oiirfelves had attempted to pafs, on the fouth 
fide of that fhoal. 


Between 
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ReiNvecn tlic point where this fitoal terminates and the eaft Foreland 
i^'a (hallow bay, with foundings of 7 and 8 fathoms, within a conve- 
nient diftance of the fliore, fheltered from the eall, fouth, and fouth-,we(l 
winds, and not much cxpofed to tho(e which blow from the (^ppofiie 
quarters. Mr. Whidbej ’s examination of this place, however, was not 
very minute, being anxious.to accprnphfh the more important objefls of 
his expedition. On reaching the eaft Foreland he obferved the lati- 
tude to be 60 “43', longitude 209® 19'. 'I'his comprehended the ex- 
tent of the furvey on the eaftern fhore. After crofting over to th<' 
weft Foreland, a diftance of eight miles and an half in a weft direction 
between ihcfe points, they hauled up their boats, to prevent liiou being 
injured by the ice, which defeended in vaft bodies down the river, and 
refted here for the night : where they were vilitcd by our Indian 
paffengers, wlio exprelfed ntuch pleafure on feeing them again, and 
prefonted them with the only eatables they had to offer, a few dried fai- 
mon. The next morning (may the 2d) the weather was hazy, a heavy 
('well rolled from the fouth, and broke with much violence on the (bore, 
along which they had continued their furvey to the north Forelattd. 
fituated in latitude 61“ 4', longitude 209*37'. The I'pacc between tins 
point and the weft Foreland forms a fpacious open bay. Sliallow ^wa- 
ter extends from the latter '*to within about 5 leagues of the formei' 
])oint, from whence a depth of 5 fathoms was found dole to the main 
l.tnd. Many of the natives were fecn about their habifalions as out- 
party palled along the bay; and, where they had occafion to land, foine 
<tf thefe go(xl people obferving ihcit the boats were prevented by the 
ftioals frotn reaching t^he fhore. they ruftied into the water, notwithftanding 
the weather was very cold and unpleafant, and offered the-ir friendly aftil- 
tance to land our gentlemen, by carrying them through the water: which 
acceptable fervlce they not only performed tvith the greateft care 
and attention, but Vnade their new vifitors fome trivial prclents; which 
were reeoinpenccd hv returns highly fatisfa6lory to them. The ebb tide 
having; commenced bv the time they had reached the north Foreland, 
our party flopped for the night clofe in the .vicinity of the Ruffian 
eliablifhment, ‘mentioned by thofe who* h.ad vifited tht' fhip in the 
‘Vor. lil.- R large 



122 


A VOYAGE OF DISCO V E R Y 

^79'1- large open boat, to which our gentlemen rcc<.‘i\ed a mod friendly invi- 
tation. 

"At this flation there \v’as onlv one large houfe, about fifty feet long, 
twenty-four wide, anti about ten feet high ; this was appropriated to 
the refidence of nineteen Ruffians, undt'r the dirertions of an elderly 
man, who con(lu6fcd our party into the houfe by a fmall door, that was 
its only entrance, and feated them at a table near the upper or further 
end of the habitation, where a repaft, confiding of dried fifh and cran- 
berries, was produced ; but the offenfive fined of the houfe prevented 
any relilh for thefe dainties, and on their hod perceiving a reluffance 
to partake of the refrelhments he had fet before them, he ordered the 
cranberries to be taken aw’^ay, and after they had been beaten up with 
fome train oil they were re-produced, with the hope of their being 
rendered in this date more palatable. Thefe hofpitable endeavours 
to entertain their vifitors proving unfuccefsful, and our gentlemen 
having facrificed as much to politenefs as their domachs would bear, 
felt great relief in once more breathing the pure though cold air, and 
returned to their tents ; where the badnefs of the weather detained 
them the following day, and afforded them an opportunity of repay- 
ing, the intended hofpitality of their Ruffian friends, who very heartily 
partook of fuch cheer as the party had to offer. 

By the aflifhincc df a very indifferent interpreter. Mr.Whidhey nn- 
■ tlerdood that the Rudians had been at this flation nearly four ^’eai's, 
yet there was not the lead, appearance of cultivation, altliough in the 
dimmer feafon the foil mod probably was cafiablc of producing many 
ufeful articles of food. This, however, feemed to be of little moment 
to the European refidents, as they appeared to he pcrf'cdly content to 
live after the manner of the native Indians of the country; partaking 
with equal rclifh'and appetite their grofs and naufeous food, adopting 
the fame fafhion, and ufing the fame materials foi* their apparel, and 
differing from them in their exterior appearance only *by the want of 
paint on their faces, and by their not wearing any of the 'Indian or- 
naments. So far as any conclufion could be drawn from this fhort in- 
terview, the Ruffians feemed to dive upon the mod iijt'imate terms of 
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iricndfhip with the Indiam ot all dclcriptions, who appeared lobe per- 

fcftly fatislied in being fubje6led to the Rulfian authority. *- — - - 

The weather proving more favorable, on the p,h the party again pr()-_ 
cecded early in the morning, and continued tlieir fuivey from the north 
Foreland along the wellern fhorc ; where, for the fpacc of about 2 
leagues to the north ot this point, tolerably good anchorage was fotmd, 
and commodious communication with the lliore, abounding with wood 
clofe to the water fide, and affording fevcral fl reams of excellent water. 

But this fpace was greatly expofed to the call and fouth-eatl winds, 
which are evidently the motl prevailing and violent in this country ; as 
Mr. Whidbey remarked, in every place where he had landid, that all 
the trees that had fallen were lying with their heads toward the weft and 
N.w., and that all the perennial vegetables alfo were lodged with their 
I6ps in the fame directions. From this extent the fhoals gradually 
flretchedto the ditlance of five miles from the Ihore, until they joined 
on to {K)int Mackenzie; the land between this point atid die north 
Foreland was compofed of a low and pcrfeClIy compaCl fhore, without 
the fmallell difccrniblc opening, fb near as the ftioals alhnved them to 
approach; and having now fully accomplifhed the ohjeCt of their cx- 
pcilition, they returned to the fhip. 

It now only remained to determine tlie extent of the place \\c were in; 
and notwithftaiuling that the low water at fpring tides had fufliciently 
4hcv/n that we were already advanced nearly to its iitmofl navigable 
boundary, yet fo extraordinary and unexpected a termination of this e.\- 
tcufivc inlet tlemandcd a more minute invelligalion. 

Whilll our wo(Hl,and-water were completing, which the ice had pre- 
vented our aceoinplifliing ; on tuelday morning, accompanied by Mr. Tutfday 6. 
Baker, Mr. Menzies, and feme other gentlemen, I de])artcd with the 
yawl and fmall cutter, provided with fupplies for four days. Our exa- 
mination ^vas directed along the weftern fhorc ; and we were not long in 
determining that, at a little diftance from tlie piace where wc liad for- 
merly fosi\ded, the fhoals, which were dry at low water, coniK ^ted the 
two-fliorcs together; and from an eminence that we afcc-iulcd, we faw the 
fpace beyoTK^ which at high tide be,comes an i xterTivc fhect of water, 
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> 794 * now occupied by numbcrlefs banks of fand one behind the other, with 
May* ^ ^ ^ 

iinall pools of water between them. Notwithllanding thefe indications 
.that, any further examination was unneceffary, I refolved to continue 
our refearches as far as it might be found navigable for the boats ; and 
for that purpofe we kept on the weflern fhore, although we could not 
approach very near it, on account of ,thc flioals that extended from it, 
on which were lodged a yery large quantity of ice. 'I'he depth of water 
was generally i , 2, and 3 fathoms, very irregular, and now and then ^ 
fathoms at about half flood. 

As we advanced to the north-eaft, the weflern fhore gradually inclined 
towards the eaftfrn flrore, until they were not more than half a mije 
afunder, forming ftill a fmall continuation of the branch, in which we 
found from 8 to 12 feet water, nearly at hi,gh tide; this we followed 
about 2 miles, when our curiofity became fatisfied by feeing its eaftem 
banks unite with thofe on the weflern fide, and terminate in a circular 
form, the moft diflant part being about half a league from us, in which 
fpace was fome banks of dry fand. 

The ftiores we had paffed were campafl ; two or three fmall flreams ol 
frefh water flowed into the branch between low fleep banks ; above thefe 
the furface was nearly flat, and formed a fort of plain, on which there 
was no fnow, and but very few trees. Th'i> plain flrctched to the foot 
of a connefled body of mountains, w'hich, excepting between the well 
and north- weft, were not very remote; and even in that quarter the 
country might be confidered as modotately elevated, bounded by dif- 
tant ftupe.ndous mountains covered with fnow, and apparently de- 
tached from each other ; though pollibly they jiiigJit be conne6Icd by 
land of infufficient height to intercept our liorizon. This we had found 
to be the cafe with the connected ridges on the coaft of North Weft 
America, whofe lofty fummits formed in many inftanccs the bafes only 
of the ftill more ftupendous detached mountains. 'To the noriliward 
round by the eaft, and towards the Ibuth-eall, the nearer mountains, 
though of a height inferior to thofe in the oppofite region, were capped 
with fnow, and appeared to form an uninterrupted barrier; the defeend-- < 
ing plains from which feemed,' by their apparent uniflpnity, to indi- 
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cate no probability of their being any where interft“6lcd by water. That 
which flowed between the banks of the river flill retained a very confi- ■ - - 

derable degree of faltnefs, and clearly proved, that neither by falls, 'flats,' 
marfties, or fens, any large body of frefli water found its way to the 
ocean by this communication, and that confequcntly, according to the 
general acceptation of geographical terms, this can be no longer confi* 
dcred as a river ; I fhall therefore diftinguilh it henceforth as an inlet. 

Thus terminated this very cxtenfive opening on the coafl of North 
Well America, to which, had the great and firfl difeoverer of it, whofe 
name it bears, dedicated one day more to its further examination, he 
would have fpared the theoretical navigators, who have folhnvcd him in 
their clofets, the tafle of ingenioufly aferibing to this arm of ilic ocean a 
channel, through which a north-well paflage exifling according to their 
do6lrines, might ultimately be difeovered. 

Whim we were engaged in making the necelfary obfervations for al- 
certaining the final termination of Cook’s inlkt, the northern extent 
of which was found to be in latitude 61“ 29', longitude 211“ 17', we 
were attended by a party of the nati\cs, who condu6lcd tliemfelves in 
the fame orderly manner as thofe we had before feen ; they invited us 
vnth great earnellnefs to their habitation, which was found on tlic plain 
about a mile from the watelOide; it conlifled of a houfe fimilar to thofe 
we had feen on the 2.4th of april, and, like them, appeared to have been 
fonllrufled by the Rullians; but as it was greatly out of repair, we 
fuppofed it was now only appropriated as a temporary refling place for 
travellers. ‘ Our vifit, 1 believe, wats very acceptable, if a judgment might 
be formed bv our reception and the cheerful and affable beha\ iour of the 
whole party, who, on finding that our intentions were to depart, folicited 
us to prolong our flay ; and, as an inducement for doing fo, gave us to 
underllqnd, that our friendly young chief Chatidoultz was at no great 
dillance, and would foon arrive at their dwelling. But our curiofity being 
fati,sfied, and having no bufinefs to detain us longer, we took our leave, 
and dire6fcd our way back to the Ihip with the firll of the ebb tide ; and 
foun’d but juft fuflicient depth of tvater for the boats over the ihallow flat 
we- had tp paish extending about 5 leagues. About four o’clock in the 
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afternoon we arrived on board, where every thing was in readinefs to 
return down the inlet the next morning. 

Ahhough, by the information we had thus acquired, the profpctl of 
concluding our furvey of the coaft. during the prefent feafon was greatly 
improved, yet it was not poflible to avoid a certain degree of mortifica- 
tion from the rcfle6lion, that our opinions refpefting the extent to which 
llicfe waters were likely to lead, had been fo extremely erroneous. This 
c\ idcntly proved the fallacy of analogous reafoning, which the human 
mind is too apt to render fubfervient to fome favorite hypothefis, and 
too frequently to adopt, even under the appearance of manifeft contra- 
diefions. 

In the evening two guns were heard in the offing, and on wednefday 
morning a brig was feen at anchor before the entrance into this place, 
which proved to be the Chatham. Mr. Baker was immediately fent to 
advife the commanding officer that we ffiould return by the earliefl 
opportunity. 

About noon Mr, Puget came on board, from whom I learned, that 
on the evening of our feparation he had carried a prefs of fail in or- 
der to keep up with us, which, together with a very heav)', irregular 
fea, .occafioned the yeffel to labour extremely, and yet flie made fo lit- 
tle progrefs, that their diflance from us was gradually increafed until 
the Difeovery was no longer viftble. The next morning (march ib'th) 
upwards of four h et water was found in the Chatham’s hold ; this in & 
groat mcafurc accounted for the preffure and unealinefs under which 
the velfel had laboured the precc-ding evening. To dilengage themfelves 
from this inconvenience both pumps were employed until eight o’clock. 
Mr. Puget Hated likewife-, that during their paffage from the Sandwich 
iflands the Chatham had proved rather crank, and that her upper works 
had been found very leaky. 

Agreealdy to the appointed rendezvous, Mr. Plight had commenced 
and continued Ins examination of the wellern fide of this’inlet from cape 
Douglas to Qur prefent flatiou ; it was found to be a cotnpa6l fhore, 
without any collateral branches, or navigable openings ; but as -fonle 
further obfervations were neceffary for adjufling our Airvey of that 
coafl, which in all jirobability would be procured in oi^paffagc down 

the 
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tlie inlet, the delivery of liis documents was poRponed until we Riould jvl*'** 
arrive in port Chalmers ; ncverilu lefs, as the principal occurrences ap- 
])crt.ain to his I'clcarchos in this inlet, I (hall here inferi the partictililrs’ 
of the information fo acquired. 

lew circumftanccs, worthy of remark feenied to have taken j)lace dur- 
ing the Chatham’s pallage to the coaR of America, which was feen at day- 
light on the loth of april; and at noon, in latitude 56" 56', cape Greville 
bore by coinpafs n. 50 •/., and the fouthernmoll land in fight s. 74 w. 

Her courfe was now dirctled at the difiance of 7 to 1/5 leagues from the 
land, which, by the 12th at noon, brought them to the latitude of 58" 

22', cape..St. Hermogencs by compafs bearing s. 55 \v., and ilie coaR in 
fight from s. 85 w. to s.35 w. Favored %vith a freRi bret ze from tlie 
s.s.E. they fleered towards cape Douglas, between the baricn ifles and 
point Banks, for the purpofe of acquiring fomc information refpeding 
Smoky bay. Between cape St. Hermogenes and ptfint Banks many de- 
tached rocks were feen, lying at fome diRance from the main land, but 
the fhores in their immtxliate neighbourhood appeared to be bold, and 
free from any vifible danger. The vS.e. wind increafed in the evening, 
attended with fome fnow. In palfing point Banks they were vifited by two 
Ruffians, vdio, by the help of an indifi'erent interpreter, informed them 
that no veffel liad gone uji^the inlet this feafon; and from hence they 
concluded that they fhould precede the Difeovery in its examination. By 
fhe moR. intelligent of the two, whofe name was George PortoR, tliey 
were alio informed, that to the fouth-eall of point Banks they had paR'ed 
a very fine fiarbour, where the Rulfians had an cRablilhrnent, <imd where 
u floop, mounting eight carriage guns was than lyittg- under tlie com- 
mand of Alexander Bcrrenolf ; which gentleman he laid would be happy 
to vifit the Chatham in the morning, could he he informed wiu'ie fhc 
was likely to be found ; hut this was fo intircly dependant upon circum- 
ftances that no appbintment could poRibly be made. PortoR Rated, that 
this cRabliRimt'nt confiRed of forty Rulfians, that they had anoilier of 
equal confttjuctice in Prince William’s found, and fome fmaller ones up the 
inlet.' Mr. Puget endeavoured to procure fomc iulormation relative to 
Mr. Billings’s t^yage of difeovery, uiKlet* the Ruflian authority, in thele 
• ' — ■ regions, 
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1- regions, and alfo concerning the navigable extent of thq inlet; but all his 
inquiries proved unfuccefsful, as the Ruffians either could not, or would 
*nm, 'comprehend any of thole quelllons. On their departure they very 
obligingly took charge of a letter which Mr. Puget ha<l addrclTed to me, 
communicating the information of the Chatham’s .arrival, and the plan 
of operations he intended to purfuc. • 

'I'lie wind, which had veered in the night to the n.e., fell calm 
carh' in the morning of the 13th, and was attended by a very heavy fall of 
I'now ; which continued, notwith Handing a fine breeze fprang up about 
noon from the N.w., with which their courfe was ftill diretled towards 
the wcllcrn fliorc, in the hope, that fbmc interval of clear weather woidd 
enable them to find flielter, in the vicinity of the place where their fur- 
vey was intended to commence. But as a flrong ebb tide fat out from 
that ffiore, and as the wind had ffiifted more to the weflward, with an 
ajjpea ranee of very unfettled weather, Mr. Puget was induced to Hand 
over towards cape Elizabeth ; as the ffiores there were known to afford 
both flteltcr and anchorage, to which it was highly important to reforr, 
until the feafon fliould be more propitious to the arduous talk of dif- 
covery. 

The obfcurily produced by the falling fnow, rendered their fituation 
very irkfome and unpleafant as they apjii'oachcd the eaflern fide of 
the inlet, efpecially as at this time they were threatened with a florin. 
i\t length they difeovered that they had entered a bay to the north of 
cape Elizabeth, with the appearance of a harbour to the eaft, and a 
cove bofoVc them on the northern fide, that promifed to afford fecure 
anchorage. For ibis th(^ immediately fleered,’ and paffed fbme funken 
rocks that lie about a quarter of a mile from the fhore. Here they felt 
the influence of a very llrong flood tide from the eaflward, through the 
channel formed by. the iflands lying off that fhore, which, having met 
with fomc oppriling current, appeared like breaker.^, extending nearly 
half way acrols thf' entrance into the cove ; and although the depth was 
not lefs than^4 fathoms, yet fo violent was the agitation, that the cabin 
windows were obliged to be fecured by the dead lights. The cove having 
the ap]iearance of being an eligible refting place uiytil the weather 
2 . fhould 
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{hould permit them to become better acquainted with the adjacent *704- 
fhores, they worked in, and anchored in 5 fathoms water, fandy bottoin...^ — 

*I he fouth-weft point of the cove, in a line with cape Elizabeth, bore hy 
compafs s. 5 w. ; a narrow channel leading to fca between the iflands and 
tlie main land, s. 48 je. ; the bottom of the cove, n. 67 w. ; and the near- 
eft fhore s. 57 w., a quarter of a* mile diftant. 

The very menacing appearance of the weather in the afternoon, di- 
rected them to lofe no time in fearching for a place of greater fafety ; and 
about four o’clock a boat, that had been fent on this fervice to the north- 
caftward, returned witli the very pleafant intelligence, that at not more 
than half a league from the cove there was a harbour, affording every 
flielter and protection that could be required. During the abfence of 
the boat the gale, as well as the fall of fnow, had greatly increafed, and 
both were ftill increafing; the wind however was favorable to their pro- 
ceeding to this retreat, at which they foon arrived. It proved to be a 
perfeCI bafon, and they anchored in it at a convenient diftance from the 
fouthern fhore. To having thus providentially gained this protected 
lituation, they probably owed their prefervation ; for during the night 
they had a very heavy fall of fnow, attended by a moft violent ftorm 
from the fouthward, and an intenfe froll, the thermometer being at 20. 

To the fury of this ftorm ‘^iey would have been very dangeroufly ex- 
pofe’d at their former anchorage, for notwithftanding that tlte very fnug 
fhition they had now taken was not more than three hundred yards from 
the weather fliorc ; yet fo violent was the gale, that they were obliged to 
let go a fccond anchor to prevent the vellel from driving. 

The wind in the irforning had much abated of its fury, hut the fall of 
fnow and the feverity of the froft ftill continued. This inclemency of 
the weather did not prevent the vifits of the natives. About twenty-fix 
of thefe good people, in fmall fkin canoes, approached the Chatham with 
forae little caution. ’ All the party, excepting one canoe, flopped at the 
entrance of the’harbour until this one had reconnoitred, who meeting 
with an agroeable reception, the appointed fignal was made, and the 
, others without further hefitation inftantly. repaired alongfide, and w’ere 
admitted on bodrd. ’ r 
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^794. Their cotidufl was exaftly fimilar to that of theif ittofe northern neigh- 
— V- . hours who had vifited the Difcovery, all their aftionS were dire6led by 

the ftrifteft honefly ; the moft implicit confidence was rcpofed in all their 
dealings, and in no one inllance did they abufe the indulgencq» that 
were Ihewn to them. They were very eager, expert, and Clever in all 
their commercial dealings. They bartered away their garments wea- 
pons, fifliing-tackle, and ornaments in great variety, but neither offered, 
nor appeared to have any furs for fale. Their various articles of drefs, 
&c. were exchanged principally for fpoons dnd beads, as thefc people 
placed but little value on iron or copper. Many of them fpoke the Ruf- 
fian language, and from what could be inferred from their converlation 
and figns, it fliould appear that they are much attached to the people of 
that nation. 

. The wind at n. w. bringing more favorable weather in the evening, 
the Chatham proceeded about half a league along the fouthern fhore, iit 
order to take a ftation near an excellent run of water, and which in other 
re(|)e£ls was more commodious for tranfafting their bufmefs with the 
fliore. When moored the watering place bore by compafs s. 17 e., at tlte 
diftanceof a cable and a half; the points of entrance into the harbour, 
s. 8i w., arid n. 70 w.; fome detached rocks above water, from n. 66 e. 
to N. 77 E, ; the oppofite fide of the harbour'being about a mile diftant. 

Owing to the extreme inclemency of the weather, their operations of 
refitting were greatly retarded; ftorms fiicceeded ilorms, blowing from 
all quarters with great violence, and attended with very heavy falls of 
fnow. In one of thefe, on the 19th, "the mercury in the thermometer fell 
to I5, which was the greateft degree of cold they experienced. 

The wind between eaft and s. e. blew on the 22d with more than its 
former fury, and during the night obliged them to ride with two anchors 
a-head until the next morning ; when, after fome very heavy rain, the wind 
moderated, the clouds difperfed, and by noon the weather had become 
ferene and pleafant, the mercury having riferi to 42. This favorable 
change enabled them to accomplifh all their neceffary bufirtefs with the 
fliore, and on the following mprning they failed out of the harbour, for 
the purpofc of proceeding towards cape Douglas; but calm weather 

about 



about noon obliged thorn to anchor in the cove before mentioned, im* 
mediately on the outfide of the harbour, where a finglc Ruffian took up 
his refidence amongft a fmall party of the natives. This man, with 'an^ 
other of the name of Mallacha, who faid he commanded a Hoop mount- 
ing eight guns, had,, during the boifterous weather, vifited the Chatham. 
On much anxiety being at that time exprelfed to procure foine tidings of 
the Difeovery, and as fome intelligence fecnied likely to be gained by 
fending over to cape Douglas, Mallacha took charge of a letter from 
Mr. Puget, which he promifed ffiould be fafely delivered, and an anfwcr 
returned in cafe the Difeovery had arrived in the inlet. Mr. Puget pre- 
fented him with an alfortment of ufeful commodities, and added to thefc 
fome provifions and rum. This tranfaflion look place on the 23d, and 
he promifed to be back, or to meet the Chatham on her way towards 
cape Douglas, in the courfe of a few days ; but on their arrival in this 
cove, they were greatly furprized by receiving a vifit from the rclident 
RuHian in a Hate of intoxication, who delivered a requefl; from Mallaclta 
for an additional fupply of rum, and who, from this man’s account, ap- 
peared to have been in this cove ever ft nee he had quitted the Chatham, 
.and in a conftant flate of inebriety. Mr. Puget, jullly incenfed at.Mallacha’s 
unpardonable condud, refufed his requefl; and confittered the following 
information given by the^hcr as deferving of little credit. He flated, 
that about twelve or fourteen days before fome Indians hadjeen a tliree- 
mafled vefTcl pafs to the north of the barren iflands on her way up the 
inlet, and that an Englifli velTcl had anchored off the Kodiak for about 
four hours,’ and then was driven to'fca by a foutli-eall gale, and had been 
no more fecn. 

On this occafion 1 cannot help obferving, tliat tlie diferediting of tlicle 
reports was probably more owing to incorrcfl intcrjjrctors ilian any inten- 
tion on. the part of the Ruffians to deceive, and it fliews the great uncer- 
tainty of any information obtained, when a competent knowledge of the 
•language made ufe of is not mutually polfefTed by the parties converling. 

This cannofprobably be more fully exemplified tlianin the prefent in fiance, 

in wliich it is fair to prefume, that the intelligence conveyed was founded 
o;i fa6ls ;• for the Dil'covery had unqu^flionably palfcd to the nortli of the 
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barren iflands, and had dirc6led her courfe up the inlet about the time 
alluded to : we had likewifc been becalmed on the evening of tlie 5th of 
’ april, with mofl of our fails clewed up, within four or five miles of the 
caftern court of Kodiak, where we remained ftationary in good fouitdings 
nearly four hours, anrl might eafily have been confidered at anchor ; 
fi om whence, with the M’ind in the eafiern quarter, we w^ere driven to 
fea, and contended with much boifierous weather. The Indians alfo, 
wlio vifitc d the Difeovery whilrt becalmed, clearly underrtood fhe was an 
Knglilh vcffcl ; thus the reports made to Mr. Puget feeni to have cor- 
refponded with our motions, and admit a prefurnption, that a judgment 
rather too hartv was formed of the veracity of theft' Rurtians. 

But to refume Mr. Puget’s narrative, it ap]K*arcd that on fhore, intlie 
cove near tltc Indian village, a crofs was cretlcd, on which were feveral 
inferiptions in the Ruffian cliaraftcr. 

A ftrong gale from the s.k., attended with very thick mifty weather, 
continued, and detained the Chatham until the evening of the 28th, 
when the wind becoming lefs violent, preparations were made for failing 
the next morning. About midnight, a party, in a dozen canoes, arrived, 
condufted by Portoff the Ruffian, who had vifited them when off point 
Banks, and prefented them with a fupply of. cod and halibut, being the 
firrt they had caught this feafon. Portoff wils queffioned concerning the 
letter intrafixTd to his care off point Banks, by Mr. Puget ; in reply to 
which he/rtaied, that it had been lent to a Ihip they had received intelli- 
gence of being in the inlet, but the Indians who had been difpntchcd 
after her 'had reitirned nnfucccfsfu!,' without obtaining any certain, in- 
formation where tite \'cflcl wa.s to be found. 

In the low groumls. at the head of the cove, tlie officers of the Chat- 
ham had been fo fortunate a.s to kill foine wildgeefc and ducks. Tlic 
weather, on the 29th, being fair, with a jjleafant breeze from the north- 
ward, they finally quitted tliis place, whicii obtained the name of Port 
Chatham ; it is fituated behind the ifland wliich forms cape Elizabeth, 
and from that promontory extends to a point in a dire6ti'on n. 45 e., 
five miles and an half, and from thence it terminates in an excellent 
harbour, about two milc.s long from wcfl to eaff, and. one mile broad 

from 
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from north to fouth, affording fecurc and convenient anchorage. The 
paffage into it paffmg to the north-weft of cape Elizabeth, is free I'roni — ' 

all obllruCtions, but fuch as are fuflicientJy eonfpicuous, or eafily avoid- 
ed; thefe confift principally of fhoals, that extend a little dii'hmcc from 
each point of the cove, and an iflet, about which are forne rocks that 
lie to the fouth-weft of the fouth-eaft point of entrance into the harbour, 

A narrow channel exifls betwcc ri the rocks and the main land, from 7 
to 1 2 fathoms deep. The foundings m general in port Chatham are to- 
lerably regular from 5 to 25 fathoms, the bottom a ftiff clay, the Ihorcs 
in rnoft places are a low border, very well wooded with pine trees and Ibine 
fhrnbs. I'his border occupies a final! fpacc between the watcr-fide and 
tlie foot of the mountains that compofe the neighbouring ccrantry, up 
wjilch, to a certain height, trees and other vegetables were produced ; 
but tlieir more elevated parts appeared to be barren, and ilieir fu:n- 
mits were covered with fnow, in all probability perpetual. The Chat- 
ham’s anchorage, off the run of v,'ater, was found to be in latitude ■yjf 
14', longitude 209" 4', variation 24° eafterly. The rife and fall of die 
tide, near the change of the moon, was 14, but during the neap tides 
not more than 10 or 11 feet. Eligb water about an hour after the 
moon had paffed the meridian; but this and other circumftanccs relative 
to the tides were found to b^ greatly influenced by the force and ^lirec- 
tion of the winds. 'I'he fmiation of the harbour, in rcfpcH of its vicinity 
to the ocean, its free acccTs, egrefs, and very convenient communication 
with the Ihore, are conftdered by Mr. Puget to be at leall equal, if 
not fuperior, to the generality of the ports that we had vifited in thefe 
regions. 

After quitting port Chatham, owing to faint variable winds it was 
near noon on tlie goth before they had reached \vitliin a few miles of 
cape Douglas, whfre the coaft’ is compofed of a low traH of country, 
ftrc.tchin*’- into tlie fea from the bafe of very lofty mountains wrapped 
in fnow, which alfo co\ crcd the furface of the land quite down to the 
water’s edge. This was likewife the cafe with that which appeared to 
be the extremity of the cape, fituatcdjn latitude 58'' 5:2', longitude 
207" 21': -oft which, a few miles to tlie northward, lies a very low flat 

illand 
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if] and ; and to the northward of the mountains, that form the prbmon 

< — ,,, > tory of caj)e Douglas is a lofty rugged ridge, that at a dlftance feemed 

to be detached, and to give an appearance of many openings in the coaft.; 
but on a nearer approach it was found to be firmly connefted by land 
lefs elevated, and forming a deep bay between the cape and the lower 
borders of mount St. Auguftin. This became the firft objefl of their 
examination. 

Light baffling winds rendering the progrefs of the veflel extremely 
flow, a boat was difpatchcd to facilitate the operations of their furvey. 
By noon the weather had materially changed ; a fwell rolled in from the 
eaftward, and as this was attended by other indications of a return of the 
fouth-eaft and eafterly (forms, the boat was recalled, and the Chatham 
flood to the northward, in the hope of finding fome place of fhclter ; 
but the wind being unfteady, and the tide felting fall towards the low 
fhores of cape Douglas, they anchored in 21 fathoms water, foft bottom. 
Mount St. Auguftin bore by compafs N. 24 w. ; an appearance like a 
harbour, s, 83 w.; the above low flat ifland from s. 39 e . to s. 77 1;., 
diftant about a mile ; and a ledge of rocks ftretching from its north-eaft 
point, N. 82 F.. At low water the extent of this reef was very materially 
incrcafcd. A very uncomfortable night was pafled in this expofed fitu- 
ation, which however they had no meafis of quitting, becaufe it fell 
calm, and*tontinued fo moll part of the night; yet the atmofphere bore 
a very tempeftuous appearance, and they had a very heavy and irregular 
fwell from the eaftward, which with the ebb tide detained them at anchor 
until ten in the forenoon of the ift of may. In the a6l of weighing the 
cable parted, by which unfortunate accident the anchor was irrecover- 
ably loft. 

With a gentle breeze from the n. e. they ftood to the weftward in 
order to examine the bay, and found the depth of wpter to decreafe from 
17 to 9 fathoms. At this time a long reef was difeovered, on which the 
fea broke with great violence, extending from a low rocky iflet lying 
before the apparent harbour above-mentioned. The fhores of the bay 
in moft directions feemed to be compaCt, but encumbered with large 
rocks and (tones; this appearance induced Mr. Puget to retire from fuch 
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dangers, and to direft his courfe to the northward For mount St. Au- 
guftin. The depth of water was lo, ii, and 12 fathoms, on paifing at u 
the diftance of about 4 leagues from the bottom of the bay, wliich is • . 
formed by an extcnfivc low country, lying between the bafe of the rug- 
ged range of mountains before mentioned, and the water fide. The 
termination of this bay not appej^ring to have tlie leaft navigable open- 
ing in it, a more minute examination was deemed unncceffary. 

As they approached mount St. Auguftin it was found to conftiiutc a 
very remarkable ifland, rifing with a uniform afeent from the Ihores to 
its lofty fummit, which is nearly perpendicular to the center of the ifland, 
inclining fomewhat to its eaftern fide. The width of the pafi’age bf*tween 
it and the main land is about fix miles, through which they failed within 
about half a league of the weftern fliore of the ifland in 7, 5, and 9 fa- 
tKoms water, and after palling its wellern extremity, anchored on tlie 
north fide in j 2 fathoms water, muddy bottom ; the fiiores of th.c iflarfd 
bearing by com pa fs from n. 65 12. to s. 4W., the ncarcll fliore s. loi:., 
about two miles diRant, and its moR elevated part fituated in latitude 
59® 22', longitude 207” 10', s. 73 e. This ifland is Rated by Mr. Puget 
to be about 9 leagues in circuit; towards the fea-fide it is very low, from 
whence it rifes, though regular, with rather a Reep afeent, and forms 
a lofty, uniform, conical mpuntain, prefenting nearly die 1^/ appear- 
ance from every point of view, and clothed down to thc^aiq^ -edg€'- 
vfiih fnow and ice, through which neither tree nor Ihrub were feen to 
protrude ; fo that if it did produce any, they muR -either have been very 
fmall, or the fnow muR have been fulficlcntly deep to have, concealed 
them. The landing.upcm this ifland was t-ffeded with Ionic difficulty on 
the ebbing tide, in confequence of the (horc being bounded at the diRance 
of a quarter of a mile by innumerable large detached rocks, through 
which a paffiige was found with much labour for the boat. Fragments 
of rock fimilar to tbofc which have been already deferibed, appeared to 
lie oft' moft parts of the ifland, but no where at fo great a diRance as 
from its northern fhorc. 

• lit the evening Mr. Puget Rates that they were vifited by two Ruffians, 
accompanied by a fmall party of the natives, whofe refidence was toward 
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j^794« tlve north-eaft point of the ifland; their vifit was not of a very intercft- 
ing nature, as they brought with them nothing to difpofe of, nor could 
^thc.y give any account wiieiher any veifel had pafled up the inlet in the 
courfe of the feafon. On this fubjeft the gentlemen in the Chatham be- 
gan to be very anxious, but as they entertained not the lead doubt that 
they had preceded the Difcovery in their furvey, a letter communicating 
fuch intelligence was entrufted to their Ruffian vifitors. 

Early in the morning of the 3d of may they proceeded to the north- 
ward with a light air from the s. s.w., attended with fair and pleafant 
weather ; and as tliey advanced along the weflern fhore of the inlet, it 
was obferved to be indented and broken into coves and fmall bays, that 
appeared likely to afford convenient anchorage. The points of thefe 
bays were in general deep and rocky, behind which rofe a compaft moun- 
uiinous country to a confiderable height, being a continuation of tlie 
range extending from cape Douglas, clad in perpetual fnow^; and feem- 
ingly deditute of any vegetable produftions except on a narrow flat 
margin comntencing at the foot of thofc mountains, and forming the fea 
fiiore, which was tolerably well vooded. At noon their obferved latitude 
was 59“ 31'; the northernmod land then in fight, a low point covered 
with trees^ bore by compafs N. 25£.; cape Elizabeth, n. 8ie.; the 
ifland dfv. St. Augudin, from s. 40E. to fopth, didant 3 leagues; the 
pc ai ed fhore'^didant three miles ; and to the north-wed there were three 
iflets, behiiMi which was the appearance of anchorage and fhelter. The 
foutherly breeze increafing in the afternoon enabled them to make great 
progrefs, cthferving as they pafled a fe.w fmall bays or coves on the com- 
paft wedern fliorc. In the evening they were met ,by one hundred and 
fifty fkin canoes, which were edimated to contain about three hundred 
of the natives ; fome carried three perfons, others two, and a few only 
one perfbn. They, fpoke the Rulfian language, pulled off their hats or 
caps, and bowed as they pafled; fevcral attempted to reach the veflel, 
but were prevented by the favorable breeze, which was too valuable at 
this time to be facrificed to the curiofity of the Indians. Tfie Chatham 
continued her route along the fhores, fimilar to thofe already deferibed, 
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unt il ten o’clock, when file hauled her wind, and plied under an eafy fail »794* 
during the night. . , . » 

At this time they had reached that part of the weltcrn fliore which 
had undergone our previous examination. By Mr. Puget’s journal it 
appears, that a compa’dl, connefted body of very high mountainous land 
binds the weflern fliore of this inlet, at no great diftance from the water 
fide, all the way from cape Douglas to the volcano; Irom whence the 
fame lofty range continues until it branches oft' to the north-weft, towards 
thofe mountains that, from the upper part of die inlet, bore the appear- 
ance ol being detached. The found, whole waters appeared lo us on 
the 15th of april to walh the bafe of the volcano mountain, was ap- 
proached by them much nearer than by us, and is deferibed by Mr. 

Puigct as having been feen quite round ; in its fouth-weft part is a fmall 
opening formed by two low poijnts covered with wood ; the entrance i.'? 
very narrow, and at low water a flat, interfperfed with large detached 
Hones, appeared to extend from the commencement of that low land to 
its termination, including the pafliige into the opening or rivulet. Under 
thele circumftanccs it was confidercdas unwortliy of any further examina- 
tion, and with the afllflancc of the flood tide their route was purfued to the 
northwaril, between the low^fland and the main land, in4pundij^s from 
to 13 fathoms ; keeping near the former, in the expe6fatldi^QfJeeing> 
fotneof the Rnflians from the eftablifliment that Malacha had f^atedto be 
oh the ifland. This w'as palTed within about half a league of its weftern fide, 
and a fignal gun was fired, but to no efteft. About eight o’elock they 
anchored for the night iij 12 fathoms water, coarfe gravelly bottom. 

The north-weft point of the ifland bore by compafs N.331'.., diftaiu 4 
miles, and the fouth point S. 30 vv., diftant 3 leagues. Early in the 
morning of the 5th of may they proceeded towards the weft Foreland, 
with foundings from, 13 to 25 fathoms, until within about -pL miles of 
the ftiores of thp main land, north of the ifland, when the depth de- 
crealed, and as the flood tide was then over, they anchored in 10 fathoms 
water, rocky loottom. The weft Foreland bore by compafs n. 42 f.., 4 
or 5 miles diftant; the north- weft point of the ifland, s. 34 e.; the bot- 
tom of very open bay, formed by the land retiring a little to the well- 
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*J94' ward of the weft Foreland, n, 17 w, ; at low water the ftioal noticed by 
« » MeflTrs, Portlock and Dixon was diftin6lly feen from the maft-head, from 

s. 80 E. to s. 74 E. ; and a detached rock lying off the north-eaft point of 
the ifland, s. 45 e. 

Mr. Puget reprefents the country from the above fuppofcd found as 
defcending from the bafe of tlie mountains, and gradually forming an 
inclined plane, terminating at the water fide in a compa6l beach, or 
low cliffs well wooded; the mountains rife very perpendicularly, and, 
like the others that incompafs this region, are lofty, apparently barren, 
and always covered with fnow ; from the fhores of this open bay a fhoal 
extends fome diftance into the inlet. Whilft they were waiting for the 
return of flood, fome of the natives gave them to undcrftand, that a 
thrce-mafted veffcl had paffed up the inlet not many days before, and 
to confirm the truth of their report, produced tlie beads and other ar- 
ticles they had procured from the fhip, which they defcribed to be at 
anchor at no great diftance. 

Notwithftanding the behaviour of thefe people was as orderly and civil 
as can poflibly be imagined, nothing could prevail with them to carry a 
letter to the veffel they fpoke of; not from the labour or danger that 
migh^i!^^tend their expedition, but from an obie6lion that they had to the 
.jAtt.er^tleliiP,"^'hich they could not be induced even to touch. A fimilar 
inftancc of this nature occurred to Mr. Whidbey, who wifhed to intruft 
to the care of our Indian paffengers a letter to be delivered to the Chatham 
on her arrival in their neighbourhood, but they alfo declined having any 
thing to do with it. This cautious conduft proceeds, in all probability, 
from their being inftruiled to behave in this manner towards ftiangers by 
their Ruffian m afters, who feemed on all occafions to poffefs great influ- 
ence and authority over them. 

On the firft of the flood tide the Chatham failed round the weft Fore- 
land, at the diftance of about a mile from the fhore, with foundings from 7 
to 1 2 fathoms. A rock was obferved that is vifible only at half tide, about 
the fourth of a mile from the extremity of the point, from whence they 
were vifited by two Indians, , who confirmed the intelligence relpefting 
the Difeovery, and put the matter beyond all doubt, by diftinftly pro- 
nouncing 
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nouncing my name, and pointing out the direflion where the vefTel «794- 
\\rould be found. Mr. Puget immediately fo dire6led his courfe, and we , t _ "A' ^ 
had the pleafure of meeting as already related. 

Every thing being in readinefs to depart from a fituatioii that had pro- 
duced us fuch a continual anxiety, and had in other refpefls been ex- 
tremely uncomfortable, we weighed with the firft of the ebb about one 
o’clock on wednefday afternoon, and with a light breeze from the fouth- Wcduei. 7.- 
ward turned down the channel to the Chatham, and anchored for the 
night off the north-weft point of Turnagain ifland in 15 fathoms water, 
having found the foundings, as on our paftage up the inlet, very ir- 
regular. Here wc were vifitcd by two Rulhans, who came in a large 
canoe or boat paddled by ten Indians; one of the Ruffians was the prin- 
cipal perfon of the party with whom Mr. Whidbey had met near the 
north Foreland, the other a clerk, or perfon of fome fuch defeription. 
belonging to the eftablifhment on the eaftern fhore to the fouthward of the 
eaft Foreland; their errand was intended as a vifit to us, and as we were 
bound towajcls their places of abode, they readily accepted an invitation 
to proceed with us, inftead of returning in their open boat. On ih.c 
noaking ebb tide, about two o’clock on thurfday morning, we again pro- 'i!u«!aa\o< 
ceeded with a light breeze from the northward. Our courl'c was del eted 
a little nearer to the ifland thar.- before, by which means wc ,',^fied os er 
in fathoms water the north part of the flioal tliat extends from' the weft 
end of Turnagain ifland. In confequence of this fpit, and the fhoals 
b orn the northern fltore, which allb projctl in a point towards the ifland, 
tlie navigable 'channel is reduced to ft^arcely a mile in width; the deepeft 
water, which docs not exeCed 6 and 7 fathoms at half tide, is ncarell to 
the northern fide. From this flioal as we fleered to the fouth- weft ; the 
depth of water foon increafed to 12 fathoms. Our route to the well- 
ward was now direfied about half a league or 2 miles to the fouth of our 
former track, in whicli we confidered ourfclvcs clear of fhoals or other 
interruptions; but we had not proceeded more than 6 miles in a weft 
direflion from .the ifland, when the depth of water again decretifcd to 7, 

5, and 4 fathoms, and on the boat that was founding a-head coming into 
3^ fathoms, we fleered more to the northward ; and on the depth in- 
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creafing we refumed our wefterly courfe, with regular foundings from 
7 to i6 fathoms, in which latter depth the flood tide obliged us to an- 
chor, until with the affiftance of the ebb tide, by five in the afternoon 
we had nearly approached the north Foreland, when the Ruflian com- 
mandant took his leave, with a promife of returning in the evening. 
We anchored again on the return of the flood, about a league to the 
fauthward of his refiidence, but faw nothing more of him ; the other 
Ruffian however remained on board, in order to conduft us to their 
fettlement on the eaftern fhore, whither we did not arrive, owing to faint 
variable winds, until faturday morning, when we anchored before a fmall 
creek in lo fathoms water, fandy bottom. The eafl Foreland by com- 
pafs bore n. 34 w., the weft Foreland, n. 74 w. ; the volcano, s. 30 w. ; 
the fouthernmoft part of the eaftern fliore in fight, s. 25 e,; and the 
.creek, n. 70 E.t about a league diftant. In this fituation the obferved 
latitude was 60“ 35', longitude 209® 2 1'. 

Soon after, we had anchored, the commanding officer at the place fent 
a very civil meffage, requefting we would vifit their habitation, with 
which after breakfaft, accompanied by Mr. Menzies and our Ruflian paf- 
fenger, I complied. As we drew near to the fhore the depth of water 
gradusi^ly dccreafed, until in the entrance of the creek we found but one 
fathom* it k^g^^fide to fide. On our arrivaHicre we were faluted by two 
*guhs"tfom a kind of balcony, above which the Ruflian flag was difplayed 
on the top of a houfc fituated on the cliffs, which in moft places comp'ofc 
the fhorcs of the upper part of the inlet, rifing perpendicularly from a 
beach, which generally commences at high water mark. ' The compli- 
ment of two guns was repeated on our landing*, where we met fomc 
Ruffians, who came to welcome and condufl us to their dwelling by a 
very indifferent path, which was rendered more difagrceablc by a moft 
intolerable ftench’, the worft, excepting that of the fkunk, I had ever the 
inconvenience of experiencing; occafioned I believe by a depoft made 
during the winter of an immenle collcftion of all kinds of filth, offal. See. 
that had now become a fluid mafs of putrid matter, juft without the rail- 
ing that inclofed the Ruffian fafilory, over which thefe noxious exhala^ 
tions fpread, and feemed to become a greater nuifance by their combi- 
‘ 1 nation 
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nation with the effluvia arifing from the hourc.s'. We were however 
conftrained to pafs Tome time in this eftablifhmcnt, which occupied a 
fpace of about an hundred and twenty yards fquare, fenced in by a very 
flout paling of fmall (pars of pine and birch, placed dole together about 
twelve feet high. Thefe were fixed firm in the ground, ) ct they ap- 
peared to be a very defencelefs barricade againfl any hoftile attempts, 
even of the Indians, as the whole might cafily be reduced to allies by fire 
on the outfide, as could alfo their houfes within the fence, thofe being 
built with wood and covered in with thatch. The larged of thefe, re- 
fembling in its fhape a barn, was about thirty-five yards long, about as 
many feet in breadth, and about ten or twelve feet high ; this was appro- 
priated to the refidenceof thirty-fix Ruffians, who, with their commander 
Mr. Stephen ZikolF, then on an excurfion to prince William’s I'ound, 
co*m prehended the total number of Ruffians at this flation ; all of whom 
excepting the commander refide in this houfe, which principally coii- 
fids of one common room, anfwering all tlie purpofes of flieltcr, feed- 
ing, and fleeping in. For their better accommodation when at reft, 
two platforms, each about eight feet wide, were railed about eight or 
nine inches from the ground or floor, and extended from end to end 
on each lidc of the room ; tliclc were divided into eighteen oppn jiar- 
titions or flails, one of which was allotted to each pcrhvi^, ar,,.’jis parti- 
cular apartment, the middle of the room being common tb^'nl all. 
The flails were divided like thofe in the flablcs of public inns, by pofls 
only, on which hung their fpare apparel, with their arms and accoutre- 
ments. The room tliough ungla/od was tolerably light, as in the win- 
dows a fubftitute for^lafs was made ufe of, which wc fiippofcd to be a 
thin membrane from the inlellines of the whale; this admitted a fiiffi- 
eient (]uantity of liglitfor ;dl their purpofes, and excliKled the w'ind and 
inclemency of th(t weather- The largeft of tlu fc windows was at the 
fart hell or upper 'end, near which flood a very humble wooden table 
very rudely wrought, and furrounded by forms of the fame material. 'J'o 
thefe we were conduflcd by two of the party who feemed to have feme 
rnperiority over the cell, one of whom appeared to be the principal 
perfon in the abfcnce of Mr. ZikolF, the Other a kind of fteward or per- 
• . Ton 
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Ton cluirgcd with the moveable property belonging to the fa^lory. fi 

— -y. ^ underftood them right this fettlenient had been thus eftabliflied twelve 

• years, notwithftanding which we did not perceive that any attempt had 
been made either to cultivate the land, or to fupply thcmfelves more 
comfortably by the introduflion of domellic animals. The only refrefli- 
raent they had to offer, was fome cold boiled halibut, and raw dried fal- 
mon intended to be eaten with it by way of bread. This very homely 
fare produced us no difappointment ; for had it been otherways, and 
confining of the greateft niceties, we fliouid not have been inclined to 
have partaken of the repafl, in a place, where the atmofpherc we inhaled 
was fo extremely offenfive, that every fenfation that is unpleafant was 
excited, excepting that of hunger. This occaftoned the fliortening of 
our vifit as much as common civility would allow, and as we prepared to 
feek the relief of a purer air, we were attended by our two leaders in 

taking a view of tlie reft of the fettlcment. We found it to confift of a 
fmaller houle fituated at the weft end of the large one, in which Mr. 
Zikoff the commander refided, and two or three and twenty others of 
different dimenfions all huddled together without any kind of regularity, 
appropriated to the depofiting of (lores, and to the educating of Indian 
children in the Ruffian language and religious perfuafion ; iliey were 
alfo th(^‘i^Klenc^ of fuch of the natives ns were the companions, or the 
immediate pendants on the Rulfians compofmg the cflablifhment. Our 
attention was next direfled to the vcffel we had been informed belonged 
to this place. She was found hauled up juft above the general line of 
high watey mark, clofe under the .cliffs on which their houfes were 
crefled. Her burthen I eftiniatcd at about fixty or feventy tons; fhe 
was very clumfily rigged with tw'o mafts, and her hull had the oakum 
dropping out of the feams, and was in other refpefls much out of repair. 
In this fituation fhe had been for two years, and was ftill to remain there 
tw'O years longcT, when this party would be relieved^ and the vcllel re- 
paired, in which they would return to Kamtfchatka. 

The place where the veffcl was laid up was hardly within fight of their 
habitation, flie could therefore in the event of any mifunderftanding with 
the natives have been eafily let on fire, or otherwife deftroyed, which 

could 
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could not have been fo eafily accomplifhed had Oic remained in the creek, 
where the water feemed to be of fuflficient depth to keep her conftantly — » 

afloat, and by that means to afford the Ruflians a retreat tliat might 
prove very defirable in the event of any infurre6tion. Tlieir ajiprclien- 
fions however on this* fcore did not feem very great, for they were very 
ill provided to defend thcmfelves againfl: any attack. The whole of their 
armour confided of two fmall brafs fwivel guns, each carrying about a 
pound (hot, mounted on the balcony at the top of the large houfe, which 
is fulRciently high to overlook all the inclofed premifes; a fnnilar piece 
of ordnance at the door of the entrance, about a dozen mufkets hanging 
apparently in conflant rcadinefs near the upper end of the great room, 
with two or three piflols, and a few fliort daggers. 

Our curiofity and inquiries thus fatisfied, I invited thefc two gentlemen 
to accompany us on board, with which they readily complied. They 

prefented me tviih a few fleins of the land animals found in the neigh- 
bourhood, and a very fine halibut, wdiich tvas highly acceptable, as it 
was the firfl frclh fifh w’e had procured this fcafon. A brilk northerly 
breeze prex ailed on our reaching the fliip; this temptation to proceed 
W’as too great to allow of our remaining at anchor, though it neceflarily 
fliortened the flay of our vifitors. On their departure I gave tliem a 
fmall aflortment of fuch tlfings as were mod. likely to prove fc?viccable 
in their retirement, which they very thankfully accepted. ' ' •' 

•We now diretlcd our courl’e along the eaftern fliore, towards the en- 
trance of the inlet; but the northerly breeze being foon fucceeded by 
light variable airs, our progrefs became fo flow, that it was teh at night 
on monday, before we had arrived wdthin about eight miles of point Bede, Monday 12. 
bearing by compafs s. 44 e. Here we anchored in 30 fathoms w’ater, 
and were vifited by three of the natives, who brought the letter Mr. Puget 
had given in charge to fome of the Ruflians, and who prefented us wdth 
four halibuts, wdiicl* they faid w'ere fent by Mr. Berrenoff ; this gentleman 
they faid was on (hore, and that he had direfled them to fiiy, that if we 
ftiould rem’ain at anchor until the next morning, he would pay us a vifit. 

'As* I much wifhed for the pleafurc of feeing Mr. Berrenoff, who we 
had been giv 4 n*to underfland w*as the* commandant of all the Ruffian 

effahlifli- 
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Mav* f^ftHbliriimcnls on ihc Kodiak, and about the entrance into this inlet, I 
did not tlcpart as I had purpofcd in the morning; but hearing nothing 
^ *! luriiier oi l]ini, with the firfl of the ebb in the afternoon, and a light 
breeze Irom the k. w. we proceeded to the fouthward. In the mgrning 
we had been viiited by Icveral of the natives, al.! of whom conduflcd 
theinfclves like tlieir nciglibours with the utmoll propriety. As we ap- 
proached point liede. Pen tolf, to whom Mr. Puget had intrufted a letter 
addrcllcd to me off cape Douglas, came with it on board, accompanieti 
by two of his countrymen. From him we undcrflood that Berrenotf, 
who was then on his way, would be with us in the courfc of the after- 
noon or evening; that he was very anxious for an interview with us, and 
that he requeued we would not proceed to fea. On their departure one 
of them proniilcd to provide us with a large fupply of fifh by the morn- 
\Vc4ae!. 1.1. ing. About day-light he met the fhip off the Barren ifles, and punfUi- 
ally performed his promife, by affording us halibut fufficient to ferve the 
whole of the crew two or three days. Hearing no tidings of the com- 
mandant, and having a Ready breeze from the caflward,we jilied towards 
the ocean until noon, when the weather afliuning a very unfavorable 
appearance, attended v/ifh a heavy fwell from theeaflward, we anchored 


off (he north part of point Bede in 31 fathoms water, having the fouth- 
ernmofl. part of-diat point and cape Elizabeth in a line, bearing by coin- 
Ijafjt S. 54 i:.; tlicnearefl fhore, being a detached rock with fome fmaller 
ones about it, n. 51 e., three fourths of a mile dillant; land we fuppofed 
to be the points of entrance into Graham’s harbour, from. n,3 3 e. to 
N. 12 e., ‘the former at the diflance of 2, the latter at about q leagues; 
the volcano, n. 64 w., and the Barren ides frbm *3. 8 e. to s. 18 k. In 
i ■ ij. this fituation our obfervations on the following day (hewed the latitude 
to be 51/ 19-'', longitude 208” 41'; and the variation of tlie compafs by 
three fets of azimuths, differing from 26 ” 16 ' to 27“ 35', gave, the mean 
refult 26° 53' eaftwardly. ' 

The friendly Ruffian, who had fo amply fupplied us with halibut, 
again appeared, and Rated, that Mr. Berrenoff would on a certainty h<’ 
with us in the courfe .of the afternoon; and, as I now underflobd he 
would bring an Englifh interpreter witli him, an intervieV ^became infi- 
nitely 
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nitcly more defirable, from the profpe6l we had of acquiring fomc inte- ’^794- 
reding intelligence refpefting thefe regions ; yet, as I had been twice ' 

difappointed in fimilar affuranccs, the third engagement by no means 
warranted any further delay, efpecially as the caufc which had produced 
our detention no longer exifted. For thefe reafons, with the aflTiftance 
of the ebb tide, and a wefterly wind, we proceeded about two o’clock, 
but it was fo flowly, that it was eight o’clock in the evening before we 
had pafled cape Elizabeth ; which, from the refult of our obfervations, 
appeared to be lituated in latitude 59“ 9', longitude 208" 53'; which po- 
fition, like that of the reft of the coaft vifited by us this feafen, is con- 
fiderably to the eaftward of the longitude as ftated by Captain Cook, the 
difference being from i°8' to 1* 12' or 1® 14'. The delineation of the 
fliorcs of tliis inlet and its foundings will likewife alfume, in a few in- 
ftances, a trivial difference from the reprefentation of that able and il- 
luftrious navigator, in confequence of our having been able to appro- 
priate a greater length of time to the examination of it than it was in 
Captain Cook’s power to beftow; yet the difagreement of the two fur- 
veys is fo inconfiderable, that it will require the eye of a critical obfer- 
Acr to difcovcr'the particulars in which they vary. 

■"I'lius we took our leave of Cook’s inlet, where, from our different in- 
terviews with the Ruffians ibttled on its fliorcs, it might* have bee^re^ 
fonabiy cxpei:ted that much information •Would have been derived, 
concerning the objefts and advantages in contemplation, from the cx- 
tenfion of t^iat empire to fuch remote regions. Ignorance of each 
other’s language, that infurmountable obftacle to the attainment of fuch 
kind of knowledge, attended on all our inquiries, and in moft inftances 
rendered them extremely inconclufivc, and often very contradi^:fory to 
what we had at firft underftood. This difficulty was not a little incroafed 
by the want of information in moft of our Ruffian vifitors, with re- 
gard to every tiling fhat appertained to the fcience of geography. Our 
repeated converf^ons with the perfon who conduced us to the fettlc- 
ment on the eaftern fhore, led us to imagine that a navigable branch of 
this' inlet extended from the eaftern fide, and communicated with an im- 
menfe lak(?to^he’north-caft, in which wete whales, feals, fea otters, and a 
Vo L. III! U 
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*794. variety of falt-walcr fift; that the fhorcs of it were too difbnt to he 
t -V- _■ vifiblc from each other; and that he knew not in what direftion it uni- 
ted with the ocean ; but tliat Mr. Zikolf was gone thither, on an ex- 
ploring expedition. All this we fuppofed we had pcrfetlly compre- 
hended, until our arrival at the fafiory, when in order to become better 
acquainted with circumflances offo much importance to us, I fought for 
a confirmation of what we had thus been told ; but, to my great fur- 
prize, when I had afeended the balcony at the top of the houfe, I was 
made to perceive in the moft unequivocal manner, diat it was the irdet 
iijelf that had been meant, and that the eaftern navigable branch was 
no other than Turnagain armj (which nearly communicates with Prince 
William’s found) in which Mr. Zikolf was gone to a Mr. Colomene, 
who commanded a Rulfian eftablilhrnent near cape Hinchinbrook. 

, This incident will afford fufficient proof how little dependence is to 
be placed on information alfumed from perfons but ill qualified to an- 
fwer our quefiions if underllood, and with whom, for want of language, 
our communication was necelfarily very uncertain and imperfefl ; it will 
alfo Ihew, on how flight foundation the theories of mediterranean fcas, 
and of a north-weft palfage, may often reft. 

Intelligence procured from fuch authority and under fuch circum- 
l^ances ' and unfupported by other corroborative evidence, or that does 
' not carry with it the ftrongeft; prefumptive proof of its being corredl, 
ought always to be received with the utmoft caution. By this rule I 
had uniformly governed my condufl; and in the inftance of the com- 
munication of this inlet with prince William’s found, I dia not confider 
myfelf warranted to credit the information we‘ had received to that ef- 
feft, until it had been ftated, without the leaft deviation or contra- 
diftion, as well on board the Chatham as the Difeovery, that a branch 
of that found extended within a few miles of the upper end of Turna- 
gain arm. 

Hence thefe two exienfive inlets appeared to be feparated from each 
other only by a narrow ifthmus of compaft mountainous land, that pre- 
cluded all poflibility ©f any navigable interior watercourfe through it 

. from 
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from any part of the fliores of the intervening peninfula ; and rendered a 
minute examination of the coaft of this peninfula of little importance, as 
it would have occupied a large portion of time, and could not have 
furthered the attainment of the great objeft we had in view, any more 
than a complete furv^y of the numerous iflands, that in the courfe of the 
two preceding fummers we had difeovered lying before the continental 
boundaries. For this reafon I, determined to make the bell of our way 
towards prince William’s found, and to examine the Ihores of the penin- 
fula, fo far only as could be done from tlie (hip in palTing along its coall. 
This would greatly tend to facilitau? our operations this feafon, which, 
notwithllanding they had commenced at a very early period, had yet ac- 
complillied little in comparifon to the extent of coall we had yet to fur- 
vey in the courfe of this fummer. Trulling that our examination of 
plince William’s found, though commencing only from its fouth-well. 
point of entrance, would jullify this proceeding, our courfe was dirc6lcd 
thitiicr. 


1794. 

May. 



I had it in contemplation during this purfuit, fiiould circumllaiices con- 
cur, to Hop fhort of prince William’s found at port Andrews ; fo named 
by Mr. Portlock, but called by the Rulfians Blying found; where, we 
had beei\ informed by our vifitors, (particularly bv Portoff' who was 
by far the moll intelligeiit,) that they had an arfenal,* and that, one or 
two’Englilhmcn, alfilled by fome RulTian artificers, were building wuTT 
tke timber of the country a fliip as large as the Difeovery. This intelli- 
gence had l^een obtained in confequcnce of my having repeatedly in- 
quired, where there was a convenicnit lituation for laying the ‘Difeovery 
on Ihore ; being appseh^five that her bottom might have received fome 
injury, from the numerous accidents to which Ihe had been lately e.\- 
poled. 

Blying found was llrongly recommended by Portoff, who alfiired me 
that the rife and fdll of the tide on a very convenient beach, was fully 
fufficient to anft^er all our purpofes, and that his countrymen not only 
polTcffed the means, but would be happy in rendering us every allillancc^ 
wt; might require; and that on Mr. Berrenolf being made accpiainied with 
our.arr’v^d^h-ere, he would immediatoly ’repair thither, that nothing in 
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their power might be wanting to relieve our neceffities. But as our 
t availing ourfelves of thcfe fervices would greatly depend on the exifting 

circundlances at the time of our arrival in that neighbourhood, and par- 
ticularly as Blying found was not fo central for carrying into execution 
our furvey of prince William’s found as I could have wilhed, I made no 
arrangements for benefiting by thefe very kind and friendly offers. 

Having accompliflicd by our joint labours the examination of the 
fliorcs of Cook’s inlet from cape Douglas to its utmoft extremity, and 
from thence to the eaft Foreland, I (hall conclude this chapter by re- 
marking, that although circumftances did not permit us to make fuch 
aftronomical obfcrvaiions on the fpot as I confidered to be iiecefTary for 
determining the longitude of our ftation at the head of Cook’s inlet, yet 
we were fortunate in obtaining thofe that very fatisfaftorily (hewed the 
rates of our chronometers, from which authority we were enabled to af- 
certain the longitudinal menfuratidn of our furvey, and to deduce from 
fubfequent obfervations wliat I confidered as its true longitude. 

The obfervations for obtaining the latitude, the rates of the chrono- 
meters, and the variation of the compafs, were made on (hore, at the 
watering place near the (hip’s ftation at the head of Cook’s inlet ; (they 
were as follow) 

Ken^ll’s chronometer (hewed the longitude according to the Karaka- 
kooa'rate to be - - - - 208“ 9^ 35" 

Arnold’s No. 14, according to the fame rate, - 209 31 25 

Ditto 176, ditto, - - 209 50 40 

True longitude deduced from fubfequent obfervations as 
before dated, - - - - . 210 53 15 

By this authority, and twelve fets of altitudes taken be- 
tween the 26th of april and 6th of may, both days inclu- 
five, Arnold’s No. 176 was found to be fall of mean time 
at Greenwich on the 6th of may at noon, - ' 8*^ 44' 46" 30"' 

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 52 37 

Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time at Greenwich, 8 ^8 18 30 
gaming as above, . - 22 9 

.dcve.ndall's 



Kendall’s fall of mean time at Greenwich, - 2' 22" 30"' ‘794- 

gaining as before, - - - 26 22 

The latitude, - - . . _ gjo 

The variation of the compafs in twenty fets of azimuths 
by three different ccynpaffes, differing from 27® 27' to 31® 

18', fliewed their mean refult to be ~ - 2g 30 eafterly. 

Our fituation at this ffation did not admit of any opportunity for 
meafuring the rife and fall of the tides, but in a very rough wiy ; by 
which it appeared, that on fpi ing tides it amounted to about twenty-feven 
feet, and that it was high water fix hours after the moon had paffed the 
meridian. 


CHAPTER 



A VOYAGE OF DISCbVERY 


150 


CHAPTER VI. 

r 

« 

Pa/fage from Cook's inlet to Prince William's found — Meet a large fleet of 
canoes— Spring the bowfprit in a gale of wind— Carry away the fore- 
yard — Arrive in port Chalmers — Survey of Prince William’s found by 
the boats — A violent florm — Vifiled hy a few Ruffans — Some account of 
their eflablijhments in the found — Chatham difpalched to continue the pur- 
vey of the coafl eaflward from cape Hincbinbrook — AJlronomical and 
nautical obfervations. 


May! The weather was delightfully ferene and pleafant, and the morning 

ufhered in by a fight we little expe6led in thole leas. A 
numerous fleet of fkin canoes, each carrying two men only, were about 
the Dif^t ery, aitd, with thofe that at the fame time vifited the Chat 
was computed there could not be lefs than four hundred Indi- 
ans prefent. They were almoft all men grown, fo that the tribe to 
which they belonged muft confequently be a very confidcrable .one. 'I’hey 
inftantly and very willingly entered irvto trade, and bartered away their 
hunting and filhing implements, lines and thread, , extremely neat and 
well made from the finews of animals ; with ba|s ingenioully decorated 
with needle work, wrought on the thin *^he whales inief- 

tincs; thefe articles, • with fome fifh, and fomc well executed models of 
canoes with all their appendages, conftituted the articles of commerce 
with thefe people, as well as with our Indian friends in Cook’s inlet; for 
excepting thofe furs given to me by Chatidooltz's party, not an •article of 
this defeription had been offered for fale, or even feen in the podeffion 
of the natives, a.s forming a part of tlieir apparel, as was the.ca^m^ny 

former 





ROUND THE WORLD. 


former vifit to this country. The clotliing of»tliefe Americans now 
chiefly confifted of garments made from the fleins jof birds or quadrupeds, 
of not the lead value. This humble fafhion hail moll likely been intro- 
duced by their Ruflian friends, for the fake of increafing the number of 
the fkins of tlie fea otter, foxes, martin, ermine, and of fuch other ani- 
mals as come under the denomination of furs, which they find to be 

• ^ 

worth the trouble of exporting. 

Thefe good people, like all the others we had lately feen, condttded 
thernfelvcs with great propriety; and as the wind was very light, they 
continued with us until near noon, when they all retired to a bay or 
harbour we were then abreaft of. Our progrefs from Cook’s inlet had 
been fo flow that the Barren ifles were yet in fight, bearing liy compafs 
.s. w. to s. /|8 w.; and the caflernmoff of the iflands near cape Eliza- 
beth, from s. 46 w. to s. w., diftant about 5 leagues. On the infide 
of tills ifland a low flat point proje 61 ed towards the main land, and gav6 
us reafon to doubt, whether between thofe iflands and the main land a 
fafe navigable channel would be found; this however could be of little 
importance, as port Chatham is very accelhble by palling round cape 
Elizabeth, which at this time was hidden from our fight. The welt point 
of the above bay or harbour bore by compafs s. 72 w., 5 miles dillarit ; 
the land forming its callecn point, which is a projeUing promontory, 
appcitriiTg^tt-Ki-^iOjll*'^ ifland, n. 42 w. to n. 2 e., about half 

league from us. d'owards the lea it terminates in an abrupt clifl' mo- 
derately elevated, and is connefded to the main land by a low peninfula 
covered with trees. Its north-well .fide prefented every appearance of 
aflording flic'ltered anchorage, and to that part of the bay mofl of the 
canoes repaired. We now llcered towards the northernmolh part of the 
coall in fight, hearing by compals n. 29 f,.; the oblerved latitude in this 
fituation was 59“ longitude 209® 48', placing tlie fouthernrnoll part 
ol the ab’ove promontory, which we fuppofed to be the fame that Mr. 
Portlock ca.lls point Gore, in latitude 59” 11', longitude 209“ 49' ; the 
bay or harbour on its well lidc we fuppofed to be port Dick. At firft. 
however this fuppofition admitted of doubt, for inftead of point Gore 
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Jtby ^4 leagues lo the caflward ol' cape Elizabeth, our furvey made 

— ' thele promontories fcarcely to leagues apart. 

On reference to our pofition on the epaft, the land feen before us 
forming the north extreme could be no other than the fouthernmoft of 
Pies iflands ; towards which with a pleafant breeze from the s.w. M'C 
made great progrefs, at the dillance of 3 or 4 miles from the Ihore. 
Two openings were palfcd, and we oblervcd along the coafl Icveral low 
detached parcels of rocks, at a greater diftance from the main land than 
we had generally remarked along the exterior coalls of this country. 
One group in particular lying s. 75 \v., diftant near four miles from the 
fouthernmoil of Pies iflands, mull be very dangerous in thick weather, 
efpecially as at high water during the fpring tides it is probably over- 
flown. The coall we failed along this day is in moll pat ts very moun- 
tainous, and defeends rather quickly into the ocean, excepting in thofe 
places where it is broken into vallies, fome of which are extenfn e, and 
gradually incline to the water fide. Thele in fome inllances were Hill 
buried in ice and fnow, within a lew yards of the walh of the fea; whilfl 
here and there fome of the loftiell of the pine trees jull Ihewed their 
heads through this frigid furface. 

We could not avoid remarking, that the whole of this exterior coafl 
feemed to wear a much more wintry afpctl than the countries bordering 
-eii thofe more northern inland waters we had fo rccC'^ib'^ quinetl. 

'fhe fouthernmoll of Pies iflands in feveral points of view forms a very 
confpicuous peak, and although not remarkable for its great height, yet 
from its lingular appearance it is not eafily to be millaken in this neigh- 
bourhood, as it del'cends with great regularity frtim its fummit to the 
M'atcr’s edge; its Ibuth extremity by our ^lervations, is lituated in lati- 
tude 59“! 9', longitude 210*21'. To the north-eallward of this ifland 
the coall fliil prelcMited a broken appearance, and.our’i orth-eaflern point 
of view in the evening exhibited a duller of iflands arid rocks, extending 
flnne dillance from the main land ; thefe we fuppofed were thofe named by 
Mr. Portlock ChifM'cll’s illes, lying before port Andrews, that is to fay, 
Blying's Ibund, for which we continued our courfo until ten at night, when 
we hauled to the wind under aneafy fail, in order to kec{) our llation for 

3 continuing 
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continuing our examination of the coaft in the mWning, The depth of j7fM- 
water was 75 fathoms, about 5 miles from the I'hc fine weather 

with which we had been indulged was of fhort -duration. The wind by 
one in the morning had veered round to the eaft and n.f.., and in a SaturJiviT- 
few hours reduced us, to clofe-reefcd topfails;’ and finding in the fore- 
noon that the bowfprit was dangeroufiy fprung in a flanting dire6lion, 
from the cap nearly to the collar of the forefiay, we lay to about an 
hour for the purpofe of giving it fuch fecurities as our fituation per- 
mitted us to apply, and then again ftood to windward, under the courfes 
and clofe-reefcd topfails. Notwithftanding that it rained verv h.eavily, 
the gale continued to increafe, attended with a great fee from the call- 
ward, which reduced us to our forefail and ftorm ftayfails, until four in 
the afternoon, when the mainfail and clofc-recfcd topfails were again 
fet.* This prefs of fail I was induced to carry to prevent as much as 
pofiible our falling to leeward during the gale, which on fundav morn- Sunday 18. 
ing moderated, but the rain continued. 

We now made fail, and ftood towards the land ; the wind veered to 
the fouthward of eaft in the forenoon, which enabled us to fteer for the 
Chifwcll illes; and on the rain ccafing, in the afternoon, we got fight 
of them, bearing by compafs n.n.w. ; but the wind returning again 
from the .v.e., the night w'a« palfcd in making Ihort trips, with the hope 
that the ~i"lllmi iii iiiihl'jnii 1 more favorable to our wilhes ; but in this 
wc.were difappointed, the wind continued to be unfettled between eaft 
and N.F.., accompanied by mifty rainy weather, with feme fttort inter- 
vals of funfliine, which afforded an opportunity of afeertaining the la- Monday *y, 
litudc to be 59” 16', longitude 211" 13'. The hazinefs of the atmo- 
fphere to the northward prevented our feeing the coaft ; in the after- 
noon we palfed Chilwell’s iftes, and found the center of the fouthernmoft 
group to be in la^tude 59*3i'5 longitude 211° 10'; from this the eaft- 
ernmoft, which is^fingle detached rock, lies n. 54 e., about a league 
dillant and^tfffnorthernmoft, which the hazy weather permitted our 
fccing.^aving fcvcral lefs iflets and rocks about it, lies n. 15 r,., five 
piik-'s dillant. Thefe were all we faw of the Chifwcll ifles, which arc a 
group of naked rugged rocks, feemingly df'ftitute of foil and any kind 
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of vegetation. 7 'hc tednefs of the weather precluded our afeertaining 
—,2—/ their dillancc from thi (liores of the peninfula, and prevented my carry- 
ing into execution tho defign I had meditated of vifiting the Ruflian 
eftablifhnient, flated to be in the vicinity of this part of the coall; which 
continuing to be obfeured by a very denfe haze or fog, would have re- 
quired far more authentic and accurate documents than were in our pof- 
feflion, to direfl us with fafety to that ftation, and would have occu- 
pied more time than I was now willing to devote to this purpofe. 

As the fhip had been fubje 61 ; to very great motion, in conlequence 
of the heavy fea that had attended the laft gale, without complaining 
in any refpeft, I concluded that Ihe had not fuftained any material da- 
mage in her bottom, and therefore I determined to make the bell of 
our way to Prince William’s found. The wind continuing to blow from 
nearly the diretlion we wifhed to fleer, we plied to windward, but only 
'increafed our diflance from the point we wifhed to gain, until the even- 
Tuefday ao. ing of the 20th ; when, with a light foutherly breeze, our courfe was 
Wednci. ai. dircftcd for the fouth part of Montagu ifland, which was feen on wednef- 
day morning ; but the rain and thick weather prevented any diflinft view 
of it until the forenoon, when the atmofphere becoming clear we were 
enabled to procure the neceflary obfervations for fhewing the latitude at 
noon to be 59“ 38', longitude 212' ^2 j;'. The fouthernmofl land in fight 
at that time bore by compafs s. 88 vt^, the foutb no:nL oi Montagu 
ifland n. 64 w., diflant ten miles ; hence that point appears to be fitua- 
ted in latitude 59° 46', longitude 212® 41'; the northernmofl part of 
Montagu ifland in fight, apparently, a low projetling point, covered with 
wood, N. 1 w., diflant feventeen miles; and the _ outermofl of a clufler 
of fix rocky iflets firetching from it, n. 7 e. Thefe if lets were not feen 
by Captain Cook, nor do they appear to have been noticed by thole 
who have followed that able and indefatigable navi|(5ator in this hemi- 
fphere. Thefe iflets feemed to be chiefly compofed of fleep cliff > near- 
ly level on their tops, and may ferve as a direftion in tl»ick or gloomy 
weather to the fouth point of Montagu ifland, lying from it, arxording 
to our eflimation, about n. 62 e., diflant feventeen miles. They- are 
3 ^ . tolerably 
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tolerably well wooded, and are not liable to beNmiflaken, particularly •794* 
(or the Chifwell ifles, becaufe tliofe appear to be Iniircly barren. 

My intention was to have pafled along the fojifli-eaft fide of Montagu 
ifland, but the wind veering again to the eallward, and the weather be- 
ing again overcaft, we bore up, and in the evening we anchored within 
the fouth point of this ifland, in 2 a fathoms water. Its jfhores bore by 
compafs from s.30 e. to n. 11 e. ; tlie former at the diftance of three 
miles, and its nearefl. (hore s.53 f.., one mile diftant ; the iflands form- 
ing the weft fide of this channel into Prince William’s found (iom n. 1 2 w. 
to s. 89 w., and the fouthernmoft part of the main land in fight S.69W, 

During the night we had a light breeze from the land, with fbme rain, 
and a very heavy fwell that rolled round the fouth point of Montagu 
ifland, up the channel, giving us reafon to fuppofe that in all probabi- 
litywe had efcaped a boifterous and very unpleafant gale from the eaft- 
ward, having been fereened, by the lofty mountains that cornpofe the’ 
ifland, from the violence of its fury. The fame weather continued, with 
a breeze from the n. e., and a ftreani that we confidered to be the ebb 
tide letting to the eaftward, until ten on thurfday forenoon, when on Thuriaay2i. 
the current taking an oppofite line of dire6lion we w’eighed, but were 
fo little aflilled by the tide that we proceeded very flowly. 

W'hilft we were at anchor we w'cre vifited by four of the natives, in 
two fiTiinr'ilvitt^agp.O'^t^ne of whom was an elderly man, who feemed 
to know we were from England, as he frequently made ufe of the words 
“ Englilh, Portlock, and Nootka by the two former there could be 
no doubt of his meaning, and by tins latter we fuppofed he n>eant the 
veflel in which Mr. Mearcs pafled a winter in this found. Thefe peo- 
ple brought nothing to difpofe of, nor could any intreaty prevail on 
them to venture on board, though they readily accepted fuch trivial 
prefents as w’ere i^ade to them, exprefling their thankfulnefs in the 
Ridlian language^^iid giving us to underftand, that there were fome 
people of thext^V^ion refiding up the found. 

In ^ilie^^ternoon tlte wind blew frelh from the n. e., and towards 
4‘vening lncreafc(}'to a hard gale, attended with heavy fqualls and Ihowffrs 
of rain. In one of thefe fqualls the head ,of the bowfprit broke fliort off; 

X 2 but 



1^6 A VOY.^GE OF DISCOVERY 

but as w’c Hill continued to make feme progrefs by turning to windward, 
-V'- I was willing to keepVindcr weigh as long as the day-light lafted, cfpe- 
eialh.’ as wc found toleradygood foundings on the Montagu illand fide ol 
the channel, to the north of a point which I have called Point Bazil, 
in latitude 6o" i'; but fouth of that point towards, the anchorage wc had 
quitted, no bottom coukl be reached with 6o to So fathoms of line, within 
a mile of the fhore. Having it thus in our power to anchor when and 
where vc pleafed under a weather Ihore, we remained under fail until about 
ten o’clock, when a fudden flurry of wind, through a vein occupying fcarccly 
a greater fpace in width than the length of the Ihip, vented its whole furj'^ 
upon us with fucli immenfe violence, that although the topfails were 
down before it was at its height, wc expefted all the malts would have 
gone over the fide ; but fortunately we efcaped with the lofs of the fore • 
yard only, and the fplitting of moll of our fails then let ; and being at 
this time not far from the fhore of Montagu illand, we anchored in 15 
fathoms water, llruck the topgallant-malls, and replaced our damaged 
fails. During the night the wind blew very hard from the e. n. e,, at- 
Fiidayjs. tended with fqualls, hail, and rain; but in the morning of the 2,3d, the 
weather in fome mcafure becoming more moderate, I.icutenant S\vaine 
v/ith the carpenters and a party of men were font on fhore in quell of a 
fpar for a fore-yard, which was procured ,almofl as foon as they had 
landed; this they had mydire6lions only to rough -fiyar/;. iiriiich’-a way 
as to allow of its being ufed for the prefeni to carry us to Chalme r s har- 
bour, where I purpofed the fliip fliould remain, whilll the boats were 
employed in exploring the navigable extent of this opening. And as Mr. 

Portlock found the rife and fall of the tide in that harbour fuflicient for 

» 

laying the vclfels under his. dire6tion.s aground, I was in hopes ol being 
enabled alfo to examine the Difeovery’s bottom there ; and although we 
had no reafon to' be apprehenfive that flie had fullairted any material da- 
mage by the feveral accidents of getting on Ihorcyvvet fuch' an exami- 
nation, when'a convenient opportunity might offer that •ftid not interfere 
with the other operations of the voyage, could not fail beingxvej y de- 
firable and fatisfa^lory. 
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T hf carpenters having done every thing then rihedful to the fore-yard, *70-1. 
it was got oir and rigged; and in the forenoon of/the following day, the 
gale being fucceeded by a light breeze from thc^ north, though flill at- 
tended with rain, we weighed and plied to windward, but made little 
jtrogrefs, 1 he wind ^ied away about nine in the evening, when we an- 
chored I'or the night in 20 fathoms water, foft bottom. On lunday Sunday 
morning u light brcez.c fprang up from the N.N.E., nearly in the direc- 
tion of our courfe to Chalmer’s harbour; with this we plied, and about 
lix in the evening reached our deftined port. Our progrefs had been 
materially retarded by the uufleadinefs of the wind, and by two fhoals, 
fituaicd nearly in mid-channel, between the fouth point 0^" the harbour, 
and a rugged rock that lies about a mile from the eaft fide of the largefl 
of Green iflands. Wc fuddcnly came upon the mod fomhern of thclc 
fhcTals, in a depth from 19 to 6 fathoms, without there being any weeds, 
or otlicr indications of fhallow water ; but on the other, which fhoalcd 
equally quick, w^as a fmall patch of weeds growing in o fathoms water, 
v. iih 5 and 7 fathoms clofe around it. Each of thele appeared to occupy 
no greater extent than the (hip’s length in any direfiion; between thefi' 

(hoals and tlie Green illands w’e found a channel, in Avhich we turned to 
windward until we could fail into the harbour. The Chatham did the 
fame between them and NIpntagu ifland, without noticing thefe (hoals ; 
arid hcI^’’^\h•*J7tlK5fuedJi^^falne route, they would in all probability have; 

(liU remained umlifeovered. As we approached the entrance ol' the 
harbour, a drong tide or current fat us fo fad to the fouthward, that we 
h.ad nearly been driven pad the enirttnce ; and although the tide. was now 
iifing, this dream had not the lead perceptible indraft into the harbour, 
nor (Ikl its influence feem to extend within what wc called the Sde rn Pas- 
sage Roctx, lying from the north point of the harbour wed, fomeihing 
more than a milciildant; and from a fmall woody iflet, lying before the 
entrance thf the lyii»bour, N. 15 w., about three quarters of a mile. Wc 
paffed on the^i'lh fide of this rock, and to the north of us was another, 
that ^iMthed fliu name of Nor i k Passage Rock, lying in a chrec- 
,tion from the Vith point of ihi- harbour, x. 26 w., dillant e-'- miios, 
and w. s. vv., tliree quarters of a mile from the fouth point of wliat Mr, 
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Portlock calls Stockdafle’s harbour. Thcfe rocks are dated to have been 
leen by Mr. Portlock \in his journal, but no notice is taken ol them in 
his flcctch of this part Vtf Montagu ifland; yet they required to be parti- 
cularly pointed out, fince they are not always vifible, but are covered 
at high tide, with fcarcely any weeds or other indications of tlu ir ex- 
iftence. Towards the upper part of the harbour we took a convenient 
flation, and when moored, the north point of the harbour bore by com- 
pafs s. 58 w. ; the woody diet s. 45 w. a detached rock s. 38 w. ; the 
fouth-wed point. of the harbour s. 36 w. } and the watering place at the 
didance of about half a cable’s length n. 85 w. The weather through- 
out the day having been ferene and plcafant, afforded a good opportu- 
nity for drying all the fails, which were unbent and do wed away. 

On monday morning the fore-yard was fent on diore to be properly 
finifhed, the empty cafks to be filled with water, and whild the oiher 
'parts of the (hip’s company were employed in unrigging the broken 
bowfprit, and in various other repairs about the veffel, the crews of the 
boats were preparing for a furveying expedition. 

Two boat parties were equipped; one under the directions of Mr. 
Whidbey, the other of Mr. Johndone; the former, with the yawl and 
large cutter provided for a fortnight, received my inllruclions to pro- 
ceed to the fouth-wed point of entrance in^o the found, and there to 
commence .the examination of the wedern diore^nf. tljia. t ds' far as 
poffible, and thence round to the fouth, point of Snug-corncr ct>ye; 
where I purpofed that Mr. Johndone, with the Chatham’s and our linaller 
cutter, diould begin the furvey of itjs diores fouthward, as alfo the exte- 
rior coad to cape Suckling ; on which fervices they rclpcftively depart- 
ed early the following niorning. 

The weather, now ferene and pleafant, was favorable to thcfe cxcur- 
fions, and to our* fevcral employments, amongd wfpeh we attempted 
to take fome fifh with the feine, but without fucqefs. The fhores did 
not afford any convenient fituation for erefting the dhflyrvatory ; this 
gave me concern, as I much widied to have had the, ihdfUments on 
fhore, although I had not any doubt of obtaining all nccclfary ob- 
(ervations we required by the nieans I otherways pofleffed. 'J'he n( xt 

day 
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day the weatlier became gloomy and overcaft in a!l dire6lions ; the fore- 

yard being finiflied was brought on board in the evening and rigged, 1 

and on the following morning the broken bowfprit was taken out, and i huii<iay29[ 
found to be excelfivcly rotten, and^defc£Hve from end to end. \^'hiHl 
the carjjenters were engaged on fliore with ihe fore-yard, they had found 
a fpar, or rather a tree, that proniifed fair to replace the bowfprit, 
but the lowering W'cather, which towards noon produced a very ilrong 
gale from the e. n. e., attended with violent fqualls and a heavy rain, 
put a flop to all our operations on fhore for this day and until friday Friday 30, 
evening, when the wind moderated, and the rain which had defeended 
in torrents abated. In the courfe of the night it became calm, and 
we had hopes that a favorable alteration had taken place, but in this we 
were difappointed, for about five in the morning the wind refumed its Saturday 31. 
eaflcrly dire6fion with increafed violence. Tlie ftream cable gave way, 
and broke near the anchor, and on examination it was found to be- 
flrandcd in three different places. By this accident we were obliged to 
remain unmoored during the ftorni, and at low water the fhip took the 
ground for a fhort fpace of time, but on the returning flood tide Ihe 
foon floated again. This very unpleafant weather, which occafioned no 
fmall degree of anxiety for the welfare of our parties in the boats, con- 
tinned moll; of the follot^g day, but in the morning of monday the 
weathcT*niVi.'me. inote'^'mnquil, the fhip Was remoored, the ftream an- 
char recovered, and our fevcral neceflary concerns were again in a train 
of execution. We were a little furprized in the forenoon by the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Whidbey’s party returning to the fhip, being appre- 
lienfive that fome untoward accident had befallen them, as it was not 

f 

probable that they could already have accomplifhed the fervice they 
liad been fent to perform. Their return proved to have been occafioned 
by one of the fcamen having received an injury which had difabled him ; 
and as the very ^fiifterous weather they had encountered rendered the 
progrefs of jjfeif furvey very flow, this opportunity was embraced of 
rccruiyng their^^res and provifions to a fortnight’s lupply, with which 
jn the afternoon\he party proceeded again. 


Tlie 



lOO 
* 79 

]uiic. 

V 

'J'liclday j. 


W’cclncl. 4. 


7"huiUay 5 , 


A VO’jfAGE OF DISCOVERY 

The weather was a^ain cloudy on tuefday, with fome light rain. In 
/ the evening I had the mortiiicatiou to underftand, that jull as tlte car- 
penters employed on the bowfprit were about leaving off work, they 
had found it rotten nearly in the middle, fo that their time and labour 
had been applied to no elFeft. There was, however, another tree in 
the neighbourhood likely to anfwer our purpofe, though it was confidc- 
rably' larger than was nccelTary, and conlequently would require mon^ 
labour and time than was altogether convenient; as two of our bell car- 
penters were now much indifpofed, owing, I believed, to their having 
been too much expofed during the late inclement weather, whilft in the 
execution of their duty. 

The next day, being the anniverfary of His Majefty’s nativity, no 
work was done, excepting that of hauling the feinc, in the hope of pro- 
curing fome fifli for the people’s dinner. In this we were again dUap- 
• pointed ; as good a dinner was however lerved as the Ihip’s provifions 
afforded, and a double allowance of grog, with which the day w'as 
cheerfully celebrated. 

Early in the morning of the 5th we were again bufily employed, and 
in the forenoon, for the firft time fince our arrival here, we were vifited 
by fome ftrangers who landed from their canoes, at the brewing tent; 
and as they did not feem to fliew ,^ny difpofition for viliting tlie veffels, 
I paid my compliments to them on fliore, and>ibund party 

confilled of eight. Indians and a Ruflian. I took fome pains to inyite 
the latter on board, and requefted he would in the mean time fend the 
Indians |^o procure us fome fifh, for which they fhould be handfomely 
rewarded. My invitation he pofitivcly declined, and faid, by way of 
excufing himfelf, that he would go and fifli for us ; on tliis the canoes 
were launched, and the whole party fat off. 

The wind was now light, in the fouth-weft quarter, but the weather 
flill continued to be unfcttled, witli fome fhowers of,j^in. In'thc even- 
ing two of the canoes, with four of the Indian vifitol^ returned, but 
the Ruffian was not of the party, nor did thefe bring vMiy filhsqr other 
article for fale. I made them fome prefents that feera^d to give them 
uiuch pleafure, and I then endeavoured to make them underftand, that I 
2 had 
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had an abundance of fuch things, which I would gladly exchange with y?"*- 
them for fifh, wild fowl, &c. As it had plainly appeared by the behaviour » — _« 
of the Ruffian, that he was under confiderable apprehenfion for his per- 
fonal fafety in the idea of vifiting the fliip, I fent him, by thefe Indians, 
fome bread, beef, porjf, and rum, in hopes that fuch friendly teftimoniei 
would diffipate his fears, and give him fuch confidence in our pacific dif- 
pofition as to encourage him to pay us another vifit. 

The atmofphere prefented a ferene and pleafant afpe6i, with every Friday 6. 
appearance on friday morning of fettled fummer weather. This enabled 
us to procure fome good lunar diftances, and to add other aftronomical 
obfervations to thofe we had already made for afeertaining the rate of 
the chronometers. I did not now much regret that a proper place had 
not been found on fhore for the reception of the obfervatory, as the in- 
cletnency of the weather hitherto would have rendered it an ufelcfs objeft 
of our attention, and the inftruments might have received fome damage 
had they been landed. 

The four Indians again returned, and brought with them two wild 
geefe and two divers as a prefent from the Ruffian, who, if we under- 
ffood the rneff'engers corrcftly, was ftill afraid to venture amongfl us : 

, though he was evidently defirous of being benefited by fuch things as 
we had to give atvay ; foj^he Indians appeared to have been inffru61ed 
by hiifTto iiik P'r articles, that we knew would be highly acrept- 

abic to him. d hefe accordingly were intrufted to their charge, toge- 
ther with a repetition of the flrongefl; affurances of our frienddiip, and 
of our defirc of feeing him on boayd. With this the Ruffian.complied 
the next day, and we were informed by him, that the Indians had faith- 
fully dilcltarged their commilTion. Two other Ruffians had joined his 
parly, and the three paid us an early vifit; but came empty handed, 
which 1 did not altogether expefl, as thofe who had vifited us off point 
Bede fcnfpulouffy performed their promife, by bringing us an ample 
fiipply of filj^ He who had been lb unwilling to vifit the ffiip we 
now fountl w3^amed Ammus Niconnervitch Ballufian. This perfon 
.appeared to ha\e more acquaintance with geography and fca charts 
than the reft of his companions. He feemed alfo in other refpefts to, 
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te an' intelligent man, and foon comprehended the objeft of our vilit 
and inquiries in this part of the world, and that I much wifhed to fee 
a Ruflian chart of their modern difcoveries in this ocean. This wifh he 
faid could be eafily gratified as he had fuch a chart at port Etches, which 
had been recently confl;ru6led, and lent from Ramtfchatka ; this he 
very civilly offered to fetch, and after taking fome refrelliment he de* 
parted lor this purpole, leaving his companions behind. 

A continuation of the fair weather greatly promoted all our opera- 
tions, andarnongll others afforded us an opportunity of airing and lifting 
the little gunpowder we had now remaining. 

On funday the wind blew frcfli from the northward, with bright 
glaring weather. In the forenoon Mr. Johnllone and his party return- 
ed, after having completed the examination of all that had fallen with- 
in the limits of his direflions, on the infidc of the found ; but the fcx- 
trcmely bad weather had fo retarded the progrefs of the party, that they 
had been prevented from carrying into execution the propofed fnrvey 
along the exterior coa ft, without obtaining a further fupply of provifions, 
having been abfent three days longer than the period for which they had 
been provided. The following is the manner in which they had been 
employed during their abfence from the fliip. 

On the evening of the day they departed, reached the north-weft 
point of a fmall illand, fituated about two miles the 

fouth point of Snug-corner cove. Here Mr. Johnllone was to com- 
mence his furvey; but not having a Iketch of that part of the found 
with hims nor recollefting any illand fo fituated, he was at a lofs to 
determine, whether a point lying n. e. about ,half a league dillant, 
or a point at the dillance of two leagues in a north direflion, was the 
point from which he was to take his departure ; but as an extenfive open- 
ing led to the north -caftward between thefe points, in order to avoid the 
chance of its efcaping unexainined by himlelf or *Mr. Whidbey, Mr. 
Johnllone rowed over to the latter, where the party relied ^ar the night ; 
which was extremely gloomy and attended with fome rarf/r 

At four o’clock in the morning of the 28th of may i^eir furvey com- 
menced from the land on whicl.i they had relied ; this proved to be 
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an ifland, and it received the name of Bligh’s Island. They now 
fleered for a point lying from its fouth point n. 30 e., diftant four 
miles and an half. This point Mr. Johnftone fuppofed, as it was after- 
wards proved, to be on the continent ; between it and Bligh’s ifland 
were fome fmall iflets.and rocks. From this point, fiiuated in latitude 
60“ 50', longitude 213" 51', forming the well point of a fmall bay about 
two miles deep, in a n.n.e. direftion, in which there arc two fmall iflets 
and a cove near its eaft point, lying from die weft point s. 80 e. two 
miles diftant, they continued along the larboard or northern (hore of the 
opening noticed the preceding evening as extending to the north-eaft- 
ward. This was found to wind in that dircfllon about r,-* leagues, and 
then to terminate in a dlreftion s. 65 e., 2^ leagues further, in latitude 
60'* 55', longitude 2 14“ 35'; its width in general being upwards of two 
miles. Towards its upper part were fome iflands, and had tlie wea- 
ther been fair inftcad of extremely gloomy and rainy, the adjacent 
country would probably have afforded a very pleafant profpeft, as the 
Ihores were in general low, and bounded by a pebbly beach, from 
whence the ground rofe with a gradual afeent, was free from fnow, and 
had a verdant appearance ; it was pleafingly diverfified with trees, chiefly 
of the alder kind, which grew with confiderable luxuriance. Thcfe oc- 
cupied extenfive plains aljipg the borders of the fea, beyond which rofe 
a chalTTof lofty mounl^is buried in perpetual frofl and fnow. Their 
rcCcarches in this arm engaged moll of the day, and the next morning 
they returned along its fouthern fliore. 

This fpacious inlet, and particularly its north-eaftern part,. had been 
vilited by Sen' Fidalgo in the year 1 790, for the purpofe of intjuiring 
into the nature, extent, and fituatlon of the Ruffian eftablifhmcnts in 
(liefe regions. This gcutlcman paid much attention to geographical ob- 
jc6ls, and gave names to fcveral places, Ilis inquiry having been made 
prior to 6ur furvey,. I have continued the names fo given; but as his own 
does not appear amongft the number, I have, in order that his labours 
may be comnid^orated, diftinguiflied this branch by the name of Fort 
Fii^algo. 

y 2. 
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The weather became extremely unpleafant as the day advanced, and 
a very hard gale of wind ble^v from the eaftward, attended with heavy 
rain. About noon Snug-corner cove wras reached, and there were great 
inducements to have fought the fhelter it afforded from the tlien incle.- 
ment weather ; but Mr. Johnftone, anxious to profecute his furvey, and 
trufting tliat fome other fecure retreat would be met with before night, 
purfued his route between the fouth point of the cove and the ifland ly- 
ing off it, in a paflage about a mile wide, fcattcred over with many rocks. 
The eaflerly gale continued increafing, and as they pafTed to the fouth 
of this land they met a moft heavy fea in that direction. Againft this 
they laboured, with great fatigue and little effeft, until the evening, 
w’hen the violence of the ftorm obliged them to retire to the ifland juft 
mentioned, where they hauled the boats on fhore to preferve them from 
the wdnd and fea, to w’hich they were greatly expofed from their fiiuation 
before the beach. 

The party had not been landed long before they were accofted from 
the woods by the words, '"lawke, lawkcy" fignifying fricndfliipj and 

four Indians foon appeared uttering the fame words, with their arms 
extended, and making ufe of every fign and gefture to announce their 
pacific difpofition ; which being returned, with the addition ol fotne 
trivial prefents from the party, friendlhip. ,and a good underftand- 
ing was eftablifhed on both fides. The Indians' canoe had 'been juft 
hauled up within the fleirts of the woods, but it appeared that their rgfi- 
dence was to the north-weft, and that the violence of the ftorm had 
obliged them to feck this place for.ftielter; which fortunately afforded 
a comfortable fituation for the tents of our fatigued party, who now 
Hood in need of fome reft and refrefliment, having had neither through- 
out the day. Here they remained during the night, in the expeftation 
that the ftorm having been fo violent would be of ftiort duration ; but 
inftead of abating it increafed with incredible fury, and was' attended 
with heavy torrents of rain. The Indians, however, hafj ftolen away 
unnoticed; this led to an examination into the caufe oC^'eir. abrupt de- 
parture; and it was foon difeovered, that an axe thath^d been ufed the 
preceding evening was miffing, and which could not have been purloin- 
ed 



ed widiout the inexcufeable negligence of thofe who were upon watch ; 
a fault not eafily to be overlooked in fuch fituations, and 'which was 
properly noticed by Mr. Johnftone, who took fuch meafures as produced 
a very different conduft, in the perfons who had been thus inattentive to 
their duty, during the remainder of his excul fion. 

In the morning of the 3ifl; the w’ind and fca had greatly fubfided, 
but the rain ftill continued to be very heavy ; this however did not pre- 
vent the party from proceeding to the examination of tl'.e continental 
fhore, which, from the weft point of Snug-corncr cove, fttuated ac- 
cording to our obfervations in latitude 6o"45', longitude 213*48', takes 
firft a direction s. 17 e. four miles, and then eaft about five miles fur- 
ther; where, with great difiiculty and much hard labour, they arrived 
late in the afternoon. In Confequence of the wind blowing again with 
extreme violence from the eaftward, the fca broke heavily upon the fhore, 
and it was not without much difficulty that they effected a landing on a 
finall fhingly beach, between two projedling rocks, where they again 

hauled up their boal.s on the fhore. 

During the night Mr. Johnftone remarked that this florm blew with 
equal, if not greater, fury than he had ever before experienced, and 
the fuccecditig day w'as not much lefs tempefluous ; but on the 2d of 
June the wind in a great^^gree abated, though the rain, ftill continued 
with hPavy and gloom)Mveather. Their furvey was refumed along die 
cryitincntal fhore, which took adire6tion nearly parallel to port Fidalgo, 
reducing the intervening land to a narrow ftrip not more than three or 
four miles acrofs. As the day advjinced the weather became ferene and 
pleafiint, and they were enabled to afeertain the latitude, on a point in the 
direflion N.72r.. eight or nine miles from the point on which they 
had pa fled the laft florm, to be 60*45'; having now paffed fome diflance 
up another branch of the found, named by Sdh"- Fidalgo, Puerto Gra- 
vina. Rs northtweft fhore continued about four miles further in the fame 
line of direffion, and afforded fome fmall coves, with rocks and rocky 
iflets lying.oft ^^ Jt then fuddenly trended to the n.n.e. for about four 
mffes and an haJJ, where port Gravina terminated, and from whence they 
returned along its eaft and fouthern fh9res, which arc encumbered with 

iflets 



i66 

1794, 

June. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

I 

iflets and rocks. Early in the evening they reached the foulh-eaft point 
1/ of this branch in latitude 60* 41', longitude 214® to the fouth-wefl 
of which lies an ifland and alfo fome rocLs. Here the party relied for 
the night, and took the advantage of the finenefs of the evening to 
dry their clotlics and put their arms in order. In the morning of the 
3d they proceeded along the continental lliore, which, from the place 
where they had lall relied, took a direflion s. 30 e., two miles, and 
then llretchcd nearly call thirteen miles further. Within thefe limits are 
a bay, and a fmall branch, in which are feveral rocks and rocky illcts ; 
the lliores are in general low, ending in pebbly beaches, where Ihoal 
water extends fome dillance, and renders landing at low tide very un- 
plealant. 

The Ihores which they had juft traverfed from port Gravina formed the 
northern fide of an arm from four to fix miles wide ; but having reached 
the above extent, its width decreafed to lefs than two miles, where it 
took a N. N. E. direflion for fix miles, and then terminated with a lhallow 
flat at the head, in latitude 60*44', longitude 214*45'. This dillance 
w'as not accoraplilhed until breaklaft time on the 4th, nor had the parly 
been able to lee much about them in their palfagc up this arm, owing to 
the dark, gloomy, and rainy weather that had prevailed. The Ihores on 
cither fide were more fteep and rocky than iQ, the other arms they had 
examined on this excurfion, but the low grounc^at its head cxtcmled to 
a greater dillance before it reached the bafe of the mountains ; thefe wt re 
greatly elevated, rofe rather abruptly, and were covered wuth perpetual 
fnow. The produftions of the lower country were obferved to be fimilar 
to thole that have been fo repeatedly mentioned to the north-wclhvard 
of New Georgia. On their landing an old bear was difeovered nearly at 
tlte top of a pine tree, with two cubs ; the former immediately defeended 
■and made its efcape, but the young ones were lliot, and afforded ilicm 
an excellent dinner. The party however had fared to^ably wtJI on this 
expedition, having Ihot many wild fowl ; and on moll *th^ rocks w Ikuc 
they had landed, eggs had been procured in great nbm^lfhce. As tliey 
returncxl, a channel or opening was found to the eallward of thab by 
which tliey had. advanced; this was purfued in a diredion s. 25 w., un- 
der 
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der the impreffion that the intermediate land, forming the fouthern fide ' 79 i‘ 
of the other arm, was an ifland; and that, from the line wliich the conti- t 
nental Ihore then took, it would lead to a palfage which, on Mr. John- 
ftone’s former vifit to this found in the Prince of Wales of London, had 
been difeovered to feparate cape Ilinchinbrook from the main land by a 
channel, which, although only navigable for boats, was fufficient to an- 
fwer all our purpofes in tracing the limits of the continental boundary. 

This having always been a primary confideration with us, Mr. Johnflone 
entertained hopes of being able to profecute his furvey to the fullefl ex- 
tent I had pointed out, to which he was greatly encouraged by the favo- 
rable change the weather had affumed by the advanced ffate of the fca- 
fon, and by the long continuance of the very boifterous wcailier with 
which they had fo recently contended. But before they had advanced a 
league, after j)afring fome iflets that lie in the channel, their flattering 
profpect vanifiied,#the atmofphcrc refumed its threatening arpe6f, and 
by noon the caftcrly wintl, attended by a heavy rain, burft fuddenly upon 
tlicm, and blew very violently ; yet, under the cover of the eaflcrn fliore, 
they continued their route. Here they met twenty Indians in twelve fmall 
fkin canoes, a few of whom only vifited the boats; the others, who were 
bufilv employed in fifhing, did not vifit our party, and thofe who did, 
though they behaved in ^p^ery civil and orderly manner, were very un- 
willing to part with any fifli ; a fingle, halibut being all that could be 
obtained. 

Havinsr returned in the above dire6lion from the head of the arm about 
CMght miles, the party landed on an iflet lying clofe to the eaflern fliore, 
where tlicy faw land appearing like two fmall iflands, and feeming to bp 
fitualed at the fouth-we.fl entrance of the channel they were then pur- 
fiiing; but between tlie flation they had taken and thofe iflands, (it being 
low tide) a dry fand fceined to extend from fide to fide of the pafhige. 

Not doubting that tHeir furvey had hitherto been along the continental 
fhore, Mr. Johnflone was unwilling to abandon his obje61, without more 
pofitivc convifl^on of llie palfiige before them being clofed and iinpaf- 
•fable. For this purpofe they fleered over to the wcflern or oppofitc 
fliore, and on approaching within aboutdialf a mile of it, (the fliorcs be- 
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ing about half a league afunder) the depth of water fuddenly increafed 
to 3, 5, and 10 fathoms; thefe foundings were regular, clofe to the 
weftern, or ifland fide, and in a navigable channel lying s. 60 w., about 
half a mile in width; the Ihoal bank from the eallcrn or continental, fliore 
terminating there. This faft was afeertained by one of the boats, whilfl; 
Mr. Johnftonc in the other kept along xhe edge of the Ihoal bank until he 
reached the eafternmoft of the two iflands, which from the iflet they had 
quitted is about 9 miles diftant, and lies in a s. 54 w. direftion. To this 
place they had been conduced by two Ruflians, with whom they had met 
in their way; and on landing were received by eight others with every 
exprelTion of pleafure, indicative of their friendly and hofpitahlc incli- 
nations, though their poverty feemed to preclude the exercife of their 
good intentions. Their refidence at this ifland appeared to be of a 
temporary nature, fince the only flielter they had was under a large Ikin 
boat, refting with one of its gunwales on the ground, whilll the other 
was propped up by fticks at a fufficient height to admit their creeping 
under it. In this fituation did thefe ten Ruffians abide, clofe in the vici- 
nage of a large, village, containing not lefs than two hundred Indians; 
a party by much too numerous for our people to have ventured taking 
up their night’s abode fo near, had it not been for the confidence which 
the Ruffians repofed in them, and which provc^^not to be ill placed. 

Whilft our party was preparing for their night’s reft, the twclv^canoes 
which were feen in the morning arrived, and delivered to the Ruffians the 
produce of their day’s labour, confifting of about two dozen halibut, foine 
fmall fifiij and one very fine falmon. ■ The Ruffians immediately prefentert 
the falmon to Mr. Johnflone, and defired that his people would take fuch 
of the halibut and fmall fifh as they had occafion for; thefe very friendly 
offers were thankfully accepted, and they afforded the party a mofl excel- 
lent repaft, in which they were joined by their Ruffian friends. As the 
party were about to retire to reft, two large fkin ’canoes arrived, and 
paddled leifurely backwards and forwards in front of the village, finging a 
fong in flow time, which was accompanied by afbons’fimilar to thofe 
praftifed by moft of the North Weft American Indians on their viffting, 
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ftrangers. This party confided of about twenty in each canoe, which >794- 
circumdance at that time of night Mr. Johndone confidered as by no » \ — • 
means pleafant, and induced him to inquire which was the officer, or who 
was the principal perfon, of the Ruffian party ; but he found there was 
no fuch perfon amongd them, they being all either matroffes or com- 
mon failors, fent from their fettlement at Noocheek, that is to fay, port 
Etches, for the purpofe of coIle6ling furs. 

The new coiners, although making a very confiderable addition to 
the Indian party, produced no alteration in the conduct of the Ruf- 
fians ; this was very fatisfaflory to Mr. Johndone, and the fufpicions 
tliat had before been entertained intirely fubfided. One of thefe Indi- 
ans, who appeared to be a chief, delivered to the Ruffians a paper fold- 
ed up in the form of a letter, with ten fkins, nine of which appeared to 
be ‘licaver and one a fea otter fkin. 

Although a want of knowledge in the Ruffian language neceflarily ren ' 
dered mod of their inquiries inconclufive, yet they clearly underdood that 
the drangers had come immediately from Groofgincloofe, or Cook’s in- 
let, and that th^, with their canoes, had crojfed the ifthmus overland that 
feparates this found from Turnagain arm; but whether thefe Indians 
were the natives of this or that branch of the ocean could not be afeer- 
tained. 

The night was boiderous from the s.e., with very heavy rain. In 
th^ morning of the 5th the weather was more moderate, but unfortu- 
nately the grapnel of one of the boats being foul at the bottom, the 
boat grounded whild they w^ere endeavouring to weigh it ; and it being ebb 
tide they could not pafs over the dioal, fo that die w^as under the neceffity 
of remaining there until the returning flood. As their fit nation w^as notv be- 
fore the channel leading in an eaderly dirc 61 ion to the ocean, Mr. John- 
done proceeded with the other boat, in order to gain fuch information as 
might tend to facilitate their progrefs on the next tide ; and having ad- 
vanced as far as the fhoal and the falling tide would permit, he ob- 
ferved, that betwec'n the point to which they had traced the continental 
^diore, fituated in latitude 60" longitude 214" 29', (and w'hich, after 
Captain Witffied, of the navy, obtained the name of Point Wit shed-} 
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and IliiK Iiinbrook ifland, the fpace \eas occupied by a low uninterrupted 
barren kind as far as the eye could reach, being the continuation of the 
fhoal bank that they had traced ever fincc quitting the iflet on the preceding 
afurrnoon. This bank Teemed to be impafTablc, but as thefe obl'erva- 
tions were made at low water, a few feet only above the furface of an 
rxtenfive and nearly level traft of fands, Mr. Johnftone thought k 
not improbable that a channed for the boats iniglit be found winding 
through it into the ocean. He was confirmed in this opinion by the 
Rufiians on his return to the illand.; where, finding the othei boat in 
readinefs to depart, they took leave of their Ruffian friends, with many 
thankful expreffions for the kindneffes they had beftowetL Thefe Mr. 
Johnftone endeavoured to requite by a few trifling articles of traflic, 
which he conceived might be acceptable, and which were received with 
great pleafure by the Ruffians. 

• The wind ftill blew very ftrong from the s.e., attended with thick 
rainy weather, but the hopes of being yet able to profecute their rc- 
fcarchcs along the continental ffiore to the eaftward, induced them to 
continue in that purfuit towards the north-caft point of Hinchinbrook 
ifland (which obtained the name of Point Bf.ntinck) as the mofl 
probable means for finding the expefted boat pafl'age ; but on tlveir 
reaching that point Mr. Johnftone perceived, as he had done in titc 
morning, the continuation of the fand-bank, connrfling the land )u' 
w^s then upon with the continent ; with the only difference of its being 
partly dry, the tide not being quite fo low as before. To the eaftward 
tlie ocetyi Teemed to be very tempeftuous, and the fpace between point 
Bentinck and point Witflied was orcujjied by a tremendous furf that ren- 
dered any paffiigc at tliat-time impra 61 icable, though in more favorable 
weather it might probably be elfefted. 

The party had now been abfent ten days from the ftiip, which was 
the period for which they had been fupplied, and as the only means of 
carrying on the furvey of the exterior coaft was round by cape li inch- 
inbrook, a navigation far too extenfive for them to attempt with the 
remaining ftock of their provifions, anrf expofed to the ocean on an in- 
tirdy open coaft, they were, obliged, though with great reluftance, to 
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abandon that obje£l, and dirc£l their way towards home. In doing this >794' 

they pafled along the fhores of Hinchinbrook ifland, nearly in a weft ' — — y ' 

dire6lion> ftill doubtful whether the land, forming the north-weftern 
fide of the channel they had thus purfued, was an ifland, or only a penin- 
fula. Should however the former conjefture prove corrcfl, their paftage 
to the vcflels would be fhortened n\any leagues ; and to afeertain this fa6l 
they rowed until near midnight, when, having advanced about eight 
miles from point Bentinck, their labours were rewarded by reaching the 
weftern iide o£,the expefted paftage leading into the found, by a chan- 
nel about half a league wide and about two miles long, in which were 
fome iflets and rocks, with a fttoal lying before its northern entrance. 

The land in queftion was now proved to be an ifland ; from one to four 
miles wide, and about twenty miles long, in a north-eaft and fouth-weft 
dirbftion. This ifland obtained the name of Hawkins’s Isla.nd. 

. # 

After refting a few hours, early in the morning of the 6th they again 
fat off, but their progrefs was flow in confequence of a ftrong wefterly 
wind, almoft as adverfe to their returning as the eafterly ftorms had 
been to their advancing, but with the alleviation of more pleafant wea- 
tlicr. They pafled along the north-weft part of Hinchinbrook illand, 
which in a wefterly dire6lion is formed into coves, and frnall open bays ; 
in one of thefe they flopped to breakfaft. Here they found a crofs 
erefted, on which was inferibed, “ Carolus IV. Hifpan. Re.x. An. 1 79 ’^* 

“ p'D" Salvador Fidalgo.” The north- weft extremity of this ifland was 
reached about noon, when the latitude was obferved to be 6o® 30', its 
longitude 213” 54', about miles .nearly in a weft direflion ‘from the 
paftage they had pafled through the preceding night. This was only 
the fecond obfervatlon that had been obtained for the latitude during 
this expedition, but this fortunately happened to be at a confpicuous 
ftatlon, from whence they were able to correft the menfuration of the 
whole of their furvty, which otherwife muft have been liable to mate- 
rial error from the very inclement weather they had experienced. 

From this point the fhores, which w'ere indented into fmall coves, took 
.'a s. s. w. dircaion, about eight miles to the north-weft point of entrance 
into port Etches; which Mr.Johnftone had Inydirc£lionstovilit if circum- 
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fiances would permit him fo to do, in the hope of his being able to acquire 
fome geographical information from the Ruffians eftabhfhed in that place, 
whole habitation in the morning of file 7th they foOnd fituated in the 
north-weft part of that port. Here they were received by the principal 
perfon, Mr. Peter Colomenee, with every mark of polite cordiality that 
might have been expefted from a perfon in his fituation, and iutrufted 
with the direftion of an extenfive commercial eftablilhment. Mr. Colo- 
menee inftantly conducled the parly to the Ruffian refidence, which in 
inoft rcfpefts refembled that Mfhich I had vifited in Cook> inlet! though 
on a fmaller fcale. This however was better defended, as a galiot of 
about fcventy tons burthen was hauled on fhore, placed ereft, and 
formed nearly one fide of the fquare, within which their houfes were 
built ; the whole of which it overlooked, and commanded the adjacent 
country, which is a low narrow peninfula, to a confiderable diftahcc 
round. On board this vefTel fome Ruffians well armed conftantly re- 
fided, and on her decks fome fwivel and carriage guns were mounted ; 
and three of the latter were alfo feen at the entrance of the large com- 
mon dwelling-houfe. Here they were feated to breakfaft, confifting of 
boiled feals’ flefh, train oil, and a few boiled eggs, ferved np with a de- 
gree of neatnefs correfpondent to the delicacy of the articles of which 
the repaft was compofed. The flcin and moft of the hair were ftill ad- 
hering to the flefh of the feal, and the other articles not being very 
inviting to perfons accuftoraed to a different diet, Mr. Johnftone begged 
leave to add their portion of chocolate, beef and bread, to tlie breakfaft, 
which. was readily admitted, and to*which their Ruffian hoft did ample 
juftice. 

Mr. Johnftone obferved, that tliere were only a few Indians in the 
neighbourhood of this fettlement, but is of opinion that they have a 
conQdcrable village at the head of the port. The Ruffians were laid to 
amount to an hundred, who, with thofe eftablifhed' in the upper parts 
of Cook’s inlet, under Mr. Zikoff, were in the intereft of one particu- 
lar company of merchants, diftinfl from thofe under the dire£fion of 
Mr. Berrenoff, who they now underftood refided chiefly at the Kodiak ; . 
that his party extended their traffic principally along the exterior coaft 
2 of 
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of the peninfula, towards Montagu ifland ; that the accounts of the efta- 
blifhment under the authority of Mr. BerrenofF in Blying found were 
correft ; and that the Englifhman’s name who was employed there in 
building a Ihip, was Shields. 

From the relult o£ Mr. Johnftone’s inquiries, it did not appear that 
Ute Ruflians had formed any eUablilhrnent to the eaftward of this llation, 
but that their boats make excurfions along the exterior coaft as far as 
cape Suckling, and their galiots much further. In one of thefe expedi- 
tions a lerieus^ifpute Itad lately arifen with the natives of Admiralty bay ; 
but the particulars could not be learned. On Mr. Johnftone’s Inquiring 
for the chart of the Ruffian difcoveries in thefe regions, he found that 
Mr. Colomenee had no fuch thing in his polfeffion ; but he underftood that 
Mr. Smyloff, who commanded the galiot, was well informed, and Mr. 
Cdlomenee bttlieved that he pofleffed fome documents that would have af- 
forded Mr. Johnftone much fatisfaftion, had not that gentleman been ab- 
fent on an excurfion, by which means little interefting information could 
be obtained by this vifit ; not however refulting from an improper 
mode of dire 61 ing tlie inquiries on the one paft, or a difinclination to 
communicate on the other ; but from the infurmountable impediment 
which ha<l fo conftantly attended on all our inquiries, from the want 
of a common language, by which wc might have been enabled to com- 
prehend each others meaning. 

•During the day the weather was fair, but as the wind blew a ftrong 
gale from the weftward, againft which the boats could have made very 
little if any progrefs, Mr. Johnftone. was induced to prolong his ftay un- 
til the evening, at which time thefe winds generally fubfide. After 
dinner, to fiicw the fenfe he entertained of Mr. Colomenee’s cordial and 
attentive reception, and in return for the fervices our party had re- 
ceived ft oin the Ruffians at the Indian village, Mr. Johnftone prefented 
their hofpitable hoft with the few articles of traffic, and die fmall ftock 
of provifions they had remaining, amongft which was about half a gallon 
of rum. This appeared to be by far the moft acceptable part of the 
whole; and Mr. Coibmence laid, it was a great length of time ftnee he 
had pofleffed fuch a quantity of fpiritpous liquor; indeed, the imme- 
diate 
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(liate and intemperate ufe he made of it, foon proved it to be a fortunate 
circumftance that his fituation precluded him the indulgence of fuch 
luxuries. The inordinate defire in the lower clalTes of thefe people for 
fpirituous liquors is a notorious faft, and had been often exhibited in 
our Ihort intercourfe with thofe whom We had met with in this country ; 
but our gentlemen could not avoid being greatly hurt that a foreigner, 
capable of conducing himfelf in a manner that befpoke him worthy of a 
fuperior ftation, fhould have fo little efteem for himfelf, as to fall into 
the general error; efpecially as he was a man advanced^ in years, and 
whole previous deportment had very juftly intitled him to their refpe£l : 
he became in an inflant an objeft of their pity, and they were under the 
neceflity of taking their leave, whilft he was fo intoxicated as to be nearly 
in a ftate of infenfibility. • 

The wind, as had been expefted, fubfided about eight in the evening, 
*and die night was employed in rowing acrofs the found; in the morning 
the calm was fucceeded by a northerly wind with pleafant weather, which 
. brought them back to the velTels, as has been already ftated. 

A party of about twenty Rulfians vifited the ftiips on funday afternoon 
from port Etches, in one of their large (kin canoes, conduced by the 
fame perfon who had been the leader of the party that had vifited us 
amongft the ice in the upper part of Cook’s inlet. I underftood from 
him, that on his quitting the {hip they had proceeded up Turnagain arm, 
and from thence had croffed the ifthmus by land and gone to port Etches, 
where he had remained ever fince. He alfo gave me to underftand, 
that Mr. Colomenee would be with us in the morning, which took place 
agreeably to his information ; and with him came Mr. Ballufian, who 
brought the chart he had gone in quell of, and very politely allowed me 
to copy it. 

By the fuperfeription of this chart, it appeared to have been exe- 
cuted in the years 1789 and 1790, but we were unable to underfiand any 
thing furtlier of what was contained in its title, which was rather diflufe, 
and appeared to be as unintelligible to the Ruffians as to ourfelves : for 
they either could not, or would not read it over, no** did they inform us 
under what authority the chart had been conftru£led. The extent which 
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it comprehended was, on the Afiatic fliore, including the iea of Ochotfk, >794- 
from 50 to 63 degrees of north latitude ; the American coaft and iflands 
eaftward on the north pacific to Crofs found, and northward to Ihoal 
Nefs. On comparing this chart with Inch parts of the American coaft 
as had been furveyed^by Captain Cook, or feen by ourfelves, though it 
had not any great apparent pretenfions to accuracy, yet it was fatisfac- 
tory in certain particulars, with refpeft to which we had entertained 
Ibrne doubts; efpccially with regard to the coaft lying between cane 
Trinity taiy|j)oint Banks, which was reprefented in this chart as an ex- 
tenfivc group of illands under the denomination of Kodiak. The lar- 
geft of thefe extends from cape Trinity to cape Greville, where a repa- 
ration takes place between it and the land to the weftward of St. Her- 
mogencs iiland, wliich land the Ruffians call Fogniak ; and forms with 
the land to the fouthward what Captain Cook called Whitfuntide bay, 
but which is a paflage leading weftward into thofe ftraits that feparatc*^ ' 
the Kodiak from the continent, to the fouth-weftward of cape Douglas. 

Thcfc ftraits are delineated as being in general upwards of 10 leagues 
wide, free from interruption ; the land about cape Trinity forming their 
fouih-weft point of entrance. The parts thus deferibed, that had not 
been feen by us, I have incorporated into our charts, but 1 cannot take 
upon me to be anfwerable in any rerpett for their accuracy. This fur- 
vcy in many particulars varies very materially from that publilhcd by 
Mjr. Mearcs. 

The inclemency of the weather having prevented Mr. Johnftone frotn 
examining the exterior coaft, and having greatly delayed our bufinefs, 
efpccially in the carpenters’ department, .Mr. Puget received my orders 
to proceed with the (^latham, and to continue the furvey of the conti- 
nental Ihorc to port Mulgravc, where I directed him to remain until the 
ift of July ; but in the event of my not having arrived there before that 
lime, he* was then ^o proceed to Crofs found, with further inftruflions 
for his government. On this fervice the Chatham departed the next 
morning, as did our Ruffian friends, to whom I prefented an affortment Wr ir-i. n. 
of fuch articles as irytheir eftimation was moft valuable and ufeful, eon- 
fifting of culinary ulcnfils, iron, fteel, copper, axes, &c. with fome 
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faked provifions, bread flour, rum, and tobacco, all of which were ac- 
cepted with teftimonies of the moft grateful fatisfa 61 :ion. 

The cutter that had attended Mr. Johnftone being now at leifure, I 
employed the three following days in taking a flcetch of the harbour, and 
its adjacent fliores. During this interval the bowXprit was got in,’ and 
the fhip in all other refpe£l:s made ready for fea the inftant the other 
boat party (hould return. 

About noon on funday Mr. Whidbey arrived, . having completed the 
talk allotted to his labours, fo that by the joint exertiojxf -of the two 
parties, the furvey of this fpacious inlet had been fully accom- 
pliflied. 

In his paflage towards the fouth-weft point of the found Mr. Whid- 
bey vifited two bays on the fliores of Montagu ifland, one named by 
Mr. Portlock Hlmnings's bay, the other M’Leod’s harbour. I’he 
anchorage in thefe he reprefents as being very much expofed, 
and conftituting nothing more than ftopping places in navigating this 
channel. The points of both ought not to be approached too near, as 
lurking rocks are fituated at fome diflance from them. In croffing from 
Montagu ifland to the fouth-weft point of the found, much broken land 
was pafled, and confidered to be a clufter of high rugged iflands. This 
conjefturc was afterwards found to be well formed, as alfo that the point 
to which I have given the name of Cape Puget, was on the main land 
of the peninfula. This cape is fituated in latitude 59® 55', longitude ai 2® 
9^', and forms the weft point of a branch of the found leading to the 
northward; which I named Port. Bainbridge. Its oppofite point, 
which I call Point Elrington, is the fouth-wefternmoft part of the 
above high rugged clufter of iflands, lying from it eaft, five miles dif- 
tant. This is a high, fteep, barren promontory of fmall extent, con- 
netled to the ifland near it by a narrow ifthmus, which at that time was 
covered with different kinds of lea fowl. On the fome fide oT the port 
in a N.N.w. direftion, about five miles from point Elrington, is Point 
Pyke, rendered remarkable by its fugar-loaf form. Between thefe 
points are fome bays, and a large opening leading to the north-caft, 
with many rocks about the 'fliores juft above water; but the oppofite 
or weftern fide of the port is compa6l, although fomewhat indeiTitd 

with 
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with fmall bays and coves. To tlie north oC i)oini Pykc is a tolc- 'tm 
ral)!)' W'dl-fliekercd bay, furronnded on all fulcs by lofty ahnipt (novvy 
inounlains; and to the north of this was a fccond bay, and a narro.v 
opening leading to the north-eaft. The furvey was continued on the 
wcflern fhorc, in a channel in a nortlterly dirctlion, and b<'! vvccn two 
and three miles wide. On the 28th of may the party refled in a fmall 
cove; the night as well as the day was extremely unpleafanr, the wind 
having conftantly blown a ftrong gale from the n. k. e., with cold rainy 
weather. next morning a great fwell rolled from the oec.ui up the 

port, which terminated fix miles from their lall lleeping plai n in the lati- 
tude of 60“ 13-jh longitude 212" 12^-' by a fmall tratf of low 1 nr i ; oiT 
which, as well as its wcllern fliore, lie fome rocks and rocky illcts. On ihef; , 
altliough at the dilhince of eighteen miles from the entrance of the port, 
and'thewind blowing nearly in a dirctl line down the cliannel, the ica 
broke with fuch violence as rendered landing dangerous. Here the\- 
were met by a Iblitary Itidian, who accompanied them hack along the 
i-aftern fide of port Bainbridgc. This Ihore was found to be compact, 
until they reached the north point-of the narrow opening before noticed, 
which I have called Point Waters, lying in a clireHion from the head 
of tlie port S. I y K., diflant 8 miles, having (bme rocks and breakers before 
It. U'hel'o they pafled, and continued their refcarches up the opening which 
rook a direHion x. 50 e. ; where, having advanced about 5 miles, the tur- 
bulency of the weather obliged them to leek fome Iccun: retreat, and on 
reaching a fmall indifferent cove on the northern fide, the party Hopped, 
and were with dilfieukv able to ere£l one fmall tent, and to ‘make a 
fire, d’lie violence of the fiorm here was equal to what was experi- 
enced by Mr. Johndone and his party. It detained Mr. Whidbey until the 
i 11 of june, but its greatell force during his oxcurfion was about noon on 
the preceding day, when a very heavy guff brought down from a confi- 
dcrablc height on the* fide of the mountains, which are llecp to he w’ater’s 
edge, an irnmenlc mals of earth, trees, and frozen fnow. 1 his was at- 
tended by a moll tremendous iioile, and took place at a diihuiee not 
exceeding an liundrt'/A yards Ironi tlic fj)ot Avhere the whole part\' w'as 
iiflembled. It was wliilll they were (Ictauicd here lliat the accident had 
¥ol. III. A a luppencd., 
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*Im«5 happened, which in a great meafure had occafioned Mr. Whidbey’s 
« — former return. 

Conceiving, from the direftion of this opening, that it feparated the 
broken land l>efore mentioned from the main land,^ and that it communi> 
cated with the found to the north-eaflward, Mr. Whidbcy continudd his 
courfe in that diredion, acconipanied by the Indian who had been their 
guelt during the llormy weather ; and having proceeded about 6 miles 
further, nearly in the line before defcribed, they arrived in the found. The 
channel through which they had thus pafled, was in fome- 

thing lefs than a mile wide ; it is about 1 1 miles in length, there are feveral 
funken rocks in it; and its Ihoresare compofed of fteep rocky mountains. 

In the evening of the 3d, the party again readied the north-weft point 
of this paflage, which after Captain Countefs of the navy, obtained the 
name of Point Countess; it is fituated in latitude 60“ 13', longitude 
212° 3o|^' ; this forms alfo the fouth-eaft point of an arm leading to the 
north-weftward, up which their courfe was direded along the larboard 
or continental Ihore, palling many large pieces of floating ice, which 
were in great abundance in this part pf the found. Two miles to tlie 
north-weft of this point they reached the entrance of a fmall opening 
about a mile in width, that took a foutherly diredion, whe re they 
refted for the night. Early the next morning they again proceeded with 
thick rainy weather, and found this opening to be c«mpofed of two bays, 
that terminated about a league within its entrance. From lienee they 
fteered to the n. n. w., palling a bay on the weftern Ihore about a league 
wide, and about 44- miles deep, terminated by a compad body of ice 
that defeended from high perpendicular cliffs to the water fide, and fur- 
rounded by a country compofed of ftupendous lofty mountains covered 
with fnow. By this time Mr. Whidbey had advanced as far on the wef- 
tern fide of the found as to be oppofite to the anchorage of tlie velfels, 
about 9 leagues diftant in nearly an call and weft diredion. This fpace 
is occupied by land much broken, through which, befides an open- 
ing then before them leading to the nprth-eaft, there were two otliers 
that they had palfed by leading to the north warch;^ From the north of 
this icy bay the continental fttore ftretched N.30W., about fix miles up 

a ft»^l 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


179 


a fmall branch, which there turned fliort to the fouthward, and tcrmi- > 794 - 
nated about a league further in a circular bafon, full of rocks, fome ' — 
above and others beneath the furfacc of the water. From this bafon 
the party returned along the northern fhore, which led them to a point, 
in the opening laft mentioned extending to the north-eaft, in latitude 60" 

20', longitude 212° 26'. This pafl^ige, which may be confidered as com- 
mencing at the north point of Icy bay, is there about two miles wide, and 
was found to extend in a direftion n. 42 e. for miles, where it com- 
municat^''>itil»_the moft weftern of the other two openings before alluded 
to, making the land on the eaftern fide of this paflage (which from the great 
number of rocks in it is navigable only for boats and canoes) an illand 
about 3^ leagues long, ^n the weftern fide of this are two fmall branches, 
each about a mile wide, and 4 miles long, lying in a north-weft direc- 
tion, in which were alfo an immenfe number of rocks. The fhores of 
the main land continued in the direftion of the palTage, about a league 
and a half beyond the moft northern of thefe branches, to a point from 
whence the continental ftiore took a direftion n. 27 w. ; this point ob- 
tained the name of Point Nowell, and is lituated in latitude 60® 27', 
longitude 212® 42^^'. They quitted this about noon on the 5th ; and after 
having advanced about 1 1 miles along a very rocky coaft, with fome 
iflets lying off from it, the party arrived at the fouth point of entrance 
into an opening on the main land; its oppofite point lying in the above 
dir«6lion about two miles further : the ftiores tliat were thus traverfed 
broke into fmall bays, lined by innumerable rocks, and expofed to the 
whole range of the north-eaft fwell in the found, from which quarter a 
very heavy fea broke v^ith great violence, and rendered its navigation, 
even for boats, highly dangerous. 

This opening confifted of three fmall branches, two of them taking a 
foutherly^ and the third a north- wefterly courfe. Having afeertained the 
extent of this opening, the coaft was found to ftretch from if nearly north, 
rounding a little to the eaftward, to a point that has received the name of 
Point Culross, fituated in latitude 60” 45', and longitude 212® 32', and 
^lafling an ifland abon^ a league from the fliorc, about four miles long, in a 
north- weft direftion. This point formed the fouth-weft point of an opening 
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Y^ 4 - about 2^ miles wide, taking a diredion N. 30 w.; but as they advanced 
J-y— — ' between thefe points of entrance, the opening divided into two very ex- 
tenfivc branches, one taking nearly a northerly, the other a wefterly di- 
re6lion; the latter firll claimed the attention of the party. Along its 
fouthern fliore, about four miles and a half from point Culrofs, they came 
to a bay about a league and a half \vide, and about 3 miles deep, in a 
fouth direftion, where it was terminated by a fimilar boundary of ice and 
frozen fnow as before deferibed, reaching from a compaft body of lofty 
frozen mountains to the water’s edge. Here it wt|fik,r^H!gular that 
the (hores between thefe icy bays were moftly compofed of a border 
of very low land, well wooded with trees of the pine and alder tribes, 
ftretching from the bafe of ftupendous raountaiflr into the fea. At the 
weft point of this bay, which I have called Point Cochrane, they 
took up their night’s abode, and found it to form the fouth point of a 
branch leading to the weftward, and lying in a direftion from point 
Culrofs, N. 77 w., at the diftance of 8 miles; the oppolite, or north 
. point of entrance, lying n. n. e., half a league diftant. This branch, on 
the morning of the 7th, was found divided into two ; the firft about 2 miles 
wide, took a direftion from point Cochrane, s. 68 w., 2} leagues ; the 
other extended from the lame ftation weft 13 miles, and then terminated 
in a direftion s. 33 w., about 4 miles further; its general width from 
half a league to two miles and an half. Although Mr. Whidbey had 
every reafon to prefume that his examination had hitherto been direfted 
along the continental ftiore, yet from tlie very extraordinary manner in 
which we had found the coaft of North Weft America divided, he could 
not help entertaining Ibme doubts, until he arrived at the north-weft ex- 
tremity of this branch, fituated in latitude 60" 48', longitude 211" 52'. 
Here they had approached within twelve miles in adireftion s. 60 w. of 
the fpot where Mr. Whidbey had ended his examination of Turna^ain arm. 
The intermediate fpace was the ifthmus fo frequently alluded to before, 
on either fide of which the country was compofed of what appeared 
to him to be lofty, barren, impaftable mountains, enveloped in perpe- 
tual fnow ; but the ifthmus itfelf was a valley of ft me breadth, which, • 
though it contained elevated land, was very free from fnow, and appeared 
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to be perfeftly eafy of accefs; a little to the eaftward of this valley, a «794. 
rapid flream of frcQi water rulhed down a gully in the lofty mountains, ■ * 

and found its way to the lea through a margin of low land extending 
from the bafe of the mountains, and producing pine trees, cranberries, 
and a few other fhrubff. On the weftern point of entrance into this brook 
was a fmall houfe, about five feet high, and eight feet fquare, covered in 
with bark, not built after the Indian, but evidently conftrufted after the 
Ruffian manner ; formed by logs of timber, and made tight by the va- 
cancies IxTlJ^iUed up with mofs and clay ; the bottom was ftrewed over 
with clean dried grafs, and appeared not only to have been recently in- 
habited, but to be a place of frequent refort. 

This houfe, and the general appearance of the country, removed 
every doubt of their fituation being then on the eaftern fide of that pals, 
by which the Ruffians maintain a communication between their fcttle- 
ments in thefe two extenfive inlets. Mr. Whidbey however, for his 
further fatisfaftion, was very defirous of finding the road or path by 
which the intercourfe was carried on ; and although he was unfuccefsful 
in afeertaining this, yet it did not appear to him that any particular 
track was neceffary, as the valley has a tolerably even furface, was nearly 
deftitute of any vegetable produ6lions, and was equally paffable in all 
direflions. Its fituation and charafter correfponded alfo with the deferip- 
tion of it given by the Ruffians, and Mr. Whidbey ’s menfuration agreed 
netfrly with the diflance aerdfs as flated by them, namely, about fixieen 
verfls. Coincidences fo conclufive were confidered by him as fufficiently 
fiitisfaftory, without croffing the ifthmus for more fully determining the 
point in queftion, which was now placed beyond all doubt ; nor could it 
be neceffary for attaining the principal objeft of our voyage, that a 
more minute examination fhould be made of this ifthmus, or of the 
fliores of the intervening peninfula between Cook’s inlet and prince 
William’s found. 

This branch received the name of Passage C.\nal; and the party 
having finifhed their ncceflary obfervations, dined by the fide of the above 
•brook. Part of the^f repall confifted of two porcupines, which were re- 
prefented to refemblc rabbits in tafle. Herfe they alfo fliot a third, but its 
^^ttluvia was fo intolerably oflenfive that no ufc could be made of it ; the 
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largeft of the three weighed about 25 lb. ; fuch of their quills as were 
hard, and in a perfe£l {late, did not exceed fix inches in length, al- 
though they had others much longer, but thele were foft and of no 
flrength. 

In their way up PafTage canal, the ptogrels of the party had been much 
retarded by a ftrong wellerly wind, and they had no fooner fat out on 
their return than the wind (hifted, and blew equally ftrong from the 
caftward, which obliged them to be continually rowing until ten at night 
before they f cached the entrance; here they relied fbr.tfcfli^ght in a 
fmall bay, about half a league to .the north of the north point of en- 
trance into the canal, which I have called Point Picot, after one of 
the young gentlemen who generally attended Mr. Whidbey on thefe 
excurfions ; it is fituated in latitude 60° 47^', longitude 212® 16 ^'. Early 
in the morning of the 8th the examination of the continental fhore was 
refumed ; it forms the weftern fide of the northern branch of this arm 
before alluded to, and which in a dire6lion n. 30 e. is about 4 miles 
wide. The continental fide of this branch is compofed of a ftupendous 
range of fnowy mountains, from whofe bafe low projefting land ex- 
tends, jutting out into points, and forming the fhores, which were thinly 
wooded with dwarf pines and ftunted alders. 

At one of the points where the party had occafion to land, a fcpul- 
chrc was difcovered ; Mr. Whidbey, in the courfe of this excurfion, had 
obferved fimilar monuments before, but they were all fo old, decayed, 
and mutilated, that it was not an eafy matter to determine exaftly for 
what fpecific purpofe they had been originally intended; but it was 
now proved that their conjc£iures had been rjghtly formed. This 
tomb being of more recent 'date, Mr. Whidbey had it examined ; a hole 
was found dug about a foot deep, five feet long, and four feet wide ; at 
the bottom were ibme thin planks, and acrofs them, nearly in the middle 
of the grave, two pieces of wood were placed about u foot afuiider, and 
about nine inches thiek, between which were depofited the remains of a dead 
body, rolled up in a feal fkin, and carefully tied with thongs of the fame 
material. Thefe remains confifted of fome alhes^nd calcined bones, 
which were concluded to be hui^an ; and as all the parts of the grave 
2 {hew^ 
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(hewed evident (igns of the aflion of fire, it is natural to infer, that con- 
funning their dead by fire is the praftice of the inhabitants. The relifls ^ ’ 
thus depofited were covered over with another plank, over which were 
ftrewed (tones, mofs, and fome old broken paddles. The dire£lion of 
the grave was nearly north and fouth, with a fmall pole about eight feet 
long erefted at its fouth end. The curiofity of the party having been 
thus fatisfied, every thing was re(l6red to its former (late, and they pro- 
ceeded towards another low projefting point (till on the larboard or 
contineilta^flwre, in a direction n. 63 k. from this fpot, and at the diftance 
of three miles. * Between thefe points a bay is formed, about a league 
and a half deep towards the n. n.w., in which were feen feveral (hoals 
and much icc; the termination of this bay is bounded by a continuation 
of the abov range of lofty mountains. On this fecond low projeffing 
point, which Mr. WhiJbey called Point Pa ken ham, the latitude was 
obferved to be 60® ,59^^ its longitude 212® 29'. The width of the arm at 
this (lation was reduced to 2 miles, in which were feveral half concealed 
rocks, and much floating ice, through which they purfued their examina- 
tion, to a point at the diftance of 3 miles along the weflern fliore, which 
(till continued to be compaft, extending n. 30 E. ; in thfs direftion 
they met fuch innumerable huge bodies of ice, fome afloat, others lying 
on the ground near the fhore in 1 o or 12 fathoms water, as rendered 
their further progrefs up the branch rafh, and highly dangerous. This 
was however, very fortunately, an objeft of no moment, fince before their 
return they had obtained a diflinfl view of its termination about 2 
leagues further in the fame direflion, by a firm and compafl body of ice 
reaching from fide to fide, and greatly above the level of the fea; be- 
hind which extended fhe continuation of the fame range of lofty moun- 
tains, whole fummits feemed to be higiter than any that had )'et been 
feen on the coaft. 

Whilft at dinner in this fituation they frequently heard a very loud 
rumbling noife, not unlike loud, but diflant thunder ; firnilar founds had 
often been heard when the party was in the neighbourhood of large bo- 
dies of ice, but they Jiad not before been able to trace the caufe. They 
* now found the noiff to originate from imrpcnfe ponderous fragments of 
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| 79 i* ice, breaking off from the higher parts of the main body, and falling 
from a very confiderable height, which in one inftance produced fo vio- 
lent a fliock, that it was fenfibly felt by the whole party, although the 
ground on which they were was at leaft 2 leagues from the fpot where 
the fall of ice had taken place. Mr. Whidbey obferved, that a large 
portion of the few trees that this defolate and dleary region produced, 
had been much {battered by the late .ftormy weather; fome were torn up 
by the roots, others bent to the ground, and fome with their heads intirely 
broken off. After dinner they returned down this branch alon^ts eaftern 
fide, which like die oppofite Ihore is firm and convpafETuntil they 
reached a narrow opening lying fouth, 4 miles diilant from the fccond 
low projefting point. This opening led them through a narrow paflTage, 
in fome places a mile in others not a quarter of a mile wide, and in an 
irregular direftion about s. 39 e., and about 3 leagues long, to a point on 
the continent communicating with the found, and making the land on 
the weft fide of this paffage an ifiand about ten miles long, and four 
miles broad ; its fouth point being the north-eaft point of entrance into 
the arm leading to PalTage canal. Here they refted for the night, and in 
the morning of the 9th continued their inquiry along the fliores of the 
continent, which took, though irregularly, about an e. n. e. direftion, 
ten miles to the fouth-weft point of an arm, which I called Point 
Pellew, leading to the northward, where the obferved latitude was 
60“ 51', longitude 212*57'. The fhores that compofe this extent of 
coaft are formed by a low border of land, extending from the bafe' of 
the mountains, much indented with fmall bays, and at high tide great- 
ly interfe6;ed by water; it produces -a few dwarf trees, and other infig- 
nificant vegetable produ6lions; and like the othern parts of the continent 
bordering upon the found, is bounded by finall iflands, iflets, and rocks, 
extending into the found as far as they were able to difeern, and which 
rendered the progrefs of the boats tedious and intricate. Here they 
were vifited by a fmall party df the native Indians, who conduced them- 
felves with great friendlinels, and very civilly invited our gentlemen to 
their habitations, which they pointed out to be not far off; but Mr. 
Whidbey’s objeft leading him another way, they'^utually bade each ' 
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other farewell, and as our party proceeded, this arm was found to take 
a north direftion, in general about a league wide, and to terminate at 
the dihance of about 4 leagues, at the foot of a continuation of the 
range of lofty mountains before mentioned. Its upper parts were much 
incumbered \vith ice,, as were both the eaftern and weflern fides with 
innumerable rocks, and fome illets. In the evening they reached a 
point, which lies n. 83 e., at the dillanceof 8 miles from the above fouth- 
weft point of the arm they had quitted ; litre the party refted for the 
night. Al!K;*tt .two the next morning (the 10th) their repofe was dif- 
turbed by four Indians, who had hruck a large halibut, that occafioned 
them fome trouble to fecure, very near the place of their lodging ; this 
was at length very dexteroufly effefted, and the interruption expe- 
rienced was amply compenfated by the filh which they purchafed ol’ 
the Indians, and which afforded the party feveral good and acceptable 
meals. 



At four o’clock, the ufual time of moving, Mr. Whidbey proceeded 
along the continental fhore, through a paffage half a league wide, formed 
by the fhores of the main land and an ifland lying along it, about a 
league broad and feven miles long, in a direftion n. e. by e. Nearly 
in the middle of this paffage is a bay about 2 miles wide, and of the fame 
depth. This bay, which has its northern point fituated in latitude 60” 
56^', longitude 213" 25', is the weflern extent of Sen*^- Fidalgo’s refearch- 
es dn this found, and was named by him Puerto Revilla Gigedo. To 
the eaflward of this is another bay of rather larger dimcnfions, with an 
ifland in its north-eafl corner. It is a circumflance not unworthy of re- 
mark in thefe bays, fo near as they are to each other, the former pre- 
fenting a fouth-eafl, the latter a fouthern afpeft ; and that the wcflernmofl 
fhould be nearly free from ice, whilfl the eaflernmofl, with a full fouth 
expofure, fhould be terminated by a folid body of compaft elevated ice, 
ftmilar to that width has been before ’deferibed, both being equally 
bounded at no great diflance by a continuation of the high ridge of fnowy 
mountains ; as they pafled the eaftern bay they again heard the thunder- 
like noife, and fotiiv/ that it had been produced by the falling of the large 
pieces of ice that appeared to have bcen.very recently feparatc <1 from the 
Vo L. III. Bb mafs 
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mafs extending in vaft abundance aci'ofs the pafliige towards the north-eaft 
— ' point of the ifland, infomuch that it was with great difficulty the boats 
could effe£l a paflage. By noon Mr.Whidbcy reached the weft point, (call- 
ed by me Point Fremantle,) of the entrance into Puerto de Valdes, 
fo named by Sen'' Fidalgo, where the latitude was-obferved to be 6o"57', 
longitude 213" 34'; from this point the arm or port abounding with roTcks 
took a direftion n. 33 e., for 12 miles; where a fmall brook, fupplied by 
the diffolving of the ice and fnow on the mountains, flowed^ into the 
arm, which about 3 miles from thence terminated in sutf'^eafterly di- 
reflion, in latitude 61" 7', longitude 213“ 56'. The head of this branch 
of the found is under the fame parallel, and is expofed exaflly to the 
fame foutherly afpeft, as that in which the party had beheld the great 
fall of ice ; and although thefe conftitute the northern limits of the found, 
yet in this branch no ice had been feen, notwithftanding it is terminated 
by fliallow water at its head, and is furrounded by firnilar fteep frozen 
mountains. The firft icy bay they met with was open to the caft and 
s. E., nearly a degree to tlie fouth of the head of this branch, and the 
fecond in the arm leading to PaflTage canal was expofed to the north ; but 
in the bays on the fouthern fide of that canal no ice was feen, fo that it 
was not an eafy matter to account for its jiartial appearance. 

Early in the morning of the 11th they returned along the caftern fide 
of Puerto de Valdes, which is from half a league to a league in width ; 
the Ihores are indented by fome fmall bays, and lined with rocky iffets 
and rocks. In this route they arrived at a point on the continent, lying 
from the* weft point of entrance intb the pfort s. 85 e., diftant 4^ miles ; 
where they found an opening about a mile widetthat ftrctched s. 33 e., 
and formed a paflage about 7 or 8 miles long, between the continent and 
an ifland lying n. 19 w. and s. 19 e., 7 miles in length, and about 2 
miles in breadth. Thefe fhores, like thofe which the party had lately navi- 
gated, abounded with rocks ancl rocky iflets ; and on reaching the fouth- 
ern part of this paflage, it evidently appeared to be the fame mentioned 
by Captain Cook on the 17th of may 1778, which the raafter of the Rc- 
folution had been fent to examine, and that Puerto de Valdes was the* 
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arm that had cccafioned at that time a difference of opinion in Lieutenant 
Gore and Mr. Roberts. 

The fouth point of this, which is Bligh’s ifland, being the flation from 
whence Mr. Johnftone had commenced his furvey, completed the exami- 
nation of the whole of prince William’s found, as it refpefted the boun- 
daisy of the continent; but the numerous Ulands, iflets, rocks, and 
fhoals, which are contained within ‘this fpace, being confiderfld as fecon- 
dary obje6ls, did not fall within the limits of our fervice for accurately 
afcertaiift«g or delineating ; yet thefe have been noticed with every de- 
gree of circumfpeftion, that circumftances, and the nature of our re- 
fcarches, would allow, without fwerving from our principal objeft, viz. 
the ftirvey of the Jhore of the continent. For this rcafon I ihall here con- 
clude the report of Mr. Whidbey’s excurfion, notwithftanding that he 
examined port Fidalgo ; but as no new matter occurred to him, it is un- 
neceffary to recapitulate the former obfervations ; and as we had no fur- 
ther bufinefs to detain us any longer in this lituation, we prepared to 
take our departure, having during our ftay made the following allrono- 
mical and tfautical obfervations. 

By the rate of the chronometers as afeertained at the head of Cook’s 
inlet, the longitude of port Chalmers was (hewn to be, on the 26th of 
may, by Kendall’s chronometer, - - ‘ - 2 13“ 30' 20" 

By Arnold’s. No. 14, - - - - 213 22 50 

, Ditto 176, - . - - - 213 21 20 

On the 9th of June Kendall’s chronometer Hopped, but on applying 
a gentle horizontal motion, it was a^ain put into aftion. 

From the 26th of may to the 10th of June, No. 14, and No. 176, 
were found to be goin*g nearly at the fame rate as afeertained in Cook’s 
inlet; hence the longitudinal dillance between Cook’s inlet, and port 
Chalmers, may be confidercd as pretty correftly afeertained ;• but as an 
alteratiorf was obferved to have taken place in their rate of going after 
that time, the feveral rates of the chronometers were afeertained by re- 
peated good obfervations, made from the 10th to the 16th of June, both 
.days inclufive; and /s the true longitude of port Chalmers, was found 
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by fubfeqiicnt obfervations to be 213® 22', No. 14 was on the 16th of 
junc, found to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, 4'’ 13' 47" o'" 

And to be gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of 23 

No. 176 was faft of mean time at Greenwich, 9 20 46 

And to be gaining On mean time per day, at the rate of, 51 * 4 ^ 

Kendall’s was faft of mean time at Greenwich, 8 41 41 o 

And gaming on mean time per day, at the rate of, 26 50 

The latitude of port Chalmers was found tobe 60“ i6' 

I’he variation by four ctmipafiesj and thirty fets of ob- 
fervations ; differing from 26“ 56'# to 30® 9' ; fhewed the 
mean refult, to be - - - * 28 30 cafterly. 

The vertical inclination of Jhe magnetic needle, 

Marked end, North Face Eaft, . - - yy® 30' 

Ditto ditto Weft* - - - 77 5 ® 

Ditto South Face Eaft, . . . y6 

' Diiti^ ‘ Ditto ■ Weft* - .1 . yy 

The ’mean httelination of the marine dipping needle, 77 H 

At port Chalmers a confiderable difference had been obferVed between 
the ni^t and day ridei ; tii'e former during the fprings rofe thirteen feet, 
four inches; Svffereas the fatter did not rife more than twelve feet one inch ; 
and it was alfo found to be high water about ah hour after the moon had 
pafled the meridian. 


CHAPTER ' 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Quii prince William's found — Geographical and other objervations f^peEl- 
ing the adjacent country and its inhabitants — Proceed in the examination 
of the 'exterior coajl — Pafs port Mulgrave— Intelligence received of the 
furvey having ‘‘been completed to that Jtation by the Chatham — Arrive in 
Qrofs Joined by the Chatham there* 


1 HAD fully intended laying the Difcovery on fhore in this harbour, junt! 
for the purpofe of examining, and if neceflary, of repairing her bottom ; ^ 
but the rife and fall of the tide was too inconfiderable for that purpofe, 
without very materially lightening the fhip; an operation that would have 
taken up more time than could conveniently be fparcd ; and, without much 
labour in clearing a place in the woods, a fituation could not be procured 
fit for the reception of luch articles, as' it would have been nccelfary to 
have landed : in addition to thefe circumftances, the intemperate weather 
on our firft arrival greatly militated againft fuch operations ; and this be- 
ing fucceeded by the neap tides, induced me wholly to give up the de- 
fign, which I now began to confider more as a matter of curiofity, than 
as an objetl of real necelfity. 

The wind blowing a moderate breeze right into the harbour from the Monday i6'. 
s. w. attempts were made to warp out againfi; it to the entrance, wh^re 
this wind would hav^ been fav6rable to our purfuit; but our ropes for 
this fervice were too much worn to fuftain the weight of the fhip, and they 
broke on our lirll trial. The s. w. wind continuing, detained us until 
three in the morning of the 17th, when, on a calm fucceeding, the Ihip Tucrdav i^. 
was towed to the entrance of the port ; where about feven o’clock we 
o were 
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* 79 i‘ were met by a ffenlle breeze from the s. w. to which we fpread all our can- 

JutiC* ' ^ , * 

V — ^ — ) vas, and directed our courfe for mid-channcl, between Green and Mon- 
tagu iflands ; but in Otir route a funken rock foon (lopped our progrefs 
by the (hip ftriking upon it, and having at that time a falling tide, flie 
remained faft. We had come very fuddenly and unexpeftedly into this 
unpleafant (ituation, as the man at the lead had fcarcely announced his 
lad foundings, which were at lo fathoms, when the (liip ftruck; I had 
alfo founded myfelf, and had found not lefs than from g to lo fathoms 
in every direflion round this rock, but had unluckily milTed fpot on 
which the (hip now lodged, which had neither weeds nor any other in- 
dication of its exiftence ; nor does it occupy a greater extent than a 
(ix or eight oared boat in any direftion. The (Itip reded nearly on 
its highed part, and at low water, the depth clofe to her bow was only 
twelve feet ; whild we had 5 fathoms under the main chains, and 7. fa- 
thoms depth of water, under her dern. The water quitting the (hip’s 
bows afforded us an opportunity of replacing much of the copper that 
had been tom o(F bv the ice. About eleven o’clock the return of the 
flood tide relieved us from this embarraffment, without our having, ap- 
parently, received any damage. 

The wind being faint and baffling from the wedern quarter, with a 
flight current fetting on the (hores of Montagu ifland; prevented our fail- 
ing; but we employed the afternoon in warping further into mid-channel, 
clear of diis line of funken rocks. Here we anchored in 21 fathoms 

I 

water, muddy bottom; about a mile and three quarters from the diores 
of Montagu ifland. The fouth point of port Chalmers bore by cora- 
pafs s. 80 E. ; the north-wed point of Montagu ifland, n. 1 1 w. ; and the 
north point of Green ifland, n. 76 w. In this (ituation a few cod and 

Wednef. i8. halibut Were taken during the night, and on wednefday morning calm 
ra^y weather prevented our moving until late in the forenoon ; when 
with a light breeze from thS e. n.e. wC proceeded, and having palTed 
to the northward of the north PalTage rock, no foundings were gainetl 
with the hand line; but about half a league from the north-wed point of 
Montagu ifland the depth was 65 fathoms, raucUy bottom : from this 
point a ledge of rocks extends about half a mile.' As wc failed along 

the 
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the north-eaft fide of the ifland, it feemed to be divided into bays, or founds ; 
two of which appeared to be capacious, but from each of their points of 
entrance, rocks were feen to extend a confiderable diftance ; fomeof which 
were level with, and others juft {hewed their heads above the furface of 
the fea. In thefe openings fimilar obftrutlions were noticed ; and as this 
fide of Montagu ifland is greatly expofed to the influence of the prevail- 
ing winds, great caution ought to be obferved in navigating near its 
fhores, until a more minute examination may point out the fituation of 
the latent dangos, of which we were unable to procure any further in- 
formation, than that, of barely feeing that fuch did exift ; for as the wind 
veered to the fouth ward, it led us from thefe rocky fhores, whilft it ena- 
bled us to fetch well over towards cape Hinchinbrook : in this route 
were obferved many riplings and agitations of the iea, as if it were flow- 
ing over fliallow places ; but we gained no bottom with the hand line in 
palfing through feveral of them. 

As the night approached, the wind became light and variable, with al- 
ternate calms, thefe together with the flood tide, about three in the 
morning, fat the ftiip dircftly towards the north point of entrance in- 
to port Etches; where, with too fathoms of line, no bottom could be 
reached within about a quarter of a mile of the Ihorc, on which the fea 
broke with confiderable violence. Fortunately however, whilft in this 
very unplcafant predicament from which wc polfefTed no refources of 
extrication, a breeze fprang up from the n. e., juft fufficient to enable us 
to ftem the current, and relieved us from all apprehenfions of danger. 
This breeze was foon fucceeded by calms and light fouthrrly airs, which 
towards noon, with the alfiflance of the flood tide, drove us into the en- 
trance of port Etches, without our being able to refift their influence ; 
and as I knew the flood would continue until near five o’clock ; we bore 
away for anchorage, but gained no bottom until we had pafl'cd the rt)cky 
iflets that lie on the north-weft fide within the entrance, and were nearly 
abreaft of the lagoon within which the Ruffians have their eftabliflimenr. 
We anchored in 31 fathoms water, the lagoon bearing by cornpafs 
20 w. at the diftar/e of half a mile ; the head of the harbour x. 29 e. ; 
and the points of entrance s. 3 w. and s.* 25 w. 
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< After dinner, I went on fhore accornpanied by fome of the officers, and 

* — was received by Mr. Colonienee and Mr. Ballufian, with all the friendlinefs 
and hofpitality which the poverty of their fituation permitted them to ex- 
hibit. Here we were introduced to another gentleman named SmylofF, 
who prefided over the maritime part of this mercantile company, and who 
had under his dire£iions, thegaliot mentioned by Mr. Johnftone as form- 
ing the fide of the inclofure, in which their habitations are built clofe*to the 
landing place at the Ruffian fa6iory ; with two others of fimilar burthen. 

This gentleman having heard of our arrival in Cook’s inlet, he had gone 
thither for the purpofe of paying us a vifit, but had been difappointed of 
his objefl by our departure from thence, and he had been returned only 
a few days. His route had Ijeen over the ilUimus, and he deferibed Pafl’agc 
canal to be the very place we had fuppofed it to be. He Hated, that the 
Chatham had’ failed out of the found on the 1 2th of the month w'uh a 
favorable breeze, and that fince her departure a brig had palTed up the 
found lleering towards Snug-corner cove. We fpent a (hort time in view- 
ing thefe premil'es, which afforded little worthy of attention befides what 
has already been deferibed. On our return, wc were accompanied on 
board by Mr. Ballufian and Mr. Smyloff; the former after fupper re- 
turned to the fliore, but Mr. Smyloff remained with us until we were 
clear of the port ; which from light and variable winds we did not effect 
Friday 20. Until near noon on the 20th; when an excellent obfervation was pro- 
cured, which (hewed the latitude by three obfervers to be 60" 18^'. Cape 
Hinchinbrook at tliis time, bore by compafs s. 36 e., diftant 2 miles. 
This promontory, according to the' refult of our calculations, is fituated 
in latitude 66® 16^', longitude 213" 56'. » 

Mr. Pdget having received in(lru6lions to examine the coaft minutely 
from hence to port Mulgrave, my attention was only direfted to fixing the 
line of the intermediate external headlands, until any navigable branches 
of the fea (hould be found between thofe limits. ' For this purpofe we 
embraced the advantage of the favorable weftern breeze then prevailing, 
and fleered towards the fouth point of Kaye’s ifland. Our time being thus 
uninterellingly employed, I (hall fill the vacant Wge by making a (ew 
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remarks on fuch circumftances as had recently occurred, but had not 
found a place in the narrative of our tranfaftions. 

I cannot avoid making feme obfervations on the difference in the deli- 
neation of prince William’s found, as reprefented in Captain Cook’s laft 
voyage, and the refult of our late examination, particularly with refpeft 
to Montagu ifland, which is therein deferibed to be (even miles longer, 
and to be placed ten miles more to tlie fouthward, than we found to be its 
fituation and extent. 

The wbft point of Snug-corncr cove is alfo placed five miles to the fouth 
of the obfervations of Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Johnflone, which agreed • 
very accurately together. In a direflion s. 50 w., diftant 7 miles from 
cape Hipchinbrook, and nearly at the fame diftance from the fliorcs of 
Montagu ifland, is a barren, flat, rocky iflet, with feveral rocks lying at 
a fi»all diflance from it. Of this iflet no notice is taken cither in the 
chart or hiflory of that voyage, notwithflanding it was then feen, and its 
fituation afeertained to be nearly as we now found it, by thofe who were 
at that time on board the Difeovery. The obfervations alfo that were 
made by them for afeertaining the latitude of the weft point of Snug- 
corner cove and Montagu ifland, correfponded very nearly with our pre- 
fent calculations. Befides thefe, I have in other inftances detefted fome 
errors which are evidently of the prefs ; but it is a circumflancc not eafily 
to be reconciled with fuch high geographical authority, that the above- 
mentioned errors fltould have taken place in the conflruftion of the 
chart ; and notwithflanding that I entertain the higheft refpcfl and venerra- 
tion for the Right Reverend and lear^ied editor of thofe volutnas. a cl I 
am of opinion, that had Captain Cook furvived to have fuperintended the 
])ublication of his own labours, thefe errors would have been rectified; 
and I am led to believe, that they mufl have arifen from fome writing, or 
authentic document, relative to this particular part of jiis refcarclies, hav- 
ing been Idftor miflakl. This opinion is founded on the great deficiency 
of nautical information in the hiflory of that voyage, refpefbing the Ijjace 
between the Ibuth point of Kaye’s ifland and cape Elizabeth; which, by 
yafling through princi William’s found, may be faid to comprehend a 
line of fea coaft upwirds of go leagues in extent, and which emphn'ed 
Vo L. III. ■ Cc ’ Cainaiu 
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*794- Captain Cook ten days to traverfe, namely, from the nth to the 21ft 
' » of may 1778; a vreek of which was fpent in palling through this inlet, 
almoft from its moll northern to its moft fouthern extremity ; in which 
time, fufficient opportunities occurred for making the neceflary obfervations 
for the latitude, for the longitude by the chronometer, and for the varia- 
tion of the compals ; yet none of thefe (excepting the lituation of the Ihip 
on the 1 2th at noon,) nor the polition of any one point or ftation on the 
coalt, nor the iflands within thofe limits, are any where noticed; nor is 
tlicre any thing relative to the tides, excepting that of the flood coming 
•from the fouthward, to be met with; nor is there any topographical defcrip- 
tion of the coaft, nor of the rocks and iflands that lie off from it, fouth- 
weftward from Montagu ifland to cape Elizabeth, notwithftanding that 
that coaff was pafled at no great diftance, and that it was found to take a 
dire6Hon very contrary to what was at that time expefted. In addition 
to this circumftance, the nearly central lituation of this capacious inlet in 
the fpace in queftion, and its broken and infular appearance, rendered 
fuch an extent of coaft the more likely to have been noticed in a parti- 
cular manner, and would argue an inattention to nautical occurrences 
which T believe is no where elfe to be met with in the works of that 
juftly renowned and moft celebrated navigator ; and which, moft pro- 
bably, will only be difeovered by thofe whofe lituations may render it ex- 
pedient for them to refort for information to the refult of his unequalled 
labours. 

The minute examination we were empowered to make of prince Wil- 
liam’s found, not only brought us acquainted with its utmoft limits in 
every direftion, but proved it to be a branch of the ocean that requires the 
greateft circumfpedlion fo navigate ; and although it diverges into many 
extenfive arms, yet none of them can be conlidered as commodious 
harbours, on account of the rocks and Ihoals that obftruft the approach 
to them, or of the very great depth of water at or about their entrances. 
Of the former, innumerable have been difeovered, and there is great rea- 
fon to fuppofe that many others may have exiftence, of which we gained 
no knowledge. By what may be colletled from oiif inquiries, Snug-cor» 
ner cove, and the paflage to it from the ocean, feeni to be the leaft liable 
to thele objedions of all places of flieker which the found affords. The 
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place of our anchorage in port Chalmers, can only be confidered as a 
fmall cove in a rugged rocky coaft ; fo very difficult of accels or egrcfs, 
that our utmoft vigilance in founding was unequal to warn us of the rock 
on which the Ihip grounded, and which is Htuated N. 72 w. from die north 
point of the harbour, diflant one mile; and n. 6 e. from the woody iflet, 
at about the fame diftance, having between it and the iflet the fouth paflage 
rock, with two fhoals ; on founding,* (whilfl die fhip was aground) towards 
the north paflage rock, another flioal was difcovered in that diredion 
about half a mile off, fhoaling fuddenly from about 12 to 4 fadioms, at 
about two thirds flood. At the moment the fhip ftruck I thought fiie had 
been on the bed of kelp laid down in Mr. Portlock’s fketch, which I had 
fearchcd for in vain ; but on comparing the lituations, I found that that 
where we had been flopped in our progrefs appeared to be conhderably 
to*the fouth- weft ; hence it is very probable that there may be more of 
thefe latent dangers exifling in this neighbourhood, whofe fituation re- 
quire the mofl attentive vigilance to difeover and avoid ; of thefe it had 
been our lot to fall in with four in the fpace of as many miles, which 
had remained unnoticed not only by former vifitors, but by our com- 
panion alfo ; and fince accident alone brought them to our knowledge, 
the prefumption is greatly in favor of tlic above opinion, and renders the 
navigating this fouthern paffage into prince William’s found, infinitely 
more intricate and unpleafant than had before been imagined. For the 
particulars of fuch information as we were able to collcfl, I beg leave 
to refer to the annexed fketch, where it will alio be found, that what is 
called Stockdalc’s harbour is only a bay full of rocks, and of gourlc was 
not worthy of any particular examination. 

In the neighbourhood of port Chalmers, the country as high up the 
fides of the mountains as vegetation extended, was in mofl places free 
from fnow before we quitted tliat anchorage, and afforded us an opi)or- 
tunity of forming fome judgment on the nature of the foil; which, from 
the diverfity of furface in plains, and fpaces clear of trees, prefented a 
pleafing verdant appearance to the eye; but on a more attentive exami- 
nation it proved to he in moll places an intire morals, compofed of a very 
poor black moorifh^arth, formed apparently of decayed vegetables, not 
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»794- fufficienily decompofed to produce any thing but a variety of coarfe 
» • inofTes, a fhort fpiry grafs, a few cranberry, and fome other plants of a 

dwarfilh flunted growth; fome of thefe moralTes compofe the fides of 
the hills, and although thefe had confiderable inclination, yet tliey had 
the property of retaining the water to a very deceitful and unpleafant 
degree; exhibiting an apparently dry, verdant furfaqe, which when 
walked upon funk to nearly half leg deep in water. The foil from 
whence the forells have fprung is of fimilar materials, and not reduced 
to a more perfeft mould ; but this generally covers a rocky foundation, 
from whence pine trees feem to derive great nouriftiment, as very large 
ones had frequently been found growing from out of the naked rock. 
Thofe about this harbour did not grow with the fame luxuriance as at the 
place from whence our fore-yard had been procured, about 5 leagues to 
the fouth-weft, but compofed rather a dwarfifh foreft ; which, althofigh 
producing many of the common berry bulhes, cannot be confidered as 
much interrupted with underwood. The ftiores are in general low, and as 
has been already obferved, very fwampy in many places, on which the fea 
appears to be making more rapid incroachments than I ever before faw, 
or heard of. Many trees had been cut down fince thefe regions had been 
firfl vihted by Europeans ;• this was evident by the vifible effe6ls of the axe 
and faw ; which we concluded had been produced whilft Meffrs. Portlock 
and Dixon were here, feven years before our arrival ; as the flumps of the 
trees were flill remainingon the earth where they had originally grown, but 
were now many feet below the high water mark, even of neap tides. A 
narrow Iqw projecting point of laitd. behind which we rode, had not long 
fince afforded fiipport to fome of the largefl pine trees in the neighbour- 
hood, but it was now overflowed by every tide ; and excepting two of the 
trees which flill put forth a few leaves, the whole were reduced to naked, 
dead white flumps, by the incroachment of the fea water to their roots ; 
and fome Ihimjjs of trcts, with their roots flill fafldn the ground, were 
alfo found in no very advanced flate of decay nearly as low down as the 
low water of fpring tides. 

The only filh we obtained in iliis port was a few indifferent crabs 
from the fliorcs. About the outikirts of the woods' we procured a little 
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wild celery, and the fpruce beer that was here brewed far exceeded in 
excellence any we had before made upon the coaft. Our fportfrnen pro- 
cured a few geefe, ducks, goofanders, and other aquatic birds, which 
proved very acceptable; to thefe were added an old black bear, but al- 
though we were living on faked provifions, its flelh did not feem to be 
much reliflied. 

Our fitflation did not permit us to become much acquainted with 
the native inhabitants of the country; for excepting thofe who had vi- 
fited us near the fouth point of Montagu ifland, none of them ap- 
proached the fliip ; nor did Mr. Whidbey, although lie coafted near 
four hundred and twenty miles of the fhorcs of the pcninfula and conti- 
nent, meet with more than thirteen of the Indians ; he did not fee any of 
their habitations, nor any of thofe defc! ted villages that we had been accuf- 
tonTed to find in every other part of the coaft. From whence it is evident, 
that the population of this large found is very inconfiderable when com- 
pared with its extent ; for if we admit, that all thofe feen by both the fur- 
veying parties, and the four that vifitcd the fhip, w'cre all different per- 
fons, the total number of people amounted only to two hundred and 
eighty-one of all deferiptions, exclufivc of tltt few we faw amongfl the 
Ruflians at port Etches, who moft probably belonged to the village that 
Mr.Johnflone had vifited. This number appears to be infinitely fhort of die 
computation made by Mr. Meares and other vifitors; and hence it might 
pollibly be inferred, that fince the period of their vifits the number of the 
inhabitants had greatly diminifhed, and that the caufe of this depopulation 
was to be aferibed to the Ruffian progrefs ; an inference which would 
derive lotne fupport fgom the clrcumflance of our having found fcvcral 
old graves, but only* one that appeared to have been ri'cently con- 
fl rutted. This idea however may be eafily combated, as I am well 
perliiaded that the prefent flatc of population in thefe regions differs 
but little Troin whaC had been found to be the cafe on tlicir being fivfl 
dilcovered by Captain Cook, who fpent eight days in and paffing through 
this found ; during which time the number of the inhabitants who vifitcd 
Jilic velfi'ls under his command, did not cxci'cd one hundred difli rent per- 
fbns of all ages, and df both fexes. Since tliofe were mofl probi'bly ilie fii (t 
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*794* European vefl'els that had ever entered the found, as none of the na- 
V » tives were afraid to approach the veffels, it is natural to fuppofe that 
objefts fo fingular and unaccountable would attraft the attention of every 
individual, who could find either an opportunity to gratify his euriofity, 
or to traffic for thofe commodities which were efteemed ainongft them as 
articles of valuable acquifition, little .doubt can exift that a large propor- 
tion of the inhabitants at that time made their appearance. Our not 
having feen any deferted habitations ftrongly fupports this opinion, and 
the circumftance of the antiquity of all the graves inet with on the 
weftern fide of the inlet, may have been occafioned by the natives of late 
years having been more confined to the eaftern parts of the found, for 
the convenience of tranfafting their commercial bufinefs with their Eu- 
ropean vifitors, who have uniformly made thofe parts their rendezvous. 
I would not however wiffi to be underftood to mean, that the Ruffian 
cflablifliments in this country had not coft fomc blood, becaufe I have 
been informed bv themfelves, that both Ruffians and Indians had fallen in 
effefling their purpofe, though neither in any confidcrable numbers ; but 
my reafon for alluding to this fubje£l is, to point out that the population 
of this country appears *to have been greatly over-rated by thofe gen- 
tlemen who have vifited it fince Captain Cook’s time; fince, according 
to their efiimation, it would now appear to be reduced to one half its for- 
mer number of inhabitants. 

. Mr. Mcarcs obfcrvcs, that thefe people have no towns, villages, or 
fixed places of abode; in this refpefl he was certainly not well informed, 
and may poffibly have lain under the fame difadvantage with regard to 
the numerous and powerful nations which he confiders as being in their 
neighbourhood. The general appearance of the adjacent countries gave 
us every reafiin to believe that thefe regions were very thinly inhabited. 

It was remarked, that during the furveying excurfions not a fingle fea 
otter, and but very few whales or fcals had been lecn ; and that the wild 
fowl were not met with in that plenty during Mr. Whidb^’s, as in Mr. 
Johnllone’s, expedition. ^ 

This being the amount of wdiat had principally ojrcurred refpefting tire 
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natural ftate of prince William’s found, I have to regret very much our *794* 
want of knowledge of the Ruffian language, becaufe the refults of all our ^ 
inquiries, concerning the objeft of that power, in extending its imraenfc 
empire to thefe diflant and inhofpitable ftiorcs, became from that caufe in 
a great meafure nugatory, vague, or contradiftory. We however clearly 
underftood, that the Ruflian government had little to do with thefe fettle- 
mcnts ; that they were folely under the diretlion and fupport of indepen- 
dent mercantile companies ; and that port Etches, which had been efta- 
blilhed iri the courfe of the preceding fumraer, was then their moft eaflern 
fettlernent on the'American coaft ; but I was not able to learn the number 
of different flations they had, though I underftood from Mr. Smyloff, that 
the total of Ruffians employed between this port and Oonalafhka, both in- 
clufive, were about four hundred. This number, it fliould feem, L amply 
fuflicient for the accomplifhment of the purpofe they have in view; as 
not the leaft attention whatever is paid to the cultivation of the land, or 
to any other objefl but that of colle 6 ling furs, which is principally done 
by the Indians, whofe fervices they have completely fecured, and whofe 
imjilicit confidence they have intirely gained; particularly thofe of Cook’s 
inlet, and the iflands of and to the fouth-weft of the Kodiak ; the adja- 
cent continent they reprefent as a fteril and uninhabited country. Al- 
though we could not gratify our curiofity to the extent I could have 
wifhed refpefling the fituation of the Ruffians, yet I could not avoid 
feehng a degree of fatisfa 6 lion in obferving the comfortable manner in 
which they feem to live amongft thefe untutored children of nature; ha- 
ving gained them over to be obedient to their wifhes, they appear to 
maintain their influence not by fear, as their conquerors, but by having 
found the way to their hearts, and by fccuring an affeflionate regard. 

'I'his was manifefted in all their tranfaflions, though more efpecially in their 
intercourfe with the people of Cook’s inlet and the Kodiak ; many of whom, 
the wometi as well as the men, are retained in the fcrvicc of the Ruffians, 
who fpeak of their attachment and fidelity in the higheft terms of praife and 
approbation, and indiferiminately employ them with their own parties on 
,bufinefs of the moft confidential importance. I'he natives of prince Wil- 
ham’s found, howevur, do not appear to fhare the good opinion of the 
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*794* Ruffians in an equal degree ; but whether this may arife from a difference 
in their difpofitions, or whether it be owing to the Ruffians having come 
more recently amongft them, and that a fufficiedt intercourfe had not 
yet induced them to fubmit to a docile and confidential fubordination, 
we could not correflly determine. Although, from the converfatlon of 
the Ruffians, the former would appear to be the cafe, yet the Rullians 
leemed to repofe the greateft confidence in the party Mr. Johnflone met 
with at the large Indian village, and to refign themfclvcs completely 
to their power. This meafure might probably be indifpenfab'Jy requi- 
fite for carrying into effeft their commercial purfuits, which cannot fail 
©f being highly advantageous to the Ruffian adventurers, who it is rea- 
fonable to expeft may be enabled to difpofe of the furs thus colleftcd at 
a much better market in the northern parts of China ; and this after hav- 
ing procured them at a much more rcafonablc rate than either the Etfio- 
peun or American traders could polfibly have done; firll becaufe they 
are competitors, and fecondly becaufc they have only one place in the 
moft fouthern parts of China to refort to as a market; where the 
Canton merchants purchafe the furs nearly at their own price, and mofl 
probably infinitely under their real value. 

It is very poffblc that iro other people will hereafter be fo well able to 
carry on this valuable traffic as the Ruffians, ’ who, being natives of a fri- 
gid region and naturally a hardy race, and little acquainted with the luxu- 
ries of their more fouthern neighbours, have in thefe rcfpcfls greatly 
the advantage over all other civilized nations. Without deviating much 
from tliC habits and praftices continued from their earliefl infancy, the 
Ruffians can readily adopt many of the Indian cufloms, by which means 
the manners of the two jjcople become much affnnilated. This is greatly 
furthered by their partaking of the fame fort of food, 'ari<l wearing the 
fame iort of clothing. Their external appearance difiers little from the 
natives; and with refpeft to the principal occupafcions of tht‘; Indians, 
fuch as hunting and fifhing, the Ruffian, who has no better means 
of palling away his time, for we fcarcely faw a book of any defeription 
arnongfl them, is mofl likely able, from his fuptrior knowledge, to, 
afford them in thefc purfuits fomc inftruclion'*'lhaty may tend to render 
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thofe exercifes more interefting and advantageous. Thefc, together with *794- 
fome ufeful utenfils, and a few articles of ornament or luxury now ■ - ■ 

and then given to the Indians, fecure to the Ruffian at lead the charaflor 
of a defirable companion ; and who from his fuperior weapons and 
knowledge in the art of war, when once a good underflanding fliall be 
thoroughly eftablifhed amongfl thpin, will be enabled to proteft them 
againft any neighbouring foe ; and the reward he will demand for fuch 
importajit fervices will be no more than the Ikins (of little or no value to 
the natives) of j:hofe animals, which they have mod probably been ac- 
cudomed to take rather for the fake of their dcfli than for any other 
purpofe. The habits and general condufl of the Ruffians are not very 
likely to be adopted by any other maritime nation, there being few I 
believe who could retire to thefe frigid regions, and completely fubmit 
to a life fo very foreign to the ftanners and cufloms of the civilized world. 

The intcred that the Indians feein to take in the fuccefs and welfare of 
the Ruffians, originates in principles of attachment and regard which do 
not appear likely to be eafily removed by the influence of drangers to the 
prejudice of the Ruffian commercial intereft, and which from the prac- 
tice of the prefent day may probably be drengthened in the fucceeding 
generations; for although the Rudians did not appear to us either du- 
dious or learned, yet it was underdood, that in all their edablifhments 
the children of the natives are taken at an early age to apartments pro- 
vided on purpofe, where they are maintained and educated in the Ruf- 
fian language, and no doubt indrufled in fuch principles as are mod . 
likely hereafter to be advantagecrufly direfted to the interefts of that 
nation. • 

Thefe clrcumdances, with a few others that will appear under the 
head of general obfervations, are the refiilt of the information procured 
during our intercourfe with the native or foreign inhabitants of thefe re- 
gions ; but as our fituation and means of communication, allowed of but 
few opportunities for acquiring fatisfa61ory intelligence, the whole I trud 
will be received with indulgence, as an humble endeavour to tranfmit 
all the light I reccivwl on a fubje61, wliich in a commercial point of view 
may be intereding^o perfons concerned in fimilar occupations. 
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1794. 

June. 

Friday i:0. 

Saturday 2 1 . 

Thurfday 26 . 


The favorable breeze with which we had failed out of prince Wil- 
liam’s found did us but little fervicc, as it was foon fuccceded by a calm, 
which in a few hours was followed by a s. w. wind, with rainy unplea- 
fant weather. In the afternoon of faturday we w'ere within about 4 
leagues of Kaye’s ifland ; the wind then veered round and fixed in the 
eaftern quarter, attended with fomc variety both' as to its force and di- 
rection, againlt which wc plied to fo little purpofe, that although every 
advantage that ofl'ered w^as embraced in the morning of the 26th,^ yet the 
fouth point of Kaye’s ifland, which after Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, I 
have diftinguilhed by the name of Cape Hamond, bore by compals 
N. 16 E., 10 leagues diftant. After about five hours calm, a light breeze 
fprang up from the weflward, attended by fair pleafant weather ; the va- 
riation of the furveying compals was at this time obferved to be 29* 23' 
eaftwardly ; to this favorable gale we fpr^fcd all our canvas, and direCfed 
our courfe towards cape Suckling. At noon the obferved latitude was 
59° 33 » longhude 215“ 26 '; in this fituation the high land of cape Suck- 
ling bore by compafs n. 23 e., and cape Hamond, n. 13 e. This cape, 
according to leveral oblervations made whilft beating off it, and all agree- 
ing extremely well, is fituated in latitude 59® longitude 215® 51'. In 
Captain Cook’s laft voyage, vol. ii. page 350, this very confpicuous 
cape is ftated to be in longitude 216® 58', but in the chart it is placed in 
215° 3'; from Captain Cook’s fituation on the preceding day in longi- 
tude 215® 56', he deferibes Kaye’s ifland to be 5 or 6 leagues to the 
weflward, hence the latter, or longitude 215*3’, is to be taken as the 
longitude -then affigncd to it; and this made our obfervations for the 
longitude vary Icfs from Captain Cook’s, than on the coafl further to the 
weflward. 

The difference in longitude between Captain Cook’s calculations and 
ours, appeared to dccrcafe as we advanced to the eaflward ; for at cape 
Elizabeth it was i“8’, at cape Hinchinbrook it wds 54', but at cape 
Hamond it was only 48'. In the evening we pafled cape Suckling, 
which was found to be fituated in latitude 60“ 1', longitude 216“ 19'; 
and as it was my intention to recommence our furvey of the coafl from 
that point, we proceeded along it within about 2 leal'gues of the fhore ; 
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which fliot out into fmall projefting points, with alternate low cliffy, or ‘ 794 - 
white fandy, beaches, being the termination of a border of low woodland '■ — 
country, extending fome diflance witliin, until it joins the foot of a clofc- 
connefclcd chain of lofty frozen mountains, which is a continuation of 
the fame range that had been conffantly obferved to extend from the 
head of Cook’s inlet, along the northern boundary of Prince William’s 
found. From thel'e low projeiling points, fome flioals flrctch into the 
ocean ; one of thefe wc paffed about two in the morning, at the diflance Friday 27* 
of about four miles, without gaining foundings, with 35 fathoms of line ; 
it extends in a* foutherly direfilion, two miles from a low point of land 
that forms the weft point of a bay apparently very fhoal, and from the 
quantity of white muddy water, that flowed from it into the fea, wc 
concluded it to be the outlet of the floods formed on the low land, by 
the diflblving ice and fnow on the fidcs of the neighbouring mountains ; 
which at this fcafon of the year muft be copious, as our thermometers 
were generally between 50 and 63, and tlie elevated parts of the eoaft 
w’cre flill covered with fnow, as low down as where the pine trees be- 
gan to grow. From the weft point of this bay, in latitude b'o" 3 -^', lon- 
gitude 216“ 57', the ftiorc, towards cape Suckling, makes a fmall bend to 
the north- weft ward, but the general dire^lion of tlie coaft is nearly eaft 
and wefl, and appeared to us to be linn and compaci. 

At fix in the morning the wcflerly wind died awa)', and the weather 
remained calm, or nearly fo, until noon, during which time we drifted 
a few miles to the eaftward, and fli®aled our water from 60 to 42 fa- 
thoms, without appearing to approach the Ihorc ; our obfervations {hew- 
ed the latitude to be 50 * 57 ^ longitude 2 17°. 16' ; at this time the wellern- 
moft land in fight boiV by compafs s. 60 w. : a fmall opening in the beacli, 

W'hich, from the muddy water flowing from it, was evidently the entrance 
into a lagoon or {hallow rivulet, n. 66 w., diftaut nine miles ; the neat ell 
fliorc, b hieh. is aiv abrupt clifl' at the extremity of a range of hills that 
flrctch as it were perpendicularly to the bafe of the mountains, intercept- 
ing the low border, and terminating at the lea-lide c) tv., diftaut fi\ c 
or fix miles ; and the callcrnmoft land in hgiit, which is low, and appa- 
rently a projecting point, n. 54 e. 
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‘j794* Our fair atid pleafant weather ceafed with the wefterly wind ; this was 
fucceeded in the afternoon by a heavy and gloomy atmofphere, parti- 
cularly over the land, which, excepting on the border and lower hills, 
was enveloped in a dreary obfeurity ; the wind was light in the fouthern 
board, artd enabled us to make fome little progrefs along the coaft,' and 
though we increafed our diftance from it, yet the depth of water decrealed 
to 35 fathoms ; the night was moftly calm, or attended with light vari- 
Saturday 28. able winds, and the depth of water from 35 to 49 fathoms. By noon the 
next day the wind blew a frefli gale from the n.e., accompanied with fqualls 
and pafling fhowers of rain. The obferved latitude 59® 51*', the longitude 
2 1 8“ 1 7', the depth of water was about 30 fathoms ; in this fituation the land, 
though but indiftinftly feen, bore by compafs as follows : the wefternmoll 
part w. by n. ; the above low projefcling point, being the neareft fhore, 
N. 25 w., eight miles diftant; a high abrupt cliffy point forming, the 
weft point of a bay, bounded by a folid body of ice or frozen fnow, 
N. 21 E. From the eaftern fide of this icy bay, the coaft, formed of 
low, or rather moderately-elevated land, extended to n. 64 e. ; beyond 
which, high diftant fnowy mountains were feen n. 67 e. 

Againft thefe adverfe winds, which almoft conftantly attended us, we 
were obliged to ply ; but as at times they varied their direftion a little, 
we gained fome fmall advantage, fo that by ten o’clock on funday fore- 
noon we tacked in 23 fathoms, within a league of the eaft point of the 
above icy bay, which I named Point Riou. It is low, well wooded, 
with a fmall iflet detached at a little«iiftance to the weftward of it. Eaft- 
ward fron\, the fteep tliffs that terminate this bay, and from whence the 
icedefeends into the fea, the coaft is again cornpofed of a fpacious mar- 
gin of low land, rifing with a gradual and uniform afeent to the foot of 
the ftill conne£led chain of lofty mountains, whofe fummits are but the 
bafe from whence rqount St. Elias towers, majeftically confpicuous in re- 
gions of perpetual froft. The obferved latitude at .noon was '59" 45', 
longitude 219® o'; in this fituation the wefternmoft land in fight by 
compafs bore N.85W. ; point Riou, n. 23 w. ; diftant 9 miles, from 
whence low land extended to N.55E. The wind ftill continued in the 
eaftern board, but was no longer favorable to our progrefs ; for in turn- 
ing 







ROUND THE WORLD. 


205 


ing to windward from this ftation we loft ground until tuefday morning, 
when a light breeze, attended by ferene pleafant weather, fprang up from 
the weftward, with which our courfe was direfted for the low land to the 


1794. 

July. 

V I 

Tudday 1. 


eaftward of point Riou. At noon, the obferved latitude was 59“ 39', lon- 
gitude 219” 15', and the variation of the compafs was in the morning 
30“ 20 ' eafterly. The moft wellcrn land in fight at this time bore by com- 
pafs weft; point Riou, N. 54 w. ; the ncarcft Ihore, N. 21 w., diftant fcven 
miles. This is a low projc6ling point of land, fituated according to our 
obfervations in latitude 59° 47', and longitude 219" 17'; a point which 
I named Point Man by, and which I took to be the weft point of what 
in Mr. Dixon’s chart is called Admiralty bay, bore N-.'^qe., diftant 7 
leagues ; beyond which, high diftant liiowy mountains were leen ftretching 

to N. 80 E. As we advanced along the coaft from point Riou the coun- 
try became lefs woody, and beyond the low proje6ling point it feemed 
only to jjroducc a brownifh vegetation, which further to the eaftward in- 
tirely difappeared, and prefented a naked barren country, compofed 
apparently of loofe unconnefted ftones of different magnitudes. 

The weather was fine, and the wind being favorable we made a plea- 
fant progrefs along the coaft, which continued to be a low compa6i bor- 
der of plain land; this, towards point Manby, gradually put on a more 
verdant and fertile appearance, and to the eaftward of that point the coun- 
tny was again well wooded. In the evening we paffed point Manby, and 
faw tp the E. N. E. the illands that form port Mulgrave, for which we ftecr- 
cd in quell of the Chatham, but made little progrefs, as the favorable breeze 
again deferted us, and was fuccecded.by a calm. At ten at night we 
heard the report of a gun in the diredion of port Mulgrave, which was 
immediately anfwcred, concluding it to be fired from our confort; this 
conjetlure proved to be corrc6l, as by four the next morning we were .n. 

vifited by Mr. Manby, the mailer of the Chatham, in one of the Kodiak 
Indian canOes, attended by two others. The Indians had reported that 
a fttip was near the coaft, and our having anfwerek their gun the pre- 
ceding evening, left little doubt on board the Chatham ol our being ar- 
rjved; and under a ftip*pofition that it might be my intention to enter 
port Mulgrave, Mr. Manby had come off' for the purpofc of conduding 

us 
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*70i. US thither. By a letter from Mr. Puscet I became informed that the 

July. ' ^ , 

Chatliam liad reached port Mulgravc on the 29th of June, having com- 
pleted the e.xamination of the continental {liorc from cape Hinchinbrook 
to that flation, where he had found George Portoff (tb.e Ruflian men- 
tioned in Cook’s inlet.) with nine of his countrymen, and nine h’undrcd 
Kodiak and Cook’s inlet Iiwlians under his dirctiions, having extended 
their excurfions in their ftnall flvin canoes thus far, in quefl. of fca otter 
and other Ikins. 

The pleafantnefs of the weather was much interrupted by the decline 
of the wellcrly wind ; and we had now f aint variable breezes between north 
and s. E., attended with drizzling rain and thick mifty weather, that alrnofl 
obfeured the land from our view. Whilll we were in this lituation, the 
canoes that had come with Mr. Manby contrived to get unoblcrvcd at a 
diftance from the fliip ; and when called back, in/lead of returning made 
the bed of their way to the (hore. This unplcafant weather, with alter- 
nate calms, continued until two in the afternoon, when a gentle breeze 
fprang up from the N.\y. ; but as by this time we had drilled too far to 
the ealtward of cafte Phipps to letch into port Mulgrave, and as I had no 
inducement from Mr. Puget’s communications to give up the advantage 
of the then favorable breeze for proceeding along the coafl, we hauled as 
near to cape Phipps as the wind would allow, and after firing fomc guns 
to announce our lituation to the Chatham, we bore away along the 
.coafl, which from port Mulgrave is compofed of a low border, well 
wooded, extending from the bafe of the mountains into the fea. d'he 
fcafon cf the year not requiring that we fhould lie to, to wait the return 
of the day for carrying f’ur furvey into execution, we continued under 
an eafy fail, in expe6lation of the Chatham overtaking us ; but this was 
I imriiiiv 3. not the cafe, nor was our favorable gale of long duration. On thurfday 
morning the wind was again variable in the eallern quarter, againll 
which, as ufual, we plied, but to little purpofe. At ten in tl.e li)renoon 
a 11 range fail was deferied to the callward, and at noon the oblerveel la- 
titude w'as 59" 6', longitude 221*10'. In this lituation the coall was 
feen extending by compafs from n.w. to s. 82 e.'; its nearcll part n.e., 
about 3 leagues dillant ; the fiiores Hill continued to be covered with 
3 wood. 
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wood, were low, and appeared to be much inundated, and the waters 
found ilieir way to the fea in fliallow rivulets, through two or three 
breaks in the beach. 



T he flrange ftil came up, and joined us in the afternoon. .She proved 
to be the Jackall, commanded by Mr. Brown. This velfel had vilited 
thele j^arts of the coaft the two preceding fummers, as a tender belong- 
ing to the Butterworth, then under the command of this gentleman, but 
at the cooclufion of the feafon in 1793, flie had been (^fpatched to- 
wards England, vfith dirc6lions to fifli for whales^nd feals in palTing 
through the pacific ocean, and at Staten land, where Mr. Brown had 
formed a temporary eftablilhment. With this vefiel, and the Prince le 
Boo his other tender, Mr. Brown had gone to Canton, from whence 
he hjtd departed on the 2 jth of I’ebruary ; and after having a very tedious 
pafiage, he had reached this coaft on the 30th of the preceding month, 
with the intention of proceeding to Crofs found ; but not having been able 
to procure an oblervation for feveral days, he w^as fteering to the north- 
weft lor that place ; this miftake was now correfted, and as there was not 
much profpeti of our Hopping before we Ihould reach Crofs found, Mr. 

Brown odered to accompany us thither. From him we received the 
latcft accounts of the ftate of Europe that had appeared in China before 
his failing. '1 hefe contained, not only the melancholy intelligence of tlie 
death of Louis XA^I. and of the anarchy which exifted in trance, but 
likewlfe of her declaration of war againft England, and ot the attempts 
which the difconiented were making in Great Britain, by the promul- 
gation of French doflrines, to fubvert our ineftimable conllitution. 1 he 
operation of fucli unw'elcorne and unexpeffed tidings, breaking as it 
were from a cloud upon the minds of perfons lb little prepared to re- 
ceive them, will be infinitely ealier for the reader to conceive than lor 
me to delcrjbe, and 1 Jhall therefore only fay, that they became the fub- 
jeffs of our moll ferious and painful refleftion. 

Both wind and weather was very unplcafant ; the former fettled on triduy .}. 
friday in a fouth-eafterly gale, attended by a lieavy fwell, with fqualls 
and dark rainy weather, which reduced us to clofe-reefcd topfails. We 

feparated from the lacLll, and attempted to beat to windward, but loft 
^ . ground 
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ground until the 6th ; when, after fome hours calm, we were favored in 
..j the morning with a gentle breeze from the n.w., and a return of plea- 
Sumidy 25. weather. We had now an extcnfive view of the fea coaft, ftretch- 
ing by compafs from s.yyw. to n.86f,., within which limits mount 
St. Elias and mount Fairweather rofe magnificently confpicuous, from 
the ftill-continued range of lofty fnowy mountains. This favorable 
gale foon enabled us to recover the ground we had lofi, and by noon 
we reached ttie latitude of 59*3', longitude and the variation in 

the afternoon was 3*P 26^ eaftwardly. In this fiiuatioii mount St. Elias, 
being the wefternmoft land in fight, bore by compafs n. 73 w. ; mount 
Fairweather w^as at this time obfeured by clouds ; the nearefi. fliore, 
which was near a narrow fhallow opening into a lagoon, e.n.e. diftant 
feven miles ; and the eafternmofl land in fight s. 85 e. The part of the 
coaft off which we had been thus cruifing fince the preceding thurfday, 
appeared from its latitude, and relative fituation with thefe two very 
confpicuous mountains, to be that part where Captain Cook fuppo- 
fed that Beering had anchored, and to which he gave the name of 
Bcering, fuppofing it to be a bay, with an ifland covered with wood 
lying off its fouthern point. But in this neighbourhood no fuch bay 
or ifland ex ills, and Captain Cook muft have been led into the rnif- 
take by the great diftance at which he faw this coaft ; in confequence 
of which he was prevented noticing the extcnfive border of low land 
that ftretches from the foot of the vaft range of lofty mountains’, and 
forms tjie fea fltore. The irregularity of the bafe of thefe mountains, which 
retire in fome places to a confiderable diftance, and efpecially in the part 
now alluded to, would,, on a more remote view than we had taken, lead 
the moft cautious obferver to confider the appearances in the coaft, as 
indicating deep bays, or openings likely to afford tolerable, and even good 
fhclter; and had it not been for the information^ we had previouffy re- 
ceived from Mr. Bro^wn, who had been clofe in with thefe fhorcs, wc 
fliould have flill fuppofed, until thus far advanced, that wc had Beering’s 
bay in view, with the ifland lying near its fouthjeaftern point. This de- 
ception is occafioned by a ramification of the mountains ftrctching to- 
wards the ocean, and tenniifating in a perpendicular cliff, as if at the 

fea 
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fea fide; having a more elevated part of the low border, covered with 
wood, lying to the fouth-wefl: of it; the former at a diftance, appears to 
form the eaft point of an extenfive bay, and the latter, an ifland lying off 
from it ; but both thefe are at the diftance of fome miles from the fea fhore, 
which from port Mulgrave to this ftation takes a general direftion about 
s. 65 E. and is chiefly compofed of a very low ira6t of land, terminating 
in fandy beaches ; over which, from the maft head, were feen confiderable 
pools, or lagoons of water, communicating with the ocean by fliallow 
breaks in the beach ; acrofs all of which, the fea broke with much vio- 
Icnce. Where this low country was not interfetled by the inland waters, 
it was tolerably well wooded ; but as we advanced to the eaftward, this 
border became lefs extenfive, w'as more elevated, much Icfs covered with 
wood, and for a few miles totally deftitute of either wood or verdure ; 
ahd like that part before noticed between point Riou and point Manby, 
was compofed of naked rugged fragments of rocks of various magnitudes, 
lying as it were in the front of mount Fairweather, like thole on the fliore 
before mount St. Elias. 

The bafe of this lofty range of mountains now gradually approached 
the fea fide ; and to the fouthward of cape Fairweather, it may be faid to 
be waflied by the ocean; the interruption in the fummit of thefe very ele- 
vated mountains mentioned by Captain Cook, was likewife confpicuoufly 
% evident to us as we failed along the coall this day, and looked like a 
plain compofed of a folk! mafs of ice or frozen fnow, inclining gradually 
towards the low border; which from the fmoothnefs, uniforini y, and 
clean appearance of its furface, com eyed the idea of extenfive waters 
having once exifted beyond the then limits of our view, which had pafled 
over this deprefled part of the mountains, until their progrefs had been 
Hopped by the feverity of the climate, and that by the accumulation of 
fucceeding fnow, freezingon this bod)' of ice, a barrier had become formed, 
that had prevented* fuch waters from flowing into the fea. d his is not the 
only place where we had noticed the like appearances; fince palling the 
iev bay mentioned on the 28th of June, other valleys had been feen 
. ftrongly refembling this, but none were fo extenfive, nor was the furface 
of any of them fo ck-an; moft of them ap^)earing to be vei y dirty. I do not 
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however mean to afTert, that thefe inclined planes of ice miift have been 
formed by the paffing of inland waters thus into tlie ocean, as the ele- 
vation of them, which muft be many hundred yards above the level of 
the fea, and their having been doomed for ages to perpetual froft, operate 
much againft this reafoni)ig ; but One is naturally led, on contemplating 
any phamomenon out of the ordinary courfe of nature, to form fome con- 
jetture, and to hazard fome opinion as to its origin, which on the prefent 
occafion is rather offered for the purpofe of deferibing its appearance, 
than accounting for the caufe of its exiftence. About fix in the evening, 
we paffed within about half aleague of capeFairwcather,fituated according 
to our obfervations in latitude 58“ 50-^', longitude 222" 20'. This cape 
cannot be confidcred as a very confpicuous promontory ; it is mofl; dif- 
tinguifhvilde when feen from the fouthward, as the land to the weR of it 
retires a few miles back to the north, and there forms a bend in the coafl, 
which is the mofl confpicuous point we noticed, eaflward from cape 
Phipps. It is terminated by a low bluff cliff, on a fandy beach ; near 
which are a few detached rocks. At eight in the evening mount St. 
F.lias bore by compafs m. w., and mount Fairweather, n. 10 e. ; the 
length of time we had been in fight of thefe very remarkable lofty moun- 
tains, afforded us many obfervations forafeertaining their fituation; whence 
the former appeared to be in latitude 60” 2 2y, longitude 219" 21', and 
23 miles from the ncarefl fea fliore, which is that of Icy bay; the latter 
in huitucle 58" 57', longitude 222". -jy', and 9 miles from the fea fliore. . 

The favorable breeze continuing with delightfully pleafani weather, and 
having the> advantage of day-light, nearly the whole of the twenty-four 
hours, we were enabled to keep within 5 miles of the coafl, which was now 
again well wooded, and from cape Fairweather took a direftion s. .jg e. ; 
it is flecp and intire, with the exception of one fmall opening, that 
liad the appearance of being likely to afford fhelter for fhipping; but it 
is completely bounded at a little diflance by fleep ccmpa6l mountains, 
which are a continuation ^of the fame undivided range flrctching to the 
eaflward. Until pall eleven at night mount St. Elias was yet within oui* 
vifible horizon, appearing like a lofty mountain ; although at this time, it 
was at the diflance of one hundred and fifty geographical miles ; it was 
a however 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


1211 


however foon obfcured by a thick haze gathering on the coaft, which by ‘794* 
four o’clock on monday morning became a low thick fog ; above which, ’ — ' 
the fummits of the nearer mountains were not only vifible but perfeflly 
clear, whilft tjie Chores were intirely hidden from our fight. This cir- 
cumftance obliged us to haul our wind, and to wait for a more favorable 
opportunity to proceed in our examination ; this by feven o’clock was 
again refumed, direfling our courfe for a very conl'picuous high blulF 
promontory, which, as we fuppofed, proved to be die weft point of en- 
trance into Crofs found; named by me in honor of Lord Spencer, Capf. 
Spencer. The wind being faint, our progrefs was flow along the 
coaft, compofed of a llcep woody fhore, much indented with coves or 
bays, of a hilly and uneven furface, with fome rocks and rocky iflets, 
fcattcred about it at the diftance of bbout a mile. The obferved latitude 
al noon was _58“ 14', longitude 223*21'; the wefternmoft part of the 
coaft then bearing by compafs n. 47 w. ; the outermoft of the above 
rocky iflets n. 6 e. diftant 2 miles; cape Spencer n. 59 e., off which lie 
fome rocks that extend about half a league ; and the eafternmoft part of 
the coaft in fight, s. 85 e. 

Shortly after noon, we were vifited by a few of the inhabitants In a ca- 
noe, who without much hefttaiion came alongfide, but none of them 
would venture on board, without a hoftage being fent into their canoe 
as a fccurily for their fafe return. As thefe people were likely to be- 
come our frequent vifitors, during the time we might find oecafion to 
remain in this neighbourhood, their requeft was complied with ; and on 
one of our feamen going into their canoe an Indian came on’ board, to 
whom I gave fnch tlyngs as -were likely to be acceptable, and to encou- 
rage them in friendly offices. This treatment feemed to operate agree- 
ably to my willies, for the Indian remained on board fome time to all 
appearance perleflly cafy and reconciled, until a breeze Irom the s. \v. 
fprang up, and bding favorable to our proceeding into Crofs found, I 
defired our man to come on board, and made flgns to the Indian that he 
ftiould return into l^is canoe; but his countrymen feemed to be very dc- 
firous of detaining their new companion, making figns that they wiflied 
to take him on fhotc; and it was not ^ntil fome threatening figns were 
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JJ9i- made ufe of, inufkcts produced, and preparations made for hoilHng out 
(■II 3. boat, that he was perntitted to quit the canoe, into which, the Indian 

on board, immediately returned. 

It is not eafy to determine on what were the intentions of thefe people, 
whether they were friendly, or whether olherways inclined; but judging 
from appearances the former would feem to have been the cafe, as 
their behaviour was civil and orderly, and they were alfo very good 
humoured. No fooner had our man got on board the Ihip, than he was 
prefented with a fea otter fkin, and fome other trifles, bv a perfon who 
appeared to be the principal or chief of the party, and to wliom I made 
a very ample return. After this tliey departed Tinging fongs, and we 
proceeded up Crofs found, which is a very fpacious opening in thecoaft; 
and as Captain Cook very correCtly dbferves, branches into feveral arms, 
the largeft. appearing to take a northerly direction. On the furface of 
the water in the found were a great number of fmall, though hard pieces 
of Icofe ice ; fome of which, at firfl fight, occafioned confiderable alarm, 
from their ftrong refcmblance to fea-beatett rocks, jufl level with the 
furface of the water, which had the appearance of breaking over them 
with great violence, and prefented the navigating of this inlet as an ex- 
tremely intricate and diflicult tafle ; efpecially, as no bottom could be 
reached with 8o and qo fathoms of line, clofe to thefe apparent dangers. 
A Hale time however foon difeovered them to be nothing more than* 
tlark -coloured and dirty pieces of ice, which left me without any appre- 
henfions for our fufety, and I had afterwards every reafon to believe that 
this found is free to navigate, and is* not incommoded with either rocks 
or fhoals, that are not fufliciently confpicuous to b,e eafily avoided. 

Tlie fouth-weft wind was too faint to admit of our reaching a place of 
anchorage on either fhore, and as in the evening it was fucceeded by a calm, 
accompanied by thick foggy weather, we were obliged to fubmit during 
the night to the influence of the exifling tides or curr^ts ; not being able 
to gain bottom with i4(y fathoms of line, until about eight in the morn- 
TucMay 8. ing ; when the roaring of the furf on the rocks in an eaftern direflion, 
announced we were faft approaching them ; and at that time we gained 

foundings 
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foundings at 46 fathoms; but as the next cad, decreafed the depth to 40 
fathoms, we immediately anchored on a bottom of fand and mud. 

About ten o clock in the forenoon the fog difperfed, and we dilcovered 
that our fituation was on the eallern fide of tl>e found, nearly midway 
between two rocks about a mile afunder, and each lying about half a mile 
to the well ward of two points of land, the one forming the north, and 
the other the fouth point of a fpacious harbour, without any vihble dan- 
ger or obftruclion to our entering; and as it appeared to be an eligible 
llation for the velTels, whilll the boats fliould be employed in the exami- 
nation of this fpacious inlet, Mr. Whidbey was fent to examine, and fix 
upon a convenient fituation. 

About noon the Chatham arrived off the entrance of the found, on 
which Mr. Manby was difpatclK'd, to condu6l her to our ftation. Mr. 
W’liidbcy returned about three o’clock in the afternoon, after having 
found a tolerably convt'iiient cove behind the land that forms the north- 
ern point of the harbour, which is a fniall ifland. This place being 
fuiricicnt to anfwcr all our immediate pnrpofcs, we loll no time in pro- 
ceeding thither, and jull as the anchor was up, the depth of water fud- 
(k nlv dccrcafcd from 40 to 1 i fathoms. The channel was afterwards 
founded but no danger was difrovered, the (iiallow( 11 wat(>r being 9 fa- 
thoms dole to our former foundings of 1 1 fathoms, wbidi was lliund to 
4)e upon a fmall patch of rocky bottom, with go to 40 fathoms all 
around it. We Toon reached the cove, and moored in 14 fathoms water, 
lllff claN cy bottom, within about a cable’s length of the Ihore ; where, in 
the evening, the Cliatham moored hkcuilo. 

In the courfc of the day wc had beeifvifited by fonie of the natives in 
a very civil and friendly manner; they f(.)l<l us a few filh, and fomc in- 
dilferent fea otter Ikins, for our various articles ol tralllc; but for the 
Heins they preferred old clothes of any deferiplion, to doth in the piece. 

As the' view wc had hitherto obtained of Crofs found had been very 
imperfe6l, the next morning I rowed about the f()und, in order to deter- 
mine OTx the bell mode of carrying the examination of it into efiba. 
•Having left nothing behind us unafcertaincd without the found, it ap.- 
peared to me very evident, that only one boat party could be advan- 
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tageoufly employed, and that the furvey would be a very irkfome and 
tedious tafle, in confequence of the immenfe numbers of large pieces of 
ice that were floating in the found in every direftion. To guard as much 
as poffible againfl: accidents, I dire£led that inftead of two boats as here- 
tofore, three fnould be equipped for this fervice, with a fortnight’s fup- 
ply of provifions, under the direftions of Mr. Whidbey, who had my 
orders to go back to cape Spencer, as we had to that place now traced 
the continental boundary eaftward from Cook’s inlet; and there to com- 
mence and profecute its examination, fo long as their ^provifions would 
hold out. On this fcrvicc he accordingly departed early on thurfday 
morning, accompanied by Mr. Mcnzics in the purfuit of botanical re- 
fcarches. Thofe on board were now fully employed in the various fer- 
vices the velfcls required: thefe principally confifled in caulking the 
decks and top Tides of the Difeovery, brewing fpruce beer, which Here 
proved to be extremely good, and in repairing our fails and rigging; 
this latter had now become an objc6l of our moll ferious attention, and 
called forth all our management and ingenuity, as we had little rope left 
to replace thofe that were by this time worn down to the very lafl ftage 
of being ferviccable. 

The plan of our operations thus arranged ; and having received from 
Mr. Puget, his journal and chart of the coafl, eaftward from Prince Wil- 
liam's found ; I ftiall proceed in the following chapter to ftate fuch infor<- 
mation, as was procured during the reparation of the velfels, in which 
it will appear, that I have adopted the name of Becring’s bay, inftead of 
AdiJiiralty bay, fo named by -Mr. Dixon ; this I have done from 
a convi6lion of its being the place that Bcering bad vifited, and in con- 
formity with Captain Cook’s intentions, that the bay in which Bcering 
had anchored ftiould bear his name; and for the following rcafonsalfo. 

On reference to the chart of Mr. Dixon, who firft named that place Ad- 
miralty bay, another fpacious bay is therein deferibeefto the eaftward of it, 
having an ifland lying off its fouth-eaft point, and called Becring’s bay; 
this has evidently been done in conformity to Captain Cook’s chart, for 
the diftance at which Meflrs, Portlock and Dixon palfed the coaft, gave 
them the fame fort of view oHt, and precluded tht^r dete6ling the error 

into 
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into which Captain Cook had fallen from fimilar circumftances. Captain 
Cook alfo reprefents an extenfive bay to the weftward of Beering’s bay, 
and hence the two charts exaftly correfpond. I had confidered Mr. 
Dixon’s to have been the firlt European veffel that had ever entered that 
bay; but our late minute examination has fhewn, that between cape 
Suckling, and cape Fairweather, only one fuch bay exifts; and confe- 
quently it muft be that in which Beering had anchored, and from whence 

at that time he fent Chitrow the mafler of the fleet to reconnoitre tlie 

% 

bay. “ Chitrow ^found between fome iflands a convenient anchoring 
“ place fecure from all winds, but there Was no occafion to make ufe of 
“ it.”* Now fince port Mtilgrave is formed by iflands, and lince it is the 
only place on tli6 coaft between cape Hinchinbrook, and cape fairweather, bcS 


* Vi(].2 Mul- 

lei 's account 


that affords “a convenient anchoring place fecure from all winds”; and 
fince that fituation will be found to correfpond with the latitude affigned 
to Beering’s anchorage, as dated by Mr. Smyloff to Captain Cook at 
Oonalaflika in oflober 1788; it is hardly probable that Beering could 
have anchored any where olfe, or that Controllers bay, and Kaye’s illand, 
could have been the places alluded to in Muller’s account of Beering’s 
voyage, bccaufe that bay is rendered inacccffiblc by flioals, and is inca- 
pable of affording any ftielter to fliipping. I'his bay then, fince no 
other exifls within the limits in queflion, rnufl be the fame which Cap- 
tain Cook meant to diltinguifh by the name of Bcering’s bay, in honor 
of its firft difeoverer ; although it is not found to be lituatecr in the iden- 
tical fpot on the coaft that Captain Cook at that time did fuppole, but 
further to the north and weft. Had circumftances permitted CJaptain 
Cook to have approached nearer to thefc flioreson pafling by them, there 
cannot remain a doubt but that this miftake would not have taken place ; 
and in all probability he would not have been fo much at a lofs to liave 
reconciled the accounts of the Rufiian clifeoveries on this part of Ame- 
rica. For* thefe reafdns the bay in our chart heats Beering’s name, but 
port Mulgrave, and other places in the bay nodded by Mr. Dixon, re- 
main unaltered. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER viir. 

« 

Mr. Puget’s narrative of his tranfaSlions and furvey of the coajl, between 
Prince WilLianis and Crofs founds ; during the Chatham's jeparation from 
the Difeovery, 


1 II E Chatliam on the 1 2th of jime got clear of Prince William's 
^ found, and her courle was directed round cape Hinchinbrook along the 
eafteru fide of that ifland, at the dillance of about a league from its 
Ihores ; thefe M-ere fomewhat irregularly indented with fmall bays, taking 
a clireflion N. 53 e., about feventeen miles to point Bentinck. About 
2 miles to the fouth of that point, commences the flioal noticed by Mr. 
Johnftonc, as extending acrofs to the oppofite continental fliore of the 
paffage, that he attempted to pafs. This Ihoal, not only formed a barrier 
to that palhige, but flretched in aneaftwardly direflion along the exterior 
continental Ihorc, at the dillance of about live miles, without having eij.her 
break or opening in it. Mr. Puget proceeded along this Ihoai at the 
diftancc'of about two miles firmi the breakers, the depth Iroin 7 to o 
fathoms; and having now advanced about 10 9r 11 miles from point 
Bentinck, the Ihoal, which was chiefly compofed of a dry barren fand, 
though in fornc places producing a little verdure, took a more fouthcrly 
turn, and incrcafcd its dillance from tlie high land, which extended in a 
more northerly line; tlpt of the flioal was about s*. 41 e., along which, 
Mr. Puget fleered at fflie dillance of about a league; the depth of water 
varying from 4^ to 9 fathoms. By nine in the evening, he had advanced 
7 or 8 leagues along the fhoal, when the favorable breeze being fiicccedcd 
by light baffling winds, and thick hazy weather, ho was obliged to haul 

off 
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off under an eafy fail, with intention of renewing the examination the 
next morning. This ftioal was obferved to fhoot out into ridges of high 
fand, ftretching from 3 to 6 ' '■ 7 nrnlc rom the main land, which in fome 
places com poled of a lov/ f > in others of deep abrupt cliffs ; the 
whole apparently was well wooded, and in two places it had the appear- 
ance of having fmall inlo*^ a. the c 'rk o. tl. Ihoal; it the clofe conneft- 
cd range of lofty fnowy mountains, running nearly parallel to the coaftat 
no great diftance, plainly (hewed the limits of their extent, befide which 
there was no channel through the (hoal, by which they could have been 
approached. Towards midnight, the wind and weather became more urn 
fettled, and at laft produced a ftrong gale from the eallw'ard ; this induced 
Mr. Puget to Hand to the fouthward, left it (hould have proved the 
forerunner of one of thofe very unpleafant cafterly ftorms w'c fo fre- 

cjufently contended with, and which had fo tiuich retarded the progrefs 
of our rcfearches in thefe regions; but in the forenoon of the 13th, the 
wind became fteady, and the weatner being tolerably well fettled, the 
Chatham again ftood to the northward, and by four in the afternoon 
was again in fight of the continent, prefenting a low (bore, which by 
compafs bore from n.w. to n. e. In about an hour foundings were 
had at the depth of 20 fathoms, and ftmrtly after the (hoal was again 
feen extending alon r coaft, of whlJi ic Chatham was within about 
miles at 1^’ven o’clock, ind being at this time in 6 fathor'^ water (he 
, d v: l!i,)al he.j formed one connefted barrier along the coaft, 
^ .ending ’ con.pafs fr .m n. 66 e. to s. 76 w., as far as could be dif- 
cerned in either point of view; and Sis th^ veffel was now, not more than 
2 or 3 leagues to the Jbuth-eaftward of the place from whence (he had 
hauled off the preceding evening, there could not be the lead doubt of 
this being a continuation of the fame flioal bank. 

The weather being f^ir, affbrdca a good opportunity of feeing the 
adjacent (bores. l'.c time Mr. Puget tacked,', the ifland lying to the 
north- weft of Kaye’s iliand, which he named W^ngii am Island, bore 
by compafs n. 87 e. 19 n. 81 e., two rocky iflets lying off the north-weft 
^loint of Controller’s bay, which after Sir Henry Martin, I called Point 
Martin, and is fitifated in latitude 60" 13^', longitude 215*36' ; bor^, 
VoL. III. F ^ . the 
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the one n. 59 e., the other n. 52 e., and a fmall apparent opening in 
the main land, N.3 e. The Ihoal in this point of view, appeared to 
unite with point Martin, and to admit of a palfage between them and 
Kaye’s ifland towards cape Suckling. To afcertain this fa6l Mr. Puget 
ftood towards Kaye’s ifland,- purpofing to pafs between it and Wirigham 
ifland; but as the wind then blew frelh from the n. e., he plied during 
the night, and the next morning tacked within about a league of point 
Martin, bearing by compafs n. low., having the cliffy iflets between 
the veflet and that point, with a continuation of the fhoal, wliich had 
now been traced from Hinchinbrook ifland to this ftation ; where the 
depth of water was 10 fathoms ; yet its termination could not be dif- 
cerned, as it was feen extending towards the fouthfCaft, completely pre- 
venting any communication with the ftiore, and rendering the expefted 
paflage to cape Suckling a very doubtful matter. In order to gain fOme 
information on this head, Mr. Le Mefurier, one of the midfliipmen, was 
feat in the cutter to examine, whilfl the Chatham ftood over to Kaye’s 
ifland in quell: of anchorage, and of a paflage between it and Winghara 
ifland; the latter in a north and fouth dire6lion is about a league long, 
and about a mile broad, forming with the north-weft point of Kaye’s 
ifland a paflage apparently navigable about a league in width, with re- 
gular foundings from 20 to 6 fathoms, until its callern extent was 
reached; when the depth fuddenly decreafed to 3 and 23: fathoms. Thir'^ 
circumftance compelled Mr. Puget to dehft from proceeding untd he 
Ihould be better acquainted with tjie paflage; and on difpatching a boat 
ibr that 'purpofe, the depth from ifland to ifland was found not to exceed 
from 2 to 3 fathoms. In conlequence of this report, Mr. Puget waited 
for the return of the cutter near the north-weft part of Kaye’s ifland in 7 
fathoms water, its fhores bearing by cpmpals s. 1.4 w. to N.38 K.; 
Wingham ifland .from n. 15 e. to n. 17 w.; the wefternmoft part of the 
main land in fight, n. 47 w., and the neareft ftiore,' being a fteep green 
point on Kaye’s ifland/ s. 11 w., one mile diftant. 

Towards midnight Mr. Lc Mefurier returned,^ and reported that he 
firfl; proceeded round the north and call fides of Wingham illand, where, 
clofe to its {hores, he found from 15 to lo laihomj water, in a narrow 
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channel formed by a continuation of the above fhoals, at the diftance of 
about half a mile to the north and eaft of Wingham ifland, from whence 
he fleered for the northern fide of Kaye’s ifland, with 3 to 5 fathoms 
water : at no great diflance to the north of his courfe, was the edge 
of the (hoal, interfperfed with dry fand banks appearing to unite with the 
main land, which at a confiderable, diftance rofe to lofty mountains, and 
formed the boundary of Controller’s bay. From the north-caft point of 
Kaye’s inland he proceeded to two fmall iflets, that lie in an eaftem di- 
reftion from it,, towards cape Suckling. Not far from thefe the depth 
of water was from 4 to 4-§- fathoms. He then proceeded about 2 miles 
in a northerly direftion, having from 3 to 6 fathoms water near the 
edge of the fhoal, which now appeared to continue to cape Suckling; 
this was the extent of his refearches eaftward, from whence he returned 
by the paffage between Wingham ifland and Kaye’s ifland, with foundings 
from 4 to 6 fathoms, until he reached the {hallow part that had flopped 
the progrefs of the Chatham, over which was not found more than from 
2 to 3 fathoms. So far as Mr. Le Mefurier had gone, there had not 
appeared any impediment to the Chatham’s making a paffage between 
thefe iflands and cape Suckling, which would not only greatly expedite 
her progrefs along the coaft, but it might prove to future vifitors a de- 
firable circumftance to be informed that fuch a paffage was navigable, 
in cafe of their being caught in a fouth-eaft gale, between Kaye’s ifland 
and cape Suckling, in which cafe they might be enabled to elude thofe 
ftorms and their attendant dangers. 

With this intent the Chatham proceeded the next morning ( i'5th June) 
round the north fide c£ Wingham ifland, that being the fafeft channel, 
and keeping clofe to its fhores had 15 and 17 fathoms water ; but on the 
wind failing, the flood tide drifted her to the eaftward, and on to the fhoal ; 
a fmall anchor was immediately carried out, and at eleven fhe floated off, 
and came to an ancfior in 13 fathoms water, near the eaft fide of Wing- 
ham ifland, without having received the leaft injury by this accident. 
It was now nearly high water, and a favorable breeze prevailed from the 
•weft ward; but as it was not confidered prudent to venture through fo 
intricate a channel, knd of which fo little knowledge had been obtained, 
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on a falling tide ; Mr. Puget determined to remain at anchor until near 
Iqw watct, uod ifl tHc interim to difpatch Mr. Le Mefuricr again^ for the 
purpofe of acquiring fome further information relative to this paffage. 
At live in the evening} the Chatham was again i under lail with a light 
welkrly wind, but on its being fucceeded by a calm, the velTel was by 
the influence of the tide again iat upon the flioal ; a light breeze of wind 
from the north very opporlunely fpringing up, the fails foon backed her 
off, and (he again anchored near Wingham ifland in 9 fathonjs water, 
about a fourth of a mile from itseallern ihore. 

Mr. Le Mefurier did not return befcare midnight, having from the 
before mentioned rocky iflets followed a fmall intricate channel leading 
into the ocean, where the depth of water had gradually increafed from 
4 to 1:6 fathoms* In this channel he had found a very heavy fwell from 
the fouthward, and that the bottom was a bed of rocks. He alfo afccr- 
tained that the flioal, over which the fca broke with great violence, con- 
tinued quite to cape Suckling. 

The principal objeft having been thus accomplifhed by the tracing of 
the continental boundary to cape Suckling, and by finding that the fea 
coaft from' Hinchihbrook ifland to that cape, is rendered inaccelfible by a 
conne£lcd flioal bank of land, extending feveral miles from the main land, 
and particularly from GontroHer’s bay^ the whole of which it occupies 
to the dillance of 6 leagues from the fhore or elevated land; Mr. PugeC^ 
did not confider the delay that would moft probably attend his naviga^ 
ting this channel, confiftent with the important objeft ftill in view, which 
would fully employ the remainder ’of the feafon. For this reafon he 
gave up his intention of paffing by this channel to cape Suckling, and 
in the morning of the 17th, though not without fome difficulty, owing 
to the want of wind, and the irregular fet of the tide ; he pafled round to 
the weft fide of Wingham ifland, and with a light north-eafterly breeze, 
direfted his courfe for cape Hamond, with gloomy and unfettled wea- 
ker. 

0 %quitting this ftation Mr. Puget remarks, tha^ according to the in- 
formation he had obtained from the Spaniards, the channel through* 
which the cutter had pafied, and found navigable fol' {hipping, was ftated 
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to be totally clofed, and impaflable even for boats; but in Mr. Dixon’s '794* 
delineation of the coaft, the flioal extends to the fouth-weft part of Kaye’s 
iilandf including Wingham ifland, feveral miles within it. Over a large 
portion of the fpace thus allotted to this fhoal the Chatham pafled, with- 
out being able to reach bottom with 70 fathoms of line. Such an error 
in this publication is hard to account for, and may have a bad tendency ; 
as the mifreprefentation in this inftance, would neceflarily have the elFeft 
of deterfing ftrangers from feeking the excellent Ihelter which thefe 
illands afford agajnfl the fouth«eall winds, which are the moft prevailing 
llorms, and are moft to be dreaded. Wingham ifland Mr. Puget repre- 
fents as forming on its eaft fide a tolerably well flieltered roadftead, even 
againft the eaftwardly winds, where good anchorage will be found to the 
fouthward of the firft fmall beach from its north point, at a commodious 
dlftance from the fliore ; here the north-eaft poirtt of Kaye’s ifland bore 
by compafs eaft, and cape Suckling, n. 76 e. ; this is the only fpace open 
to the ocean, and even this, is intercepted by the rocky iflets, bearing 
N. 83 E., and the intermediate flioal, v^hich completely prevents any very 
heavy fea from riling in that direftion ; good anchorage will alfo be found 
on the north and weft Tides of this ifland. The place where the Chatham 
anchored olf Kaye’s ifland, is alfo well proteQed from the moft prevailing 
winds. Repeated trials were made to take fome lilh with hooks and lines, 
laut to no eft'efl ; Ibme refrefhments were however procured, as the weft- 
eriyfide of Wingham ifland afforded a fupply of upwards of fixty dozen 
of eggs, which proved excellent, although taken from the nefts of fea- 
fowl; confifting chiefly of two forts ’of gulls, fea parrots, fhags,* and cur- 
lews; no ducks were here feen, and only two geefe were obferved. The 
eggs were taken from fteep, rugged, rocky cliffs, conftityting in many 
places the fhores of this ifland, which is moderately elevated, well 
wooded, and has on its eaftern fide two fmall ftreams of frefh water. It 
did not appear to be much the refort of the natives ; but near the north- 
eaft point of Kaye’s ifland, Mr. Le Mefurier found a village that had 
been recently deferteii. He deferibes the north fide of that ifland as a 
'low traft of land well wooded, and that its fhores are indented in fmall 
bays or coves ! bchiild Controller s bay, and the flioal coaft that lies to 
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*7?4- the north-wefl of it, extended a continuation of the fame lofty frozen 

July. , . ^ . 

— mountains that had bounded the northern branches of Prince William's 
found, and what had been noticed as appearing like two fmall openings, 
were, from the hills of Wingham ifland, feen to be intirely doled. Whilft 
tlie Chatham was at anchor olF it, the variation was obferved Jo be 27*, 
the latitude of its north point 60" 5-§-',.its longitude 215® 46'. 

This is the fubftartce of the information derived by the examination 
of that part of the coaft comprehended between cap^ Hinchinbyook and 
cape Suckling; and as the furvey of the continental ft)ore eaftward to 
Beering’s bay, was carried on by the Chatham, at a much greater diftance 
from the land, than had been the cafe in the Difcovery, and from which 
nothing illullrative of our refearches could be obtained, I lhall pafs on to 
the tranfadions of the brig after her arrival in Beering’s bay. 

On the evening of tfie 26th of June, the Chatham arrived off point 
Manby ; the water was found to be much difcoloured at the diftance of 
4 miles from the (hore, where bottom could not be gained with the hand 
line, nor were any riplings, or other indications of (hallow water, or hid- 
den dangers noticed. The fame appearances had been obferved by us 
on board the Difcovery in feveral inftances, to the eaftward of cape Suck- 
ling, which I concluded were occaftoned by the vaft quantity of frefh 
water produced by tlie diflblving ice and fnow on the fides of the moun- 
tains at this feafon of the year ; this draining through the low border oP 
land becomes impregnated with the foil, and being fpecifiically lighter 
than the fea water on which it floats, produces the effeft noticed by Mr, 
Puget. At this time a favorable wefterly breeze and fair weather pre- 
vailed, with which, as the veflel was palling along the north- weft Ihores of 
Beering’s bay about eight in the evening, the report of a gun was heard 
from the land ; this was foon accounted for by the appearance of five 
Kodiak Indians in two Ikin canoes, who repaired on board the Chatham, 
and acquainted Mr. Puget that there was a party of nine Ruflians on 
Ihore, from whom they brought a letter addrelfed in Englilh to the 
commander of either the Difcovery or Chatham. (This letter dated the 
13th of June, was from Mr. Shields the Englilh Ihip-builder before men- 
tioned, in the fcrvice of the Ruffians at Blying found. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Shields had been informed, that our veflels had met with feveral *794* 

accidents, and that I much wifhed to find a convenient fituation for lay- 
ing the Difcovery on (hore; this fervice he ilated could no where be 
better performed than in Blying found, and offered in the frahkeft and 
handfomefl manner, to afford us every affiflance in the power of himfelf 
or his pedple, that the ftores of the company could furnifh. Mr. Shields 
regretted very much that he had ’not known the Difcovery was in his 
neighbourhood until after our departure. He remarks in his letter that 
he had flot written four Englifh words in the courfe of the preceding 
four years, yet his letter did great credit not only to his abilities and un- 
derftanding, but to the goodnefs of his heart; which manifeftcd in the 
higheft degree, thofe ever living inherent principles of attachment to 
their native country, government, and laws, which the generality of 
mankind, however far removed, are found. to ponefs. Whcthfer fuch ge- 
nerous notions are more to be afcribed to the Britilh, than to any other 
nation, I will not pretend to determine; but that they exifled in their ful- 
lefl extent not only in the mind of Mr. Shields, but in the minds of four 
other Englifhmen who were with him, w'as unqueftionably evident, as 
thefe alfo by the fame conveyance fent notes, requefting in the mofl ear- 
neft and ferious manner to be informed as to the health and welfare of 
His Majefty, and the profperity of old England, from whence they had 
all been abient fome years at nearly the remolcll habitable extent of the 
globe, cut off from all connexion with their country, families, and friends. 

t)n ray perufing this letter, I concurred with Mr. Puget in lamenting 
our not having been fo fortunate as to meet Mr. Shields, as his, letter in- 
dicated him to be an intelligent perfon, from whom in all probability 
fome valuable information might have been procured. 

Mr. Puget fent an invitation to the Ruffians by the Indians, and pur- 
fued his courfe along the fhore, w^hich from point Manby took a direc- 
tion firft. N. 85 E., ^ leagues, and then n, 63 e., 8 miles further ; here 
the land fidlingback formed a finall bay, with*a low ifland about two 
miles long to the n. n. e. of it, from whence, ine coaft extended more 
eafterly towards an opening formed by two bluff points, lying nearly eafl 
and weft of each other half a league afunder ; the tafternmoft of thefe 

points 
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y94- points named by Mr. Pug^jt, P^int L atouche, is fituated in latitude 59® 

I — longitude 220“ Hi'.i the fliQres were compofed of a continuation of 
the low border, extending frpin the foot pf the mountains to the f^ fide, 
they were nearly firaight and cpmpafl; and were bounded by ke or frozen 
fnowj which ^fp greatly abpunded in the above opening, which ob- 
tained the name of jDiGG£s\SotrNi>. In the morning of the eyth 
the wind being unfavorable to the veflel’s proceeding in its examination, 
a boat was (fifpatched for that purpofci and ihortly after her departure a 
number of canoes naade their appearance to the fouthward, which oc- 
caHoned fome little concern, as the inhabitants of the bay are reputed to 
be a treacherous, unfriendly, and barbarous tribe. Thefe apprehen- 
fions were however foon done away by a vifit from Mr. Puget’s old Ruf- 
fian acquaintance PortofF, who informed him, that the canoes which had 
. occafioned his anxiety belonged to him, and were then filhing for. his 
Englilh friends. This was foon confirmed by their carrying on board a 
plentiful fupply of halibut, which proved to be extremely good, and was 
very acceptable. Thefe canoes contained a numerous party of the 
Kodiak, and Cook’s inlet Indians ; many of them were old acquaintances, 
but not a fingle native inhabitant of the bay was in the party. From 
PortofF was underftood, that he had quitted Cooks inlet about a month 
or five week’s before, with feven hundred fkin canoes, carrying about 
fourteen hundred Kodiak and Cook’s inlet Indians, with nine Ruffians./ 
all under his direftions, on an expedition to procure fea otter and other 
furs ; and that the whole party were now aflembled in this bay. Tlieir 
route had been clofe sdong the coall, and in a fhallow bay about 8 
leagues to the eaftward of cape Suckling, (mentioned by me early in the 
morning of the 27th of June) they flopped at a ftnall river, wliich emp- 
ties itfelf into that bay, and is called by them Ricci^ malo, unala. Its en- 
trance is obftru£led by a bar, on which with eaflerly winds the fea breaks 
with great violence, and in the fined weather is only, navigable for boats; 
but within the bar the depth increafes for a little didance, and then it 
drctches towards the rbountaias ; from this river they had gone to an- 
other a few leagues further to the eadward, (probkbly the fame opening 
noticed by me at noon on the 27th of june) this was obdrufted by a 
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fimilar bar, and a leFs depth of water within it, and is called by them ^794* 
Riko bolfliR unalct. Here Portoff had met between fifty and fixty of the v — 
native Indians, who treacheroufly murdered one of the Ruffians whilft 
afleep at a little difiance from the main body ; on difcovering which 
a fkirmilh had enfued, in which fix of the native Indians were killed, 
and their chief taken prifoner ; after this they quitted their fiation, and 
ftoppcd at another fmall rivulet oh the eaftem fide of Icy bay, from 
whence the whole party had come hither about fourteen days before the 
arrival of the Chatham. In addition to this information, Portoff fa’d, 
that a very dangerous rocky (hoal, about 15 miles in length, lies by 
compafs in a direftion s. by w., 63 miles from a place called by them 
Leda unala. This Mr. Puget conceived to be near the poi.nt Uiat I had 
called point Riou. Portoff himfelf had been on this Ihoal, taking fea 
otters, and ftated that the firft difeovery of it was owing to a Ruffian galiot 
having had the misfortune fome years before to be wrecked upon it ; 
two of the crew were drowned, but the reft; efcaped in their boats. Since 
that period an annual vifit had been made to it for the purpofe of killing 
fea otters, which are there met with ; and as it generally proves advan- 
tageous, Portoff meant to flop there on his return. 

F rom the Spaniards alfo I afterwards became acquainted, that a very 
dangerous rock exifted in this neighbourhood, the fituation of which they 
had taken great pains to afeertain, and had found it to lie s. 41 e. from 
cape Suckling, at the diftance of 26 leagues, and which was called by them 
Roca Pamplona ; when this was delineated on our charts it appeared to 
lie in adireflion s. 77 e,, difiant 8 miles from the rocky Ihoal. deferibed 
by Portoff ; hence it ,may be inferred, that Portoff and the Spaniards 
intend the fame flioal, though it is not ftated by the latter to be fo exten- 
five as by the former. 

It is without doubt dangeroufly fituated for the navigation of this coaft, 
and it may pcffiblyhave proved fatal to Mr. M^arcs’s confort, Mr. Tip- 
ping, who with his veffel was never heard of ajter leaving Prince Wil- 
liam’s found in 178^. 

The Ruffians, it feems, in navigating this coaft make but little ufe ol 
the compafs, even in fteeringfor the above Jhoal; on fuch occafions they 
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Ju^y frowi fome particular point on the coaft, (hape a courfe by the 

Vii— M< — land, and never fail to hit upon fome part of the {hoal; and hence arifes 
the probability of its being extenfive, as has been already mentioned. 

Portoff alfo Hated, that in the north-weft part of Controller’s bay, a 
river like Rika mcdo nruda, emptied itfelf over thofe ftioals. This I had 
likewife underftood to be the cafe from Mr. Smyloff, but I left that cir- 
cumftance to be decided by the Chatham. 

The weather in the forenoon fell calm with Ihowers of rain, attended 
with a rolling fwell from the s.w.; at noon, point Latouche bore by 
compafs N. 34 w., a league and a half diftant ; the neareft (bore n. 45 e., 
two miles diftant ; and an opening in a low fhore, which commenced 
about a league from point Latouche, taking a dire 61 :ion s, 14 e,, bore by 
compafs s. 78 e. Shortly after noon the boat that had been fent to ex- 
plore Digges’s found returned, and Mr. Puget became informed, that' it 
was clofed from fide to fide by a firm and compa6i; body of ice, beyond 
which at the back of the ice a fmall inlet appeared to extend n. ^5 e. 
about a league. The depth of water at tlie entrance of the opening is 
great, and on its north-eaft fide is a bay which afforded good anchorage, 
but had a moft dreary afpe6l from its vicinity to the ice ; notwiihftanding 
which, vegetation was in an advanced ftatc of forwardnefs. 

From the time of the Chatham’s arrival off point Manby to this fta- 
tion, the foundings were at firft from 60 to 40 fathoms, and then 35 to 
20,- 1 3 and 30 fathoms. Digges’s found was the only place in the l^iy 
that prefented the leaft profpeft of any interior navigation, and this was 
neceffarily very limited, by the clofe connefted range of lofty fnowy moun- 
tains that ftretched along the coaft at no great diftapee from the fea fide. 
Mr. Puget’s attention was next direfted to the opening in the low land, 
but as the wind was variable and adverfe to the progrels of the veffel, a 
boat was again difpatched to continue the inveftigation of thefc fhorcs, 
which are compaft from, point Latouche, and were riten free from ice. 
This opening was found j^^o be formed by an ifland about two miles long, 
in a direftion S.50E. and N.30W., and about a ipile broad, lying at 
the diftance of about half a mile from the main land. Oppofite to the 
fouth part of this, named by Mr, Puget Knight’s Island, is Elea- 
nors 
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nor’s cove, which is the eaftern extremity of Beering’s bay, in latitude 
59" 4 i'> longitude 220" 51'. Knight’s ifland admits of a navigable paf- 
fage all round it, but there are fome rocks that lie about half a mile 
from its weft point, and there is an iflet fttuated between it and the main 
land on its north-eaft fide. From Eleanor’s cove the coaft takes a direc« 
tion s. 30 w., about fix miles to the eaft point of a cMnnel leading to the 
fouth-weft, between the continent and fome iflands that lie off it ; this was 
confidered to lead along the ftiores of the main land to point Mulgrave ; 
and in the event of its proving navigable, the examination of the bay 
would have been* complete, and the veffel brought to our appointed place of 
meeting, which was now fuppofed to be at no very great diftance. At this 
time about fifty canoes of Portoff ’s party were about the boat, the In- 
dians in which carried on an advantageous commerce in purchafing white 
flnrts, ftockings, cravats, and other parts of the officers apparel, (which 
comforts were readily parted with) for fuch things as were deemed curio- 
fitics, confining of bows, arrows, darts, fpears, fifli-gigs, whale-gut 
ftiirts, and fpccimens of their very neat and curious needle- work ; articles 
with whiclt thefe people, though at fo great a diftance from home, were 
well provided, in expe6lation of finding a profitable market before they 
j cturned. In all their dealings they manifefted great keennefs, and feemed 
to know very well what they were about ; yet they dealt with the ftrifteft 
honefty, and with the moft implicit confidence of being, fairly treated. 

J)uring this intcrcourfe, two of the native inhabitants of the bay paid 
the Chatham a vifit ; and after the ufual ceremonious fong was ended, 
they repaired on board without tlie leaft hefitation. A few prefents of 
iron, looking-glafl’cs, ^and other trinkets, fet;med to have the effeft of 
making them feel perfcftly eafy and at home ; not a moveable efcaped 
attention, but underwent a moft minute examination. 

In the evening, the Kodiak and Cook’s inlet party, having finiffied their 
coinmcrtial bufmefs very fatisfaflorily; Portoff, after diftributing a few 
pinches of fnulF to fome, and filling the boxes^ of others, formed them 
into three divifions, ^and difpatched them all in queft of fea otters : on 
this fervice they departed with the greateft cheerfulnefs, whilft Portoff' 
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* 794 * remained on board the Chatham, where he was foon joined by the reft of 
1 — j— • his countrymen and the other fquadron of their Indian party. 

In the morning of the 28th the Chatham entered the channel before 
mentioned ; (a boat having been fent forward to carry on the examina- 
tion of the continetTital fhore ;) here the depth of water was 30 fathoms. 
After having adv^iced a Ihort diftance, the channel was found to unite 
with a pafl'age that took a winding' courfe through the iflands to the 
weftward, and was incommoded with many rocks and huge ftoncs, fimi- 
lar to thole noticed in Cook’s inlet. 

The channel leading along the continent was found* on examination 
to be not more than fifty yards wide, though nearly at high water; for a 
fmall fpace the depth was only 15 feet, but it quickly increafed to 10 
fathoms. This narrow fhallow part was carefully examined as it was 
paffed over ; the depth foon increafed to 1 7 fathoms, when port Mulgravc 
was feen ; point Turner bearing s. 33 w. The number of native vifitors 
now amounted to ten, who feemed on the moft friendly terms with tl’.e 
Kodiak party ; one of the former by figns and w’ords, ufed all his elo- 
quence to point out the impolTibility of the veffels palfing through tliis 
narrow paflage, and that ultimately (he would return by the lame way 
fhe was going ; in this however he was miftaken, for by keeping in mid- 
channel the depth was no where found to be left than 3 fathoms. This 
paffage is about fix hundred yards long, lying from the entrance of the/ 
channel s. 60 w., 2 miles, in which fpace the continental Ihore fonys a 
fmall bay, and to the fouthward of the narrow part it takes a more fouth- 
erly direction ; along it are fome illets and rocks, and the weftern fide 
of the channel is much broken. About a league from the narrow part 
the depth continued to be from 17 to 12 fathoms, until a Ihoal was 
reached that lies acrofs the paflage ; with this Mr. Johnftone had been 
acquainted on a former vifit, and he now entertained hopes of finding a 
fufficient depth for the ^Chatbam to pafs over it, for which purp<jfe a 
boat was difpatched to ^rch for its deepeft part. The boat had fcarcely 
put off when the depth of water fuddenly decreafefl to 5 fathoms, and 
the veflel inftantly grounded. The cutter which was in Ihore amongft. 
the iflands was immediately recalled, and attempts t/ere made to heave 
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the Chatham off, but it being then falling tide they proved ineffe6lual ; *794- 

and as it was near the top of the fprings, a bower anchor was carried out 
and a ftrong purchafe prepared, left the veffel fliould be pinched in 
floating the next tide. 

The native Indians here made their appearanceVg^tin, and brought 
with them a fupply of excellent falmon; they feemWd to exult in the 
corre6lnefs of their information, arid perfifted that no paffage for the vef- 
fcl would be gained by that route to port Mulgrave. Mr. Puget how- 
ever conceiving that they had now proceeded too far to abandon this 
defign without making further attempts, determined to give it another 
trial. 

It was low water about eight in the evening, the tide not having fallen 
more than fix feet perpendicularly fince the veffel had grounded. At 
this time the boats were founding for the dccpeft water, when the tide 
flowed fo much fafter than was cxpe£lcd, that before eleven o’clock the 
veffel floated, and fhe was hove off into 13 fathoms water, without ha- 
ving received the leaft apparent damage. Here the Chatham remained 
during the night, which was dark and gloomy, attended with rain and a 
frcfli cafterly gale of wind. The ebb tide on the morning of the 29th 
fell five feet lower than it had done on the preceding evening; this af- 
forded a perfe£f view of tlie furrounding flioals, which were in moft 
^places dry, with two large rocks. Between thefc the Chatham had 
gro^unded, and had fhe been fleered a few yards only to the right or left. 

It is moft probable fhe would have relied on one of them, which would 
have endangered her overfetting. About the conclufion of the ebb, a 
boat was fent to examme two places on the bar that were not dry, one of 
thefc, though narrow, was found to be fufficiently deep and free from 
danger, provided its line of diretlion was marked with buoys ; this was 
immediately done, and at half flood the Chatham paffed through it, ha- 
ving not’lefs than 3 fathoms water, which foon after deepened to 15 
fathoms. As the fhoals were approached that are ^id down by Mr. Dixon 
to the north-eafl of ppint Turner, which is a low narrow ftrip of land 
•forming the fouth-eaft point of the illand that protefts port Mulgrave 
from the ocean, the depth again decreafied to 4 and 3^ fathoms; but by 
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j 79 i- pafling to the weftward of the moft fouthern of thefe (hoals, a good chan- 
iiel was found, through which the veffel paffed, and about noon an- 
cliored in port Mulgrave in 1 2 fathoms water, tough clayey bottom ; 
point Turner bearing by compafs s. 32E.; the above fhoals, s. 65 to 
S.80E.; mount Elias, n. 69W.; the ncareft fliorc fouth, three ca- 
bles length ; andj^he flioals about the fame diftance. 

Thus, by pcrfevering, Mr. Puget made his way through a channel 
which, though he found prafticable, he does not recommend to be fol- 
lowed ; efpecially as the communication between port Mulgrave and the 
ocean is eafy and commodious, by the paffage to the fouth and weftwai'd 
of point Turner. 

The continental fliore from thefe narrows having been partly examined 
by the boat, flie was again fent to finifli the furvey of it to cape Phipps, 
the eaftern point of Beering’s bay. In the evening file returned, having 
accoinplilhed this fervice; by which it appeared, that from the narrows 
the continental fhore takes a courfe s. 28 w. for about a league, and is 
indented with fmall ba)’s or coves, and that there are many illets lying 
near the land. At a little diftance from a point, lying from point Tur- 
ner N. 86 £., about a league diftant, the main land takes firft a foutherly, 
then a wefterly and north-weft direftion ; forming a rounding bay about 
4 miles acrofs to cape Phipps ; which, according to our obfervations is 
fituated in latitude 59” 33', longitude 220“ 29' ; point Turner lying Iroiiit^ 
it s. 77 E., diftant two miles. About the fame diftance within .cape 
Phipps is a fmall opening in the low land acccffible only for boats, near 
which vv^as found an Indian village; that had the appearance of having 
been very recently deferted ; not one of its fornger inhabitants was to be 
feen, excepting about fifty dogs that were making a moft dreadful howl- 
ing. This circumftance gave rife to an opinion, that the arrival of 
Portoff’s party in this neighbourhood had induced the native Indians to 
quit their habitations, and retire to the woods, or ftirthcr along the coaft 
to the caftward ; and ^r. Puget thinks that this idea was fupported by the 
defeription that Portoff firft gave of thefe people, jas being a treacherous, 
cruel tribe, by whom his numerous party were kept in a ftate of con- 
ftant anxiety for their general fafety. It alfo led to a fuppofition, that 
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at fome earlier period the Ruflians had made ufe of harfli and coercive 
raeafures to bring the inhabitants of this bay to a friendly intercourfe ; 
this however, had been pofitively denied by Portoff, who aflcrted, that no 
fkirmilh whatever had hitherto taken place between thefc people and 
their modern Ruffian vifitors; though according to hi?J^wn ftatement, he 
had at that time met with only thirty of the natives, not^vitliftanding that 
Mr. Dixon in the year 1787, computes their number to be levcnty ; and 
Mr. Johnftone, who vifited this bay in the year following, is of opinion, 
that they amounted at that time to one hundred and fifty of both fexes, 
and all ages. This apparent <lifference may however be owing to tlie 
wandering life which the North Weft Americans are found to lead, par- 
ticularly in the fummer feafon, for the purpofe of procuring a lupply of 
fifh, and other articles of food, for their maintenance during the winter ; 
and* as it was afterwards proved, that thefe fhores were not fo thinly in- 
habited as had been imagined, the ftatement made by Portoff' is likely to 
be corre6l. 

Portoff was not at this time on board the Chatham, and Mr, Pujiet was 
a little furprized at receiving a meffage from him by one of the Ruffians, 
inquiring if a gold watch-chain, and feals, were miffing from the veffcl, 
as the captive Indian chief, who had been permitted to deep in the cabin 
tlie night Portoff remained on board, had produced thefc valuables, and 
Jiad alleged that he had received them as a prefent from Mr. Puget, who 
until.that infiant, was unconfeious of his lofs. On the meffenger being 
made acquainted with the theft, he replied that Portoff would deliver 
them up the next morning, which on *the 30th he accordingly performed. 
On this occafion Portoft ex prefled great indignation at the robbery, and 
confidered himfelf as being very fortunate that he had been able to ob- 
tain the chain and feals uninjured, and to have an opportunity of refto- 
ring them, whilft he had the power of fo doing. Portoff embraced this 
occafion to* inform ISTr, Puget, that on the evening* of the 28th, whilft he 
and his whole party were on one of the fmall iflands in port Mulgrave, 
they were furprized bv It vifit of about fifty of the natives ; and notwith- 
Ihinding the fuperior numbers of his party, he had fo little confidence in 
the courage of the Kbdiak and Cook’s inlet Indians, that he was ex- 
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tremely anxious to be quit of fuch dangerous vlfitors, and had deter- 
mined on returning to the Kodiak as foon as the Chatham Ihould leave 
the bay; in the mean time he purpofed to remove his whole fquadron 
from its then ftation to point Turner. For this purpofe he departed, 
and on the morni^ of the ift of July, he returned with his numerous* 
little fleet, and p/tchcd his encampmjent on that point. 

In the evening the Chatham was in readinefs for fea agreeably to my 
direftions ; but as the weather during the day had been pleafant with a 
fine wcfterly breeze, Mr. Puget was in conftant expeftation of feeing the 
Difeovery, and deemed it moft prudent to remain ftationary until the 
next morning, rather than rifk a longer reparation by proceeding to fea. 
His conje6lures of the Difeovery being nigh at hand, were in a great 
meafure confirmed late in the evening ; and Mr. Manby was difpatched as 
before related. The next morning however brought no tidings to the 
Chatham either of Mr. Manby, or the vcflel ; but as it had been pre- 
vioufly fettled, that Mr. Manby ’s not returning fliould denote the arrival 
of the Difeovery, Mr. Puget concluded fhe was coming into port Mul- 
grave, and remained at anchor in that expeflation. 

In the afternoon Mr. Puget vifited the Ruflian encampment on point 
Turner, and found the whole party comfortably fituated. Portoff’had 
an c.xcellent fmall tent made of Ruffian fail cloth, which feemed to be 
appropriated to his foie ufe, and as a depofit for their fire arms, ammu- 
nition,. and other articles of value ; near which, an Indian hut was erefted 
for the nTidencc of the other Ruffians ; the captive chief and his family, 
and the reft of the party, were fo fituated, that no furprize could be well 
apprehended ; their fpcars, formed at the point like a fpontoon, were 
placed near each habitation, in readinefs to aft on the defenfive; and 
their daggers, and other weapons were equally well difpofed. Their 
temporary liabitations were each formed by two canoes placed edgeways, 
about four feet afunder, and their paddles conflituteH a kind of roof, over 
which wore laid thicktflcins of land animals, which effeftually protefted 
them from the inclemency of the weather; and formed, though a fmall 
and low, yet a comfortable refling place ; the bottom being firfl coveretl 
by a mat, flrcwcd over with clean dry grafs. Mady fea otters that were 
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juft brought on fhore by fome of the Kodiak Indians, gave Mr. Puget 
an opportunity of feeing their manner of preparing thofe fkins, which 
differed materially from that praftifed by the other inhabitants of the 
coaft, in whofe pofTeffion we have found that fpccies of fur. Thefe peo- 
ple drew the fkin over the body of the animal, without making any inci- 
fion either in the back or the belly, and in that ftate tfte fkins were hung 
up to dry ; but whether they underVent any other prodefs prioif to their 
being fent to market was not underftood. The flefh of thefe animals is 
efteemed* to be a very great dainty ; and whilft fome were employed in 
flvinning, the fufrounding company were bufily engaged, with their 
knives, in feraping the blubber or fat from the carcafe, and in that raw 
ftate eating it with the greateft rellfh. The reft* of the animal was boiled, 
with the wild vegetables procured in great abundance, in and about the 
woods, and afforded the party an excellent repaft. The bones of the 
fea otter, with thofe of all other amphibious animals, arc preferved with 
the greateft care by thefe Indians, but for what purpofe Mr. Puget was 
unable to learn. Thofe of the party who were not tlius engaged, feemed 
to be induftrioufly employed in making fuch articles of curiofity, as 
found the moft ready market amongft their Englifh friends. 

In the evening the canoes that had been fent with Mr. Manby returned 
without him, and as they brought neither letter nor meffage, it ferved to 
confirm Mr. Puget in his former opinion, that the Difeovery was coming 
into port ; efpecially as the wind and weather were extremely unfettled, 
and confequently, very unfavorable to the examination of the coaft to the 
eaftward. The arrival of a large pa^ty of native Indians the next morn- 
ing, on the fouthern ftiore of the main land oppofite to point Turner, 
threw the whole Ruffian encampment into a ftate of confufion, and 
caufed every preparation to be made for ailing on the defenfive ; in the 
mean time the captive chief was difpatchcd in a Kodiak canoe, for the 
purpofe of ufing his endeavours to bring about a fj-icndly intercourfe, and 
to eftablifh a good underftanding. On this occafion feveral meffages 
paffed, but no interview took place between the two parties during the 
^ay, which was very unpleafant, the wind being very boiftcrous from the 
eaftward. Early in tjie morning of the 4th, a large wooden canoe, with 
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twelve of thefe ftrangers, vifited the Ruffian encampment, and were wel- 
i corned to the fliore by a fong from the Kodiak Indians ; this compli- 
ment being returned in the fame way, a conference took place ; in which 
the native chief exerted his utinoft eloquence to point out the extent 
of their territories, /and the injufticc of the Rulfians in killing and taking 
away their fea otdsrs, without making them the fmallell recom pence. 
After thefe grievances had been enumerated with great eiYsrgctic force, 
the chief lent a fea otter fkin to Portoff, and on his accepting this pre- 
fent, a loud fhout was given by both parlies : this was followed by a 
fong, which concluded thefe introduftory ceremonies. The vifitors now 
landed, and were condufted to the encampment, where the friendly re- 
ception they met with, induced the chief to difpatch his canoe, with fuch 
information to the reft of his tribe, that they foon repaired to point 
Turner; and after fimilar ceremonies of fongs and dancing, thefe like- 
wife landed, amounting to about fifty, in whole pofleffion were fix ex- 
cellent muflcets, kept in the higheft order, and each had a large iron dag- 
ger that hung from his neck in readinefs for immediate fervice. 

But as no confidence could be placed in their profeflions of friendfhip, 
fo large a party excited in Portoff the moll ferious apprehenfions for the 
fafety of his people, efpecially, as the native Indians took up their abode 
in the vicinity of his encampment ; and although at that time it contained 
nearly nine hundred, whilll the number of the natives did not amount 
to more than feventy perfons, amongfl whom, were fome women and 
boys, yet he greatly dreaded an attack ; being confeious that the major 
part of his people would be unequal to rcfift the irnpctuofity of fo daring 
and defperate an adverfary. 

Mr. Puget relieved Portoff .of his diftrefting folicitude by the ftrongeft 
affurances, that fo long .as the Chatham remained in his neighbourhood, 
he might, in the event of an attack, depend on every affiftance in his 
power to afford, as alfb, in the exertion of his beft. endeavours, to gain 
thel'c ftrangers more over to the intereft of the Ruffian party. Thefe 
offers were received by Portoff with marks of the nioft lively gratitude, 
as he had confidered his fituation as being extremely critical, but waq 
now, from Mr. Puget’s alfurariccs of protection, .made perfeffiy enfy; 
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and for the purpofe of preferving the good underflanding that appeared 
to have taken place, he dillributed amongft his vilitors fbmc large and 
fmall blue beads, with Iheet copper, and bracelets made of that metal. 
This meafure appeared to have its dclired eff’eft, as the chief and his party 
feemed to be well pleafed, and foon after they all retired from the encamp- 
ment, apparently well fatisfied with their reception. TJie trivial articles 
given by PortolF, were the only fpecies of merchandize the Ruffians 
had with them ; even thele, had been brought in very fmall quantities ; 
and it w’buld appear that they were vciy inadequate to the purchafe of 
furs from the tribes or nations, in the more fouth-callcrn parts of this 
coaft; but a commercial intercourfe with the native inhabitants of 



North Well America to the eallward from jirince William’s found did 
not appear to be an objeft of the Ruffian purfuit. 

Late in the evening, Portolf acquainted Mr. Puget, that the Difeovery 
was coming round the point ; a gun was immediately fired, and Mr. John- 
flone difpatchcd in the cutter; but the vellel under fail foon appeared 
like a galiot, and was fuppofed to be a Ruffian, until the return of Mr. 
Johnllone about lour in the morning, who had found the velfel to be the 
Jackall, which anchored near ])oint Turner. Here Mr. Johnllone 
learned, that Ihe had parted from the Difeovery the preceding afternoon, 
and that Ihc had after that time been driven fomc leagues to the eallward. 

As Mr. Puget did not receive by this velfel any letter or melfage, he 
llill fuppofed that I Ihould return to port Mulgravc, to wait a more fa- 
vorable opportunity for profecuting the furvey of the coall. The wea- 
iher llill continued in the fame unlettlcd Hate until the evening, when 
the clearing of the wellern Iky llrongly indicated a favorable change. 
In the morning of the ^th the whole party of native Indians quitted port 
Mulgrave, and left the Ruffians in quiet pollclfion of point Turner. 
Before their departure, their number had gradually incrcalcd to an hun- 
dred and .upwards. , The feveral chiefs had qccafionally vifited Mr. 
Puget, who made them all prefents of fuch articles as were by them confi- 
dered valuable, and v^ere well accepted. Mr. Pdget mentions alfo, that 
after an amicable intercourfe had been ellabliflicd between the two par- 
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ties, they entertained each other with fongs and dances, according to the 
different cuftoms of each particular tribe. 

A fine breeze having fprung up about noon from the n. w., the 
Chatham quitted port Mulgravc. Here Mr. Puget ftates, that they 
were enabled to procure fome tolerable refrelhmcnts*, the fhorcs pro- 
duced an abundance of very good wild celery, which had been daily 
boiled with portable foup in their pe'as, and had been eaten alfo as fal- 
lad; but to the bounty of their Ruffian friend Portoff, they had been 
more confiderabl)^ indebted, for a conftant and ample fupply of fifh, 
chiefly halibut, with fome few cod and falmon. Thefe were all he had 
to beftow, but he furniflied them in fo handfome and fo difinterefled a 
manner, as plainly indicated, that he poffeffed a mind and difpofition, 
not only capable of great afts of generofity, but highly intitled to a 
more rel'peflablc poll in civil fociety, than the lot of his fortune feemed 
to admit. His behaviour from his firfl vifit, had been marked by a 
flcady, uniform line of condu61:, that manifefled a jufl fenfc of thole 
obligations, which although demanded by the rights of hofpitality, are, 
when fo very plcafantly conferred, deferving the highefl commendations 
and acknowledgments ; befide which, Mr. Puget had little in his power 
to offer. Some few tri^ ial articles were however mofl thankfully ac- 
ce{)tcd by Portoff, who tot)k charge of fome books likely to be fervicc- 
ablc as a prefent for Mr. Sliields, to whom, and likewife to Mr. Berre- 
noff, the conduflor of the company’s affairs at the Kodiak, Mr. Puget 
wrote in fuch terms of the condutf of this honefl failor, as he mofl richly 
had defarved. 

Mr. Puget concludes the account of his tranfa6lions at this place by no- 
ticing, that in fitiling into port Mulgrave it is ncce/fary to give a good birth 
to point Phipps, in order to avoid a fmall reef that ftretches from it into the 
fea. From the inner or north point of this cape, point Turner lies s. 83 e., 
diflant two miles and three quarters; this point is bold, and mufl be kept 
clofc on board, for the purpofe of avoiding the fhoals that lie at a little 
diflancc to the eaflwarcl of it ; between thefe fhoals and the point, good 
anchorage is found in 8 to 14 fathoms, clear good holding ground; the 
variation by the Chatham’s compafs was 26” eaftwar41y ; the rife and fall of 
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the tide perpendicularly was about nine feet, and it was high water 30' 
after the moon had palfed the meridian. 

The dangers in Beering’s bay, particularly between point Manby and 
the iflands forming port Mulgravc, are confidered to be numerous, fince 
feveral rocks were fecn, juft (hewing their heads above water; but Mr. 
Puget had not leifure to undertake a minute examination of thefe latent 
dangers, or of the iflands juft mentioned forming the port, which, by its 
foutli-eaftern entrance, is free from any danger or interruption, and af- 
fords ample fpace to turn in, between the main land and the ifland. 

Here the Chatham was employed in reaching the ocean with a wcfterly 
wind until fix in the evening, when her courfe was dirc£led for Crofs found. 
On approaching cape Spencer, a dozen of the natives in one canoe vi- 
fited the brig, all of whom expreffed the fame want of confidence that 
had been exhibited to us, and not one of them would venture on board, 
without a holtage being fent into the canoe. As this ceremony had not 
been before obferved by any of our North Weft American vifitors, it was 
not at firft comprehended, but on the demand being unclerftood, Mr. 
Puget ordered one of his people into the canoe; upon which the chief 
immediatc'l)’ repaired on board, and a large fupply of halibut was foon 
purchafed with iron. Wliilft this traffic was going on, and the hoftage 
remained in the canoe, the chief feemed pcrfeftly (afisfied, and recon- 
ciled to his fituation ; but the inftant the man was defired to come from 
out of the canoe on board, the chief returned. I'his exccflTive fufpicion 
ancf diflruft, which liad been by no means the general charafter of the 
North Weft Americans, is not cafilj^ to be accounted for; unlefs it be 
fuppofed, which is too much to be apprehended, that fome of their civilized 
vifitors had given them’caufe for adopting this precaution. 

Mr. Puget and the gentlemen on board the Chatham had been equally 
deceived with ourlelvcs by the appearance of the ic e, and had tacked to 
avoid approaching too near fome pieces whicli the y had fuppoled to be 
rocks; but after difeovering the miftakc they foon joined us as already 
mentioned, without noticing either rocks, (hoab, or odter interruption 
in failing up the founu, excepting the ice before mentioned. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

TranfaSiions in Cro/s found — Proceed to fea-— Account of a boat excurjion-— 
Defcription of port ALthorp and Crofs found — AJlronomiccd and nautical 
obfervaiions^ 
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A LT li OUG H the ■\\xalherj during the night and morning, had been 
very rainy, yet it did not prevent our being vifited by the natives in 
feven or eight canoes, containing men, women, and children ; who, from 
this early vifit, we had great reafon to fuppofe had their refidence at no 
great dillance. It appeared that they had taken up a temporary abode 
on one of the two fmall branches in this cove, for the purpofe, it flionld 
feem, of being our near neighbours. Their numbers were afterwards 
fo augmented that we had frequently near an hundred about the veflels, 
who, notwithflanding the weather was foggy, rainy, and very unpleafant, 
furnifhed us with a tolerable fupply of halibut and falmon ; the latter was 
of a very inferior fort, and poffeffed little or no tafle ; in addition to tliefc 
eflentials# they difpofed of a few indifferent fea otter fkins : in this traffic 
they dealt very honcflly, and in the other parts of their condutl they 
feemed to fhew an open, cheerful, and lively difpofition; yet no one 
was inclined to trufl himfelf in our power on board, although on fhore 
they were affable and familiar. 

Since our arrival on the coafl this feafbn, the flaAc of my Itcalth had 
been too indifferent to allow of my taking any fhare in the feveral diflant 
boat excurfions ; but aS it feemed to be highly pr^>bable, from the ex- 
tremely broken appearance of this extenfive opening in the coaff, that, 
Mr. VVhidbcy might be led to a great diflance, in Ignd, by purfuing the 
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continental fliore, and by that means be precluded from examining the 
various iflands that appear to lie before it, and to form the external 
boundaries of this found ; and confidering myfelf now fuflicicntly re- 
cruited to be equal to that taflt, early in the morning of the 14th I lat 
out for that purpofc, but by noon I was obliged to return, in confe- 
quence of being feized with a moft violent incHfpofition, which termina- 
ted in a bilious cholic, that confined me for fcveral days to my apart- 
ments. 

During my abfcnce a fail had been defciied in the offing, which had 
been fuppofed to *bc the Jackall, and on my return a boat was font to 
afford her every affiflance in our power. At three the next morning 
the boat returned from the vcffel, which was found to he a brig named 
the Arthur, commanded by a Mr. Barber, belonging to Bengal, but lafl; 
from port Jackfon. At noon flic anchored in this port, off the ifland 

forming its wcflern fide, to the fouth of the ftation we had taken. I he 
Indians were as ufual about our vcfl'els, hufily employed in commercial 
dealings ; but on the arrival of this vcffel, I thought it proper to prohi- 
bit the purchafe of furs, by any of our people. 

The lame very unplealant weather continued with little variation; the 
wind blowing a Itrong gale from the caflward. On friday afternoon our 
amicable intcrcourfe with the inhabitants of the country was in fome 
meafure interrupted, by one of them liaving been dcleftcd in the add of 
Healing forne of the lower part of the rudder chains. Some mufleets had 
been fired to induce thofe in the canoe to return their prize tonoeffefcl; 
the launch was therefore fent in purfuit of the canoe, and jufi as the 
Indians were about to land the canoe overfin, by which accident the 
Ilolen goods were loll, witfi fueh other valuables as they liad colletled 
during tl’.e day; and the party, confifHng of two women and a man, were 
made prifoners, and with their canoe, brought on board, dhe three 
delinquents were orde^red into irons ; but they harj not been h>ng fo cir- 
cumllanced, before I received a very humble petition from the two 
ladies, who on promjfing they would not again 6e found fo offending 
\verc liberated. The man remained in confinement until the next morn- 
ing, when I undcrflqod that forac fimilar a(.ts had been committed on 
t board 
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board the Chatham; this information induced me to confider, that 
making an example of the thief in our polfelfion, might be attended 
with the defirable effe6l of preventing further mifdemeanors ; and for this 
reafon he was punifhed with four dozen lalhcs, after which his canoe was 
returned to him, and he with his ladies was difmifled. 

On this correftion bciftg inflifted, the reft of the canoes quitted the 
TtKfdjy aa. covc, and no one came near us until'tuefday, when one only came along- 
fide. On the Indian meeting a friendly reception, his neighbours were in- 
duced to follow his example, and our former intercourfe was perfcftly re- 
eftabliftied. Amongft the number who now vifited us. Was one of the wo- 
men who had been overfet in the canoe, and who in that fcuffle had hurt 
the feparated part of the lower lip ; but on receiving the neceftary fur- 
gical affiftance for healing the wound, for which purpofe fhe came regu- 
larly on board every morning, it was foon perfeftly healed. 

Wednef. 23. The Arthur failed on the 23d, and on the faturday following the Jackal 
Saturday 26. arrived, and anchored near us ; on this occafion the former rcftritlions 
as to the purchafe of furs were again enforced. 

Mr. Brown ftated, that he had quitted port Mulgrave the morning after 
the Chatham had failed, and had left Portoft and his party at point Turner ; 
but on his meeting with a hard gale from the eaftward, he was obliged 
to return thither, with the lofs of fome fpars, arid with material damage 
to his fails. The Ruftian party he found ftill at their encampment, but 
underftood that fix of the Kodiak Indians had been captured by the na- 
tive Inhabitants. Portoff requefted Mr. Brown would afford him fome 
affiftance to regain his people ; for which purpofe, with a numerous fleet” 
of canoes, and one of the Jackal’s boats, Portoff dire£led his courfe up 
the bay, and foon met with the hoftilc Indians, who, after a long difcuffion 
delivered up five of their prifonCrs, and in return received five of their 
comrades, being part of a number which in retaliation, the Ruffians had 
captured, but the remainder of the party amountifsg to twelve men and 
women, were detained by Portoff, until the other Kodiak Indian fhould 
be reftored. Mr. BroWn’s fecond vifit to port l^ulgravc was of fhort 
duration, and Portoff with his numerous fleet quitted it a few hours bcr 
fore his departure. 
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We were now in hourly expeftation of the party’s return under the ‘^794- 
command of Mr. Whidbey, for the comfort and even fafety of whom, 
it was not polTible for us to avoid having the moft anxious folicitude, as 
the weather that had generally prevailed fince our arrival in this place, 
had been of an extremely unpleafant nature. In the afternoon, however, 
we were very agreeably relieved of our anxiety for their welfare, by their 
returning all in good health and fpiVits; after having traverfed the conti- 
nental (hore fo far as to be within about 20 leagues of cape Decifion, from 
whence a clear channel had been feen into the ocean. To this flation a goed 
inland navigatiorf had been found, excepting that in an eafterly direftion 
from the anchorage of the velfels at the diftance of about 1 o leagues, the 
paffage though fufficiently fpacious, was at that time greatly incommoded, 
and, in fome places, nearly clofed by large fragments of floating ice. This 
ineonvenience having already occafioned us much annoyance, and mo- 
ments of the moft anxious concern, I did not choofe to combat again fuch 
difficulties, efpecially as by purfuing our route by the ocean, it would af- 
ford us an opportunity of delineating the exterior coaft ; and as Mr. John- 
ftone had accomplilhed the fervice, which want of health had prevented 
my effefting, I di refled every thing to be taken from the ffiore, and the 
vcflels prepared for failing the next morning; but it was not until mon- Monday a8. 
day in the forenoon that the wind permitted us to move, when, with a 
light air from the north, and with the affiftance of all our boats, we were 
enabled to get out of the port which I have named PortAlthorp. We 
ha5 no fooner arrived in the found than the breeze died away, and the 
flood tide obliged us to anchor until.one o’clock. At this time*a breeze 
again fprang up, but being from the s. w., we were employed until mid- 
night in turning out of the found. We flood to and fro off cape Crofs 
to wait the return of day, in order to carry on the examination of the 
external coaft fouthward towards cape Decifion, which was now difeo- 
vered to be either t,|je coaft of a long ifland, or an archipelago extending 
to the latitude of 56° 15', and probably fur\,her fouth. Near its fouth- 
eaftern extremity, I'yntended to take the firft cbnvenient fituation that 
, might offer for the veffels, whilft the boats were employed in completing 
Vo I.. III. . li the 
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the furvey of the final 1 portion of the continental Ihore that now re- 
mainal for our examination. 

Previoufly however, to my proceeding in this part of my journal, I 
lhall ftatc the fervices performed by Mr. Whidbey during his late excur- 
fion, which according to the dire£tions he received commenced on the 
forenoon of the loilifrom cape Spencer, with very thick foggy unplea- 
fant weather ; this inconv'enience, in addition to the immenfe numbers of 
huge pieces of floating ice, very much retarded his progrcls acrofs the 
found. Having at length effefted this objeft, the continental Ihore from the 
cape above-mentioned was found to take nearly a north direftion for 
about 3 leagues to a low pebbly point; n.n.w. from which, five miles 
further, a fmall brook flowed into the found, and on its northern fide flood 
the ruins of a deferred Indian village. To reach this ftation, the party had 
advanced up an arm about 6 miles wide at its entrance, but which had 
decreafed to about half that width, and their further progrefs was now 
flopped by an immenfe body of compaft perpendicular ice, extending 
from fliore to fhorc, and connefled with a range of lofty mountains that 
formed the head of the arm, and as it were, gave fupport to this body of 
ice on each fide. Their courfe was now direfted acrofs the arm, and 
on its caflern fide, compelled by the inclemency of the weather, the party 
flopped until it fhould prove more favorable to’ their purpofe. Thefe 
fliores are compofed of a border of low land, which on high tides is over- 
flown, and becomes broken into iflands. Here were erefted two pillars 
fixteen feet high, and four feet in circumference, painted white; on the 
top of each was placed a large fquare box ; on examining one of them 
it was found to contain roany afhes, and pieces of burnt bones, which 
were confidered to be human ; thefe reli6ls were carefully wrapjjed up in 
fkins, and old mats, and at the bafe of the pillars was placed an old 
canoe in which were fome paddles. 

The weather in the night was dark with conflant min, and on the fol- 
lowing morning it improved but little; yet as it permitted the party 
to fee from point to point, Mr. Whidbey profecuted' his refearches, and 
found the fhores of the icy barrier taking a direftion s. 53 e. 4^ leagues, , 
to a point, which I have called Point WiMButnoN, lying from 
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cape Spencer N.53E., diftant eleven miles. In paflingthis fpace, they > 79 i- 
were obliged to make their way through a great quantity of floating ice, y — 
and between three finall rocky iflands lying at a little diftance from the 
main land, which oppofue to thefe iflands terminates in fleep, rugged, 
rocky cliffs. 'I’his point forms the north-weft point of entrance into 
an exlenfive branch of the found extending to the caftward; its oppofite 
point of entrance, which I named Point Lavin>a, is the north- 
eaft point of port Althorp, and lies from it s. 12 e., at the diftance of fix 
miles. ’Between thefe points is a group confifting of one low, and two 
high rocky iflands, with fome rocks andiflets about them; from hence 
the fliorc took a circular direftion to the n. n. e. for about a Ica^ie, and 
formed the weftern entrance of a fmaller branch about 2 miles wide, ex- 
tending to the north and north-weftward ; at the entrance of wliich, in 
nrid-channcl was only found 18 fathoms water; a circumftance we had 
been little accuftomed to meet with in our examination of the feveral 
branches of this very extraordinary country ; as in alinoft every other 
inftance their depth had been far greater, than we had been provided to 
reach. Up this opening the party advanced nearly in a north- weft, di- 
re 61 ion about 2 leagues, where their further progrefs was nearly flopped 
by flioals; rocky iflets, and rocks, extending acrofs th.e branch, which de- 
creafed to about a mile in wddtli, and for the fpace of about two miles, was 
occupied by thefe iflets and rocks ; beyond them on the weftern fliore 
was a fmall (hallow opening, that appeared to communicate with one of 
a fimilar defeription, and which had been noticed in the other arm a few 
miles below the icy barrier, but \^as too (hallow to be apprcwached by 
the boats. About 4 miles from hence in a northerly direflion this branch 
finally clofed, being m mod; places greatly encumbered with icc. On 
the return of the boats, they were much incommoded by the flioals that 
extend from the north-eaft fide of the arm, to within half a mile of its 
fouth-wc 4 f fide. AJiout its entrance the foundings -were ix'gular, of a 
moderate dejith, atrd aflorded good and (ccure anchorage ; but at this 
feafon, veflels woulc\be much inconvenienced by* the immenfe quantities 
of floating icc; this impcdin’.cnt, in addition to the weather being again 
very foggy, ftoppet^ the progrefs of their rcfearchcs carl)' in the after- 
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noon, and obliged them to retire about a league within the entrance on 
* the eaftern fliore. About ten of the natives in two canoes had been met 
with, who had conduced themfelves in a very civil and friendly manner. 
Toward the evening and in the night, the ice accumulated fo much as to 
threaten deftruftion to the boats, which under t he circumftances of their 
tituation, could not without inconvenience and delay be hauled on Ihore : 
the utmofl: vigilance of the party became requifite to prevent their being 
damaged, which was happily elFe6led, though with the lofs of a grapnel, 
as the Chatliam’s cutter had by the ice been unavoidably forced adrift. 
This, though an important lofs, (none of the boats having a fpare grap- 
nel) was foon compenfated by the ingenuity of Mr. Le Mefurier, who 
had the command of the cutter, and who immediately conftrufted one of 
wood, that anfwered the purpofe of an iron one extremely well, during 
the reft of the excurlion. 

The morning of the 1 2th, though unpleafant, was rather more favo- 
rable to their purfuit, which was ftill greatly impeded by the ice. From 
the eaft point of this branch, which I have called Point Dundas, fitu- 
ated in latitude 58“ 21', longitude 224* 1', the coaft takes an irregular 
E. N. E. direftion about feven miles to a point, from whence this branch 
of the (bund appeared to be very extenfive in an e. s. e. point of view, 
and was upwards of 3 leagues acrofs. The party proceeded from point 
Dundas to this ftation, through a channel fiom 2 to 3 miles in width, 
between the continental fhore, and an ifland about feven miles long and 
three miles broad, lying in a n. e. and s. w. direflion. This fpacious 
inlet prefpnted to our party an arduous talk, as the fpace between 
the fliores on the northern and louthern lides, feemed to be intirely 
occupied by one compafl fiieet of ice as far as the eye could diftin- 
guilh. Whilft the boats remained at this point they were vifited by the 
natives in feveral canoes, that had come from out a fmall lhallow brook 
a little to the weftward of the point. Excepting few indifferent fea 
otter Ikins, thefe people brought with them no articles for traffic. To 
the north and eaft of this point, the fhores of the /.ontinent form two 
large open bays, which were terminated by compa6l folid mountains of 
ice, rifing perpendicularly from the water’s edge, and bounded to the 
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north by a continuation of the united lofty frozen mountains that extend ‘794- 
eaftward from mount Fairweather. In thefe bays alfo were great quan- ». 
titles of broken ice, which having been put in motion by the fpringing 
up of a northerly wind, was drifted to the fouthward, and forcing the 
boats from the northern (bore, obliged them to take ftielter round the 
north-eaft point of the above ifland. This made Mr. Whidbey apprchen- 
five, that the Hill apparent conne6letl body of ice from fide to fide, would 
at length oblige him to abandon his refearches by this route, unlefs he 
fliould find it polfible to force a palfage through this formidable ob- 
ftruftion. 

In attempting this, the party fucceeded far beyond their expeftations, 
for they gained an open navigation, and by four in the afternoon arrived 
at a low and nearly round ifland about 2 leagues in circuit, lying from 
the former ifland n. 83 diftant 3 leagues. This ifland is moderately 
elevated, its fhores pleafant and eafy of accefs, and well Hocked with 
timber, moHly of the pine tribe. It prefented a much more inviting 
appearance than they had been accuHomed to behold, and the wind and 
weatner being more favorable than for fome time paH, they continued 
along the continental fliore, pafling within fome iflets that lie about a 
league to the eaHvrard of the round ifland, until nine in the evening, when 
it became calm, and the party reHcd for the night at the entrance of a 
brook, in a bay on the northern or continental ftiore, which from the 
round ifland lies s. 82 e., diHant ten miles. Here in the morning of the 
13th they were vifited by fifteen Indians, men, women, and children, 
who conduced theinfelvcs in the nioH civil and affable manner, and 
took much pains to explain, that they had recently been engaged in a 
war with the inhabitants of the fouthern fide of the branch, in which 
they had been beaten, and pointed to a defected village, where thole of 
their comrades who had fallen had been buried. Thefe pcople^appeared 
to be a part of a very poor tribe, and hadfcarccly any thing to difpofc of; 
for which reafon Mrj Whidbey made them prefents of fome few trivial 
articles, which were \ery thankfully received, and then he refumed his 
wexamination, and found the continent from the laH mentioiied open bay 
compafl, and taking a courfe fomewhat irregularly s. 50 1:. 7 leagues, 
to a point, which I called after the feat of my anccHors, Point Cou- 
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* 794 * VERDEN, where the obferved latitude was 58® 12', longitude 225® 7'. 

I'-i.— At the diflance of 2 miles to the north-well of this point, the party 

paired a frnall cove with an ifland lying before it, and half a league fouih 
of the point, a high barren rocky illet' 

The branch that had been thus navigated, was here about five or lix 
miles wide, and at this llation was united with a very extenftve arm, 
taking a s.s.e. and n.n.w. dire6lioir. The latter becoming the lirll ob- 
jefl of attention, the boats proceeded to tlie northward, along the wef- 
tern or continental Ihore, which in this neighbourhood conllituted a 
narrow border of low land, well wooded with llately trees, mollly of 
the pine tribe, behind which Hill extended a continuation of the lofty 
fnowy mountains. About two miles to the north of point Couverden 
were palTed* one final 1 illand and three rocky illets ; one of which lies 
nearly in mid-channel, and having advanced about 4 or 5 leagues up this 
arm, the oppofite lliorc that had appeared to be compa6l now feemed 
to be broken. The progrefs of the party in this purfuit was greatly re- 
tarded by a frefh northerly wind, and a conllant dream fetting againll 
them, fo that it was noon on the; 14th before they reached a point lying 
N. 10 vv'. from point Couverden ; where Mr. Whidbey obferved the lati- 
tude to be 58® ,45'. From this point the eaflern fliore of the arm dill 
prelented the fame broken appearance, but that along which they had 
palfed was firm and compa6l, indented with a few coves, and fome illets 
and rocks lying near it. Both fides of this arm were bounded by lorr\- 
dupendous mountains, covered with perpetual ice and fnow, whilll tin; 
fhorcs irj this neighbourhood appeared to be compofed of clids of \'ery 
fine date, interfperfed with beaches of excellent paving done. 'I’liis 
point forms a projefting prpmontory, about a league long, in a notihcr- 
. ly direction, from which the continental fliore dill continued in the above 
line about nine miles, where, near a I'mall brook, the party reded for 
the night. Mod of thg. preceding day had been foggy and rainy, the 
latter increafed greatly during the night, and detained them until nine in 
the forenoon of the 1 5th ; when, having a gentle ^Teeze in their favor, 
they proceeded along a draight and compadl fliore, and by noon reacli-, 
cd a fniall iflet, where the obferved latitude was 58" 54', longitude 22 j.® 
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47'. This iflet is about two miles from the weflern fliore of the main 
channel, which ftill continues to be five miles wide. Another iflet lies 
to the north, between it, and the fouth point of an ifland about five 
miles long and a mile broad, lying along the weflern fliore, and forming 
a channel that is about a mile wide, having at its fouthern entrance 
flioals that extend nearly from fide to fide. Up this channel the boats 
pafled, and found the continental fhore now take a direftion N.22W., 
nine miles from the above iflet, to a point where the arm narrowed to 
two mile^ acrofs ; from whence it extended ten miles further in a direftion 
N.30 w., where its navigable extent terminated in latitude 59“ 12', lon- 
gitude 224” 33'. This ftation was reached in the morning of the 16th, 
after palling fome Iflets and fome rocks, nearly in mid-channel. Above 
the northernmoll of thefe (which lies four miles below the fhoal, that 
extends acrols the upper part of the arm, there about a mile in width,) 
the water was found to be pcrfeftly frefli. Along the edge of this ftioal 
the boats pafled from fide to fide in fix feet water, and be}'ond it, the 
head of the arm extended about half a league, where a fmall opening 
in the land was feen, about the fourth of a mile wide, leading to the 
north-weflward, from whence a rapid flream of frelh water rui'hcd over 
the Ihoal ; but this, to all appearance, was bounded at no great diflance 
by a continuation of the liimc lofty ridge of fnowy mountains fo re- 
peatedly mentioned, as flrctching caflwardly from mount Fairweather, 
and which, in every point of view they had hitherto been feen, ap- 
peared to be a firm and clofc-connc6ted range of flupendous mountains, 
for ever doomed to fupport a burthen of undifiblving ice and fiv>w. It 
was here remarked, that notwithrtanding the (|uantity of frefli water 
which flowed into this arm from the brook jufl mentioned, the fliores 
were perfebUy free from fnow or ice, although they were three fourths of 
a degree to the north of thofc parts that had undergone the examina- 
tion of th« party in the early part of their prclent expedition, where 
they had been much] annoyed by ice, and it became another inftance of 
‘the local exiftence of\hefe fubflances. 

It may rcafonably be prefumed that this flream is alone indebted for its 
exiftence to the dilfolution of the fnow and ice in its vicinity at this fea- 
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*794- fbn of the year ; as it feemed to be too inconfiderable, and the adjacent 
» mountains appeared to be too compa6l, to admit of its deriving its fourcc 
from any other caufe. 

Up this brook, the Indian party, which had now accumulated to upwards 
of an hundred, gave our gentlemen to underiland, that eight chiefe of 
great confcquencc refided, and they folicited the party, with much earneft- 
nefs, that they -would remain in that neighbourhood fome days, to give 
the chiefs an opportunity of paying them a vifit. Inquiries were made 
for the chief of the tribe then prefent, but no one of the Indian!, affumed 
that charafter. Their behaviour was peaceable, civil, land friendly ; but 
our party having a more important objc6l to purfue than that of recei- 
ving new vifitors, declined the propofed civility, and returned down the 
arm, along the eaftern fhore, which was low, indented into fmall bays 
and coves, and appeared to be a border that extended from the baf« of 
the mountains that lie behind it, and which took a direftion s. 40 e., 4^ 
leagues to a point that obtained the name of Point Seduction, in 
confequence of the artful charafter of the Indians who are faid to refide 
in its neighbourhood. 

From this point lies a range of fmall iflands about four miles in a fouth 
direftion. The fouthernmoll is a flat barren rock, but on the others, 
trees were produced. From hence the oppofite fhore forming the eafl- 
ern fide of the arm was about two miles diftant, and at this point a 
branch of it extended N. 18 w., about eleven miles; and fhewed that 
what had been taken for a low border uniting with the mountains, was a 
narrow /trip of land from one to two miles acrofs. This branch after 
winding in a wefterly direflion about 3 miles further, terminated this 
extenfive arm in its north-yvefterly dire6lion, by low land formed imme- 
diately at the foot of high ftupendous mountains, broken into deep gul- 
lies, and loaded with perpetual ice and fnow. 

Through the low la,nd uniting with the narrow^ ftrip, flows another 
brook, much fmaller than the former, but originating apparently from 
a fimilar caufe, the diflblving ice and fnow. On ^his low fpit, as alfo 
on the border, feveral very large pine trees were feen, with fome birch 
and fmall alder trees. The examination to this extent occupied the party 

until 
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until the afternoon of the i6th ; when they returned along the eaflern * 794 - 
ftiore, which, as they advanced to the fouth, became high, lleep, and « 
craggy. 

On this occafion it may not be improper to remark, that the upper 
part of this arm, which after the place of my nativity, the town of Lynn in 
Norfolk, obtained the name of Lynn Canal, approaches nearer to thofe 
interior waters of the continent, which are faid to be known to the traders 
and travellers from the oppofiie fide of America, than we had found the 
waters of the north pacific penetrate in any former inftancc. 1 his ap- 
proximation is tefwards the fouth-weft fide of the Arathapefcow take, as 
laid down in Captain Cook’s chart, from which its diilance i ' about 
three hundred and twenty geographical miles; but from tlte clofe con- 
nexion and continuation of the lofty fnowy barrier, fo frequently before 
adverted to, trending fouth-eaflward, and nearly parallel to the direc- 
tion of the continental fhore, little probability can remain of there being 
any navigable communication, even for canoes between fuch waters and 
the north pacific ocean, without the interruption of falls, cataraXs, and 
various other impediments. 

The boats were fhortly joined in their way down the canal by a large 
canoe, in'which there were about twenty Indians, with a chief wlio af- 
fumed the chara6fcr of king or principal chief over all the people refiding 
up the brook. He introduced himfelf in a friendly and courteous manner, 
made Mr. Whidbey a prefent of a fea otter fkin, and cheerfully received 
a fuitable return ; but like the Indians who had vifited the' veffels, he did 
not care to venture himfelf in the po.wcr of our party, and nothing could 
induce him to get into the yawl, but Mr. Whidbey himfelf going as a 
hoftage into his canoe, and there remaining fo long as he might think 
proper to fiay in the boat. With this reqtieft Mr. Whidbey did not 
think proper to comply, yet they accompanied our party down the canal, 
who in the <*vening» rcfled for the night on the'eafiern fiiore, about five 
miles to the- fouthwtjrd of point SeduXion; on their landing, the chief 
flicwed much civil aVention, and as he had beforb done on all occafions, 

, ufed his utmofl endeavours to imprefs our gentlemen with a good opinion 
of his fincerity. 

VojL, IIL Kh Hiis 
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‘794*- This chief Mr. Whidbey reprefented as a tall thin elderly man. He 
was dreffed in a much more fuperb ftyle than any chief we had hitherto 
fecn on this coaft, and he fupported a degree of Hate confequence, and 
perfonal dignity, unufual to be found amongll the chiefs ol North-Weft 
America. His external robe was a very fine large garment, that reach- 
ed from his neck down to his heels, made of wool from the mountain 
fheep, neatly variegated w ith feveral ’colours, and edged, and otherwife 
decorated w’ith little tufts, or frogs of woollen yarn, dyed of various co- 
lours. His hcad-drefs w'as made of wood, much refembling in iVs fliape, 
a crowfc, adorned with bright copper and brafs platfcs, from whence 
hung a number of tails or ftreamers, compofed of wool and fur wrought 
together, died of various colours, and each terminating by a whole er- 
mine fkin. The whole exhibited a magnificent appearance, and indica- 
ted a tafte for drefs and ornament, that we had not fuppofed the natives 
of thde regions to pofftfs. 

The very cordial behaviour of thefe new acquaintances did not, how- 
ever, prevent Mr. Whidbey from being on his guard, and knowing that 
there were many others in the neighbourhood, he caufed every one of 
his party to llcep in the boats at their grapnels, a little diftance from the 
fiiore, and gave particular direflions that the w’atch Ihould be 'vigilantly 
attentive, as he had reafon to expeft more of the natives would arrive in 
the courfe of the night. In this conjefture he was not miftaken, for at 
the next dawn of day it was difeovered, that another large canoe, with 
three frnaller ones, had found their w’ay into the cove unperceived by 
thpfe who were on watch, and at the fame time two other large canoes, 
attended by feveral frnaller ones, all full of Indians, were advancing at 
no great diftance, and thofe already in the cove, were in motion towards 
the boats. On this fufpicious appearance, for they were all armed, and 
prepared for hoftilities, Mr. Whidbey took fuch inftant precautions as 
were moft likely to repel any attempt that might b/: in contcrtiplation ; 
and by the time our party had increafed their diftarjee a little from the 
Ihore, and were prepafed to a 6 l on the defenfive f the chief, who had 
Ihewn fuch marks of friendly attention during the preceding day and • 
evening, was, with his followers, alongfide of the yawl, purfuing a mode 

of 
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of behaviour very different to that which he had before obfcrved. He *794- 
now waited for no invitation, but on his coming alongfide, with an empty ■ - — * < 
box in his hand, he jumped into the yawl, feemingly with no other in- 
tent than that of plundering the boat : fortunately, however, the awning 
being fpread much impeded his progrcis, and prevented the reft of his 
companions from following his example, before he was obliged to retire, 
and put off with iiis canoe. By this time the other canoes had divided 
their forces, and had gone againfl the other two boats, where they ex- . 
perienced a fimilar repulfe. Notwithflanding that their numbers had 
now increafed t6 at Icaft two hundred j yet feeing our boats were fo 
well prepared, and ready to aft on their defence, they declined making 
any further attempt, and feemed to content themfelves with vaunting 
only. One chief in particular became very valiant, ' he was of the lall 
party that had arrived, and was in a large canoe full of Indians, who 
were well provided not only with fpears, but with feven mufkets, and 
fome brafs blunderbuffes, all in moft excellent order. He advanced, and 
hailed the yawl with a fpcaking trumpet, which he held m one hand, 
and had a fpying glaf» in the other ; a powder horn was flung acrofs his 
fhouldcrs, and a clean bright brafs blunderbufs was lying near him, which 
he frequently took up and pointed at Mr.Whidbey, in fuch a manner as 
evidently fhewed he was no ftranger to the ufe and management of fuch 
weapons ; and by his adroitnefs in the ufe of the trumpet and telefcope, 
it yovdd feem that he had not been unfuccefsful in copying this part of 
maritime education. Little doubt remained with our party as to the hoftile *- 
intentions of thefe people, and it .was probably a very happy circum- 
ftance that they had qot been more aftive in carrying their defigns into 
effeft ; for, befide the arms already mentioned, each man was provided 
with a fhort handy dagger, very conveniently tied round his wrift. Had 
they with thefe weapons affailed our boats, and got poflcftion of them in 
the night by fuiptYC, which was evidently w'hat had been meditated,, 
their project might |)oflibly have been attended with ferious confequences, 
if they had poffefledVufficient courage to have mdintained a conteft ; this, 
however, feemed to be very doubtful, as our boats remained for a fhort 
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time nearly ftationary, waiting their afl’ault, but this they all thought 
proper to decline. 

Some cliaftifement for fo unprovoked and treacherous breach of hof- 
piiality and good faith, might probably have been attended with the 
dcfirable effect of preventing fimilar aggrellions in future; but as our 
party had received no injury from their evil intentions, Mr. Whidbey 
very humanely defifted from taking ariy revenge ; and flotwithftanding he 
had them mticlt in his power, and could not have fired upon th^m with- 
out making great {laughter, he neverthelefs did not avail himfelf of his 
fituation, but left it at their option to retire, or to become more a6live 
aggreffors. By his having direfted his courfe toward mid-channel, the 
canoes were drawn from the fhore into the middle of the canal, where 
they were lefs liable to be troublefome, as it had appeared that oil all 
fuch occafions they were defirous of fecuring a retreat, by being ndar 
to the rocks or woods. The whole Indian party followed the boats for 
about three miles, when they gave up their purfuit, and retired, making 
a great noife, and holding up fea otter Ikins., which they feemed to 

polfefs in great abundance. 

With this party three chiefs only had appeared, although, according 
to their own account, the tribe refiding up the brook had belonging to 
it, eight chiefs. The whole of this party, which had been collefled at a 
very (hort notice, feemed to be fighting men, or perfons of that deferip- 
tion, there being neither flriplings nor women amongfl them, excepting 
five principal ladies, each of whom, agreeably to the fafhion of the na- 
tions of this part of America, fleered. and conducted one of the five large 
canoes, the flation allotted to them in all warlike epterprizes, as has been 
deferibed on a former occafion. By this flrength it will appear, that 
if, as it is prefumed, thefe were three only, of the eight chiefs of the 
brook, and that the, other five were equally powerful, this mufl be 
.amongfl the mofl«numcfous tribes we had yet becopae acquairited with, 
on the coafl of North Weft America. 

The party being at length relieved from thefe vOry troublefome vifi- 
tors, with the pleafing rcfleftion of not having been driven to the ne- 
ceflity of depriving any one of life, purfued their route quietly along the 
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eaftern fliore. The weather was dark and gloomy, and as the. day ad- 
vanced the wind blew ftrong from the fouthward, attended with much 
rain. At breakfaft time a point, called by me Point St. Mary’s, was 
reached in latitude 58“ 43^', longitude 225° 2', forming the north point of 
a bay, which I named B k r n e r s Bay, about 4 miles acrofs, in a direftion 
s. 20 E.j about 5 miles deep to the n. n. e. f'rom the fouth point of this 
bay, which I called Point BridCet, the continental fliore took a direc- 
tion s. 26 E., and having advanced about 10 miles palling a fniall ifland, 
with fome rocks and iflets about it, the feverity of the weather obliged them 
to take flielter amtongfl a group of fmall iflets, where, during the night, 
they experienced a hard gale from the fouthward, attended with a heavy 
rain, which detained them until eight in the forenoon of the 1 8th, when the 
party refumed their examination in a channel difficult to navigate, even 
for boats : it being much incommoded with numberlefs rocks between this 
group of iflets and the continent, which ftill continued in the dire6lion 
before mentioned. Beyond thefe iflets to the weftward, lies a larger 
ifland, and from the fhore of the main land, a fliallow hank extends nearly 

half a league, commencing about a league from the place at which the 
party had flept the night preceding. In paffing through this intricate 
navigation, fmokes were feen in various diretlions, and many Indians were 
obferved about the fliores, along which the party having now advanced 
about five miles, they came to the north point of a fmall bay where the 
fhoal bank terminated. Here they flopped to dine in exceflively cold 
rainy weather, with a flrong gale of wind from the fouthward. From 
this flatiou the fouth point of the large ifland, which in a n. w\ tmd s. e. 
direflion is about fix^ miles long, and about two miles broad, lies 
N.77 w., diflant two miles and a half, and, forms the north point of a 
channel into the main arm, about a mile and three quarters wide ; the 
fouth point of this channel being alfo the weft point of a narrow branch 
leading to the fouthtcaft. After dinner, acconlpanicd by a canoe and 
twelve Indians, the iLutc of the party was direfled up this fouth-eaftern 
branch, but their progrefs in confequence of the? very bad weather was 
.rendered extremely flow, and towards the evening they had the further 
mortification of being joined by another large canoe full of Indians. 
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As the day declined with every profpeft of a difmal boiflerous night, 
the par^y anxioufly looked out for fome place of Ihelter, and endea- 
voured to get rid of the Indians by firing fome mulkets over their heads ; 
but inftead of this meafure having the defired effeft, it feemed only to 
make them more daring, and encouraged them to advance nearer to* the 
boats. Thus unpleafantly circumllanced, they continued at their oars 
until ten at night, without having gained more than 4 miles from the 
place where tliey had dined, and without the moft diftant probability of 
the Indians taking their leave. Although this branch had ever^ appear- 
ance of being clofed not far a-head, yet as Mr. Whidbey wifhed to afeer- 
tain that fa6t pofitively, die party fleered for the fliorc with an intent ot 
there pafling the night ; this the Indians perceived, made the befl of their 
way thither, and got pofleflion of the beach before them, where they drew 
up in battle array, with their fpears couched ready to receive our people 
on landing. There was now no alternative but cither to force a landing 
by firing upon them, or to remain at their oars all night. T. he latter 
Mr. Whidbey confidered to be not only the mofl humane, but the moll 
prudent meafure to adopt, concluding that their habitations were not 
far diflant, and believing them, from the number of finokes that had 
been feen during the day, to be a very numerous tribe. Sg' far as the 
branch had been difcerniblc before dark, which was not more than a 
mile wide, there was every reafon to think its termination had been 
feen ; but Ihould the party havb been deceived, it was here infinitely too 
rocky and dangerous to be confidered as navigable for {hipping, and for 
that rcaJTon unworthy any further examination, at the rilk of a ferious 
difpute with thefe troublefome people. Thefe confiderations determined 
Mr. Whidbey to return through the channel above-mentioned into the 
main canal, where about the dawn of day on the 19th the boats arrived 
at a point which obtained the name of Point Retreat, fituated in 
latitude*58" 24', longitude 225" 12'. Here they ftppped to .take fome 
refl, and having breakfafled, Mr. Whidbey, although in fome meafure 
departing from tlie fcrupulous exaftnefs with which our furvey had been 
hitherto condufted, became fatisfied that the branch he had thus quitted, 
was but barely navigable for boats, and therefore purfued his refearches 

about 
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about fixtcen miles, to a point called by me Point Marsden, along *794* 

the eaftern fliore of the canal, concluding it to be the continent, taking < 

a direftion s. 9 e. ; it is compofed of land, very moderately elevated, 
covered with fine timber, chiefly of the pine kind, and terminating at 
the water-fidc, with alternate fteep rocky cliffs and fmall fandy bays, 
with a few detached rocks and ifle^ wear it. I'he wind was flill 

boifleroLis, with thiqk, rainy, unpleafant weather, fo that they could 
feldom fye a mile before them ; they were, however, fometimes favored 
by a light northerly wind, with which, on the 20th, they advanced about 
10 leagues further? fWl finding the eaftern fhore compatl, and the coun- 
try of a fimilar defeription to that they had pafled the preceding day. 

Here, at a point in latitude 57 ° 37'. longitude 205° 29', which I called 
Point Parker, the party took up their abode for the night, which 
was very rainy ; but in the morning of the 21ft the weather became fair, 
and gave them a diftinft view of the furrounding region. It was feen 
that they were advancing in a very fpacious ftrait or channel, to all ap- 
pearance free from interruption ; its weftern fhore, diftant feven miles, 
appeared to confift of an extenfive tra 6 l of land, or a .large group of 
iflands, that feemed to form channels, which took a wefferly direction 
towards the ocean ; the latter appearing the moft probable, I have ho- 
nored this country vnth the name of King George the Third’s 
Archii’Ei.ago. 

The flood-tide, although of fhort duration, not running more than two 
hours, had, fince their pafling to the fouth of the fpacious brancji, com- 
municating with Crofs found, been regularly obferved to come from the 
fouthward, and ftongly* indicated that tliis channel likewife communica- 
ted with the ocean in a foutherly dire6lion. ^ As the weather was now 
favorable to that purfuit they loft no time, but ftill kept along the eaftern 
fhore, which, from point Parker, took a generakdireftion s. 7 e. indent- 
ed into feveral fmall \ays ; the fhores are low, and at high tide are much 
divided by the water. \ A league to the s.e. of point Parker, in one of 
thefe bays, is an opening about the eighth part of a mile wide, where 
fhany of the natives in their canoes were affcmbled, and from the treat- 
ment our party had la*tely received, it was ncceflary that their fire-arms 
Q fhould 
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‘704* fiioulcl be in readinefs, but. as fome of them had been loaded many days 
— > Mr. Whidbey ordered them to be difcbarged into the air ; this foon af- 
ter produced a return of nearly an equal number from the Indians on 
fiiore but as the boats approached the opening, the canoes were all 
haftily paddled off by the natives, and foon difappeared. 

In the entrance 5 fathoms water was found, and after advancing about 
half a mile k proved to be only a (hallow rocky place, having a fmall 
part of its fouthern fide an ifland at high water. On each fide of the 
entrance fome new habitations were conftrufting, and ^ for the firft time 
during our intercourfe with the North Weft Americaif Indians in the vi- 
cinity o£ thefe habitations, were found fome fquare patches of ground in 
aitateof cultivation, producing a plant that appeared to be a fpecies of 
tobacco ; and which, we underftood, is by no means uncommon amongft 
the inhabitants of Queen Cliarlotte’s iflands, who cultivate much of tnis 
plant. On the return of the boats the Indians again made their ap- 
pearance in a large body, headed by a chief who manifefted a friendly 
difpofition, by frequently taking up and laying down his mufket, and 
making figns that thofe in the boats (hould do the fame. On this being 
complied with, he fent a young man drelfed in a fcarlet coat and blue 
trowfers to invite our party on fhore ; but Mr, Whidbey thought proper 
to decline the intended civility, but gave the melTenger to underftand he 
wanted fome fifli; on which the young man, though not without fome 
befitation, got into the yawl, and difpatched his canoe for the purpofe of 
obtaining a fupply. It was not long before the canoe returned with 
foine fmall herrings, for which they M'erc well rewarded; and no fooner 
was this intelligence known oh fiiore, than the whole tribe were in motion, 
and in the courfe of a few minutes the boats were furrounded liy upwards 
of five hundred Indians of all ages and both fexes, feemingly with no other 
intent than that of darling on a fair and brifk traffic. This crowd 
however became very unpleafant, and on Mr. Whijibey pointing out to- 
the chief that the throng was inconvenient to our p^rty, he made a fiiort 
harangue to the furrounding multitude, and they all returned to the fiiore ; 
the chief followed his .people, and fent an abundant fupply of fifii to the* 
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boats,* for which kindnefs a handfome reward was fent back, and Mr. 
Whidbey purfued his refearches. 

About ten miles from point Parker, a projefting point was paffed, 
which I called Point Samuel, this forms the north point of Hood’s bay, 
which is about a league and a half acrols, having fome iflands nearly in its 
center. On the fouth point of this bay the party flopped to breakfaft, and 
were vifiited by fourteen canoes from the Indian tribe they had lafl feen, 
in none of which were more than four perfons. Their errand feemed 
. purely for the purpofe of trading, in which they conduced themfelvcs 
with the greatefl good humour, and the ftridlefl honefly ; and feemed to 
be infinitely more inclined to difpofe of their fea otter fkins, than of their 
fifti. Of the former they had great abundance, and many were thrown into 

the boats, for which they thankfully received any trifling article of wear- 
ing apparel in return. • Mr. Whidbey deferibed tlieir canoes as not mate- 
rially differing from the general fafhion of thofe of Nootka, and the parts 
to the north-wefl of that place, although they were better contrived, far 
more ferviceablc, and infinitely neater than any of that fort which he 
bad feen on this coaft. From thefe people he underflood, that the wefl- 
ern coaft was compofed of feveral iflands which they had lately paffed 
through, and had traded with veflels in fome port on the exterior coaft, 
from whence they procured moft of the European commodities they had 
about them, confifting chiefly of wearing apparel ; of which, coats and 
cloth trowfers feemed by them to be preferred to every other article, 
excepting arms and ammunition : copper and iron being reduced to a 
very inferior value. 

Quitting this ftation^Mr. Whidbey continued his furvey along the eaft- 
ernfhore, flill in the direftion of s. 7 e.; two^maller bays were now paffed, 
and off the points of each of them, iflets and rocks were feen lying at a 
little diflance. In the evening a point was reached in latitude 57° 13', 
near which the parw relied for the night in a'fmall cove. Soon after 
dark they were vifittd by fome Indians, who on being given to under- 
ftand that their company was not defired, quietly departed. Here they 
^evidently experienced the oceanic fwell rolling from the fouthward; and 
after proceeding the,next morning 13 miles, s. 10 they arrived at a 
VoL. HI. L 1 point. 




A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


258 



point, from whence a clear and diftinft view of the fea was gained, be- 
' tw'een the high land of cape Decifion, lying s. 9 e., and the fouth ex- 
tremity of the land, forming the weftern fide of thefc ftraits lying fouth. 
Here Mr. Whidbey obferved the latitude to be 57“ 1', longitude 225® 
39'. The fliores of the eaftern fide, along which they had palfed fince 
the morning of the 19th, were confidered in general to be not more 
than moderately -high, and terminatirig uniformly in a bold fhore, free 
from fhoals or other interruptions to navigation ; excepting, ^that the 
flood tide is of fliort duration, the ftream having been generally found 
to fet downwards. The furface of the country is compofed of rugged 
rocks, but in their chafms was a tolerably good foil, which produced an 
abundance of very fine timber of the pine tribe in great variety, fome of 
which trees meafured tw^enty-three feet in girt; but the oppofite fliore 
feemed to be compofed of rugged mountains lefs fertile, and rifing by a 
more ftcep afcent from the water fide. From this point, which obtained 
the name of Point Gardner, in a direflion s. 23 e., lie fome rocks 
and a fmall ifland, the former at the diftance of three quarters of a mile, 
and the latter at that of three miles. It forms alfo the foutb-weft point 
of entrance into another very fpacious arm of the fca, that takes a di- 
reflion toward the n.e., where, after continuing their examination for 
about 10 miles along its larboard or north-weflern fhore, off which lie 
many detached rocks ; the party refted for the night near a point which 
I called Point Townshend. 

In the morning of the 23d the weather was again dark and gloomy ; it 
however ‘permitted them to fee, that the furrounding regions were too 
much divided by w'ater, to admit of the mofl: difhvnt probability of their 
being able to complete their fy.rvey up to cape Decifion, during this expe- 
dition ; the party having already been abfent the length of time for which 
they had been provided, and being now diflant upwards of an hundred and 
twenty miles from the veflels. • Mr. Whidbey was riierefore obliged to 
decline any further profecution of his rcfcarches, anq to make the bcfl of 
his way back to Crofs found. They had now a ftrong gale from the eaft- 
ward, which after they had pafled point Gardner veered to the s.e., greatly 
increafed, and was, attended with heavy rain; but as«it was fair, and juft 
3 permitted 
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permitted the boats to carry their clofe-reefed forcfails, they made great ^794- 
progreCs until the yawl’s mail was carried away, which compelled them ‘ 
to ftop in a fmall cove to repair the damage. Here they embraced an 
opportunity of taking fome refrelhment of which they Hood in great 
need, as they were all extremely wet and very cold. Soon after quitting 
this place, they palfed clofe by the village of friendly Indians, but not one 
of them was feen, and it is moft probable that the badnefs of the weather had 
confined^them to their habitations. At the time of darting from the cove, 

Mr. Whidbey had intended to avail himfelf of the favorable gale, by run- 
ning all night; but by eleven o’clock the atmofphcre became fb thick, 
and the night fo dark, that he was obliged to abandon that defign, and 
take fhelter in a fmall cove on the eaftern ftiorc, 21 leagues from point 
Gardner. On the following morning the weather was calm, fair, and 
pleafant; but the preceding gale had left behind it a fhort irregular fwell, 
which rendered their paffage acrofs the ftraits, fo extremely tedious and 
flow, that they did not reach the fouth-eaft point of the branch leading 
into Crofs found until near noon *, when from this point, which obtained 
the name of Point Augusta, and is fituated in latitude 58“ longi- 
tude 225“ 10', their courfe was dire6led along the fbuth-weft fhore; but 
the continued agitation of the Water, fo obftrufled their rowing, that 
they had not advanced more than 2 leagues, before it was time to halt for 
the night. 

The weather continued to be calm and pleafant, and as they again 
proceeded on the morning of the 25th, this fide of the branch was found 
to be compofed chiefly of rocky cliffs, with iflets and detached rocks, ly- 
ing at fome diflance from the fhore, which was compaft, not very high, 
but well covered with wood, taking a dire^on n. 60 w., 17 miles, to a 
point which I called Point Sophia ; forming the north-eafl point of 
entrance into a deep found, which I named Po^rt Frederick, about 
a league wide, in am eafl; and weft direftion, winding to the fouthward, 
and apparently much divided by water. From the weft fide of this 
found the fhore took a more northerly direftion, with fome iflets lying 
Yiear it, to a point, which is the northern extremity of this fuppofed ar- 
chipelago, and which obtained the name of Poin t Adolphus, fituated 
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* 794 - in latitude 58" 18', longitude 224“ 28^'. This point the party reached 
in the evening, and about a leagpe to the fouth-weft of it they refted for 
the night in a finall cove under a high hill, where a box was found about 
four feet fquare, placed upon wooden pillars about fix feet from the 
ground. This box contained the remains of a human body very care- 
fully wrapped up, and by its fide was erefted a pole about twenty feet 
high, painted in ‘horizontal flreaks red and white; the colours were frefh 
and lively, and from the general neatnefs of the whole, it was fuppofed 
to be the fepulchre of fome chief. The next morning in making the beft 
of their way towards the veffels, the fouthern (hore was found from point 
Adolphus, to contain many open bays, and to take an irregular courfe 
about s. 77W., feventcen miles and a half to point Lavinia. In this 
route they pafled to the fouth of the group of rocky iflands, noticed on 
the nth at point Wimbledon. Thefe iflands form a kind of termination 
to Crofs found, and almofl; feparate it from the paflage to the ocean 
which had now been difeovered ; but between thefe iflands and the fliores 
that form the northern and fouthern fides of entrance into this fpacious 
branch, there are two narrow channels; the northernmoft being the 
wideft is near a mile acrofs, the fouthernmoft is about half that width, 
both of which are free from rocks, flioals, or any other impediments, 
excepting the large malfes of floating ice, which at that time rendered 
each of thefe channels very dangerous to navigate, although in the fum- 
mer feafon ; and in the winter, they are moft probably intirely clofed, or 
impaflable. The fliores of that branch had the appearance of affording 
fome good harbours, but thefe mOff neceflarily be greatly inconveni- 
enced by the ice, which did not appear to Mr. Whidbey and his party, to 
have been much diminiflied ifi .the courfe of the fortnight they had been 
ablent, although they had not experienced quite fo much difficulty in 
pafling through it on th^ir return, as on their outfet, which was accom- 
plifhed as before ftated,” having, notwithflanding the/extremely fevere and 
boifterous weather that had generally prevailed, coiipleted in about fix- 
teen days a traverfc of upwards of five hundred miles. 

Such being the rcfult of Mr. Whidbey ’s refearches, I fhall now pro-“ 
ceed to notice fuch circumflances refpefting the pfbrt in which the vef- 
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fels had taken their flation, and the neighbouring (hores of Crofs {bund, 
as fell under my obfervation. 

Although the exiftence of diis fpacious arm of the ocean has been pub- 
licly denied by fome vifitors fubfequent to its original difcovery by Cap- 
tain Cook, yet in common juftice to the abilities of that able navigator, 
it muil be obferved that he has given a much more accurate defcription 
of it, than from the tranfitory diil^nt view he had of it, .might have been 
reafonayy expefted. The recent examination it has now undergone 
has however (hewn, that cape Crofs is not precifely its fouth-eaftein 
point of entrance, as from that cape a tra6l of low rocky land extends 
in a north dire6Hon about feven miles to a point, from whence the fouth- 
em fhore of the found takes a {harp turn about n. 40 e., and conftitutes 
that as the fouth-eaft point of entrance, to which I have given the name 
of Point Bingham; it lies from cape Spencer s. 17 e., diftant ten 
miles, and affords a bold entrance into the found, without rock, {hoal. 



or any permanent obftacle. This appears to be the cafe alfo in every 
other part of the found, and if it do polTefs any navigable objeftion, it is 
the unfathomabledepth of it, which everywhere exifts, excepting very near 
the Ihorcs, along which, in many places are detached rocks ; thefe how- 
ever lie out of the way of its navigation, and are fufficicntly confpicuous 
to be a^’oided. 

The northern Ihores of this found from cape Spencer to point Wim- 
bledon, which I confider as its boundary in that quarter, have been al- 
ready noticed in the account of Mr. Whidbey’s cxcurfion ; and as I con- 
fider point Lavinia to be its caflern boundary, there yet remaias to {late 
of what its fouth-eafiern part is compofed. 

Between the above-mentioned eaitern 'liwundary and point Bingham, 
on that fide, there are two openings ; the firft lying from point Bingham 
N. 60 E., diftant four miles, appeared to be about a mile and a quarter 
wide, and to take*a dire6lion S.30E. for fonil* diftance. This was not 
examined by us, but will moft likely be found to afford anchorage and 
fecure flielter ; the other is the port Althorp which we had laft quitted. 
This has its fouth point of entrance, which has obtained the name of 
Point Lucan, fituated in the fame line of direftion, ten miles from 
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point Bingham. From point Lucan, in a direftion about n.w., lies a 
narrow high Hland, about two miles and a quarter in length ; and between 
its fouth-eaft point and point Lucan there are two fmall iflets, which ren- 
der that paflagc not fo commodious for failing in and out of the port, as 
that by which wc had entered, being to the north of that ifland, between 
it, and the weftern part of a duller of three fmall illands, which extend 
about two miles, from the eaftern fide of the port. This channel is 
clear, free from danger, and is about a mile and a quarter in wi4th, with 
a tolerably fnug cove, juft within its north-weft point of entrance, where 
we anchored, and remained during our ftay. The high narrow illand 
affords great proteftion to the northern part of this port, which, oppo- 
fite to that illand, is about two miles and an half wide ; but nearly in the 
middle of the harbour, and oppofite the fouth point of the illand are 
fome detached rocks ; and at point Lucan, which is fituated from the 
fhip’s cove s. 23 e., four miles and an half diftant, the width of the har- 
bour is two miles, from whence it extends s. 36 e., about 2 leagues, and 
terminates in a bafon, that affords good and fecure anchorage, the 
bell palfage into which is on the eaftern Ihore. The cove in which the 
Ihips were ftationed afforded good anchorage alfo, but it was not fo 
well Iheltercd as the balbn, nor was there any frefli water in it that 


could eafily be procured ; a difadvantage that can be readily done away 
by reforting to a ftream of excellent water clofe at hand, on the eaftern 
Ihore, where our cafk.s were filled in the boat. The furrounding coun- 
try is chiefly compofed of a rugged rocky fubftance, covered with a forelt, 
confiftingdn general of pine trees ; and where the fteep acclivities do not 
forbid their growth, they were feen down to the water’s edge. 

The weather, for the moft ^art, during our continuance in port was 
boifterous, rainy, and unplealant, which allowed but few opportunities 
for making aftronomigal objervations. The refults, however, of fuch as 
we were enabled to procure, are as follow : (viz.) / 

On the 1 2th of July, in Crofs found, the chronometers Ihewed the fol- 
lowing longitudes ; (viz;) Arnold’s No. 1 4, 223® 55'; Arnold’s No. 176, 
224® 4 j *, and Kendall’s, 224* 4j . The true longitude being 223° 55', it 
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appeared that No. 14 was correft, and that No. 176 and Kendall's were 
each of them 9' 30" to the eaftward of the true longitude. 

By twenty fets of obfervations, taken between the 1 2th 
and 26th of July, Arnold’s No. 14 was found to be fall of 


mean time at Greenwich at noon on the 26th, 

4" 

29' 

f 

And gaining, per day, at the rate of 


23 

Arnold’s No. 176 fall of mean time* on the fame day. 

• 9 

54 

25 

And gaining, per day, at the rate of 



51 C 

Kendall’s, faft of mean time, on ditto, 

8 

58 

24 

And gaining, jfer day, at the rate of 


25 8 


The latitude of the place of obfervation, by three meri- 
dional altitudes, .... ^8® 1 2 

The mean variation, by four compalTes and forty-four fets 
of obfervations, differing from 27® 32' to 32° 42', fliewed 


the variation to be - - > - 30® 

The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle. 

Marked end. North Face Eaft, - - 79® 28' 20" 

Ditto ditto Weft, - - 79 36 40 

Ditto South Face Eaft, - - 77 1 5 

Difto Ditto Weft, - - 79 35 

Mean inclination of the magnetic needle, - 78 58 33 
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CHAPTER X. 


Proceed to the fouthward along the exterior cooji j^ King George the Thirds 
archipelago — Arrive in port Omclu^n — Trax^aBpms there — Ttoo hoot 
excurfions — Ccmplete the furv^ of the continent^U Jhores of ifbrtk-WeJl 
America — AJlronomical and navtical obfervaiions. 


* 794 * 

J^^y- V>/ U R attention being now direfted to the furvey of the exterior coaft 

ludday ay. of Ccorgc the Third’s archipelago, at the dawn of day, on the 29th, 
with a frefh wefterly breeze, we made fail along the fhore, to the fouth- 
ward ; cape Crofs bearing by compafs n. 68 e., diftant four or five 
miles. From this cape the coaft takes a direftion s. 31 e., about 7 leagues 
to another promontory, that obtains the name of Cape Edward ; 
off which lies a clufter of fmall iflets and rocks. The* coaft between 
thefe capes is much broken, and has feveral openings in it that appear- 
ed likely to afford ftielter ; but the vaft number of rocks and fmall iHets, 
fome producing trees, and others intirely barren, that extend to the 
diftance 6f three or four miles from the ftiore, will render the entering of 
fuch harbours unpleafant and df^dgerbus, until a more competent know- 
ledge of their fcveral fituati^s may hereafter be acquired : that which 
appeared to be the eafieft of accefs, lies about two leagues to the north- 
ward of cape Edward, aim as it is in latitude 57* 44', I was led to con- 
fider this opening as Portlock’s harbour. We did not reach tape Ed- 
ward until the afternoon, as the wefterly breeze was foon fucceeded by 
faint variable airs, that’ blew direftly towards the (hore, which was vi- 
fible only at intervals, owing to the thick foggy and rainy weather, and 
which rendered the view we had obtained of this part of the coaft, by 

no 





vlKiiaeAiis 






il^^^^i|^t'ai0:ai^t.;itl^m- Wednrf. 30, 




(iape Edsvarti 
4ti addition to 

tJiedij^^ weliaii'^b^^ fubjedth^ ddiiheatidnof that 

&€Mre:t0fonie c^roti: QvIJiiMr the land^^ the fbuthern fide of the bay 

o£ Il^ilidaaiFeilinEaral and 

<4tApe: 

^-good'; liarbo^>: 'lE>f;;;th^’ 

coaft >thht Vi^tS^ptl&Amt:^ph^l 


^jjjAaisjdievd^ -adyanc^^a bfdk«^g^'^;%^nN4hei, o 

f^r<^ atid pleafant ;ii»ad»eri' jwhich. eBahiad;iji 4 toii^fieta^ tiife (Hi^’sKfiltiiiP 
tion. At noon tbc,ladtMdc .was 
T»hesiiipfi^iidrt|id*i^ W#iine 

• and-'eape i^jg- 

«iiil3ibj{t.^. .^;^mc ,ob^^ 

rfejnauoRsswaltil^ 

ward of its fi.tuatk)iw; as'il^t€dibK;^?i$>W<i!t,P^» >riW:ff^had?^^ 

Wiry Bftisiiiib J|dge4^)abe/»,*od>ittp^iith4^^^" ft 

b6.H-e©afideisfca £*«^*iiigh-*il4*sd>.Hyefe,-:it^iWp’ .a,ad 

rocytiitiiios^wei !hadrg«R®wJll)^ P^'f 

Vo L. III. Mm ' continent. 


266 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


j794- continent. Cape E^gcumbe forms the north-weft point of a fpacious 
opening, that branches into feveral arms, and is called by Mr. Dixon 
Norlbllc Sound ; its oppofite or fouth-eaft point, which I have dil- 
tinguiflied by the name of Point Woojohouse, lies from the cape 
s. 50 E., at the diftance of feventeen miles. One of the northern 
branches of the found, by its communication with the bay of Iflands 
makes, it feems, the intermediate part of the fea-coaft an ifland. On 
the northern fide of the found, two leagues within cape Edgeumbe, 
are, what appeared to us, two iflands, and n.n.w. from point Wood- 
houfe, lies an extenfive group of iflets and rocks that Extend tliree ot 
four miles from the (hore, which, from that point, with little variation, 
takes a courfe s. 36 e. Tlii.s part of the coaft is much broken into 
fmall openings, with iflets and detached rocks lying off it. We had ad- 
vanced about fixteen miles only from point Woodhoufe at eight in the 
evening, after which, the night was paffed in ufing our endeavours to 
retain our ftation near this part of the coaft ; but we' found ourfelves on 
ThurUayji. thurfday morning, much further from the land than we had expected ; we 
had, however, a favorable breeze from the weftward, with which we 
ftood towards the ftiore, but the weatlier becoming thick and foggy, we 
were under the necelfity to haul off the coaft until ten in the forenoon, 
when the land being again vifible, about four miles from us, we refumed 
our examination, paffing fome fmall openings, with feveral iflets and de- 
tached rocks lying near to them; but of which we were precluded any 
diftin6l view by the hazinefs of the weather. 

This diff dvantage Irad attended us jgilmoft generally fince our depar- 
ture from Crofs found, and altho^gn I have reafoi?. to believe that we 
had nearly afeertained the genX-ral line of the coaft, yet it is poffible 
that there may be openings or harbours that we were unable to notice, 
as circumftances would not |ldrait of our devoting fufficient time to a 
more minute examination. 

By noon we hadpalfedthe fouth extremity of this archipelago, which 
was now found to ftretch a few miles further fouth than Mr.Whidbcy 
had eftimated; our obfervations placed it in latitude 56® 10', longitude 
225® 37^'. It conftit.utes a very remarkable promontory, that terminates 
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in a high blufF rocky cliff, with a round, high, rocky iflet lying clofe to 
it, and by its fhores on its eaftern fide taking a fharp northerly direftion, 
it becomes a very narrow point of land, which having been feen by 
Captain Colnett in his mercantile expedition to this coaft, was by him 
named Cape Ommaney, and the opening between it and cape Decifion, 
Chriftian S^und. 

Our conje61ures of foon finding ti port in this neighbourhoorf, did not 
long remain unconfirmed, for after advancing 7 or 8 miles from cape 
Ommaney, we difeovered on the eaflern (bore of the archipelago an 
opening that took a fouth-weft direftion; and as it appeared likely to 
anfwer all our purpofes tve worked into it, witli a frefit breeze direftly 
againft us until feven in the evening ; when we anchored off a cove about 
half a league within the entrance of the harbour. On friday morning the f , 
1 ft of auguft the vefFels w'ere moored head and ftern in this cove, there 
not being I’ufficient room for them to fwing; and whilft thofe on board 
were fd employed, accompanied by Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Johnftone, 

(who were each to undertake a diflinft expedition, and by which means 
we entertained the hope of being enabled to conneft the furveys of the 
prefent, with thole of the two preceding feafons) I rowed to the entrance 
of the pol t, in order to be better able to arrange the mode of condufting 
that lervice; tliis appeared to be no difficult talk, as there were two 
given points before us, and both were nearly in view. The one was cape 
Decifion, where our examination of the continental Ihore had finifiied 
tlie former fcafon, and the other was point Gardner, from whence Mr. 
Whidbey had returned on his laft^excurfion from Crofs found. Mr. 
Whidbey w'as direfted to recommence’^is refearches from that point, 
whilft Mr. Johnftone proceeded to cape Decifion^ there to begin his ex- 
amination along the eaftern fliore of the fouW northward, until the two 
parties ftiould meet, or be otherways informe^y notes which each party 
was to Icfave in confplcuous places for the government of the other, 
<lcfcribing the extent of their refpeftive furveys. 

The fpace now to be explored occupied about a degree of latitude, 

• and although I hoped that die examination of it with tolerable W’eather, 
would not employ the boats more than a week ; yet in order that it Ihould 
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Auguft. notbe leftunaccomplilhed for want of provifions, each of the parties was 
provided for a fortnight. The Difcovery's yawl and large cutter was 
to proceed witli Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Swaine; and the Chatham’s 
cutter, and the Dilcovery’s fmall cutter, with Mr. Johnftone and Mr. 
Barrie; with this arrangeuicnt both parties departed early in the morning 
Siidircby 2. of the 2d, in the profecution of their refpcQive purfuits. 

The fbation w,e had taken, though lufficiently commodious for our 
purpole, was extremely folitary; there were no inhabitants on ^he adja- 
cent (hores, nor was there the fmalleft appearance of any part of our 
neighbourhood being a place of their refort, fo that Our time was not 
likely to be very intereftingly employed, or our attention diverted from 
fuch neceffary concerns as the ordinary fervices. of the velfels now re- 
quired. Thefe confifled principally in repairing our fails and rigging in 
the beft manner we were able. This had now become a bufinefs of con- 
llant employment. Some of the carpenters were caulking, others cut- 
ting fuch fpars and timbers for plank as were wanted; and the brewers on 
iliore were making fpruce beer, which with a little famphire, and lome 
halibut, caught with our hooks near the entrance of the harbour, were the 
only refrelhments the place afforded. 

The five following days \ve had light variable winds, attended by much 
Fridays. rain; but the weather being more pleafent on friday, I. was employed in, 
making a furvey ofthe harbour. Its fouthern point of entrance is fitu- 
ated N. 15 E., about 2 leagues from cape Ommancy, its oppofitc point 
lying N. 7 w., 2 miles diftant. The depth of water in mid-channel Le- 
tween thefe points is 75 fathoms, but decreafes. to 8 or to ctofc to the 
fliores, without rocks or fands^ excepting near the points, which arc 
fufficiently evident to be avoided.. South s. w., about half a mile from 
the north point of entranccy/is a mod excellent and fnug bafon about a 
third of a mile wide, . and Mlf a mile long ; but its entrance is by a very 
narrow channel half a mile in lengtli, in a dire6lion e. 70 w., witli fbme 
iflets and rocks lying off its fouth point ; thefe are fleep nearly clofe to 
them, as are the fhores oti both fules, wliich vary from a fixth to a twelfth 
of a mile afunder, with a clear navigable paffage from 8 to 1 2 fathoms 
deep in the middle, and 5 fathoms on the fides. Tlys foundings are to- 
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lerably regular in the bafon, from 30 in the middle, to 10 fathoms ‘ 791 - 
clofe to the fliores. Immediately -within its north point is a fine fandy » 

beach, and an excellent run of water, as is the cafe alfo at its head, with 
a third fandy beach jufl within its fouth point of entrance. In the vici- 
nity of thefe beaches, cfpecially the firft and third, fs a fmall extent of 
low land ; but the other parts of the fhores are compofed of Ileeji rugged 
cliffs on all fides, furrounded by a thick forefi; of pine trees, which gicw 
with mare vigour there than in the other parts of the harbour. From 
its entrance to the head, it extends about a league in a direftion s. 33 \v,, 
free from any interruption, although it is inconvenient from its great 
depth of water. Near the fouthern fide of entrance lies a fmall diet and 
fome rocks, but thefe are intircly out of the way of its navigation. The 
foundings cannot be confidered as very regular, yet llie bottom in general 
is* good ; in fome places it is flony, in others land and mud ; but in the 
cove where the vcdfels were at anchor the bottom is rocky. The head of 
this cove approaches within the fourth of a mile of the head of another 
cove, whofe entrance on the outfide is about 2 miles to the fouth of the 
fouth point of this harbour. In the entrance of that cove the deptli is 7 
fathoms, weeds were feen growing acrofs it, and to the north of it is a 
fmall ifletf with fome rocks. The furrounding fliores are generally deep 
and rocky, and were covered with wood nearly to the water’s edge, but 
on the fides of the adjacent hills were fpme fpots clear of trees, and 
chjefly occupied by a damp moift moorifli foil, in which were feveral 
pools of water. The furfacc produced fome berry bufhes, but the fruit 
at this feafon of the year was not j[ipe. This little information I pro- 
cured from fome of, our gentlemen, ^^lo had made fome excurfions 
about the neighbourhood. In the above c'ove on the weft fide were found 
a few deferted Indian habitations, which t^re the only ones that liad 
been met with. Our not having been vifiteoMiere by any of the natives, 
was ratllfcr a inoriifying circumftance, as they generally occafioned us 
fome entertainment, and frequently added forne variety to fuch refrefli- 
raents, as by our own efforts we were enabled to procure. 

From the 9th to the 13th the weather had been moflly boifterous, wednef. 13, 
unfettled, and rainy, this kind of weather fince our arrival had pre- 

. vented. 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


vented our making any lunar obfervations, but had afforded me fufficient 
opportunities for afcertaining very fatisfaftqrily the rates of the chrono^ 
meters, by fuch means as were in my power on board, not having ercfcl- 
ed the obfers^atory on fliore; for as a convenient fituation could not be 
found near the (hip,* and as I was in hopes we ftiould not long be de- 
tained at this Ration, I was not particularly anxious to land the inftru- 
ments; and under the circumftances of the weather, I had not much to 
regret that they had remained unremoved. , 

Other objefts began to claim our ferious attention. The plan that I had 
adopted for drawing our laborious examination of this efbaft to a conclu- 
lion, by the furveys on which the boats were now employed, I had fully 
expe6led would have been accompliflied in a wpek or ten days at the fur- 
theft, but the whole time for which they had been provided was now ex- 
Friday 1 5. pired, and the 1 5th arrived without bringing any relief to our very anxiods 
concern for their welfare. This unpleafant ftate of fufpenfe continually 
brought to our recolleftion the various untoward accidents to which our 
expeditions in fuch fraall open boats had been liable; and when we ad- 
verted to the very treacherous behaviour of the Indians experienced by 
Mr. Whidbey in his late excurfion from Crofs found, and the fimilar difpo- 
htion that had been (hewn to us the preceding fcafon by thofe pcbple who 
inhabit the countries not far diftant to the fouth-eaftward, our minds were 
filled with apprehenfion, and eyery hour increafed our folicitude for the 
return of our abfent friends. The fcrvice that each party had to per- 
form, called them, if not into the immediate neighbourhood of thefe 
unfriendly people, at leaft. into the vicinity of the places to which they 
frequently refbrt; and as they by nature of a cunning, defigning, 
and avaricious difpofition, ‘ they' were much to be feared ; for although 
tliey could not be confidered/as a courageous tribe, yet the very unwar- 
rantable and impolitic cond/6l of the feveral traders. on this coaft, in fup- 
plying them fo amply with fire arms and ammunition, and in teaching 
them the ufe of thofe deflruftive weapons, has not only given the na- 
tives a degree of confidence that renders them bold and importunate, but 
the dread which they before entertained of mufketry is greatly leffened 
by their becoming fo familiar to them; and they ase now fo well fur- 
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niihed, as to co&fider themfelves when in their large canoes nearly on an *79i* 
equality with us, and of courfc are daily becoming formidable, efpeci- • -f— 
ally to the parties in our fmall boats. Thefe diftrefling conliderations, 
in addition to the protrafted abfence of our friends, gave us but too 
much reafon to be apprehenfive, that we had at length hazarded our 
little boats, with the fmall force they w’ere n.ble to take for their defence, 
once too often. 

Whilft/we endured this irkfome anxiety, it is a tribute that is jufUy 
due to the meritorious exertions of thofe under my command, that I 
fliould again acknowledge the great confolation I derived on all pain- 
ful OGcafions like this, by having the moft implicit confidence in the 
diferetion and abilities of my officers, and the exertions and ready obe- 
dience of my people. Thefe happy reflc^lions left me no grounds for 
entertaining the moft diftant idea that any precaution would be wanting 
to guard againft, or efibrt unexerted to avert, fo far as human prudence 
could diftate, the threatening dangers to which I was confeious they 
muft neceftarily be expofed. 

In the hourly hope that thefe confoHng refleflions would once more be 
proved to have been w'cll founded, by the fufe return of the boats, I di- 
refled that every thing fhould be got in rcadinefs to proceed with all dif- 
patch in fuch dire6tion as circumftances might require ; for which pur- 
pofe the veftels were moved to the oppofite fide of the harbour, as be- 
ing a, more convenient fituatiOn for our immediate departure. Here 
we remained in the moft uncomfortable ftate of fufpenfe that can be 
imagined until the 19th; when, in thtro.idll of a deluge of rain, with Xuefday ig. 
the wind blowing very ftrong from the s,V,, wc had the indefcribable 
fatisfaftion of feeing the four boats enter tl^e harbour together from 
the northward. The parties foon reached ^ velfels, all well, and 
communicated the glad tidings of their having effectually performed 
the fcrvice, and attained the objcCl that had been expeCted from this ex- 
pedition. 

The aceompliftiment of an undertaking, the laborious nature of which 
#ill, probably, from the perufal of the foregoing fticets, be more eafily 

conceived than explaihed : a feryicc that had demanded our conftant 
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and unwearied attention, and had required our utmoft abilities and exer- 
tions to bring thus to a conclufion, could not, after the indefatigable la- 
bour of the three preceding years, fail of exciting in the bofoms of our 
little community, fenfations of a nature fo pleafing and fatisfaftory, that 
few are likely to experience in the fame degree, who were not participa- 
tors in its execution ; and to the imagination of thofe alone, mull I refer 
the happinefs we experienced on this interefling event. 

In order that the valuable, crews of both vcITels, on whom great hard- 
fliips and manual labour had fallen, and who had uniformly encountered 
their difficulties with unremitting exertion, chcerfulnefs and obedience, 
inisjht celebrate the dav, that had thus tenninated their labours in thefe 
regions ; they were ferved fuch an additional allowance of grog as was 
fully fufficient to anfwcr every purpofe of fcilivity on the occafion. 
This foon prompted a defire for mutual congratulations between the two 
velTcls, exprelfcd by three exulting cheers from each ; and it may beeafily 
conceived that more heart-felt fatisfaftion was fcarcely ever more reci- 
procally experienced, or more cordially exchanged. 

We had now no reafon for remaining in this port, which, in confe- 
quence of this vifit, obtained the name of Port Conclusion, except- 
ing that which a continuation of the inclement weather produced, which 
detained us until the evening of the 22d. But before I proceed to the 
recital of fubfequent occurrences, it is necelTary that I fhould advert 
to the manner in which the late furvey in the boats had been cxecutejl. 

Agreeably to the dire6lions Mr.Whidbey had received, he proceeded 
to the ilation where his former rofearches had ended ; here he arrived 
about noon on the 3d, after/^ffing clofe along* the wcllcrn fliore of the 
flrait, until he was oppofim.to the branch leading to the eaflward. In 
his way he palTed feveral/opcnings on the weftern ffiore, feme of which' 
he had reafon to" fupp/fe communicated wdth the ocean in a'wellerly. 
direction, and others feemed to afford tolerably well flieltered anchoragt;. 
The weather at this time was fo thick and rainy, that the party had 
but a very imperfe^ view of the inlet before them. They, however, 
continued along its larboard ffiorc, in a direftion N.65 e., for about fn?" 
miles and an half, paffing feveral fmall rocky bays, and at this inlet ar- 
rived 
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rived at a high Reep bluR rocky point, named by me Point Nap ran, ' 'yoh 
Rtuated in latitude ^7 Mo', longitude 226“ 6'; oft' which lies a ledge ol ' — 
rocks about half a mile, and from this })oint the coaR. takes a more nor- 
therly dirc6tiiJn ; but ilie weather became fo thick that the party was 
obliged to Rop about two miles beyond it, where the operation of the lame 
caufe detain{'d ihei|i tinlil eight o’clock the next morning ; when, with 
very hazy unpleafant weather, they ixfumed tlieii inquiries, and pafled 
between ^a coaR mucli indented with rmall bavs, and vaft numbers of 
fmall iflets and rocks, botlt above and beneath the furface of the water. 

The weather cleared up towards noon, and enabled Mr. Whidbev to 
obicrve the latitude to be 57 " 18', ou a fmall idet, clofe to a point named 
by me Point I'viues, It iug from point Ntipean N.38 i’.., ten miles and 
an half dillanV. From this Ration a tolerably diRinU view was oinained 
of* the inlet, in which the party had advanced thus far nearly in the 
dark. It was now fecn to be a fpacious arm of the fea, containing, in 
moR dircflions. many iRaiuls, iRets, and rocks ; the country on the left 
hand fide, being that (bore the party had coaRed, excepting about point 
Napean, feenud in getieral to be but moderately elevated, and although 
it is compoR'd of a rocky lubRance, produced a very fine foreR, chicRy 
of pine timbers ; but the oppofitc fide of the inlet was too far off to 
notice any thing relpc^ling it. From this Ration the party proceeded Rill 
alonp- a very rocky Riorc, about fix miles further, inadiretlion n. 41 1:., 
to a point called by me Potx r Gambikr, which forms the fouth point 
o( a branch leading to the liorthweRward ; its oppofite point of entrance, 
named by me Poix r FIugii, lyin^ from it n. 29 e., at the diRance of 
five miles. Ret'ond this, another exicinU^e-branch appeared to Rrctch to 
the nonhwaril, hut the former being the objeft of their firft inquiry, 
they proceeded along its weRern Riore ; this\is low, and in many places 
i s terminated by fandy beaches. On one of .hefe, about ten miles from 
point Gambier, the.}’ rcRed for the night, which was very Rormy from 
tlic fouthward, with continual rain, and dark gloomy weather ; this laRcd 
until ten in the forenoon (d’ the 5th, when the wind moderating, and the 
weather permitting them to fee forne little diRance before them, they 
proceeded, with a fgvorublc breeze, uj) this branch of the ocean, called 
Vo L. III. Nu by 
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by me S t y mo u r's Ca n a i,, whicli, at this place*, is fVotn two to three miles 
J wide, and which kept gradually iucreafmg to its head, where, in a direc- 
tion ol \.E. and S.W., it is nearly two leagues aerols : on the wellcrn 
hde are many (mall ba)’s, and it terminates, at its north-well extremity, 
in a fmall brook of frelh water, in latitude ,37’5*', longitude 226**, ly- 
ing from point Hugh n. \v., dillant twe-nty-nin^* miles. One mile 
from the fouth point of the brook is an illand, about three miles and an 
half long, and half a league broad ; and half a mile from the foutli point 
ot that illand lies another idaiKl, about the fame widtli, and lix miles 
long ; both thefe illands lie in the above diretdion, and occupy the mid- 
dle of the branch, having a great number of illets on their north-call 
lides, and forne rocks on their oppofiic fhores. Here were Iccn five 
Indians, w'ho were very fiiy. The party caught fomc young ducks, 
but they were \ ery fifliy, and ba<l eating. The adjacent country is jko- 
dcrately Jiigh, and was covered with limber of large grov.th, excepting 
towards point Hugh, which is a lofty rocky prnir.onlory, from wltence 
extends a ledge of rocks, where the lea biokc witli confiderahle Ibrec. 
Owing to the badnefs of the weather ihcfc rocks were not palTird until 
ten at night on the 6th, and even then not wiiliout the moll imminent 
dang.‘*r, occafioned by a heavy rain and llie darkiiels of the night, which 
prevented the party from difeovering their perilons fiiuaiion until thev 
were nearly amongll the breakers, wlicn, l>v timciv and great exertion, 
they happily palled dear of them, and vd'Ld for the r.iglit, about a mile 
on the north-call fide of that ponu. The rain coniluued, with a llrong 
gale from llie fouthward, until the forenoon ol'tiieytli, vrlien the aimof- 
phere becoming more dear, * Wdgtuat ion w.is difeo\ c red to he on the 
wdlern fide of the branch which was feen from point Gambicr, cMcnding 
to the northward, about four miles in witi'.h ; but was now feen to take a 
more wefierly dirtdiun, lycaily parallel to Seymour’s canal, which the 
party had quitted ; and making tlu* intr rveuing liioie q long narrow (i rip of 
land. The oppofile or north-call hde ol tins northern branch is coi.;pofed 
of a compaQ range of Rupendous mountains, chiefly barren, and co- 
vered with ice and fnow. 'I'lic route ol tlu; party was along the fouth- 
wdl fide; this is nearlv Rraight, compad, and free from rocks or other 

intcrnipiions, 
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interruptions, and favored by a s.K. brccv.c, tliev advanced about 12 
leagues I'roin point Hugh : where they hopped for the night, ojipofite 
to a high round ifland, lyire’ in tht^ middle of ihe eljanntl. 

From this (iation, (ituated in latitude 1', lejuj^itude 226" g', in the 
morning of the 8th, tliC)' dejjarlefl widi calm rainv weatlier, and pur- 
fued their refearelu's along the w-'diern Ihore, wliiehnow took a direfbon 
N. low., eight mile's, te) a point n'amed bv me I’oixt. Aitorv, where 
this bra ix'h divided into three tirms; that which apjteartd to be a comi* 
nnation of the arm tlu'v had bi'cit navigating took a north-eallerly direc- 
tion: the li'cond.’ ]\ ing about a h agiK' to the :c. not more than half 
a mile wide, took a noith-wc'de! 1 v dire<'-lion. and, apparently, i:urle th.e 
land on its fouth-weli fide an iilair.l. About ;> leagues up this ai 'n is a 
liuall illet neailv in mid-channel, d'ltis afforded another inflance oi ilie 
partial exifli'iice of the ice, which here intirely blocked up this ajm. 
whilfl the others tss'ii' free from anyfuch ineonvcnience. The third and 
widelt arm took a genc'ial courfe x. 81 tv., and is about a league in 
width: this agrceablv to our ufual })rac:i ice was firfl purfued along the 
fontheni fliorc about g leagnes to jioint Young, forming the eaft point of 
a et)ve, with an illand and roek in its entrance, and another at tlie bot- 
tom of the cove. .At iliis point the w'ahh of the arm decreafod to about 
half a league, and from it the foulhern fhore flreiched N.,p2 w. At the 
diflanee of about (even miles the call jinint of another fmall cove was 
leaein-d, wiiii an diet Iving near it. At the back of this Iflet was an 
Indian village, and anotlier was feen on an oppolite point lying i^rth, 
about a league and a half from tliis4;ovv'. on the land forming die noriii 
tide of the arm, and f(i:-med to he the iibiTli-welt point of the land be- 
fore mentioiu'd, ajipca.r.ng to bean illand. 

As Mr. VVliidbev ads anced from this cove,\the fhore flill continuing the 
fame line nf din Ctii'ii, he reciygni/a d the fpot, from whence in his excur- 
fion frond Cnds Ibitnd on the niglit of the 18th of jnJy he had retired, in 
(-{mfeoueiux of tl'.e Itoltile hi'havlour of the natives, and he now became 
fati-.fied that he- IkA been miflaken in fujipofing-at that time the branch 
to be doled ; as it was nov.- evident that it communicated with tliat which 
the partv had thus iia\ igated, making the intermediate laud, whidi had 

N u 2 liitherio 



2/6 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


‘ 794 - 

Augull. 


hitherto been confidered as a part of the continent, one extenfive ifland, 
which I called Admiralty Island. 

In order however that no doubt fliould in future arife, Mr. Whidbey 
proceeded to point Retreat. After pa [Ting the village, which from 
that point lies s. 33 r.., at the diflance of about 10 miles, the boats'were 
followed by many large and fmall canoes ; and as the evening was draw- 
ing near, to get rid of fuch troublefomc vifitors a mufket was fired over 
their heads, but tliis as before had only the effe6l of making them lefs 
ceremonious; this was proved by tlicir exertions in paddling to come up 
with our party, which they did very fafl, until another' fliot was fired at 
the largefl canoe, and was fuppofed to have flruck her, as the Indians all 
fell back in the canoe, and were quite out of fight ; they, however, ma- 
naged to bring their canoe’s flern in a line with the boats’ fterns ; in 
that fituation they paddled backwards with all tlicir flrcngth, and at the 
fame time fereened ever)' part of their perfons, by the height and fpread- 
ing of their canoes’ bows, excepting their hands, whicli, in the aft of pad- 
dling only became vifible, fo very judicioufly did they provide for their 
fafety in their flight ; in which, having gained fome diflance from our 
party, who had quietly purfued their courfe, the canoes flopped for a 
fliort time, as if for conlultation, but foon made the hefl of \hcir wav 
back to the village, and Mr. Whidbey proceeded without further inter- 
ruption to point Retreat. In this route the party palfcd by ili :- fouth- 
wefl fide of a very narrow ifland, about half a mile Inciad, and about a 
league and an half long ; this before had been paffed on its north-eafl 
fide, in ihe night of the 18th of July, but it was then fo tlark that it 
was not difeovered to be an ilhrrid. The chaniit;!, about three fourths 
of a mile wide, which was now purftied, is by rocks and ificts rendered 
equally unfafe and intricate /with that mentioned on the former furvey, 
fo that the communication between thele two extenfive branche.', of the 
ocean is, by thefe impediments, very dangerous for the navigation of 
(hipping. In this fouth-weft channel, about a league from point Retreat, 
on the fouthern fliore, is a deep cove, which, with the narrow ifland ly- 
ing before it, forms a very fnug harbour, of good accefs by the paflage 
round to the north of point Retreat ; as the rocky part of the channel 
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lies to the fouth-eaft of this cove, to which Mr. Whidbey gave the name ’79 i- 
of Barlow s Cove. The fhores of Admiralty ifland, which now had ■ - — • 

been completely circumnavigated, and found to be about 60 leagues in 
circuit, are, excepting at tliis and its fouth-eanern part, very bold, afford 
many convenient bays, likely to admit of fafe anchorage, with line 
ffreams of freflx water flowing into them, and prefented an afpefl: very 
different from that of the adjacent continent, as the ifland in general is 
moderatf-ly elevated, and produces an uninterrupted foreft of very fine 
timber trees, chiefly of the pine tribe ; whilfl the fhores of the continent, 
bounded by a continuation of thofe lofty frozen mountains, which ex- 
tend fouth-eaflward from mount Fairweather, rofe abruptly from the 
w'ater-fide, and were covered with perpetual fnow, whilfl their fides 
were broken into deep ravines or vallies, filled with immenfe mountains 
of ice. 

Such was the contrafl exhibited at point Retreat, where Mr, Whidbey 
had an opportunity of feeing feveral of the points that had been fixed 
by his former obfervations, and which, on the prefent occafion, affdlcd 
him in correfling his furvey, for he had thus far been able to procure 
but one obfervation for the latitude, fince his leaving port Conclufion. 

From point Retreat the party n^turned to Barh^w’s cove, where they 
refled for the night. 'The ne.xt morning a ffrong gale blew from the 
s, F,, with a very heavy fill of rain; this greatly impeded their progrefs 
in their way down this paffage, which dividing Admiralty ifland from the 
continent, obtained the name of Step n ins’s Passage; the point on 
which the northern village is fituated^ wasjound to be, as had before been 
conjeftured, the well point of entrance into the narrow icy arm, iuwliich 
w'as again feentheiflct noticed the precediiny morning in an e. s.E. di- 
reflion, whence it was clearly afeertained, that the intermediate land, 
forming the nortli fide of Stephens s paffage was an ifland, which after 
the Bifhop of Sallfbury, I named Douglas’s Island; it is about 
twenty miles long, and fix miles broad in the middle, but becomes 
narrow towards each end, particularly that to the ea Award, where it 
terminates in a fharp point ; the channel between this ifland and the 
main land, being rerldered by the ice impaffable, the boats were fleered 

over 
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Awmih fli<^re for protcclion againft the fouth-eafl; wind, 

v.^ — V— wliicli had now become io violoiu, tliat it was late in the evening before 
tliey had pafied the fouthernnioO village; and after they had proceeded 
about three miles to the eallward of it, they relied for the night. 

Althoiigli the party had been a coufulerable time within light of the 
village ol tliele unlriendly {)coplc, not a lingle individual had been feen; 
but they were liOard making a molt fndeous and extraordinary noife in 
dicir hoiifes, the fouml ol which reached the rclling place of ou,r party, 
by \\'hom it was fuppolcd, that fomc perfon of confccpicncc had been 
hurt by the Ihot lived the preceding evening at tlie large canoe, and 
which not improbably had been tlic occallon of tlieir bally retreat. In 
the morning of the lotli tltey were viliicd by an old Indian man, and a 
boy, who alter receiving fomt* prefents went about their bufinels, and 
our party proceeded to the arm leading to the north-eall from Stephens’s 
palTage, having its wellern point of entrance, which I have called 
Point Sai.isi$ury, fituated in latitude 58° 1 1 ', longitude 226'’ 3', in 
which the great quantity of floating ice, with a flrong northerly wind 
againfl them, fo retarded their progrels, that a paffago was with great 
difficulty elfeclcd; the weather here was feverely cold, with fVe(|uent 
fhowers of fleet and rain. From its cntrancc.it extended X. 11 1;., about 
13 miles, wlieie the lliores fpread to the eafl and wefl, and formed a 
bafon about a league broad, and 2 leagues acrofs, in a N. w. and s. 1., 
(itrcclion, with a Imall ifland lying nearly at its north-eafl. e.xtremit)’. 
I'rofn the fhorcs of this bafon a cornpacl body of ice extended fome dif- 
lance nearly all round; and the adjiKcnt region was compoled of a dole 
conneded continuation of tlie lofty range of frozen mountains, whole fules, 
almoft pel pendicular, were hii'ined mlircly of roi'k, excepting clofc to 
the water fide, where a lew^ Icattcred dwarf pine trtx'.s found fulhcient 
foil to vegetate in; ’above tbele the mountains w'cre wrapped in undif- 
lolving Irofl and fnow'. From the rugged gullies in ilicir fides were 
projected innnenfe bodies of icc, that 'reached perpcndleularly to the 
ftirfacc of the water in tire bafon, which admitted of no landing place for 
tlie boats, but cxlnbiied as dreary and inhofpitablc an afped as the ima- 
gination can poffibly fuggell. 'I'lie rife and fall of the'tidc in this fituation 
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was very conficlcrable, appearing to be upwards of eighteen feet. The 
examination of this bafon, &c. engaged the party until near noon of tlie 
nth, when they returned along the caflern fliore, which is a continua- 
tion of the fame range of lolty mountains rifing abruptly from the water 
fide; by dark they reached the ifland mentioned on the yth, as King in 
the middle of Stephens’s paffage ; here they took up their lodging for the 
night, which was very llorrny frotij thefouih-eallward, and attended with 
a heavy rain. In the morning of the j eih the wind became more mo- 
derate, ^)ut the rain continued with an extremely unpleafant crofs fca, 
which the violenfc of the wind during the night had occaltoned. This 
greatly retarded their progrefs down the palfage, the eahern fhore of 
wliich M'as found to be mucli indented with fmall bays, and to take a ge- 
neral direffion from afpot oppofite to the ifland they had quitted s. qi i;., 
about twelve miles, to a point which I named Poix r S tyi.kmax, form- 
ing the nortli-wefi: point of a harbour, filuated in latitude -jg', lon- 
gitude 22G' 22'; the opjiofite point of its entrance lying from it s. oq k.. 
at the diflance of 2 miles. 'I'liis harbour, which obtained tlie name of 
Port Snettish.nm, firft extends about a league from its entrance in a 
north-eafl: direction, where on each fide the fhores-form an extenfivc 
cove, terminated by a fimdy beach, with a fine flream of frelh water. 
On tlie norlh-wefl fide of entrance is a fmall cove, in which tlicrc is alfo 
a run of water, with an iflet lying before it. The fliores are high and 
fh'ej), and produce very few trees. Several fmokes were keen, but none 
of the inhabitants made their appearance, from the fouth point of this 
port, which I called I\)int Anmlr, the Ihorc takes a dirckfioi^ s. 29 t., 
nine or ten miles^ to a point, that*()btaia£,d ilic name of Poix i Coke, 
and which forms the "north point of a deep bay, about four miles wide, 
which I called Holkiia.m Bay ; this the party did not reach until the 
morning of the igth, when, nearly in the middle of it, were femnd 
three fnudl iflands ^ to tlie wcflei nmoff of which a fliallow bank extend- 
ed from eacli fide of the bay, which is bounded by the fill continued 
lofty range of mountains. Much floating ice was feen within the iflands. 
From point Coke, in a direklion s. qg w., two miles and an lialf, are 
two fmall rocky illets, nearly in the middle of the branch, and from 
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thefouth point of this bay, which I called Point Ast ley, the Ihoresavc 
very rocky, and contain many finall open coves, taking a foutherly direflion 
thirteen miles, to a point which obtained the name of Point Wind- 
ham, fituatcd in latitude 57" 31', longitude 226° 36'- This point forms 
tlic caftern point of entrance into Stephens’s palfage ; here they .again 
arrived in the fpacious part of the inlet noticed from point Gambler. 

As the party advanced feveral iflets were feen in various dirc 61 ;ions, 
and from point ' Windham, on the eallcrn fide, were fome bays ; the 
ftiorcs took a general direction s. 25 e,, twelve miJcsS and an hVlf, to a 
point named by me Point Hobart, being the north point of a fmall 
branch, where the party relied for the niglit, and on the following 
morning they found its points of entrance to lie from each otlier N. 11 w. 
and s. 11 E., about a league afundcr. From its entrance it extends 
s. 70 E., 5 or 6 miles, where it terminated. Some iflets and funken 
rocks lie near its fouth point, which I called Point Walpom.. From 
point Hobart extends a bank of land a little dillance lioni the fliore. 
but there is a clear paflage between it and the iflets, within which, it 
forms a fnug harbour, with foundings at a conlidcrable diftance from the 
Ihorc from 10 to 6 fathoms water, fand and muddy bottom. It is 
bounded by lofty mountains, and from their bale extends a fmall border 
of low land forming the Ihorcs of the harbour, which I called Port 
H ought ON. On quitting this place many rocks were feen along the 
fliores, which took a dire£lion s. 12 w., fix miles and a half, to a very 
confpicuous low projc£ling point, w'hich obtained the name of Cape 
Fans’iIAW, fituated in latitude 57” 11', longitude 226“ 4. Here was 
feen an old deferred village, and a fpacious branch of the inlet 8 miles 
wide, leading to the eallward and fouth-eaft. " 

From its very extenfive appearance in thefe direflions, Mr. Whidbey 
became apprehenfive, left their utmoft exertions fliould not enable them to 
draw their labours ‘to a conclufion during his prefent excurfion, and for 
this rcafon, he loft no time in proceeding along its northern fliore, which 
from cape Fanfbaw takes a dire^ilion s. 66 e,, fixteen miles, to a low 
narrow point of land two miles long, and half a mile broad, ftrctching 
fouth from the general line of the coaft on each fide of it ; but this dil- 
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tancc, owing to the badnefs of the weather, and a ftrong gale from the 
eaftward, was not reached before the 15th in the afternoon. At this 
low point, which I called Point Van drpiTt, the width of the branch 
decreafed to about three miles and an half, in a Ibuth dire£lion, to^ 
a deep bluff point, where, as alfo from this ftation, the Ihores of the' 
branch took a more fouthcrly courfe. South from this point a flioal 
extends about a mile, and on its.ea/lcrn fide a fmall.bay is formed, 
from whence the eaftern fhore trends s. 34 1:., feven miles, to another 
point, where a flioal flretchcs out about three fourths of a mile from Ae 
fliore ; this prevented the boats approaching the point, although feve- 
ral attempts were ma<le, in the hope of gaining flieltcr from the in- 
clemency of the weathe^, but it was to no effeft, and the party was 
obliged to remain cold, wet, and hungry (having no provifions cooked)' 
in .the boats, until the morning of the 16th; when the weather became 
fair and clear, and flicw'ed their fiiuation to be before a fniall extent of 
low flat land, lying immediately before the lofty mountains, w'hich here 
role abruptly to a prodigious height immediately behind the border. 
few miles to the fouih of this margin the mountains extended to the watcr- 
fidc, where a part of them prefented an uncommonly awful appearance, 
rifing with, an inclination towards the water to a vaft height, loaded w’ith 
an immenfc c|uantity of ice and fnow’, and overhanging their bafe, which 
fcenicd to be infuflicicnt to bear the ponderous fabric it fuftained, and 
rendered the view of the paffage beneath it, horribly magnificent. 

Soon after pafTing this very remarkable promontory, the arm ^the 
fca over which it hangs appeared to be intirely clofed by a berfai, ex- 
tending all round the head of it ; at the fo«tli-eaft extremity was a large 
body of ice, formed in a gully between the mountains that approach 
the water-fide, from whence, much broken ice feemed to have fallen, and 
had intirely covered the furface of the water in that direftion. From the 
fouth-wefb corner iffued a narrow flrcam of very white water, that ft'cmed 
to have obtained this appearance by the melting fnow draining through 
the low land that was fecn lying in that direftion ; and as it was confidered 
not to be navigable, Mr. Whidbe|||^was anxious to lofe no time in the fur- 
ther cxtenfion of his refearches. Having now been abfent longer than the 
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time for which the party had been fupplied, and being diftant upwards of 
an hundred miles from the vefleis, towards which they had to proceed^ 
along a coaft, the principal part of which might require a very minute 
examination ; he made the beft of his way back, along the fouthern 
fhore of the branch. ' 

We became afterwards informed by Mr. Brown of the Jackal, that 
the above narrow ftrcam was found, on his fubfequent vifu to this place, 
to afford a paffage for canoes and boats, and that it cornmumeated with 
the apparently Ihoal inlet that Mr. Johnftonehad made feveral uhfuccels- 
ful attempts to enter on the aSth of auguil, 1793. Mr. Brown alfo 
i^ted, .that the intervening land which had the appearance of forming 
the head of the arm between its fouth-eaft and fouth-weft extremities, is 
an illand, fituated on a very fltallow bank, which, at the depth of a 
few feet, connefts the two Ihores, and at Jo\r water fpring tides be- 
comes dry. This may ferve to account for the report of the Indians to 
Mr. Brown the preceding year, and which he obligingly communicated 
to mp on, the 2ift of July, J793, refpefting Etoen Nqfs, by which means 
an inland navigation for canoes and boats is found from the fouthern 
extremity of Admiralty inlet, in latitude 47” 3', longitude 237“ i8', to the 
northern extremity of Lynn canal, in latitude 12', longitude 224“ 34'. 

By this information it likewife appeared, that our conclufions at the end 
of the laft feafoo, refpefting cape Decifion being a continental promon- 
tory were not precifely cori'eft, as, by the (hallow boat paffage difeovered 
by Mr. Brown, that cape is found to be feparated above tlie level of 
yhigh-Wster mark from the continent. 

Mr.Whidbey obferves, that in no one in (la nee during his refearches, 
either in the feveral branches of Prince William’s found, in thofe extend- 
ing from Crols found, or, in the courfe of his prefent excurfion, did he 
find any iramenfe bodies of ice on the iflands ; all thofe which he had feen 
on (here, were in the gullies or vallies of the conne^ed.chain of lofty moun- 
tains fo frequently mentioned, and which chiefly conftiluted tlie conti- 
nental (hore from CooK^s infet to this JlatiQn; though, in different places 
thefe mountains are at different diffanq|pjrrom the fea (ide. He likewife 
• obferves that ail the iflands^ or groups of iflands* were (and of a mode- 
rate 
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rate height, when comiJared with the ftupendous mountains that com- Aug 

pofe the continental boundary, and were ftill feen to continue in a fouth- ' ^ 

eaftern direftion^rom this fhallow paffage, whilfl the laiid to the weft- 
ward of the paffage affumed a more moderate height, was free from 
fnow, and produced a foreft of lofty pine trees. Thefe obfervations 
more particularly applying to the former, than to the fubfequent, part 
of this furve)% I have, for that reafon, thought proper to introduce them 
in this pjjacc, and fhall now refume the fubjefl of Mr. Whidbey’s excur- 
fion. 

The day being fair and pleafant, Mr. Whidbey wiftied to embrace 
this opportunity of drying their wet clothes, putting their arms in order, 
and giving a thorough cleaning to the boats, which, from the continual 
bad weather, had now become an objefl of real neceftity. For this 
pmrpofe the party landed on a commodious beach ; but before they had 
finilhed their bufinefs a large canoe arrived, containing' fome women and 
children, and fixteen ftout Indian men, well appointed with the arms of 
the country, but without any (ire-arms. They behaved in a very friend- 
ly manner on the beach for a little time, but their conduft afterwards 
put on a very fufpicious appearance; the children withdrew into the 
woods, and the reft fixed their daggers round their w'rifts, and exhibi- 
ted other indications, not of the nioft friendly nature. To avoid the 
chance of any thing unpleafant taking place, Mr. Whidbey confidered 
it moft humane and prudent to depart, and he continued his route down 
the branch along its fouth-weft Ihore, paffing fome iflets that lie it. 

’i'he Indians did the fame, but kept on the oppofite (bore, ana in the 
courfe of a little time the canoe dtfappeared. In the hope of being quit 
of thefe people the party flopped to dine near the higli bluff obferved 
from point Vandeput, but before they had finilhed their repaft the fame 
Indians, who mull have turned back unperceived, for the purpofe of 
crofting »ver to follow thft boats, were leen coming round the point of 
the cove in which was the party, and not more than a quarter of a mile 
from their dinner ftation; as the cartoe approached a mulket was fired 
over it, in order to deter the Indians- from advancing ; but thisi as on for-- . 
mer occafions, feemed to encourage them, and they appeared to come for »* 
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more eagernefs, but on a fecond (hot being fired at the canoe 
« * » they inftantly retreated with all poffible fpeed, and were foon again be- 
hind the point : yet as Mr. Whidbey fufpe£ied they be inclined to 

attempt by furprize, that which they dared not venture to do openly, he 
hallened the meal of his party, and put oiF from the fhore ; this was 
fcarcely effe£led, when his conjeftures were proved to have been well 
fbundt^, by the appearance of a number of armed people ilfuing from 
the woods, exaftly at the fpot where our party had dined t ar\d nearly 
at the fame inllant of time, the canoe Was again feen paddling round the 
point of the cove. * 

This conduft, on the part of the Indians, greatly attrafted the ob» 
fervation of the party, and .whilft they were watching the motions of 
thefe people, their attention wa^ fuddenly and moll agreeably called 
toanobjefl of more pleafing concern; that of the boats under Mr. John- 
ftone’s direftipn, coming within fight about two miles diftant. 

The llratagem thus pra6lifed by thefe Indians is alone fufficient to Ihew, 
that our apprehenfions on board, for the fafety of our abfent friends, 
had not been without reafon ; and it is one, amongfl: many other cir- 
cumllances, which taught me to believe, that we were but juft in 
time, for the accomplifhment of tire arduous and hazardous fervice in 
which we had been fo long engaged ; as the very unjullifiable conducl 
of the traders on this coaft, has encouraged the inhabitants to attempt 
fuch a6ls of hoftil.ity, that the means we jxjlfcired to repel their attacks, 
would, in all probability, have been infufficient for our prote^lion, had 
it bcen'«iur lot to have tried the experiment one year later. 

On the fight of the two other boats all the Indians difappeared, and 
our two parties were not. long before their forces were united. It was 
immediately underllood that Mr. Johuftone had examined the coaft 
from cape Decifion to this llation. On this occafion Mr. Whidbey re- 
marks, that it is not pofliblc for language to deferibe the joy <hat was 
manifefted in every countenance, on thus meeting their comrades and 
■fellow-adventurers, by jvhich happy circumftance, a principal objcfl of 
the voyage was brought to a conclufioii ; and the hearty congratulations 
tftat were mutually exchanged by three cheers, proclaimed not only the 
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pleafure that was felt in the accomplilhment of this laborious liervice, 
but the zeal with which it had been carried into execution, and the lau- 
dable pride that had been entertained by both parties, in having been 
inftrumental to the attainment of fo grand an obje 6 l. 

The little fquadron now proceeded to a cove about a league to the 
wellward, where they took up their abode for the night. In the courfe 
of the evening no fmall portion of facetious mirth palled amongft the 
feamen, if), confequence of our having failed from old England on the 
JirJl of April, for the purpofe of difcovering a north-weft palTage, by 
following up the difcoveries of De Fuca, De Fonte, and a numerous train- 
of hypothetical navigators. 

Early in the morning of the 17 th both parties lat out on their return 
to port Conclufion, and being favored with a frelh gale from the s.e. 
they made great progrefs under fail. 

In the event of die two parties meeting, and confequently a finilhing 
ftroke being put to the examination of the Ihores of North- Weft Ame- 
rica, within the limits of my commiflion ; Mr. Whidbey had my direc- 
tions to take polfelfion of the faid continent, from New Georgia north- 
treftward to cape Spencer, as allb, of all the adjacent iOands we had 
difeovered 'within thofe limits ; in the name of, and for, His Britan- 
nic Ma jelly, his heirs, and fuccellbrs *. this, on the parties Hopping 
to dine, was carried into execution; the colours were difplayed,. the 
boats’ crmvs drawn up under arms, and poll’efiion taken under the dif- 
( barge of three vollies of mullcetry, with all' the other formalities pfti^l 
on fuch occafions, and a double allowance of grog was ferved to ihe re- 
fpertive crews, for the j>urpofe of drinking His Majefty’s health. The 
happy meeting of the two parties, having taken place on the birth-day of 
11 is Royal Highnefs Frederick Duke of York, the found in which they 
met I honored with the name oFPrinck Fri: of. rick’s Sound, and 
the adjacent continent, north-weft ward from New Cornwall to Crofs 
found, with that of New Norfolk. 

From hence the boats made the bell of their way to the velTels, with- 
o\it any particular occurrence, until they arrived at port Concliifion, 
when the wind blowipg very hard fixira the foutlnvard, brought with it 
2 a heavy. 
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Aug i(i ^ lieax'v conlufed Tea, which, with the meeting of the tides,, produced a 

' y — •• kind of race. Here the boats, for fome time, were in a moft critical fitu- 

ation, but by the great exertions of their crews, they were at length pre- 
ferved, and arrived fafe, as has been before related. 

It now remains to recount the circumftanoes attendant on Mr. John- 
ftone’s expedition ; who, from cape Decifion, found the exterior coaft 
firft take a direftion n. 30 w., about 3 leagues, and tlien n. 10 w., 
about the fame diftance, to the north point of a harbour abqut a mile 
wide; the intermediate thorc, between it and cape Decifion, has in it 
many fmall open bays, and at fome diftance from k, lie many rocks. 
This ftation was reached in the forenoon of die 3d, the harbour was 
found free and eafy of accefs, by keeping near the fouthern fhore ; in 
general it is about a mile wide. At firft it takes a north-caft courfe for 
about a league, and then terminates in a s.s.i;. direflion, about a league 
further, having fome iflets and rocks in it, notwithftanding which it af- 
fords very excellent ftielter, with foundings from 17 to 34 and 12 fa- 
thoms water. It is conveniently fituated to the ocean, has its north 
point in latitude 56° 17^', longitude 225” 58', and obtained the name of 
Port Malmesbury. Its north point, which I have called Point 
H ARRIS, fe rendered very remarkable, by its being a projc6ting point, 
on which is a fingle hill, appearing from many points of view like an 
ifland, with an illet and fome rocks extending ne^r a mile to the fouth- 
weft of it. North from hence, three miles and an half, and then n.n.k. 
about the fame diftance, is the fouth point of a large bay, full of in- 
numcHble iflets and rocks,' with a great number of very fmall branches 
in various dire.flions ; its examination occupied mucli time, and its fouth- 
ern. .,extremity reached to the latitude of 56“ 15', longitude 226° 15'; its 
eaftern branch to latitude '56“ 28', longitude 226" 18' ; and its northern 
extremity to latitude 56*33', longitude 226" 12'. Between the two lat- 
ter tlie party met with about a dozen of the natives, who occupied a 
fingle habitation on the Chore, and Were the firft people Mr. Johnftone’s 
party had feen on this .expedition. The 5th was very ftormy, with much 
rain, but Uie 6th was fair and plcafant, which enabled them to finilh 
4>e examination of this intricate found, and in the evening they reach- 
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ed its north- weft point of entrance, which I called Point Ellis, where 
they remained during the night. It is fituated in latitude 56** 31', longi- 
tude 225" 56'. This alfo forms the fouth-eaft point of another fmall in- 
let, which is equally intricate, and as much incommoded with iflets and 
rocks. The examination of this employed the whole of the 7th. It 
forms a narrow arm, extending from point Ellis N.36 e. for ten miles, 
where it terminates. Here they found a fingle houfe, limilar to that be- 
fore menrioned, and containing about as many inhabitants. From hence 
they returned along the northern fide of this arm, from half a mile to 
half a league in Width, and about feven miles from its head to its north 
point, which forms alfb the fouth point of a bay or inlet, full of illets 
and rocks, the north point of which, called by me Point Sullivan, 
lies in latitude ,56° 38', longitude 225“ 51^'. From point Sullivan the 
fliOres were lefs rocky, and became firm and compacl, taking a dirc^llon 
N, 9\v. thirteen miles, to a confpicuous point, which after Vice Admiral 
Kingfmill, obtained the name of Point Kincsmill. From this point, 
which is the fouth point of the fpacious inlet, up w’hich Mr. Whidbey 
had purfued his rcfearches to the north-call ward; the fliores took a di- 
reftion n. 47 E., fix miles and a half to another point, which I called- 
Point CaitN w a llis, and which forms the fonth-weft point of entrance 
into an arm leading to the fouth-eaft. The fpacc f^tween thefe two 
points is occupied by two bays, each taking a fomli-caftcriy dlrcflion, 
from a mile to half a league wide, and 4 or 5 miles deep, in which as 
ufual along the coaft were many illets and dangerous rocks. The cym^ii- 
nation to this extent, employed the party until the loth in the morning, 
when they quitted the ipain inlet, and purfued the arm leading to tlic 
fouth-eallward, which firft took a direflion s. 68 e. for g miles, and then 
s. 26 E. for 7 miles and a half further; here a brandt was entered about 
half a league wide, that took a .s. s. w. dirc61ion fin- abmit 8 miles, where 
it terminated in latitude 56” 38^'. The fhores of the fouihcrn parts of 
this branch, which I have diftinguilhcd by the name of Port Camden, 
are pretty free from illets and rocks, but thofe to the north-weft of it, are 
lined with them, and render the approaching of it extremely dangerous. 
The termination of tjiis branch reaches in a north and fouth direflion, 
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i7()4. within about, 2 miles of the north-eafl; extent of the finall inlet which the 
v>,, party had examined on the 7th, and in the fame line of direction, within 

about 4 miles of the northern part of that w'hich had engaged them on 
the 5th and 6th. So very tedioufly and flowly were our refearches car- 
ried into efre6l in this very broken and extraordinary region ! 

At the head of the lall mentioned branch was a finall Indian village 
confiding of thfce houfes, and containing about forty or fifty perfons. 
On meeting fonie of the Indians here who had been feen in the, I'oulhern 
branches, it gave rife to an opinion, that fome fmall paflage ex i Red which 
had efcaped the notice of the party ; but this Mr. Johnftone obferves was 
foon explained by the Indians who took up their canoe, and pointing to a 
finall valley in a foutherly direflion, made figns that could not be miflaken, 
that they had walked, and had brought their canoe, over the iflhmus. 
The next morning, although very wet and hazy, they returned along 
the caftern fide of this arm, and palTed its north-eafl; point, which I’roni 
the head lies about x. n. e. at thcdiflancc of about 4 leagues, near which 
are fome rocks. I he party immediately entered another branch, about 
the fame breadth, w’hich took firft a direftion s. 68 e. for about 5 miles, 
and then turned irregularly round to the fouthward. 'I'lic weather being 
clear about noon, the obferved latitude w’as found to be 56° 42V longitude 
226® 2 j. The br^ch in which they had thus advanced, although too flial- 
low and rocky for the paffing of any vcfl’els larger than boats or canoes, and 
even for them intricate and dangerous, would hot have been I'urthcr exa- 
mined, had not the tide been found running in a very contrary direflion, to 
that wVich had been obferved at its entrance, the flood tide here fetting to 
the nortltwarcU This circuraftance gave rife to an opinion, that this branch 
would be found to communicate with the main inlet they had left under 

i/ 

Mr. Whidbey’s exan\ination extending to the north-eafl ; and fliould it 
make the intermediate yery broken land an illand, it would greatly faci- 
litate their furvey of w’hat they fuppofed to be the continental fliorc. 

This hope induced Mr. Johnflone to pcrfeycrc, but inflead of the 
channel ftretching to theeaflward as itwas wifhed, and expcfled to do, it 
extended to the weftward of fouth, and communicated with a bay in the 
north- we'd; part of Clarence’s llrait, which had been examined by Mr. 
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Johnftone on the i iili of feptember, 1793; but tills cotnmunicalion v.’:;s 
not at that time afccriainecl, in confctiuencc of the nuriicroiis iflets, rocks, 
and Ihoals that exdl in that bay, and render it iiulrtiy unnaviuablc for 
(Itijrping. The party nov/ difUncLly faw port Protef-Uon an(1 tbe adjacent 
fhores, and having taken the ncceffary angU-.s that their tu'd'- r linvty 
would demand, they returned by the way they had arrived; but t'lc pn.o 
grefs of the boats was rendered Very iiow by the numberle's rocks and 
illcts, aad the examination of the feveral little bays into which the fiiores 
were broken. To the eaflward were feen high dUlant mountains covered 
with fnow, but the lanrl in their neighbourhood was, contparatlvely 
fpeaking, low, of a very uneven furfacc, much divided by \-,;uer, and 
covered with wood. Mr. JohnOone unwilling to lofc any advantage 
that prefented iifelf, flopped but a fhort time on the night ol the 121b, 
iif order that he iniclit take the benefit of the flood tide the next nKirninr, 
which returning about half after one, they proceeded with it clofe along 
the caffern fhorc round ev'^cry cove and ccjrner ; for they could not hj' any 
cjthcr mode have determined its boundary, as they were at this time fur- 
rounded by a very thick fog, that obfeured every diflant objef;! until 
about ten in the forenoon, when a frcfli weflcrly breeze brought fair and 
clear wcatlier, and dif'overed their fitualion to be near the wr'fl ]>oint rrf a 
fmall branch, in laiithdc 5^° 55k longitude 226* 16'. The adjacent 
fhorcs in all diretlions, but particularly to the north-well, were lined 
with iflets and rocks, that extended nearly two miles into tl;e opening, 
which was here about 2 leagues acrofs. • 

This branch about a mile wide flrciched about 5 miles in an eaflwnrdly 
direftion, and there it jerminated ; but before the party had reached this 
extent, Mr. Jobnflore flatcs, that the remains of no lefs titan eight de- 
ferted villages were feen ; fome exf them were nrore de(:a\ ed than ilie 
others, but they all uniformly were fituated on the fummit of fome pre- 
cipice, or flecp infedar rock, rendered by nature almofl inacccfTible, and 
by art and great labour made a flrong defence; which proved, that the 
inhabitants had been fubjeft to the incurfions of’lioflile vifitors. 'I hcfe 
fortified places were well i onfhu61cd with a flrong platform of wood, laid 
on the mofl elevated part of the rock, and pi ojetding f > far its fides 
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Auguft as to overfpread the declivity. The edge of the platform was for- 
rounded by a barricade raifed by logs of wood placed on each other. In 
the vicinity of thefe ruins, were many fepulchres or tombs, in which dead 
bodies were depofited. Thefe were made with a degree of neatnefs feh 
doin exhibited in the building of their habitations. A wooden frame was 
raifed about ten feet from the ground, the upper half of which was in- 
clofcd, and in the open part below in many, though not in all of them, 
was placed a canoe; the flooring of the upper part was about £ve feet 
from the ground, and a^jove that the fides and top were intirely clofed in 
with boards, within which were human bodies in box& wrapped up in 
fkins or in matting. Thefe repofitories of the dead w’ere of different fizes, 
and fome of them contained more bodies than the others ; in the largell 
there were not more than four or five, lying by the fide of each other, not 
one appearing to be placed above the reft; they were generally foufld 
near the water fide, and very frequently on fi>rne confpicuous point. 
Many of thefe facred monuments feemed to have been erefted a great 
length of time, and themoft ancient of them had evidently been repaired 
and ftrengthened by additional fupporters of more modern workmanfltip. 
Hence it would appear, that whatever might be the enmity thatexifted 
between the fcveral tribes when living, their remains when dead were 
refpefted and fuffered to reft quietly and unmoleftW. 

Having fatisfied their curiofity in thefe refpefts, and having gained the 
liead of the arm, they flopped to dine in a cove a little way from its ter- 
mi«ati<^. Hitherto the party had not leen any of the natives, but at 
this time they were vifited by fcveral. who came chiefly from the head of 
the arm, where they muft liave been ferreted, oi; they could not have 
efcaped being noticed. The number of thefe people accumulated very 
faft, and in a very little time, they amounted to upwards of a hundred, 
amongft whom were a chief, and fcveral of the Indians foen at the ifth- 
mus on the preceding thurfday and funday. Whatever might be the real 
intention, or the difpofition of thefe ftrangers, their numbers and gene- 
ral appearance, induced Mr. Johnftonc to defire them to keep at a 
greater diftance; this the Indians did not feem inclined to do, although 
every fign to that elTcft was made, and our party armed in readinefs for 
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their defence. As their numbers incrcafcd, fo were they encouraged to 

' . ° Auguft. 

advance; on Tome muikcts being fired they (lopped I’or a fiiort time, but 
foon again followed the boats as they returned down the arm, keeping 
juft without the reach of mulketry. Although thefe people had amongft 
them fome guns, and were otherways well armed with their native w^ca- 
pons, Mr. Johnftone did not impute to them any hoftile intention, but 
attributed the ardour with which they had driven to join our party, to a 
delire of.bartering away their fea otter fleins, of which they appearc’sl to 
have many, for European commodities. The fituation of the part’- on 
this occalion w'asdn a very confined place, and being furrounded by fuch 
a tribe of armed Indians, with rcafon to apprehend there might be others 
at no great diftance, it became prudent to avoid, if poftible, a nearer in* 
tercourfe, by which alone the true fpirit of their defign could have been 
known, and in which they mud have been greatly interefted, as they 
continued to follow the boats, until after they had gained a more open 
fituation. One of the canoes now advanced before tlie reft, in which a 
chief flood in the middle of it, plucking tlje white feathers from the rump 
of an eagle, and blowing them into the air, accompanied by fongs and 
other expreffions, which were received as tokens of peace and fricndftiip. 

The canoe was now permitted to come alongfide Mr. Johnftone’s boat, tc 
whom the chief inftantly prefented a fea otter Ikin, for which Mr. John- 
llonc made him a fuitable return, with every expreflion likely to be un* 
derftood of his pacific difpofition; the Indians feemed to be fincere in 
their profeffions alfo, as they now came to the boats unarmed, and with the 
utmoft confidence in their fecurity. Expreflions of mutual fiiendftiip 
were now exchanged,^ and on its being fignified to the chief, that as night 
was approaching the canoes Ihould no longer follow the boats, lie returned 
to the reft of his countrymen ; but they ftill continued to paddle after 
our boats until a raufket or two were difeharged, when they all dropped 
a-ftern and w^ere no more feen. 

However fatisfaflory the latter part of the natives’ conduft may appear 
to be, as to their friendly intentions, yet a diftrufl. which prudence on fuch 
occafions ought always to fuggeft, induced Mr. Johnftone to proceed as far 
as he conveniently ijould before he flopped for the night ; but as the lliorc 
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Aujfift qnitc fteep and corapaft they continued to row until after midnight, 

* V- — ’ wlien tlicy came to a grapnel, and reded in the boats. This day had proved 

extremely fatiguing to the people, as they had been nearly the whole of 
the twenty-four hours on their oars. In this route they had reached the 
main arm of Prince Frederick’s found, and had found the fhores to 'form a 
large rounding, though not lofty promontory, in which were feveral fmall 
open bays, and near it feveral detached rocks. This promontory obtained 
the name of Point Macartney, the weftern extremity of whigh is litu- 
atedin latitude 57" \\\ longitude 226" 12'. From hence the Ihofe trends 
N. 15 E. about a league, where the width of the found is about 7 miles 
acrofs, in a diretlion n. 47 w. to point Napean. From this ftation 
N. 28 E., at the diftance of about. a league and a half lies a fmall ifland, 
with patches of rocks from this point reaching nearly to its fhores. The 
promontory ftill took a rounding direftion about n. 65 e., five miles fur- 
ther, from whence the fouthern ftiore of the found extends n. 75 e. fe- 
venteen miles, to the weft point of a fmall cove, the only opening in the 
fhore from point Macartney ; but off the little projefting points be- 
tween this cov’^e and that point, are detached rocks lying at no great dif- 
tance from the ftiore. This extent was not reached until the afternoon 
of the i6ih, in confequcrice of the wind blowing hard from the caftward, 
attended with a heavy rain, againft which they contended with their ut- 
moft exertions, left the exhaufted ftate of their provifions fhould oblige 
them to retire before they could join the other party. This cove ex- 
tended s. 34 E. about a league, where it terminated, and according to 
our fur^ey, formed a narrow ifthmus between it and the head of Duncan’s 
canal, about 2 miles acrofs in a northern dire£lio;i ; and is another ftri- 
king inftance of the very exicnfive, and extraordinary infular ftate of the 
region lying* before the weftern coaft of the American continent, be- 
tween the 47th and 59th degrees of north latitude. 

Having dined, the party refumed their furvey along the fouthern fide 
of the found, which took nearly an eaft direction. They had not far 
advanced, when about five in the evening they, had the joyful fatisfa6lion 
of meeting Mr. Whidbey and his party as before recited. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Johnftone ftated, that the part of the coaft that had claimed his 
attention during his laft excurfion is a peninfula, connefted with the v..-v^ 
more eallern land by the laft mentioned narrow ifthmus, and that it is by 
no means fo high or mountainous as the land compofing the adjacent 
countries on the oppofite or north-eaftern fide of the found, which at no 
great diftance confifted of very lofty, rugged, dreary, barren mountains, 
covered with ice and fnow; but tliat the- land compofing the peninfula 
was chiePy of moderate height, and produced a noble foreft of large, and 
ftately pine trees of clean and ftraight growth, amongft which were a few 
berry bufhes and 4bme alders. The ftiores along the bays and arms they 
had vifitcdwere in general low, and prefented a probability that if the 
wood were cleared away, the foil of the country might be advantageoufly 
employed under cultivation. Thefe bays and arms abounded with a 
giv'atcr number of falmon and fea otters, than Mr. Johnftone hadobferved 
on any other part of the coaft; and as they were found in the greateft 
abundance at the heads of thofe places, it was inferred that lalmon, and 
other fmall fifh, form a large proportion of the food of the fea otters, 
which are thus induced to frequent thefe inland channels, to which at this 
fcafon of the year fuch filhes refort. 

Mr, Whidbey in his obfervations on Admiralty ifland, remarks, that 
notwithftanding this ifland feemed to be compofed of a rocky fubftance 
covered with little foil, and that chiefly confifting of vegetables in an 
irnperfcft ftate of diffolution, yet like the peninfula juft adverted to, it 
produced timber, which he conlidercd as fuperior to any he had before 
noticed on this fide of America. He alfo ftaies, that in his two laft ex- 
curfions feveral placeg were feen, where the ocean was evidently in- 
croaching very rapidly on the land, and that the low borders extending 
from the bafe of the mountains to the fea fide, had, at no very remote pe- 
riod of time produced tall and ftately timber ; as many of their dead trunks 
were found ftanding crc6l, and ftill rooted fall; in the ground, in different 
ftages of decay; thofe being the moft perfetl that had been the leaft fub- 
jeft to the influence of the fait water, by which* they were furrounded 
on every flood tide ; fuch had been the incroachment of the fea on thefe 
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* 1 ^ 4 - fliores, that the fliorter flumps in fome inftances at low water mark, 
were even with, or below the furfaceof the fea. 

Th is fame appearance has been noticed before in port Chalmers, 
and on this occafion Mr. Whidbey quotes other inftances of fiinilar in- 
croachments not only in Prince William’s found, but alfo in Cook's inlet; 
where he obferved fimilar effefts on the ftiores, and is of opinion from 
thefe evidences,, that die (hallow banks occupying fo large a part of Gray’s 
harbour, have recently been produced by the operation of one and the 
fame caufe : and it is not leCs reafonable to conclude, that the waters of 
the north pacific, have, poflibly for ages, had a general tendency to pro- 
duce the fame effeft, on all the coaft comprehended within the limits before 
mentioned. 

A return of fair and clear weather on the 1 8 th enabled them to fee that 
large traft of broken land lying between Crofs found and cape Omiha- 
ney, which has been deferibed as having a range of high mountains 
capped with fnow extending through it; but from thefe ftill continuing 
.to have the appearance of being difunited in feveral places, it tended to 
corroborate our former opinion; and although as before we had not had 
an opportunity of afoertaining the fa6l, I have been induced to confider 
the country as being divided into many iflands, and have for'that rrafon 
termed it an archipelago. The ftrait that feparates this land from the eaftern 
fhore, which after Lord Chatham, I have called Chatham Strait, Mr. 
Whidbey confiders as likely to be one of the moft profitable places for 
procuring the foins of the fea otter, on the whole coaft ; not only from the 
abundance obferved in the poffelTion of the natives, but from the irn- 
menfe number of thofe animals, fecn about the /hores in all direftions. 
Here the fea otters were ih fuch plenty that it was eafily in the power 
of the natives to procure as many as they chofe to be at the trouble of 
taking. I was alfo .given to underftand by Mr. Brown of the Jackal, 
who followed us through thefe regions, that the lea' otter fleins which he 
procured there were of an extremely fine quality. 

The principal objeft which His Majefty appears to have had in view, 
in direfting the undertaking of this voyage having at length been com- 
pleted, I truft the precifion with which the furvey of the coaft of North 
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Weft America has been carried into eficft, will remove every doubt, and 
fct afide every opinion of 0. north-xnejl pojfcLg^, or any water communica- 
tion navigable for (hipping, exifting between the north pacific, and the 
interior of the American continent, within the limits of our refearches. 
The difeovery that no fuch communication does exift has been zealoudy 
purfued, and with a degree of minutenefs far exceeding the letter of my 
commiftion or inftruftions; in this refpeft I might poflibly have incurred 
the ccnfuTC of difobcdiencc, had I not been intruded with the moft liberal, 
difcrctionury orders, as being the fitteft and moft likely means of attain- 
ing the important fcnd in queftion. 

The very detached and broken region that lies before fo large a portion 
of this coaft, rendered a minute examination altogether unavoidable ; this 
had frequently the good elfeft. of facilitating the labours of our furvey, 
by Hts leading us through narrow, lliallow, intricate channels, which cut 
off extenfivc tra6ls of broken land, and by thus ftiewing their reparation 
from the continent, their further examination became unimportant to 
the objeft of our inquiry. 

For this rcafon I have confidercd it effential to the illuftration of our 



furvey, to ftate very exa6:ly not only the track of the vcffels when navi- 
gating thcfcl regions, but likewife thofe of the boats when fo employed, 
as well when I was prefent myfelf, as when they were conduced by Mr. 
Whidbey or Mr. Johnftone, on whom the execution of that laborious 
and dangerous fervicc principally fell, and to whom I feel myfelf indebted 
for the zeal with wdiich they engaged in it on all occafions. 'I'hc perufal of 
thefe parts of our voyage to perfons oot particularly interefted, I arn con- 
feious will aft'ord but little entertainment: yet I have been induced to give 
a detailed account, inftcad of an abltraft, of our proceedings, for the pur- 
pofeof illullrating the ch'arts accompany iitg tliis journal ; of fiiewing the 
manner in which our time day by day had been employed ; and, for the 
additional purpofc, of making the hillory of our tranfa61ions on the north 
weft coaft of America, as conclujive as poJfihU, againft all fpcculative opi- 
nions refpetling the cxiftence of a hyperborean or mediterranean ocean 
within the limits of our furvey. 
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I fliall now conclude the account of our tranfaftions at this place by 
the infertion of fuch aftronomical and nautical obfervations as were made 
during the time we pafled at this ftation. 

On the 2d of auguft in port ConcluHon the chronometers fliew the 
following longitudes, viz. Arnold’s No. 1 4, 225*37'; Arnold’s No. 176, 
225* 38'; and Kendall’s, 225" 34' 30"; the true longitude being 225*37' 
30", it appeared that Arnold’s No. 1*4 was 30' to the weft ward, Arnold’s 
No. 176 30' to the eaftward, and Kendall’s 2' 30" to the weft ward of 
the true longitude. 

By eighteen lets of obfervations taken between the 2d and 18th of 
auguft on (here with the artificial horizon, Arnold’s No. 14 was found to 
be faft of mean time at Greenwich at noon on the 18th of 
augcift, - - - , - - 4 ’’ 38' 13" 30"' 

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 24 do 
Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich on ditto 10 13 33 00 
And gaining per day at the rate of, - - 49 37 

Kendall’s faft of mean time at Greenwich on ditto 9 8 30 00 

And gaining per day at the rate of, - - 26 1 1 

The mean variation by two compafles and eighteen lets 
of obfervations, differing from 24*9' to 27* i<?', was 25*30' 

The latitude of the place of obfervation by four meri* 
dional altitudes, taken on Ihore with the artificial horizon, 56 14 55 
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Passage to the southward along the western coast 
OF America; double cape Horn; touch at St. 
Helena ; arrive ik England.- 

CHAPTER I. 

Depart from port Conclufion — Arrived at Nootka — Tranfa6lions there-— > 
Vijit Maquinna at Tahfheis — AJironomical obfervations for correHtng the 
furvey between cape Douglas and cape Deeijion. 


The preparations that had been made for our departing immediately 
«n the return of the boats, proved of little importance, as the s. e. gale 
which commenced on the day of their arrival, continued with little varia- 
tion to blow very violently from the direflion in w’hich I purpofed to 
lleer, attended with very heavy rain, and thick foggy weather until friday 
evening, when the atmofphere became fomewhat clearer, and the wirid 
more moderate. Although it continued to be contrary to our purfuit, 
yet being completely tired of remaining in this inaflive folitary fituation, 
1 determined to put to«fea, and with the Chatham departed from port. 
Conclulion. Wc plied towards the ocean, but made little progrefs, as 
we were hill attended by'adverle winds and thick foggy weather. 

It was not until the morning of the 2.;th that we reached the open 
ocean, in accomplillhng of which, wc wore in imminent danger of lohng 
the velfels about twelve o’clock the preceding night, by being driven 0)t 
cape Ommaney. The faint variable winds, and tile great irregularity of 
the tides, fat us fo near to that promontory, and the rock that lies near it, 
that it required our atmoft efforts in towing to keep the vcflels oil from 
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*794* the land, and confequently from Ae inevitable deftruftion that muft have 
-f- _» followed. A very heavy weftern fwell at this time broke with great fury 
not half a mile from us ; and as no anchorage, or even bottom could be 
found, our fituation for fomc time was moft ferioufly alarming; from 
which however, we were moft providentially extricated, by a gentle 
breeze fpringing up from the n. w., w'hen in the moft perilous and criti- < 
cal ftate that can be imagined. ' 

This breeze by two in the morning, enabled us to gain a fufiicient dif- 
tance from the fhore, to allow the boats, which had been employed in 
towing the fhip from the rocks, to be taken on board. ' In the execution 
of this bufineft we had the misfortune of lofing Ifaac Wooden, one of 
the cutter’s crew, who unfortunately fell overboard ; and although a boat 
was inftantly lent to his afliftance, yet as he was no fwimmer, and as in 
falling he unluckily ftruck his head againft the boat’s gunwale, he funk 
fo immediately that no help could be afforded him. This poor fellow 
had affifted in moft of the boat excurlions, was highly regarded bj^his 
comrades, and much regretted by his officers ; in fhort, he was a good 
man, and an aflive failor ; and to commemorate his unexpefted and me- 
lancholy fate, I named the . rock which lies off cape Ommaney, Wood- 
en's Rock. 

At day-light we had a frefti gale from the N. w., and having now finally 
accomplifhed fo much of my commiffion, as appertained to the difcovery 
of any navigable water communication, from the north pacific into the 
ifiterior of the American continent, my attention became direfted to the 
adjuftment of thole differences thart had arifen in my negociation with 
Sen*- Quadra as to the ceflion of Nootka; under the idea that a fufficient 
time had now elapfed, lince the departure of Lieutenant Broughton, for 
the arrival of the neceffary inftruftions at that ‘place, by which I might 
be enabled to regulate my future conduft, with refpeft to the reftitution 
of thofe territories. 

In this expeftation our courfe was direfted fouth-eaftward towards 
Nootka, palling about 3 leagues to the weftward of the Hazy illands ; 
thefeform a group of fmall rocky illets a league in extent, lying s. 7 e., 
at the diftance of t 6 leagues from cape Ommaney ; s. 62 w. from cape 
3 Dccifion ; 
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Decifion, and 3 leagues weft from Coronation ifland, which is the near- 

eft land to them. At noon the fouthernmoft land in fight, being C° dc ' 

St. Bartolom, forming the north point of entrance into Puerto del Bay- 
lio Bucareli, and difeovered by Sen" Quadra in 1775, bore by compals 
s. 87 E. ; the neareft Ihore was a confpicuous promontory, which I 
diftinguiftted by the name of Cape Addington after the fpeakcr of 
the Houfe of Commons, n. 73 e.*, diftant 4 or 5 leagues ; Warren’s 
ifland in ithe entrance of Clarence’s ftrait, n. 9 e. ; mount Calder, n. 1 e. ; 
Coronation ifland, n. 13 w. to n. 30 w.; and cape Ommaney, n. 44 w. 

In this fituation the obferved latitude was 55" 29-^', and the longitude, 
agreeably to the pofition of feveral confpicuous ftations as fixed by for- 
mer obfervations, and now very accurately correfponding, was found to 
* be 225“ 58' ; but by the chronometers, allowing their rate and error as 
afCertained at port Conclufion, the longitude was by Kendall’s chrono- 
meter 226" 4', by Arnold’s No. 14, 226° 3' 45", and by No. 176, 226“ 15' 

30" ; hence it would appear, that fome alteration in their rate of going 
had taken place fince the laft obfervations w’ere made in port Conclufion, 
on the evening of the 18th; and particularly in No. 176, which it is ne- 
ceflary to remark, had for the purpofe of obferving with, been there taken 
on Ihore. 

In the afternoon we pafled C® del St. Bartolom, which, according to 
our obfervations, is fituated in latitude 55" 12-^, longitude 226® 34'. f rom 
this cape, in a diredlion s. 21 e. at the diftance of 14 miles, and 12 
miles from the neareft part of the contiguous Ihore, lies a very low ftat 
rocky iflet, furrounded by rocks and breakers, that extend fome diftance 
from it ; from tliefe cir(iumftances, and from its being fo far diftant from the 
main land, it is rendered one of the molt dangerous impediments to na- 
vigation that we had metf with on the exterior coaft; and hence it obtained 
the name of the Wolf Rock. S. 11 w. from this rock, at the diftance 
of 3 leagues, lies A fmall high ifland, named by Mr. Dixon, Forrefter’s 
Ifland ; between thefe we pafled, and fo far as we became acquainted 
with the channel, it appeared to be clear and free from interruption. 

After pafling Forrefter’s ifland, our courfe was directed towards the Monday 25. 
north- well point of Queen Charlotte’s iflands, with an intention of exa- 
mining their exterior coaft, for the*purpofe of correfting any error that 
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mjght have occurred in our former furvey but this we were unable to 
) acconiplilh, on account of the thick hazy or foggy weather which for the 
mod part obfeured the land from our view, and when vifible, it was feen 
but indidinftly. This weather was attended by calms, or light variable 
winds, fo adverfe to our purfuit, that it was not until the ill of feptember 
that w'e gained fight of the wefternmofi; of Scot’s illands. At noon this 
ifland bore by oompafs n. 8 e., and tour oblerved latitude being 50'’ 21', 
fhewed the longitude to be 230° 35'; but by the chronometers alldwing the 
rate as before ftated, Kendall’s chronometer gave 230“ 46' 45'' ; Arnold’s 
No. 14, 230° 45' 45"; and No. 176, 231° o' 15". Now, although we 
were not pofitively certain as to the identical part of the ifiand to which 
thefe calculations applied, (it being but juft vifible in the horizon) yet, 
concludmg the longitude as had been afeertained by its bearings, and the * 
obferved latitude of the ftiip to be moft correft ; the former opinion, that 
the chronometers had varied fince our laft obfervations by them in port 
Conclufion, was now very much ftrengthened, as we were thoroughly con- 
vinced that no error, either in making the prefent or any of the former 
obfervations, had taken place ; the moft particular care and attention 
having ever been obferved throughout the whole voyage on all fuch 
occafions. 

The wind at n.w. gradually increafed to a gentle gale, accompanied 
by clear and pleafant weather, which brought us by fix in the evening of 
the following day to an anchor in Friendly cove, Nootka found ; here 
found His Catholic Majefty’s armed velTels the PrinclfTa, Aranfafu, 
and the St. Carlos, belonging to the eftabliftnnent at St. Bias, with the 
Phceni.x bark, commanded by Mr. Hugh Moor, from Bengal; theftoop 
Prince le Boo, one of Mr. Brown’s fquadron, commanded by Mr. 
Gordon from China, who had been employed in'collctling furs during the 
fummer upon this ebaft, moftly to the northward of Nootka ; befide thefe 
Englifh traders, was the Wafhington, J. Kendrick, co’mmander,’ of Bofton 
in America ; who had been employed in the fame purfuit, but whofe 
veflel was now under repair. 

The Princlft’a commanded by Sen' Fidalgo had arrived from St. Bias 
only the day before, and had brought hither Brigadier General Don 
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Jofe Manuel Alava, colonel of the regiment of Puebla, and governor of 
Nootka. 1 ^ 

'I he appointment of this gentleman as governor of Nootka, had 
taken place in confequence of the death of our highly valuable and much 
eftecmed friend Seif- Quadra, who in the month of march had died 
at St. Bias, univerfally lamented. Having endeavoured, on a former oc- 
calion, to point out the degree of atlrniration and refpefl with which the 
condufl ^t)f Sen’’- Quadra towards our little community had impreffed 
us during his life; I cannot refrain, now that he is no more, from ren- 
dering that julllce to his memory to which it is fo amply intitled, by 
llating, that the unexpc£led melancholy event of his deceafe operated 
on the minds of us all, in a way more eafily to be imagined than de- 
feribed ; and whilft it excited our moft grateful acknowledgments, it 
produced the decpefl regret for the lofs of a charadler fo amiable, and 
fo truly ornamental to civil fociety. 

'flic Difeovery having in the courfe of the day greatly outfailed the 
Chatham, the latter did not arrive until after dark ; for this rcafon, our Ibr- 
mal vifit to the governor was deferred until the day following. Mr. Puget 
had come down the coaft from Woody point, much nearer to the fhore 
than we had done; and from him I learned, that between the entrance of 
the found, and the breakers -which are about 7 or 8 miles to the ■'.veftward 
of it, he had met with much fca-weed; growing about 2 miles from the 
fhore in very irregular depths of water, from 5 to 10 fathoms, rocky 
bottom, until within about 2 miles of Friendly cove, when the fca-weed 
difappeared, and the depth of watcr-greatly increafed. 

On wednefday morning we waited upon the governor, who hill re- \tvdner. 3. 
fided on board the Princilfa, where we were received by him and Sen'" 

Fidalgo with marks ofhhe moll polite and friendly attention. 1 was 
foon given to underfland by SetV Alava, that his appointment to this 
government had taken place as above dated for tlic particular purpofe of 
finifhing the pending negociation, refpefling the ceflion of thefe territo- 
ries ; which, in confequence of the different confhuOion put on the firfl 
article of the Spanifh convention, of the 28th of oflober ijgo, by the 
late Sen*^- Quadrar and myfelf, had, fince the month of feptember 
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A’‘ptcmber *79^’ been intirely fufpendcd. The prefent governor however was ftill 
unprovided with the credentials neceflary for finifhing this bufinefs ; but 
on his departure from St. Bias in June, thefe documents were hourly 
expefted, and a velfel was waiting there in readinefs to be difpatcbcd to 
this port, provided they arrived in time for her reaching Nootka on or 
before the 15 th of oftober; but in the event of her not being able to 
effeft a paffage by that time, (he was’to repair to Monterrey. In confe- 
quence of this arrangement Sen*^ Alava purpofed to remain here until 
that period fhould arrive; and as no communication from England, ei- 
ther of a public or private nature, had yet reached me,' I confidered it to 
be highly probable, that a duplicate of my inftruftions for the like pur- 
pofe might be tranfmitted by the fame conveyance. 

Under this imprelTion, and the confideration of many other circum- 
ftances relative to the fituation of both veffels, I thought it rnoft advife- 
able to determine on remaining till that period with Sen'"- Alava; indeed it 
was not very likely, from the various important duties we had now to 
execute, with the inadequate means we poffelfed for doing fo, that we 
fhould be enabled to proceed much before that time. Our ftore of cord- 
age was completely exhaulled, nor had we a fathom of rope but what 
was then in ufe; the whole of it was much worn, and had been fpliced 
in feveral places, and therefore it became necelTary to contrive fome 
means for procuring a fupply before we could venture to fea again. The 
quantity which our Spanilh friends, or the trading veffels in this port, 
were likely to afford us, w^as very inadequate to our neceffities, which 
obliged us to refort to the expedient* of converting fome of our cables 
into cordage. This w^ould neceffarily prove a techous bufinefs, efpccially 
as we had to conftruft a machine for that purpofe. The Chatham was 
not only in a fimilar predicament with refpeft 'to cordage, but fhe re- 
quired caulking, and immediate repair in fome of her plank, that was found 
to be rotten. Both veffels demanded many fpars to be cut and prepared ; 
the fails and cafles ftpod in need of great repair; and it had become effen- 
tially important, that the obfervatory fhould be erefted on fhore, for the 
purpofe of afeertaining more politively the rate and error of our chrono- 
meters, 
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meters, in order to correft our furvey from cape Douglas to cape 
Decifion ; for notwithftanding that I had little doubt in rny own mind 
of the mode that had been purfued, yet I was fenfible that correfpond- 
ing obfervations at this place would be very fatisfaftory. 

With thefe objefts in contemplation, our time was not likely to be 
unprofitably employed; and although I would gladly have poftponed 
the execution of thefe feveral talks, until our arrival in a more foutheriir 
clime, where we had reafon to believe the weather would be more favo- 
rable to our wilhes, and where the necelTary refrelhments of which we 
all flood fo much dn need, might have been procured in greater abun- 
dance ; yet it would have been highly indifereet, and extremely dange- 
rous, for the veflels to have put to fea again, until a fupply of cordage 
could be provided. In addition to this, other circumllances feemed to 
dt?mand, that I ftiould remain within the reach of any difpatches that 
might have been forwarded through New Spain; which could only be 
done by flaying here, or reforting to fome of the fouthern Spanifli 
iettlements, where wc fhould lofe the advantage of procuring the fpars 
and plank which were now required ; and as moll of our bufinefs mull 
have been ill executed on board the vclfels, I felt little encouragement, 
when I reflected on the treatment we had experienced the preceding year 
from the afting governor of California, to expeft being indulged wdth 
permillion for performing it on fhore, in any of the ports under his ju- 
rifdiftion. 

Thefe weighty confiderations induced me to refolve on continuing at 
Nooika until all our important operations were completed; and if in tTie 
mean time I fhould r,cceive any inflruflions for the government of my 
condufl, as to the reftitution of thefe territories, by the expefted Spanifli 
packet, or by any othe? conveyance, I fhould be upon the fpot to a6l 
with SeiV- Alava as the nature of my orders might require. 

I look an early opportunity of reprefenting to Sen' Alava our neccffi- 
tous condition, and requefled his permifTion to erc£l our obfervatory and 
tents on fhore. To this requefl he gave his mpfl hearty concurrence, 
and feemed very earneflly to regret, that the flate of their eflablifhment 
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precluded him from adminiflering to our v/ants in that cfFe6l;ual manner, 
to whicli he was prompted by his inclinations. 

Sen' Saavadra, who had remained in charge of Nootka fince our for- 
mer vifit, joined our party On board tlie PrincifTa, where the day paffed. 
in making inquiries about the civilized world*, and in deploring the* tur- 
bulent and unhappy ftatc of Europe. The melancholy circumllance.i 
^Itat had been detailed by Mr. Brown, were now confirmed by thele gen- 
tlemen to the dole of the year 1793; and we became miicli c/>ncerncd 
by the events that had happened, and alarmed at the fatal confequcnces 
which it was natural to fuppofe they mull produce. • 

The weather was gloomy with continual rain, but it did not prevent 
Maquinna and Clexopandoo, with fome other cliiefs, and a few of the na- 
tives, from vifiting the velfels. The two former received fnch compli- ' 
ments as were fuitable to their rank, with which they were higldy I'afis- 
fied ; and the latter difpofed of a fcanty fupply of fidi at a very exorbi- 
tant price. Filh had become of great value amongll tht?fe people, as 
cither from the badnels of the fcafon during the preceding fumtner, or 
from their negleft and inattention in providing their ufual fiqtply for the 
winter, they had experienced the greatefl, dilirefs for want oi' provifions 
during that period ; and ha<I' not Sen'^ Saavadra adininillered to their re- 
lief, many of them would probably have fallen a facrifice to the fcarcity. 
.Vnd although the provident care he had taken was inadetptate to all 
that was demanded of him, yet the alftllance he had been able to afford 
them, was, much to the credit of the natives, acknowledged by them 
with the mofl grateful exprclfions. 

The governor, Sei^' Fidalgo, Saavadra, and fyim^ others of the Spa- 
nifii ofTicers, honored us with a return of our vifit on thurfday morning; 
but in confi'quence of our reduced flock of powder, I was under the 
neceffity of declining the ufual ceremony of faluting, which was vet) 
politely excufed and difpenfed with by the whole party. 

'File weather cont inued very rainy and unpleafant until faturday morn- 
ing. when the clouds dijperfed with a breeze from the weflward, and the 
weather became clear and agreeable. I’hc tents, obfervatory, and in- 
flrumcnts, were now fent on fhore; the fails dried apd unbent, and our 
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various fervices were put in a train for execution, in which we were 
anillcd by fornc Spanifli caulkers and carpenters, who were employed on t 
hoard the Chatham; and on monday following having conlirufted a Monday 8. 
machine, w'e began making rope from the materials of a new bower 
cable. 

Wliilft the wind continued in the wefiern quarter, it regularly died away 
every evening: and through the night light airs prevailed from the land, 
which \/ere fucceeded by the refrefhing weftorly brcc/c from (he fea in 
the day time, accompanied by cheerful pleafant weather; which, wdth the 
advantage of the focicty we here met, made our time pafs as agreeably as 
could well be expefted in thefe rude and diflant regions. 

On w'ednefdav the wind again blew frefli from the s. e. and exhibited Wednef, 10. 
another of the very rare innanc.es of lightning and thunder in this coun- 
try, which with torrents of rain continued inoft of the night. 

The wind returned again to the weftward on thurfday evening, and Thuifdayu. 
brought with it fair and pleafant weather ; with which the Aranfafu failed 
for St. Bias, and through Sen^- Alava’s civility, I tranfmitted by this 
opportunity a letter to the Admiralty, Bating our having accomplifhed 
tlie furvey of North Weft America, and the expc6lation I was in of re-, 
cciving their final inftru6lions for the accomplidiment of the other objefls 
of my coinmiftion. 

Both wind and weather, as might reafonably be expefled on the ap- 
proach of the autumnal equinox, became now very changeable ; on 
the 13th the atmofphere was dark and gloomy, with drifting fliowevs; 
and the wind from the s.i:., \\Hhridli in the afternoon fuddenly fliiftcd to 
the N. E., blew in heaVy fqualls, accompanied by a very heavy fall ol 
rain. Notwithftanding^ that the wind came direflly from the land, yet 
towards midnight, when the gale feemed to be at its height, an extremely 
heavy fwell rolled in from the ocean, and broke with great fury on the 
Ihorcs of the found that were expofed to its influence; and even thofe of 
this little cove were by the furge greatly annoyed. 'I’liis kind of weather 
•continued until the 17th, and much retarded our feveral works, which WeeJner. 17. 
cotdd not yet be confidered as in any ftate of forwardnefs. The violence 
of tlic equinoxial gfdes from this time (eemetl to have abated, and a fcncs 
Vo L. III. Rr ‘d’ 
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» — — _» to make all the progrefs that the tedious nature oi their leveral labours 
would permit. 

Since our arrival we had occafionally been vlfited by Maquinna, Cleu)- 
paneloo, with fome of the inferior chiefs, and many of the inhabitants, 
who fold us a few fifli, and brought to market fome venlfon ; but mofl 
of thefe people had now retired to their winter habitations up the found. 
Tliefc Sen’^- Alava exprefled a defire to vifit, and as we all knew that fuch 
an excurfion would be highly flattering to Maquinna, and to the other 
chiefs and people, a party tvas formed with three of our boats, and a 
Spaniflt launch to carry the luggage. Notwithftanding that we were 
well perfuaded of the friendly difpofition of the natives, yet I confidcred 
it neceflary that the boats fhould be equipped for defence, as on all other 
fuch occafions. The fettled ftatc of the weather had now not only fa- 
vored and forwarded all our tranfaftions, but was extremedy inviting to 
the relaxation m'C had in view. 

Sen”- Alava and Fidalgo, with Mr. Menzies, accompanied me in the 
Difeovery’s yawl ; Mr. Puget, attended by fome of tlie officers of tlie 
.Chatham, was in the cutter; .Lieutenant Swaine, with fome of the gen- 
tkmen of tlie Difeoxery, were in our large cutter; and with thofc in the 
Spanifh launch, our party confifted of fifty-fix oflicers and men. No 
doubt was entertained that Maquinna, who had been informed of the 
honor intended him, would be in readinefs to receive us, and for this 
reafon our courfe was full directed towards Tahfheis, the place of his 
rcfidencc. But as we were not much v^ff: fled by the wind, it was near 
fun-fet before we arrived at a very pleafant fpot not far from Maquinna'. s 
village, where we pitched our. tents; and as the day was too far ad- 
vanced, our ceremonial vifit was deferred until the next day, and a mef 
fage to that effe^ was' fent by Clewpaneloo, who had attended us from the 
fhips. But Maquinna, who with his people was in readinefs to receive us, 
infhintlv difpatchcd a meffenger, requefting that we would repair to his 
rcfidencc that evening. ‘This however we thought proper to decline, but 
in order that Maquinna might be'fatisfied of our intentions to vifit him 
in the morniitg, fome of the gentlemen walked to the village, and ex- 
plained 
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plained to him, that it was the latencfs of the hour only that prevented _ ’79i- 
our then complying with his requeft. — j 

Matters being comfortably arranged for the night, centinels were 
planted, as well to avoid any furprize from the natives, as to prevent our 
own people from ftraying to their habitations, from whence difputes or 
. mifunderftandings might have arifen ; ftrifl; orders were iffued to this cf- 
feft, and being uniformly adhered to, the night pafled without the lead 
interruptoon. 

After breakfafl on friday morning, we proceeded with the four boats to ividay 26. 
Tahflicis, and wefe welcomed on our approach to tlie ftiore by a vocife- 
rous old man, exclaiming “ Wacojh^ wacojk by which he meant to exprefs 
friendfliip, and the good intentions of the natives towards us. Thcfe fen- 
’ timents being returned in a fimilar manner by our party, we landed, and 
were received by Maqmnna and two of his brothers, Whaclajfe pultz, 
and Tatoochfeatlicus, with repeated expreffions of “ Wacojh," until we 
avere almoil dunned with their gratulations. This ceremony being 
concluded, we were conduced through the village to Maquinna's habita- 
tion, where we were led to feats prepared and covered with clean mats 
at the upper end of the houfe. 

Having’ taken our feats, about thirty men began each to beat with a 
dick on a hollow board, in order to affemble the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage to that fpot ; this fummons being readily obeyed, Maquinna in- 
formed the alfembled crowd with great earnednefs, and in a fpeech 
of fonie length, that our vifit was to be confidered as a great honpr 
done to him, and that it ha j take n place in confequence of the civil 
and orderly behaviour^jf all the inhabitants of the found under his au- 
thority tow'ards the En^lidi and the Spaniards. This, he obferved, was 
not the cafe with Wicananijh, or any other chief whofe people commit- 
ted a6ls of violence and depredation on the velTels and their crew^s that 
vifited their countfy; but that fuch behaviour was not pra6lifed at 
Nootka, and that for this rcafon they had been more frequently vifited; 
by which means, their wealth in copper, cloth, and various other articles 
of great value to them, had been increafed far exceeding that of any 
of their neighbours* He particularly nientioned fome tribes, but by 

R r 2 appellations 



3o8 


A \’OYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


^ ‘ 794 - 
September. 



appellations tve were not acquainted with, over whom he feemed to 
confulcr our vifit to him as a great triumph; and from his manner ot 
fpcaking, there evidently appeared to exill no finall degree of jealoufy 
between them. He then proceeded to enumerate the various good qua- 
lities that marked die charadcr of the Spaniards and the Englilh ; that 
both were ftrongly attached to himfelf and his people, and that he hoped 
that we Ihould be much pleafed by being entertained according to their 
manner of receiving vifitors. . 

'I’hc performers I believe were all in readinefs without, and anxious 
to begin tlieir part ; for tlie inllant Maquinna had ccafed fpcaking, tlie 
hollow board nmfic recommenced, and a man entered the houfe moll 
fantallically drelTed in a war garment, which reached to the calves of his 
legs, but not below them ; this was varioufly ornamented, as was alfo his 
face witli black and red paint) fo that his features appeared to be mdfl: 
extravagantly diflortcd, or more properly fpcaking, they were fcarcely 
diftinguilhable; his hair was powdered, or rather intirely covered with 
the mod delicate white down of young fea fowl, and in his hand he bore 
a mulket v’ith a fixed bayonet, making altogether a molt favage, though 
at the fame time a whimfical figure ; tin's man was followed by about 
twenty more, decorated with confidcrablc variety after the fan’ie I’afiiion, 
but dilfcrently armed ; fome like himfelf with mufkets, others with pillols, 
fwords, daggers, fpears, bows, arrows, filh-gigs, and hatchets, feem- 
ingly with intent to difplay their wealth and power, by an exhibition of 
the fevcral implements they poirefled, as well for the ufc of war, as for 
obtaining the diflerent needfaries of 

'Ihis indefcribable group of figures was drawn up befine us; and 
notwithllanding tve w^ere perfe6lly fatisfied ol' the harmlcfs and peaceable 
intentions of thefc people, yet I believe there v/a.^ not one of our party 
intirely free from thofe fenfations which will naturally arife from the fight 
of fuch unufual obje& ; whofe favage aitd barbarous appearance, was not 
a little augmented by their a6lions and vociferous behaviour, accompa- 
nied by an exhibition, that confilletl principally of jumping in a very pe- 
culiar manner. In this effort the legs did not feem to partake much of 
the exertion, although they fometiines raifed thenifclv.C3 to a confidcrablc 
2 height ; 
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height ; and we underftood that thofc were confidcred to be the befl 
performers, who kept their feet conllantly parallel to each other, or in 
one certain poGtion, with the leaft polGblc inclination of the knees. After 
thefe had finithed their part, Maquinna performed a mafic dance byhimfelf, 
in which, with great addreCs, he frequently and almofl; imperceptibly 
changed his mafic; this feemed to be a very favorite amufernent of his, 
as he appeared to be in high fpint», and to take great delight in the 
performaace. The mafks he had made choice of, certainly did credit to 
his imagination in point of whimGcal effeft ; his drefs was different from 
that worn by any of the other performers, confifling of a cloak and a 
kind of fhort apron, covered with hollow fhells, and fmall pieces of cop- 
per fo })luced as to ftrike againft each other, and to produce a jmgling 
‘noifc; which, being accompanied by the mufic before deferibed as a fub- 
flitlite for a drum, and fome vocal exertions, produced a favage difeor- 
dant noifc as offcnfivc to the ear, as the former exhibition had been to 
the eye. But as the objedb of our vifit was a compliment to Maquinna, 
a previous determination to be pleafed infured our plaudits, which were 
bountifully beftowed, an<l received with great pleafure and fatisfaftion bv 
the furrounding fpeClators. 

A paufc 'now took [)iace in the entermimnents, which howxn’er was 
fbon filled up to the great gratification of our hofl and his fiiends. The 
prefents that had been provided for the occafion were now exhibited to 
public view, confifling of copper, blue cloth, blankets, ear fliells, and 
a variety of linall articles of lefs value ; thefe wxre fcvcrally diftributed 
I'.y Sen' Alava and myfelf to Jflan uhma and his relations, according to 
the rar.k and confcquence of each; in thefe tokens of our friendfliip we 
fuccccded fo well, that our liberal donations foon refounded through the 
village, and the glad tidiiigs were received wdth loud acclamations of ap- 
plaufo. On thefe fubfiding, we had a fecond vocal and inflrumental 
performance, whielrconcluded by a return from Maquinna for the pre- 
fents we had made. In this Maquinna did not pcrfonally appear; Wha- 
dajfe pultz, afting as mafter of the ceremonies. Gift addreffed Sen'- Alava 
in a fhort Ipcecli, refpefting the friendfhip that had fo long been cftablifted 
between the Sjianiards, and the tribes under the authority of Maquinna, 
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who, lie faid, was highly pleafed by the trouble he had taken in paying 
him this diftant vifit ; and that, as a proof of Maquinna'^ linccrity, he was 
then about to make fome return for the repeated inftances of friendfhip 
he had experienced, by placing a fea otter flein at the feet of Sen*^ Ajava. 
I then received a fimilar compliment, as did Sen^ Fidalgo and Mr. Puget, 
after which Sen'- Alava and myfelf we^e each prefented with a fccond 
fea otter (kin, ^Yhich concluded the ceremonies of this vifit. 

The day was not yet far advanced ; and being fair and pleufant, wc 
amufed ourfelves in ftrolling through the village; and found it, although 
extenfive, far frcmi being numeroufly inhabited. This was accounted 
for by Maqutnna, who ftated, that many families were ftill abfent, not 
having yet procured their ftock of provifions for the enfuing winter fca- 
fon ; at which time, if all their habitations are fully occupied, its popu- 
lation cannot be much Icfs than eight or nine hundred perfons. Maquin- 
na*s habitation was confiderably larger than any of the others, and had a 
very fuperior advantage over them all by being Icfs filthy ; it was at pre- 
fent not more than half occupied, nor was it intirely covered in, though 
it did not appear to have been recently erected ; but we remained ig- 
norant of the reafon why fo large a proportion of the roof remained un- 
finilhed. The conftruftion of the Nooika houfes, cTpccially with refpetl 
to their infide, has been fo fully treated by Captain Cook, as to preclude 
any material addition from my pen; yet it is fingularly remarkable, 
(although particularly reprefented in Mr. Webber’s drawing of the vil- 
lage in Friendly cove) that Captain Cook (hould not have taken any 
notice whatever in his journal, of the-irp^menfe pieces of timber w'hich 
are raifed, and horizontally placed on w'ooden 'pillars, about eighteen 
inches above the roof of the largeft houfes in that village ; one of w’hich 
pieces of timber was of fize fufficient to have made a lower mail for a 
third rate man of war. Thefe, together with the large images, were at 
that time fuppofed to denote the habitation of the chief, or principal per- 
fon of the tribe; and the opinion then formed, has been repeatedly 
confirmed by obfervations made during this voyage. One or more 
houfes in many of the deferted villages, as well as in moft of the inha- 
bited ones we had vifited, were thus diflinguifhedt On the houfe of 

Ma'juinna 
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Maquinna were three of thefe immenfe fpars ; the middle piece was the 
largcfl, and meafurcd at the but-end nearly five feet in diameter; this ^ 
extended tlie whole length of the habitation, which was about an hun- 
dred feet long. It was placed on pillars of wood ; that which fupported 
it within the upper end of the houfc was about fifteen feet in circumfe- 
• rence, and on it was carved one of their diftorted reprefen tations of a 
gigantic human figure. We remainet^ totally unacquainted with the inten- 
tion of, ou*the purpofe that was to be anfwercd by, thefe fingular roof trees ; 
but it is natural to^fuppofe that they mufl be directed to fome important 
objeff, as the railing of fuch immenfe maffes of timber twelve or four- 
teen feet from the ground, and placing them firmly on tiie pillars by 
which they arc fupported, muff, to a people fo totally devoid of mecha- 
nical powers, be a inafl tedious and laborious operation. 

Our curiofity being fatisfied, and our pockets completely emptied by 
the unremitting folicitations of the inhabitants of Tahfheis, of the flock 
of trinkets with which we had been provided, we proceeded to the upper 
end of the arm, w’hich afforded me an opportunity of explaining to 
Sen'- Alava the manner, in which the numerous caoals and branches in 
th.e continent he had feen delineated on our charts, terminated ; as this 
ended in the fame way, by a low border of land in the front of a valley, 
through which foinc ImalWtrcams of water were difeharged; but the 
adjacent f bores were infinitely lefs high than we had been accufloraed to 
oblerve ; where having flrolled a little about in the fkirts of the woods, 
we returned to our encampment. Here we found Maquinna with feve-* 
lal of our Tahfheian friends, vdlf J" W ere very folicitous tliat we fliould re- 
turn and partake in the'evening of an entertainmeui fiinilar to that we 
had received in the mornivg; but as we had appointed to be at home on 
funday morning, and had promifed a vifit to our friend Ckxojxineloo at 
his principal rchdcncc called Mooetche^, which was at a confiderable 
diflance from Tahfliei*, it was not in our power to comply with the civil 
folicitations of Maquinna and his fraternity. 

We were honored at dinner with the company of Maquinna, moft. of 
his family, and many of the other chiefs; who, with the moft uncrpiivocal 
affurances of their fricfidfhip, a*d with expreffions of tlic great plcafure 
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v'cptcitiHci** _ 

t — ^ > departed. 

As Mooetchee is fituated near the upper part of the next branch to 
the eaftward of Tahfheis canal, our route was direfted back by the 
way we had cothe ; and having reached in the evening the dividing point 
of thefe two arms of the fea, which is lituated about n. 6 e., fix or * 
feven miles from Friendly cove, we* pitched our tents for the night, in 
order to have the day before us for vifiting Clewpandoo, v/hofe habita- 
tion was about feven or eight mil«s from us ; towards which place, after 

Saturday 27. brcakfaft on faturday morning, we proceeded ; and as our vifit was not 
intended to be a very long one, the Spanilh launch was left in a plea- 
lant fituation, in order to pitch the encampment, and provide a dinner 
againft our return ; by which means our journey to the fliip the next 
day would be materially fhortened. Our progrefs was not very rapid, 
as both wind, and the ftream which I believe in general runs down, 

. were adverfe to our purfuit, which was through a region fo wild and 
inhofpitable in its appearance, as occafioned Sen' Alava frequently to 
exprefs his aftonifliment, that it could ever have been an objetl of con- 
• tention between our refpeftive fovereigns. The fhorcs either conllituted 
impenetrable forefts, produced from the filTures of a rugged rocky 
country, or were formed by ftupendous bafren precipices, riling per- 
pendicularly from the water to an immenfc height; fo tliat, excepting 
the ice and catarafis to which we had been accuftomed in many other in- 
llances. Sen'- Alava was enabled from this (hort excurfion to form 
a very complete idea of the general TtTSVn^ler of thole countries to the 
northward of this Ration, which had fo long* occupied our time and 
labour. v 

It was nearly three in the afternoon before we reached the village of 
Mooetchee, wliicli confilled ol^ a few houfes huddled totrether in a cove, 
with as little regularity in the difpofal of them as Vas apparent in the 
concluft of its inhabitants ; who crowded about us, and produced us much 
inconvenience, althotigh with the moll inoffenfive and peaceable defign. 
Our friend Clewpaneloo, though their chief, feemed not to pollcfs fuf- 
ficient influence to rcllrain this behaviour, even within his own habi- 
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tation, to which we were condu61ed by a very narrow pafTage be- Se*t^^^bct 
tween the houfes ; the filth of which, and the combination of fo ' — ~y — 
many offenfive exhalations, rendered it highly neceflary to our feel- 
ings, that as much difpatch as pofhble fliould be ufed in tlie diflribu- 
tion of our prefents, which, when effefled, would leave us perfc6lly 
at liberty to depart, without giving the leafl offence to our hoft or 
to any of his friends. On this oecafion, ceremonies fimilar to thofe 
praftifed at Tahfheis were here obferved ; but the want of order and 
decorum, independently of the differ^ice in point of numbers between 
I'ahflieis and Mooetchec, evinced the fuperiority of Maquinna'a autho- 
rity, when compared with that of the neighbouring chiefs ; amongft 
whom CLewpaneloo was reputed to be one of die lirft in wealth and 
power ; and I certainly noticed as many of their large fquare boxes, in 
which they generally keep their valuables, in his habitation, as I had 
done in almofl all the other houfes collcftively taken, but what they 
contained we did not intirely learn ; yet, if credit were to be given to 
our landlord, they were all well appropriated, being, according to his 
account, filled with the flcins of the fea otter, bear, deer, martin, and 
other animals of the country, or with copper, iron, cloth, and other 
European commodities. 

Our part being performed, and our flore of prefents exhaufled, we re- 
turned to our boats, accompanied by ClewpancLoo, who made us in return 
prefents fimilar to thofe we had received from Maquinna ; to which he 
added one infinitely more valuable than all the reft. This was a very 
fine buck, juft killed; whid^iieing dcpofited in our boat, we took 
leave of Mooetchee, amid flTrcitera ted acclamations of “ Wacojh, Waco/ft," 
with repeated intreatics oj* the moft friendly nature to prolong our ftay ; 
but as the day was now far advanced, no time was lofl in making the 
beft of our way towards tlie ftation where the Spanilh launch had been 
left ; this we reached in the evening, and found every thing comfortably 
prepared for our reception. 

As.we bent our way homewards the next morning, we flopped at an 
anchoring place called by the natives Mowenna, in great repute with 
the traders on this coaft, and particularly fo with the Americans. It is 
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fituaicd on the werteru fide of the found, between four and five miles to 
the northward of Friendly cove, over which it polfeffes (though further 
from tile lea) fev'cral advantages in point of fecurity and accommodation. 
'I'he land in its neighbourhood continues to be low to a greater diftance 
than about Friendly cove, and feems to be compofed of lefs rocky mate- 
rials, The extent of this harbour is but fmall, but being well prote6led 
againft all winds, and its diflancc from the ocean preventing its being 
much affefted by the fwell, feveral velfels might ride here fn perfefcl; 
fafety; and as it has a fair navigabj^ channel out of it in a foutherly di- 
reftion, velfels can fail out of this harbour whenever the land wind 
prevails to pulh them clear of the found, with infinitely more eafe than 
from Friendly cove ; out of which, they are firft obliged to warp a con- 
fiderable dillance, and to anchor not only in an inconvenient depth of 
water, but on an uneven rocky bottom; in addition to which in the event 
of the wind fuddenly fetting in ftrongfrom the fea, their fituation becomes 
by no means pleafant. The departure from Friendly cove, although not 
difficult in the fuinmcr Ibafon, yet (as I have been given to undcrlland) is 
fubjetl; in the winter to great, and indeed dangerous, inconvenience, from 
the heavy lea which rolls . in ftormy weather into the found ; efpecially 
during the s, e. gales, againll which, from its vicinity to the ocean, it is 
not fulficiently protefted. As a military ellablilhment however, it is 
greatly to be preferred to Mowenna, as nothing can pafs or rcpals into 
the found unobferved at Friendly cove. 

r About noon we arrived on board. Nothing of any moment had oc- 
curred during our abfence ; the weather,r-«diich had been favorable to our 
excurfion, had been fo hkewife to the levcraf cnsployments of re-e(|uip- 
ment, though we had yet much remaining to perform. 

On monday afternoon arrived a very linall Ihip called the Jenny, 
belonging to Briltol ; the fame vcfl'el that had vilited Nootka in oftober, 
1792, then rigged as a three-mailed fchooner, and' commanded by Mr. 
Baker, who had proceeded in her to England, with the cargo of furs he 
had then collected. 8he was now coiruTianded by a Mr. John Adajnfon, 
who had returned with her from England, and had in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding fummer in the neighbourhood of Queen Charlotte’s iflands, col- 

leFtcd 
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le 6 led upwards of two thoufand fca otter (kins, with which he was bound „ ^794* 

1 • r 1 r Scplcinbcr. 

to the Chinclc market, and from Canton was to be employed as packet ^ 
in the fervice of die Eafl India company. He brought us the agreeable 
intelligence of having met Mr. Brown in the Jackal on the coall, in the 
latitude of 54 ", for whole fafety we had entertained fome apprehenlion ; 
for when we left Mr. Brown in port Althorp, it was his intention to pro- 
ceed to the fouthward through the inland navigation, and as the inhabi- 
tants of.thofe fliores had a 6 led a very fufpicious part towards Mr. 

Whidbey, we were fearful left Mr. Brown’s fmall force might not have 
been equal to his prote 6 lion. 

The Icrenity of the weather continued to favor our operations with 
little interruption. The wind blew for a few hours on tuefday afternoon Tuefdayso. 
from the s. e. attended with rain; but the n. \a'. wind again prevailed, oaober, 
and the weather became fair and pleafant the next morning. vve^fTTr 

On the day following I was honored with the company of the Cover- Thurfday a. 
nor, Sen'^' Fidalgo, Saavadra, and moft of the Spanifh officers to dine on 
board the Difeovery. The very exhaufted ftate of my ftores, and flock 
of articles neceflary on fuch occafions, had precluded my receiving this 
pleafure fti frequently as I could have wifhed. 

I was very agreeably furprized by receiving a rneffage from the go\ er- 
nor on faturday afternoon, purporting that the expefted Spanilh packet Saturday j. 
from St. Bias was in the offing ; thefe however were but fhort lived hopes, 
for we no fooner had recourfe to our glafles, than we became of opinion 
that the veffcl in queftion was the Jackal. But as the wind at this tintc 
blew ftrong from the s. e. a]>cnded with dark, rainy, hazy weather, and 
as flic could not reach Ih/port before dark, fhc flood to fea again: du- 
ring the night tlic s.r./gale increafed with incefl'ant rain, and a very 
heavy fwell rolled imo the found ; the next day the weather was more Sundn j. 
moderate, and in the evening the Jackal arrived. It was now that I re- 
ceived the information of Mr. Brown’s having palfed through the fiiallow 
palfagc mentioned in Mr. Whidbey’s kill furvey in the boats, which a|>-' 
pertaining immediately to the region then under conftderation, I thought 
it moll properly introduced in the narrative of that expedition. Since our 
feparation with the Jackal, Mr. Brown had collefled upwards of a thou- 

S s 2 fand 
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fand prime fea otter fkins, and fcvcral of inferior quality. Moft of thefc 
had been procured from thofe people, whofe conduft had put on fuch a 
fufpicious appearance in the opinion of Mr. Whidbey and his party, in 
his way from Crofs found : they had behaved very properly to- Mrl 
Brown, whofe readinefs to enter into a traffic with them might proba- 
bly operate in gaining their good opinion, for it had been evident, on 
many occafions; that our difinclination to a commercial intercourfc had 
excited the difpleafure of feveral tribes we had met with ; this, opinion 
was confirmed, by their ufual formalities on firft vifiting the velTels, which 
generally concluded with a defire to open a ncgociation for the difpofal 
of their merchandize. 

As the month of oftober advanced, we knew perfc 5 lly well, both 
from our former and prefent experience, that the fummer feafon of this 
country was faft drawing to a conclufion, and as moll of our material 
bufinefs with the ffiore was now nearly finiftied, I took the advantage 
of monday, being a fair day, to receive on board the obfervatory in- 
ftruments and tents. Our fuel and water was yet, however, to complete, 
which would unavoidably detain us three or four days longer, fo that 
waiting the flipulatcd time,- after which the Spanilh packet \vas not to 
be expefted, could now be of little moment, ’when compared to the im- 
portance her arrival might poffibly be of, in expediting our return to 
England. This, however, did not happen, nor did any circumftance 
worthy of notice take place during this anxious interval. At midnight 
on the 16th we put to fea, in company with the Chatham. 'I he Prin- 
ciffa. Captain Fidalgo, with Governor on board, was to follow 

us the next day. Monterrey was appointed \s* the next rendezvous, 
where thefe officers entertained little doubt of bur meeting a reception, 
and every refpeft Aiitable to our fituation and wiffies. In this opinion 
I was induced to concur, from a converfation that had lately pafled 
between Sen' Alava and myfelf, when I became acquainted that the rc- 
■prclentation I had made to Sen'- Quadra of the treatment we had received 
on our former vifit to New Albion, had in confequence of his deceafe been 
tranfmitted to the viceroy at Mexico, whofe very humane and liberal in- 
tentions 
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tentions towards us, had, no doubt, been materially mifunderftood by 
Sen'- Arrillago. 

Having bad farewell to Nootka, and made fuch remarks on our ordi- 
nary tranl’a6lions there as appeared to me deferving attention, I fliall now 
proceed to ftaie the refult of our labours at the obfervatory, and fhew 
from what authority I deduced the longitude of the various flations 
in our late furvey, which in many inllances differs materially from the 
longitude’ alTigned to them by Captain Cook. I have already ftated my 
reafons for fnbfcribing to our own calculations in preference to thofe 
made by Captain Cook; and muft again repeat, that I have prefumed 
fo to do, under the conviction of our having had the means of being 
accurate, more fully in our power than fell to the lot of that renowned 
and illuflrious navigator. 

On feptember 6, in Nootka found the chronometers (hew the follow- 
ing longitudes; viz. Arnold’s No. 14, 232® 32' 50"; Arnold’s No. 176, 
232® 49' 5"; and Kendall’s, 232® 32' 50". The true longitude being 
233® 31' 30", it appeared that Arnold’s No. 14, and Kendalls, were each 
of them i®o' 40", and Arnold’s No. 176, 44' 25'' to the weftward of the 
true longitude. 

On the 6th of ofto’oer at noon, Arnold’s No. 176 was found by the 
mean of twenty-nine days equal altitudes, to be faft of mean time at 
Greenwich, to*' 4 c/ 45" 56"' 

And to be gaining on moan time per day at the rate of, 41 57 

Arnold's No. 14, fail of mean time on the fame day, 4 57 10 36 
And gaining on mean tirnenp-r day at the rate of, 23 4 

Kendall’s, fafl of mba/Ttimdlkm ditto, - 9 30 32 56 

And gaining on mean tijfcie per day, - - 28 30 

By obfervations taken on fhore with the artificial horizon, between 
the 6th of feptember and 11th of oClober, 1794, the chronometers were 
found to be gaining on mean time, viz. Arnold’s No. 176, 41 57 ’ 
nold’s No. 14, 23" 6"'; and Kendall’s, 28" 29'" per day; by which it ap- 
peared, that when opportunities did not offer oT obtaining equal alti- 
tiules for afeertaining the rates of the chronometers, common altitudes 
if taken with care, \:ould anftcer the fame purpofe ; this is c.xctnplified by 
r, the 


1794. 
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oa bo. above obfervationsj as the difference of the rate between two of the 

' v' — ’ chronometers was only one fourth, and that of the other, viz. Arnold’s 

No. 176, rather more than half a fccond, which is accounted for by the 
very unequal rate in general of that chronometer. 

The latitude, longitude, variation, and inclination of the magnetic 
needle, were found to be the fame as on our fir ft vifit to this place in 
the year 1792. * 


CHAPTER 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


.319 


CHAPTER IL 

Depart from Nootka found — Violent form — Arrive at Monterrey — Receive 
on boaid the Deferters from the Chatham and Dcedalus'-^Excurfion into 
the country — Examine a very remarkable mountain — AJironomical and 
nautical obfervaiions. 


LIGHT breeze from the land favored our progrels out of Nootka 
found, and by day-light on ffiday we were about 3 leagues from the land, Friday 17. 
when the wind fuddenly died away, and was I'ucceeded by a calm with 
thick hazy weather continuing the whole of the day, and giving the vef- 
fels an appearance of being llationary; the depth of water continued to 
he tlie {iinfe from noon until midnight, 75 fathoms, muddy bottom. At 
this time the haze was fuccceded by a very thick fog, w'ithout tlie lead 
air of wind; and although by the depth increafing we imagined that we 
were proceeding from the coad, vet our motion was fo How, that by fix 
in the evening of fiturday, we were dill in foundings at the deptit of 100 
fathoms, muddy bottom, and by the lead when on the grouiu!. the velfcl 
h emed to lie as if at anchu^lv 'I’his oblcuritv in the atmolphere ha<I pre- 
vented our (eemg the (lhatham fmee the preceding evening, but the 
ferenity of the weather, and the apparent dationarv lituation of ilu' 
Difeovery, made me conclude that fhe could not be dir od. Our 
powder being much (whaulled, the fog fignal had not been made: but 
in order to afeertain the faff, a gun w'as now fired, and to our great 
adonifhment it was not anfwercd, 'I’he fog and calm flill continued, and 
the depth of water gradually increafed, at eight o'clock we had 105 fa- 
thorns, with fandy bottom. The fog now difperl'ed, and tlie calm was 

fuccceded 
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Monday 20. 


Friday 2^ 


Sundav 


fuccccded by a light breeze from the E. N. E. ; another gun was now fired, 

' and a falfc fire burnt as a fignal to our confort, but neither was anfwercd. 
After repeating thefe fignals in the fame manner at three o’clock on fun- 
day morning to no effefi, we made all fail, fleering to the s. s. e.. At 
day-light the high land over Nootka and Clayoquot, was flill in fight, 
bearing by compafs from n. 6 w. to k. k. e. ; our difiance from the coaft 
was to or 12 leagues, 'rhe foundings we had gained at midnight at the 
deptli of 133 fathoms, proved to be at the diflancc of about leagues 
from point Breakers, and fomething more from the general line of tbe 
coaft to the eaftward of that point, 'rhis I confidered'to be tbe edge of 
a bank of foundings that appeared to lie along the coaft, which com- 
menced a-breaft of cape Lookout, and terminated a little to the north- 
ward of Nootka. Near the entrance of De Fuca’s firaits it feeincd to 
ftretch further into the ocean, as at the diftance of 8 leagues from thofe 
fhorcs wchad only 58 fathoms water, with muddy bottom. 

In looking round for the Chatham a vefl'el was difeovered a-fiern, for 
which we immediately fhortened fail, but foon finding it to be the Spanifii 
fliip Princiffa, we again direfted our courfe as before with all fail fpread 
, to a pleafant eafterly breeze and fair weather ; with this favorable weather 
we were not long indulged, for in the evening the wind veered to the s. s.e., 
and by monday in the afternoon, increafed to fo ftrong a gale as to oblige 
us to clofe-reef our topfails. The wind fixed in the fouth-eaftern quarter, 
and became variable, with fometimes clear, and at others cloudy weather: 
this gale did not reduce us below our topfails, although we plied not only 
againft it, but againft a very heavy fouth-w;j^crly fwell to fo little pur- 
pofe, that by noon on friday we had by our r^coning (for we were un- 
able to gain any obfervation) only reached the latitude of 12', longi- 
tude 232” 1 2'. In the evening the wind veered to the s. s. w., with which 
we made a tolerably good progrefs to the fouth-caftward until funday 
morning, when it became light and variable, with alternate calms, and a 
very heavy fwell from the w. s. w. 

This uncomfortable Weather was fucceeded by a frefii breeze from the 
N. E., which as ufual veered to the s. e. on monday morning, and in the 
afternoon increafed to a gale fo violent, as to make* it ncceflary that we 

fiiould 



ROUND THE WORLD. 


321 


(hould ftrike the topgallant-mafts, and bring to, under the ftorm ftayfails ; 
this gale was attended with an extremely heavy rain until midnight, 
when the ftorm fuddenly moderated, and the wind veering to the s. w. 
we ftood to the s. e. under our courfes and clofe-reefed topfails. 

The obferved latitude on tuefday was 44® 14', longitude by account Xucfday ?8. 
233“ 27'; in the afternoon all our canvas was again fpread, but by wed- weduef. ?9. 
nefday morning the wind had again refumed its fouth-caftern diietlion. 
with hard Iqualls and heavy rain, which again reduced us to tlie fo’'cfail 
and ftorm ftayfails. 

Since our departure from Nootka we had conftantly been ineoninioded 
by a very heavy w'cfterly and fouth-weft fwell, which at this time was 
greatly increafed, notvdihftanding the fea, railed by the violence of the 
' wind Iroin the fouth-eaft: thefe together caulcd a very conlufed agita 
tiOn of the ocean, and although the fhip was made as fnug as poflible l>’,’ 
the topgallant-mafts being ftruck, and by every thing, that convenient !\ 
could be taken from aloft, yet ftie«was extremely uticomfortable, and 
(hipped great quantities of water. About noon the gale moderated, and 
on the wind returning to the s.w., we again made fail to the fouth-eaft- 
ward. 'I'hc afternoon was tolerably fair; vaft flocks of wild geefe and 
ducks wert obferved, flying to the fouthward, which indicated that in a 
more northern climate the winter had fet in with much feverity. 

The wind, although variable between s. e. and s.w. was moderate, ' 
with frequent calms, and the weather, comparatively fpeaking with that 
Vv'e had fo recently experienced, might be conlidercd as tolerably fair, No vcttjVxt. 
notwithflanding which, we made little progrefs until monday morning, 

M-hen the wind feemed, fix'ecl in the north-well quarter, with very plea- 
fant weather. To this favorable gale we fpread all our fails, fleering for 
cape Mendocino; the fauthern promontory of which, at noon, bore by 
compafs s. 51 e., and with the coaft to the north of it, in fight to the 
N. E., was about q Or 10 leagues diftant. The obferved latitude 40® 42', 
longitude according to our former calculations of the fituation of cape 
Mendocino, 235° 30', the variation 1 4° cafl wardly. 

At this time the longitude by the chronometers agreeably to the Nootka 
Vo L. III. Tt rate,. 
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*794- rate, was by Kendall’s, 23^®27'j Arnold’s No. 14, 235*22'; and No, 

November. ' 

' — r-— ’ 176. 235*55. 

As we drew in vdth the Ihores of the northern part of the cape, having 
fince noon fteered s. e. by compafs about 3 leagues, we fuddeniy came 
into difcoloured water, with a very irregular fea; but foundings could 
not be gained with the hand line, nor at the rate we were then going, 
could bottom have been reached at a greater depth tlian from 7 to 10 
fathoms. 

As I intended before we proceeded to Monterrey to vilit the bay of 
Sir Francis Drake, and from thence in our boats to acquire a better 
knowledge than we had hitherto gained of port Bodega, our courfe after 
pafling this promontory was direfted along the coafl to the fouth-call for 
that purpofe. 

In the evening about fun-fet a very Angular appearance was obferved 
over the interior mountains, immediately behind the high land of this 
lofty projefling promontory. An limmenfe body of very denfe clouds 
enveloped the fummits of thofe mountains, rifing in a confufed agitated 
date like volumes of fleam from a boiling cauldron of great magnitude; 
thefe expanded to the northward, and obfeured all that part of the ho- 
rizon, whilfl to the (buthward, it was perfetlly clear and unclouded. 
From our own experience, as well as frcmi the information we had de- 
• rived from the Spaniards, we had long been led to confider cape Men- 
docino as fituated on the divifionary line between the moderate and 
boiflerous climates of this coaft. For this reafon, however unfcicntific it 

fi 

may appear, we could not avoid entertaining an idea, that from the im- 
menfe accumulation of exhalations, which tn^^upendous mountains in 
this immediate neighbourhood arreft, arofc thofe ^dolent fouth-eafl florms, 
with which, further to the northward, we fo frequently contended, and by 
which, the coaft of New Albion to the fouthward of this ftation, is certainly 
but feldom, and never in fo violent a degree affeded. I’liis cxtrac^rdi- 
nary appearance inclined us to believe that fome turbulent weather was not 
far remote, but from what quarter we could not guefs, as the fteady favo- 
rable north-weft gale, and the appearance of clear and fettled weather, in 
.the diredion we were fleering, did not give us reafon to apprehend any 
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inconvenience from the wind fhifting to the fouth-eaftward ; and its 
blowing from the oppofite point had always been conlidcred as the har- 
binger of moderate and pleafant weather. This general rule was on Tucfday 4. 
tuefday morning partly confirmed, and partly contradiftcd, as the va- 
pours we had obfervcd coIIe6ling on the preceding evening, were now 
found to have been deflined to difcharge their fury from a quarter we 
had leafl: expefted. During the night we had made fuch progrefs 
along the coaft, that by four in the morning it became neceflary to haul 
to the wind, in order that we might not overflioot our intended port 
before day-light. ’ At this time the wind at n.n.w., attended with a 
moft tremejidoLis fea from the fame quarter, had inc’*eafed to fuch a 
degree of violence, as allowed us to haul off the fhore under our forefail 
and florin flayfails only; but the forefail, though a very good one, not 
being able to refifl the violence of the florm, was about fun-rife blown wednef. 5, 
nearl}' to pieces ; this was immediately replaced with the befl we had, 
the topgallant-mafls were flruck, and the Chip made as fnug as pofliible ; 
but unable to feud with fafety before the ftorm, we lay to, with the 
Chip’s head to the weflward, under the ftorm ftayfails, it being impoffible 
to fhow more canvas, and of courfe too hazardous to fteer for that part , 
of the coaft I wifhed to make, or to attempt running under our bare poles 
into a port, of which, we had fo little knowledge as that of the bay of Sir 
Francis Drake; to keep the fea, was therefore our only prudent alterna- 
tive. 

During this ftorm I felt a high degree of fatisfa6lion, that we had not 
made a more fpcedy paffage from Nootka to Monterrey, as from the 
direflion in which it had blown, I conlidered, that had we been arrived 
in that port, we fhouk/ have been expofed to the whole of its fury, 
and the violence of the fea that had attended it. As Monterrey was 
now lying s. 50 e. of us, I could not fuppofe from the diftance of that 
port, that the gale’ had not reached fo far, for excepting the ftorms we 
experienced at and off New Zealand, this was certainly the moft violent 
of any we had met with during this voyage; thefhip however was by no 
means fo uncomfortable ag we had found her on many other occalions. 

The waves although extremely high, were long and regular, the fky was 

T t 2 hard 
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N * clear, and intirely free from clouds. About the horizon and a few 

^ t .mmj degrees above it, was feen a bright glaring haze ; and as this at intervals 
became more perceptible, the violence of the wind was conftantly ob- 
lervcd to be inCreafed. 

In tliis fituation we remained until the ftorm moderated, though it Hill 
blew extremely hard : we now wore and Hood for the land under the 
forefail and florm ftayfails, in the hope, that by the time we fliould arrive 
near the fliore, now at the diftance of 45 leagues, the violence of fhe Itorm 
Avould in a great meafure have abated. It was not ho\vever before ten 
at night that it had fufhciently moderated to allow of our fetting the clofe- 
reeled topfails ; at midnight wc had the topgallant-fails fet for about an 
hour, but tlic wind foon again increafed, and feeing the land at no great 
Thiirfcjv 6. diftance about two o’clock in the morning of the 6th, wc hauled off 
fliore, and plied under an cafy fail to wait the return of day, when find- 
ing ourlelves about 3 or 4 leagues from point Anno Nuevo, point Pinos 
in fight bearing bv compafs s. e. ^ f,., and having a moderate breeze 
with fine pleafant weather, we fleered for Monterrey, where about two 
in the afternoon wc anchored, and moored nearly in our former fituation. 

Here we found the Chatham, fhe having arrived in the evening of the 
2d. Bv Mr. Puget I was informed, that whilll wc were becalmed and 
flationary ofFNootka, the Chatham on the evening of the 17th of o6io- 
hcr w;is favorcfl with a light breeze from the eafhvard, which gradually 
mereafed ; with this Mr, Puget fleered to the fouth-eafl, concluding wc 
were doing the fame, and he was not undeceived until noon of the 18th, 
when the fog with them had fufficicntly difperfed, to fhew that the Dif- 
covery was not within their vifible horizon, Mfc. Puget was equally at a 
lo(s with ourfelves, to account for the feparation that had then taken 
place; but as he confidered that wc had preceded the Chatham, and fhe 
having at that time 'a pleafant breeze from the caftward, he thought it 
moft advifcable to make the befl of his way to the Touthward, and on 
the 19th in the morning whilft we continued to be within fight of Nootka, 
the Chatham had increarfed her diflancc near 40 leagues from the fhore, 
d'his circumflancc, inconfequence of the fucceeding winds, afforded the 
Chatham a fuperior advantage in getting to the fouvhward, and which 

in 
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in all probability was confiderably augmented, by the Chatham having 
flood further from the coafh to the fouth-wcftward, than we had done ^ 
during the prevalence of the fouth-eafterly winds. On reference to the 
journals it appeared Mr. Puget had been eiiabled fo to do; by the wind 
having been much further to the fouthward with the Chatham than with 
the Difeovery; by which means on the wind’s fhifting to the s. vv. as is 
moft frequently the cafe after the ftJuth-cafterly gales, our confort made 
much better flants along the coafl to the fouthward, than we were able 
to do, becaufe we were fo much nearer to it. The Chatham iiad to con- 
tend with nearly tHe like boillerous w'cather we had experienceri until (lie 
had paffed cape Mendocino on the 30th of the preceding month; when, 
at the dillance of qo leagues from the cape the weather was picafant, with 
w’ellcrly and north-well winds. The greatefl diflancc f!ie had on this 
patfage been from the coall, was Hated by Mr. Puget at 93 leagues liom 
cape Difappointment, and from thence, fouthward to cape Mendocino 
from 60 to 70 leagues; the greatefl diflancc w’e had been from the coafl 
did not exceed 78 leagues off Deflruflion ifland, but to the fouthward of 
cape Lookout we were not more than from 1 6 to qo leagues from the land. 

The north-well florin we had fo lately contended with, and to v.hich 
I had confidercd this anchorage as dangeroufly expofed, Mr. Puget in- 
formed me had been here felt, at the fame time ; but that the gale had been 
principally from the weflward ; and although it certainly blew flrong, yet 
it neither })rcvehted the ufual communication w’ith the fliorc, nor would 
have caufed any apprehenfion for the fecurity of velTcls riding in the baw, 
if tolerably well provided with anchors and cables. Indeed the ( hathain 
rode it out, with cables 'that had been long in ufe, and were in the lafl 
flage of being ferviceable? This was by no means an unpk'afant fa6l to 
afeertain, as it tended to prove, that although tlie weather may be ex- 
tremely boiflerous otit at fca, and in the of ling, yet this bay may be aj)- 
proached with the greatefl facility, and will afford extremely good fiiclicr 
againfl thofe winds, to which, ajtparently, it is moft expofed. 

Our profeffional inquiries being mutually fatisfted, I had the plea fit re 
to underlland from Mr. Puget, that he had met the moft cordial recep- 
tion from our formeY friend .Scn'^ Arguello, the lieutenant of the Prefi- 

dlOy 
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N then, as on our firft vifit to this place, in the abfence of the 

^ governor of the province, officiated in tliat capacity. From this gen- 
tleman we were likely to meet very different treatment to tliat which we 
had received from Sen’’- Arrillago, whofe reftri6live arrangements on our 
laft vifit to Monterrey, had obliged us to feck that hofpitality and pro- 
teftion from the untutored inhabitants of the Sandwich iflands, which we 
defpairedof obtaining in any of the, ports under his jurifdi£lion. Sen'- 
Arrillago having been ordered to fome inferior ellabliffiment!, had re- 
figned his authority at this place, and had departed about two months 
previoufly to our arrival, and a lieutenant in the Spaniffi army, Don 
Diego de Borica, had been appointed fome time fince, to the govern- 
ment of this province, and was now daily expefted at Monterrey. 

As foon as the Ihip was fecured, an officer was fent to the Prefidio with' 
the ufual ceremonious compliments, and with an apology for our hot 
having faluted. On landing I was received by Sen' Arguello, to whofe 
kind and benevolent offices we had before been greatly indebted, with 
marks of the greateft friendffiip and refpeft. He expreffed the fatisfac- 
tion he fhould receive by having it now in his power to fupply us 
with the various neceffary refreffiments the country afforded ; and being 
without the leaft reftraint, he ffiould endeavour to adminillcr to our 
araufement and recreation. Whatever means he poffeffed that w-ere like- 
ly in any way to contribute to the happinefs or comfort of the prefent 
time, or to our future welfare, he was now impowered, by the orders 
ijiat had been tranfmitted to this government from the viceroy of New 
Spain, feduloudy to afford, and prompted by the intereft he felt in 
our accommodation, he fhould with great pleasure carry thofe orders 
into cffe6l. \ 

The people who, on our firft vifit to this Prefidio, had deferted from 
the Daedalus and Chatham, we found here, with dire6lions for their be- 
ing delivered up to me ; but as the governor of the province was fb foon 
expected, I deferred taking any fteps in this bufinefs until he fhould ar- 
rive ; nor did I ereft our tents or obfervatory on ffiore for the fame rea- 
fon, as I confidered it would be more refpeftful to fubmit thefe mat- 
ters to the approbation of Governor Borica himfelf than to Sen' Ar- 

gucilo. 
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guello, from whom I only folicited permifllon to recruit our wood and 
water, and to obtain fome necefl'ary refrefhments. 

On Friday morning I received from Sen'- Arguello the only letter that Friday 7. 
had arrived at this place For me ; this letter was from the Conde Revilfa 
Gigedo, the late viceroy of Ne-w Spain, in reply to one I had written 
to his excellency on the 2 2d of may, 1793. In the moft polite and 
friendly terms the count informed me of Mr. Broughton’s fafe arrival at 
Madrid, jfnd exprefled th6 higheft approbation of the condufl of Sen'- 
Fidalgo, whofe fervices I had reprefented to him we had been greatly 
indebted to, on heaving the Chatham down at Nooika. Thofe very 
obliging offers he had before made, in wifhing to contribute to our health 
and welfare, by whatever means of afliflance this country could beflow, were 
In this letter repeated. It was dated on the aoth of oflober, 1 793, about 
the* time when we firfl; felt the influence of Sen' Arrillago’s difinclina- 
lion towards our little fquadron. It was addreffed to me at Monterrey, 
with direftions there to remain for my reception, until it fhould be un- 
derflood I had taken niy leave of thefe regions, and in the event of my 
fo doing, without repairing to this place again, the letter was then 
to be tranfmitted to me in England. From thefe circumflances it would 
appear, iha’t the correfpondence I had been thus honored with, was not 
intirely of that complimentary nature that Sen' Arrillago had thought 
proper to confider it t and that the viceroy did expert that I fhould make, 
at Ua^, a fccond vijit to Monterrey, was evidently proved by the defer- 
ters having been lent hither, inflead of being forwarded to Nootka, as 
he had formerly intended to do, but which determination, Sen'- Arguello 
informed me, he had boen induced to alter, under the perfuafion of this 
being the moll likely placi of our meeting with them. 

Not having received official intelligence at this port from England, 
and there being here no difpatches waiting the arrival of Sen'- Alava, 
through which channel I might poffibly have obtained fome fort of in- 
formation, by which my future proceedings might, in fome degree, have 
been regulated, I could not help feeling very great difappointment, anxi- 
ety, and concerrr. I was not, however, totally dcfliiute of hope, that 
fome letters might have arrived at St. Diego. To afeertain this fall 

notwitlv- 



BOtwithftanding that it was from hence to St. Diego more than four hun- 
dred Englilh miles. Sen'- Arguello very obligingly ordered an extraordi- 
nary courier to be ready the next day, whofe return from St. Diego 
might be expefted in ten or twelve days, and before the expiratjon of 
that time, I had no idea of quitting this ftation. Under the circumftances 
of the mortifying difappointment I now felt, I was unable to form any . 
plan for our future operations, exce,pting that which I had before medi- 
tated, of remaining here a fufiicient time to recruit the health and 
llrength of our little community. For, notwithftanding that wc were not 
materially affe£led with indifpofition, yet the healtli'of moll of us de- 
manded care and attention. The fatiguing fervice in which we had now 
been fo long employed,, and the very few frelli meals we had been ena- 
bled to obtain fince the middle of the preceding month of march, mull.' 
be fufficient to convince the judgment, without the appearance of a6lUal 
difeafe, that three weeks or a month would be well dedicated in availing 
ourfelves of the refrelliments and recreation, in which we had now fo fa- 
vorable an opportunity to indulge. 

Frelh beef, which was extremely good, was daily and unlimitedly, 
ferved to the crew of each velfel ; but vegetables were a fcarce commo- 
dity, owing to the drynefs of the feafon, which gave the couhtry an ap- 
pearance of being parched up ; and the few articles which had been pro- 
duced on the I'mall portion of land allotted here to the purpofe of gar- 
den ground were nearly exhaulled. We, however, were not apprehen- 
five of wanting fufficient variety to cover our tables, as in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the bay there were an immenfe number of wild 
geefc, ducks, plovers, curlews, and otlicr wild fowl; to which, by little 
excurfions into the country, our fportfmcn ad(\ed an abundance of very 
line quails and fome hares, which afforded us excellent repalls in ad- 
dition to their amufement. It was fomething fingular that none of thefe 
fpecies of wuld fowl, had been found in any degree fo numerous on eitlier 
of our former vifits to Monterrey. 

The weather was fair anti pleafant, with a moderate breeze from the 
fea, which in the evening brought in the Princill’a. We had conlider- 
ed this vefl'el to have been to the northward of cajic Mendocino, whillL 
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we coateaded witk die n<Hrth-weft Aorm tp the fouth pf and an idea 
had arUen, frQsa the appliance of the ev^ing that preceded the gale, 
that the Princififa muA, in that Atuatien, have.eKpcriencedjinuch 
ing weather from the fottth>eaAward; but on inquiry this .was nqt jcpud 
to be altogether the cafe ; (he was# howevs^,^ to the. north of the prpmon- 
. tory in queftion at that time, and Jter Uke. our.^, M been 

greatly retarded by contrary jwindav hut on tl^ tA of november, ip the 
latitude of 45^ 30', (he having g^eiaUy, kept about 30. leagues from the 
coaft ; thefe adverfe winds were fucceedAi by. a pleafant gale frqm the 
north-weft, which continued during the remainder of the paflage. . 

This fafl, thou^ not provmg cape Mendocino to .be fo fmgularly 
fituated as we had fuppofed it to be, with refpo^ to moderate or boif- 
' terous weather, yet ferves to (hew that it lias an influence on the winds 
tl/at prevail during the winter feafon, as die fouth-eafterly ftorms. are 
fcarcely ever known to the foudiward of cape. Mendocino; where, whilft 
the north-weft gale reduced us to our dorm .ftayfafts for twenty-four 
hours, the PrincifTa to the north of it, felt nothing of its fury; but, on 
the contrary, had only a moderate umthoweft-gale, to .which the whole 
of her canvas was fpread. 

We had the pleafure to meet our friends in the Princifl^ very well,* 
though much difappointed, like purfelves, in not receiving any official 
communications from Mexico; but as die courier was in readinefs, to de- 
part the next morning, Seiy- Alava embraced this opportunity to make 
the necelTary inquiries at St. Diego. , 

In the night the wind blew ftrong from the northward ; and on the rV 
turn of day it confiderubly increaled from the northrWefL Notwidiftand^ 
ing the velfdls rode without the Icaft inconvenience or apparent danger, 
yet, as our cables h«^ been a long tupe on board, and had epdured great 
trials, the topgallant mafts were go| down, the yards and tpp<rmafts ftruck, 
and the vefiek made perfe^y fnug ; by niPOn, hpwever, t^ wind modera- 
ted, and we had a return of fair and pleafant weather ; ah hwids were 
now employed indifferent fery ices, amongft which, recruiting our (lock 
of fuel and wat^ was no inconfidemhle labour; np difficulty was ex, 
perienced in iM^oc^ring the former, but the drynefs of the feafon had 
VoL. III. U u ' rendered 
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rendered the latter very (cairce. The wells that we had dug, on our firft 
vifit to Monterrey, though not perfe6Hy dry» afforded too fmall a quantity 
to anfwer our demar^, and we had ho means of obtaining a fufficiency 
of water nearer than up a valley about half a mile to the eaftward of the 
Prefidioj and fhll that diftance from' kite fea-fide, where a fluggifh 
ftreath doled through thfe bed of a water-ddurfej compofed of a loofe 
fandy foil ; and here, by finfking federal cafks," temporary wells were 
formed* which" afforded only a fc^ty fup ply, though the water was ex- 
tremely good. This mode of procuring k wasVery tedious, and the dif- 
tance which ' the* caflks, \i^hen“ filled, had HO be rolled,- through a loofe 

fattdy golly, to the boits, was very great; ^awd ^proved to be a very labo- 


rious tafk, yet the water was infinitely preferable to any that could 
have been collefl:ed' from the ftagnated brackifh pools, in the vicinity of 
the Prefidioi: - /f . • v. , , . 

’ Oh funday part bf the fliip’s company were indulged with a run on 
Monday lo. fhOfeV Sftd iHc day following we were bufily employed in facilitating, as 
much as pOffible; the ’pr^aiiihg of oUr Water, by the beft arrangement 
in our power, ndhvithllandihg which we could not prevent its being a 
very laborious bull nefs. . ’ 

Tucfciayii.- Xhe weither ' contihiicd to be remarkably pleafant, and on tuefday 
evening Sen'^ Don Diego Bofic^i arrived at the Prefidio, where, the next 
morning, accom partied by Mr. Puget and moft of the officers of both 
veffds, I waited uptrti him, to congratulate him on his fafe arrival, and 
to acquaint him with my reafons for viliting the countries under his 
jurifditlion; thefe attentions, I had the pleafure to find were pcrfeftly 
fatisfa£lory> and were received in a- manner that »was highly compatible 
with the refpeftive ilations that each of us had the honor to fill. 

The indulgence -I ' had fblicited,' and which had bpen granted by Sen'' 
Arguello, \rtas now' very politely extended by the governor, with further 
permiffiorf^o ereft oiir tents- and obfervatofy oft fhoie, under the direc- 
tion of our officers, and proteftion of our own guard, to which he very 
obligingly added the aflufartce of doing every thing in his power that 
could in any way contribute to make our ftay as pleafant and agree- 
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able as their limited fociety and the lonelinefs of the country would 
afford. 

After this intro<iu 0 ory difcourfe, we underftopd from Sen'- Borica, 
that, accompanied by his wife and daught.er, ttypung lady about eleven 
years of age, and a fuitable number of. attendants, he had come from 
Mexico to this place on horlcback ; . as np . o|;her ,,mode of conveyance 
Was to be procured. They were provided with a fmall camp equipage, 
which \^s occafionally .pitched, eitl^er as a mreat front the heat of the 
fun, orTor refl. during the night. Upwards of eight months had bceit 
employed in performing Miis jdd.rney, through a country very tljinly in- 
habited, and which afforded hut little cpntfortable accommodation for 
travellers. , . , . s ■■ 

In the evening an exprefs arrived from Mejcico,; which brought dif- 
patches from the viceroy of New Spain to the governor, together with the 
longexpefted inftruflions to Sen'- .AIava, r^fpe^ling the^ceffion of Nootlta 
to the crown of Great Britain, but nothing addreffc 4 to me accompanietl 
thefe credentials.; and, from.a con.verfatioii, w,iff':Se.n' B,oric:a, I was not 
flattered with the leall probability oJE rece.iy,h3^ ,,any,.,inte.lligence from 
St. Diego, bccaufc it was not likely, had any dirpit^Cl^^ for me arrived • 
there, that he (hould have remained ignorant of the circumffancc/, and 
as the deftination of Sen' Ala va was’ well known to Uie officers com- 
manding the fouthern polls of this proylnce, letters for either of us, 
would moll likely, immediately on their arrival, hnve .bfcn tranfmitted 
hither. . . 

The erabarraffment I had been long undcf ^ yas npw very materially 
increafed, and I was greatly at ^i, lofs .as, to .what meafures were bell 
to be puifued. From this dilemma, howj^ver, I was very unexpeftedly 
relieved the next day, by Sen' Ala va very .obligingly confiding to me, wednef. »2 
that part of his inllruHious which llamd, tha,t, no .further altercation 
would take place .with ceff^H to thq prpci(e raenping ,o^ tlie ,firff article 
of the convention of the uotk of oHober, 1790, a.s the dpeu meats tranf- 
mittedby the late Sen'- Quadra pnd myfelf, had enabled pur refpeClive 
courts to adjull that matter in an amicable \\;ay, and nearly on the term.s 
which I had fo re^)eatedly offered to Sen' Quadra in feptember 1792. In 

U u 2 addition 
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addition to Xv'hlcli the SpaniQiminifler’s letter let ^orth* that this buHnefs 
was not to be carried into execution by me, as a freOi commilFion had 
been ilTued for this purpofe by the Cowt of fjondop.* The fame was 
announced 19 ^^overnor Borica by the new viceroy of Mexico, the Mar- 
quis de Br^cifone, with inftru6lions to fcceave the perfon afling under 
this commiffion into their Prefidio’s. >, 

Hawing maturely cpnfidered the feverid. parte of this intelligence, I 
Concluded that from the length of our voyage, and tl^ various accidents 
to which the (ervice in which we were employed would necelTarily ren- 
der us liable. Government did not expe& we fhould remain longer in 
thefe feas, than. the furvey of the American coall might require ; and in 
truth we were riot now in a fit condition to protra6l our ftay in thel'e 


regions. 

The very e^haufied ftate of our (lores and provifions not only de- 
manded. fuch fupplies as were not eafily within our reach, but as 
the Difeovery had , been frequently aground, it was highly probable 
that her bottom might (land in need of fome very material repair, of 
which we had remained, intirefy ignorant, not having been fo fortunate 
as to mefet with a proper fiuiauon for the purpofe of her undergoing this 
heceflary examination. ^ 

One of the great objefls of our voyage, the furvey of. the coaft of 
North Weft America, being now accomplilhed, and relying on the au- 
theniticity of the intelligence I had derived from Sen*^ Alava, I did not 
long hefitate, hut determined on making the beft of my way towards 
England, by the way of cape Horn, agreeably to my inftru6lions ; and 
as I had no intention of vifiting any part of the y\]rn^rican coaft to the 
northward of the 44th degreeof fouth latitude, I purpofed that our courfc 
from hence (hould be direfted towards that latitude without (lopping, un- 
Icfs we fhould. be fo fortunate as to fall in with the Gallapagos ifland.s, 
whole undefined fituation 1 much wilhed correflly to- afeertain; and of 
courfe it would nece(&rily be fome time before we reached our next reding 
place. On this account it became highly expedient that we (hould fail 
from hence with as great a quantity of water as we might be enabled to 
procure, for the reception of which the coopers were.dire6led to repair, 

and 
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and jHit into order every caflc on board capable of holding water ; in many 
cafes this was attended with great trouble, from the length of time they 
had been in ufe, and the hard fervice that many of them had endured. 

Although the very great diftance, and the badnefs of the road we had 
to pals in getting the water down to the fea-fide, made the obtaining of 
this indifpeufable article a very tedious and fatiguing bufinefs, yet as we 
were in the mean time benefiting from the air, the exercile of the fliore, 
and the racellent refrelhments of the country, I could not confide:* our 
detention here as a lofs of time, becaufe I was aflured that it would be 
attended with the ineflimable advantage of fccuring to us all, that date of 
health which the remainder of our voyage we had yet tc perform home- 
wards, would necelfarily require. 

Some doubts having arifen in my mind, as to the fafe arrival in Eng- 
laftd of the copies (which I had forwarded thither) of our furvey of the 
American coaft to the northward, from Fitzhugh’s found to cape Deci- 
fion, and fouthward from this port to the 30th degree of north latitude 
I deemed it expedient that a duplicate of the former papers, together 
with a copy of our furvey during the preceding fummer, as alfo that of 
the Sandwich illands, (hould from hence be tranfmitted to tlie Admiralty ; 
that in the'event of any inifchance having befallen the others, or any 
unfortunate accident happening hereafter to us, our labours might not 
be intiroly loll to our country. The like information, in conformity to 
my original promife to ray much-lamented friend the late Sen'- Quadra, 
had been folicited by Sert'- Alavi^ for the ufe and information of the 
Spanifh court, and with which of courfe I complied. The prepa- 
ration of thefe documents would neeeflarily occupy fome time, but I had 
little doubt of their being finillicd by the time we fiiould in other re- 
fpe 61 s be ready to dopaj^. 

The deferters from the Chatham and Daedalus had', at my requeft, been 
delivered up to me,' at leaft fuch of them as were the fubjefts of Great 
Britain. An account of expences, amounting to three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars and an half was exhibiteti againfl; them ; but as I did 
not confider myfelf authorized to difeharge this debt, (though of its 
having been incurred by the deferters, I could entertain no doubt) cf 

which 
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%fhich I acquainted Governor Borica, by tettw, ‘qn funday^ morning, and 
a(t the fame time added, that-l (hould re^fem the bufi«efs fully to the 
Board of Adniiralty, and that 1 had no doubt that the ftri^left juftice 
would' .be .'done. With this the: governor; feejned to be complete- 
ly Jatisbe^ -aiid in h^ letter to ti|>s after exprefling the greateft 

a^pprobatioo, he; in 'virtue' of ihiO harmony and good underftanding 
Continued to cxift between us, ibliehed- bay good offices in behalf of 
the deferters before mentioned. ’ 


The wekfo^, -fince the :8th, had been delightfully pleafant; in the 
day-time the virihd blenV a jgende gale from the Tea, and during the night 
a. calih^ ojr igOntlO breeedi prevailed from the land, fo that the precaution 
' we had taken of ftriking our yards and topmafls, fince the moment of our 
living, fo done,- Ct^l^ to ,be neceflary. This agreeable weather caulcd 
the water in the hay l;o be fo very tranquil, that landing was cafily effetl- 
hd dii ainy^ df its Ihbres, and rendered our intercourfe with the country 
oxtremely pleafant. 


'.':,The tfame caule operated to invite the excurfioris of feveral parties into 
the'., cbiuftry on foot and op iftorfeback. Thefe were rendered further 
.ngreeable and pleafant, by thO friendly and attentive behaviour of our 
'3panifo. friends'; df which I was fcldom able' to avail myferf, not only 
irom. tHe various 'in|Ktters of bufinefs in which I was deeply engaged; 
xbdtifip^n.the vety^dhb^itated ftate of my health, under which I had fe- 
dUHnglid^^^ preceding months ; I was, liowever, 

\v’cdncf. to J6ih in a parljl to the valley through which the 

^ ' river flows, and was there gratified with the fight of the mofl 

dxiracpkftpary mountain I had ever beheld. On-one fide it prefented the 
\pppe^n^ edifice fallen into decay; the columns which 

liemkedas; if had been faifed with much labf^ur and induflry, were of 
giffekt i^agni^d^ an elegant form, and to be compofed 

of the famecream-edloured ftone, of which I have before made mention. 
Between thefe magnificent columns were deep excavations, refembling 
different paflages into*tlte interior parts of the fuppofed building, whole 
roOf being* the fummit of the mountain appeared to be wholly fup- 
pofted by thefe columns riling perpendicularly with the mofl minute 
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mathematical exa^nefs; The whole had a moll beautiful appearance of „ *794- 

^ , November. 

human ingenuity and labour ; . but fince it is not pofTible, from the rude ' — ^ — i 
and very humble race of beings that are found to be the native inPiahi- 
tants of this country, to fuppofe they could have been capable of railing 
fuch a ftrufturei its being the produftion of nature, cannot be quef- 
tioned, andt it ; may not be prepofterous to infer, that it has been from 
fimilar phsendmena that man has received that architeftural knowledge, 
by which* he has been, enabled to raife thofe mafijiifabricks, which have 
flood for age^ in all civilized countries. 

In thi& excurlion 1; had an opportunity of feeing what before I had 
been frequently given to underftand that the foil improved in richnefs 
and fertility, as we advanced from, the ocean into the interior country. 

The fituation we had -now reached was aii' extenfive valley between 
tWo ranges of lofty mountains, whofe more elevated parts ^ore a ftcrll 
and dreary afpeft, whilft the fides and the intervening bofom feemed to be 
compofed of a luxuriant foil. On the former fome pine trees were pro- 
duced of dilTerent forts, though of no great fize, and the latter generally 
fpeaking was a natural, pafture, but the long continuance of the dry 
weather had robbed it of its verdure, and had rendered it hot very in- . 
^erefting to* the eye; yet the healthy growth of the oak, both of the 
Englilh and holly-leaved kind, the maple, poplar, willow, and ftone 
pine, dillributed over its furface as.well in clumps as in fingle trees, with 
a number of dilferent fhrubs, plainly fhewed the fuperior excellence of 
the foil and fubftratura in thefe fituations, to that which was found bor^ 
dering on the fea fliore. • 

Tlie fame uninterrupted ferenity of tire weather continued, and on 
friday evening the courier from St. Diego returned, but it brought no 
kind of intelligence whatever; and the 24th being the day fixed for the 
return of the exprefs to Mexico, I embraced that opportunity for tranL 
mitting to the Admiralty a brief account .of our tranlaftions during the 
preceding fummer, and a copy of our furyeys made in that and the for- 
mer year, which had been prepared for that purpofe. Thefe documents, 
agreeably to the advice of the governor, ajrf. our other Spaoifh friends, I 

took 
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November liberty of addreffing to the marquis of Branciforte, viceroy of 

V.— J New Spain, and requefted that he would do me the favor of forwardin 
tliem to England by the moft early and fafe conveyance. 

All expcftation of Mr. Broughton’s return and of his refuming the com- 
mand of the Chatham being now at an end, I appointed Lieutenant Puget 
to that office, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Swaine I removed to be the firft and 
fecond lieutenants of the Difcovery; 'Mr. Thomas Manby 1 appointed to 
the vacant lieUtenanffty, and Mr. H. Humphreys, to be the mafter of 
the Chatham in his room. 

Our builnefs with the (hore now began to draw nigh to a conclufion ; 
the yards, topmaPs, and topgallant-mafts were got up, and the rigging 
put into condition for fea fervice, but a fufficient ftock of water was how- 
ever not yet obtained ; whilft this was completing, I difpatched Lieutenant 
ihurf< 3 *y 27 . Swaine on thurfday morning with three boats over to the miffion of S“ 
Cruz, in order to procure a fupply of garden ftuff, as the continuation 
of the dry weather, here, had made every fpecies of efculent vegetables 
Saturday 27. extremely fcarce. Mr. Swaine returned on Saturday evening, having 
been tolerably fuccefsfuh fo that with our live ftock and the other refrefh- 
ments that Monterrey had afforded, we were likely to take our leave of 
it, with as good a ftore for the prefervation of health, and to be as well 
provided for the long and diftant paffage we had to perform, as from 
. any port in the known world. The two following days were employed 
in receiving on board the tents, obfervatory, inftruments, and all other 
tnatters from the ftiore, and in getting the (hip in readinefs to proceed. 

The variety erf* obje£ls that had occupied my time whilft at Monterrey, 
had, as at Nooika, precluded my attending to 'little more of our aftro- 
nomical builnefs, than that of afeertaining the rate and error of the chro- 
nometers, according to the meridian of thefe places as fixed by our for- 
mer obfervations : yet I had conlidered thefe to be of fufficient authority 
to anfwer all the purpoles of cprre6ling our furvey of the coaft in the 
refpeftive vicinity of thofe ftaiions. By comparative obfervations made 
by Mr. Whidbey with Mr. Ramfden’s circular inftrument, and thofe 
made with the artificial horizon by myfelf, I was in hopes of adducing 

further 
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further reafons in fupport of the means I had adopted for fixing of the 
longitude, and for corre6ling our general furvey of this coaft during the 
preceding fummer, between Trinity iflands and cape Decifion; and I 
had the fatisfa^lion to find the fame correfponding accuracy at Monter* 
rey as had appeared at Nootka. 

On the 1 3th of november in the bay of Monterrey the chronometers 
(hewed the following longitudes: 

Arnold’s No. 14, - - - . ' 238® o' 50" 

Ditto, ‘176, . - - - 238 33 5 

Kendall’s, - - - _ . 237 3^ 13 

The true longitude being 238® 25' 45", Arnold’s No. 14 
appeared to be 24' 55", Kendall’s, 26' 30" to the weft- 
<vard, and Arnold’s No. 1 76, 7' 20" to the eaflward of the 
true longitude. And by altitudes taken on (hore with the 
artificial horizon on the 28th of november, Arnold’s No. 

14 was found to be fad of mean time at Greenwich, at 
noon on that day, - - - - 5'* 1 9^ 23" o'" 

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of - 24 1 

Arnold’s No, 176 was fafl; of mean time at Green- 

wicli, *- - - - - 11 28 21 30 

And gaining on mean lime per day at the rate of - - 30 23 

Kendall’s fafl of mean time at Greenwich, - - “ 9 5^ 23 

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of - 30 33 

By equal altitudes taken on (bore with the circular in- . 
firument. between the i;jth and 2gth of november, the 
following are the rates ^at which the chronometers were 
found to be gaining per day; (viz.) 

Arnold’s No. 14, - - • - - 23 33 


» 794 - 

November, 


Ditto 176, - - - - “ 30 19 

Kendall’s, - - - - - 3° 52 

The very inconfiderable difference between the rates thus found, and 
thofe afeertained by the artificial horizon, mull be j-eceived as a proof of 
Vo L, III. Xx the 
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» 794 * the correftnefs of that method, which fliould be Weforted to, whenever 

November. , , . , , « * 

t 1 better authority cannot be had. 

. The above true longitude, latitude, variation, and inclination of the 
marine dipping needle, were found to correfpond with our obfervations 
made on our former vifit to this place indecember, 1792. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

lAa:ot Monterrey — Some account of the three Marias ijiands — Proceed to 
the fouthward — AJtronomicaL and nautical ohjervdtions. 


■J. HE method that had been purfued to preferve as great a regularity as DecJm^i. 
was poffible in the rate of the chronometers, had fo far fucccedcd with No. ’ 

14, that its rate as afeertained at Npotka and at Monterrey, differed only 
54'" ; this made me very anxious to fall in with fome place whofc longi- 
tude had been fettled by profeffed aftrononiers, by which means tlie accu- 
racy of our calculations would be confirmed, or the error they might have 
been liable to, would by fuch comparifon become apparent; leaving it at 
. the diferetioft of geogra})hers, or of thofe who might hereafter follow us, to 
adopt or reje6l fuch correflion as their own judgment might dire6l. For 
this purpol’e, no ftation appeared to me to be fo eligible as cape St. Lucas, 
at the fouth extremity of the peninfula of California, (on a moderate 
computation not more than eight or ten days fail from Monterrey,) as at 
St. Jofeph’s, in the immediate neighbourhood of that promontory, the 
tranfit of Venus had bcei] obferved, and other aflronomical obfervations 
had been made by profeffors in that fciencc, whence its pofitive fituation 
had been correflly determined. But as our obfervations during the pre- 
ceding autumn for fixing the longitude of the coafl; of New Albion, fouth- 
ward from hence to the 30th degree of north latitude, had been all re- 
duced to port St. Diego as a central ftation, and the rate of the chrono- 
meters for correfting that furvey had been there afeprtained ; I deemed it 
expedient to fleer firfl for the ifland of Guadaloupe, for the purpofe of ex- 
amining whether the jliuation we had before affigned to tliat ifland from 
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Decl^tr. 


Tuefday 2. 


Itiurfday 4. 


Monday 8. 


the refult of ihofe obfervations, would agree with the longitude in which 
we had now placed Monterrey. 

With a frefli breeze from the n. e. attended with fair and pleafant 
weather, on tuefday the 2d of december we quitted Monterrey, and bad 
adieu to governor Alava, and the reft of our Spanifh friends, froni whofe 
great kindnefs and hofpitality we had not only derived much relaxation , 
and happinefs, but by. their atteruuou to our future wants, we had every 
profpett of a continuation of that health, which now feemed to be efta- 
blilhed, by the refreftiments we had there procured. 

From Monterrey bay our courfe was direfled to the s. e., but in the 
evening the gale died away, and after about twelve hours calm, it was 
fuccccded by light variable adverfe winds, , which continued until near 
noon on thurfday, when it fixed in the weftern quarter, blowing a plca- 
fant gentle breeze. The obferved latitude was 35“ 29', longitude 238” 
16'. The coaft of New Albion was ftill in light, bearing by compafs 
from N. E..to N. w. by N. This was tlie laft we faw of it ; the wind be- 
tween w. N. w. and n. n. w .. gradually increafed to a pleafant gale, which 
by the evening of the 8th brought us in fight of the ifland of Guadaloupe ; 
this we pafled in the night, and from the obfervations made on the pre- 
ceding and following day, which exaftly agreed with the flups run by 
the log, I had the fatisfaftion of finding its fituation exaftly to correfpond 
with that which we had before afligned to it; hence it is fair to prefurae, 
that the whole of this coaft which has fallen under our examination, has 
been laid down relatively correflly, however our longitude may be found 
to vary from other navigators or obfervers. 

Having afeertained this fa6l, and being unwiljing to lofe any opportu- 
nity by which the advancement of geography might in the flighteft de- 
gree be furthered, I fleered over to the coaft of California, for the pur- 
pofe of fixing in -our way towards cape St. Lucas, the pofition of fome of 
the moft projefting points between that promontory, and the part where 
we had quitted its fhores the foregoing autumn ; but in fo doing I had no 
intention of approaching fufficiently near to attempt a minute delinea- 
tion of the coaft. 


At 
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At day-light in the morning of the 9th we had fight of the idand of 
Cerros, liearing by compafs from e.n.e. to n.e. about 10 leagues dif- ' — — j. 
tant. This illand is reprefented in the Spanifh charts to be about 1 o ^ 
leagues long, and to be lying before an extenfive bay, on the fhores of the 
peninfula. The fouth-weftern point of this bay is a very projcfting pro- 
montory named Morro Hermofb : weft from thence is laid down a fmaller 
ifland called Natividad. To thefe as»the day advanced we drew fomewhat 
nearer, ^t the land was ftill too far off to admit of our forming any cor- 
reft judgment as to the produftions of the country, or the fliape of its 
Ihores. Thofe of the ifland of Cerros wore' an uneven broken appear- 
ance, though on a nearer view they feemed to be all connected. The 
fouthern part, which is the higheft, is occupied by the bafe of a very rc- 
■ markable and lofty peaked mountain, that defcends in a very peculiar 
rtfgged mannepj^ and by projefting into the fea, forms the fouth-weft end 
of the ifland into a low craggy rocky point ; this as we palfed at the dil- 
tance of^ or 6 leagues, feemed, like the other part of the ifland, to be 
deftitute of trees, and nearly fo of all other vegetable produftions. Nativi- 
dad appeared to be more moderately elevated, and at noon bore by com- 
pafs N. 70 E. ; the fouth-eaft point of the ifland of Cerros, n, 46 e, ; the , 
..^peaked mountain, n. 37E.; its fouth-weft pointy n. 27E,; its north- 
wefternmoft part in fight, n. 20 e.; and ille de St. Benito, which is a 
fmall ifland, feemingly with fome tocks and iflets about it, n. 1 1 w., dif- 
tant 8 or 9 leagues. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 27° 51', 
longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, 244® 38^', by Kendall’s 244® 38T and by 
Arnold’s No. 176, 244® 54'. The variation, by the furveying compafs, 
was at this time 8® eaftwardly. 

The weather continued to be fair and plealant, and, with a gentle 
breeze from the north-weft, we proceeded along the fhore. In the af- 
ternoon we had fight of what we fuppofed was Morro Hermofo, which 
at that diftance appeared to be infular, and, like Natividad, feemed to 
be moderately elevated. Although we were too far diftant to attempt 
an accurate delineation of thefe fhores, yet we were enabled pretty 
clearly to afeertain the pofition of their moft prominent points, and, from 
the refult of our calculations, the ifland of Cerros appeared to form on 

its 
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^ its WTcflern fide a deep bay, between its north-weft and fouth-weft points, 

V ^ j which are about 5 leagues apart, in a direftion n. 20 e. and s. 20 w. ; the 

peaked mountain being the part whofe fituation we were beft able to fix, is 
in latitude 28” S', longitude 244“ 58'. From this mountain the ifland St. 
Benito lies n. 65 w., at the diftance of twenty miles, and the ifland of Nati- 
\ddad s. 4 E., diftant fourteen miles. Thelatter appeared to be about four 
miles long, in a s.e. and n.w. direftion, and, like the ifland of Cerros, 
prefented a barren and dreary afpeft. Behind it was the point which we 
had taken for Morro Hermofo, in latitude 27“ 52', longitude 245“ 7'. 
The channels round thefe iftands, and between thern and the main land, 
are, in the Spanifh charts, reprefented as clear and navigable ; we wer« 
not, however, fufficiently nigh to them to fatisfy ourfelves in this particu- 
lar. During the night our courfe was direftcd more foutherly, which, 
Wedncf. lo. although it kept us within fight of the land, yet by the'^tnorning it hdd 
increafed our diftance further from the coaft than I had reafon to expefl, 
from the way in which it has been laid down. We were now at. the dif- 
tance of 12 to 14 leagues, and whether the parts in fight were or were not 
immediately on the fea ftiore, it was not polfible for us to determine, but 
the Ihore was fufficiently marked to admit of our making the neceflary 
obfervations, as we failed along it, for the objeft I had in view. The 
northerhinoll point in fight at noon, being the fame land that had form- 
ed the northern extremity ever fince the morning, bore by compafs n. 
g w., diftant 17 leagues, a particular high part, appearing to form the 
ryorth point of a bay dr opening on the coaft, n. 17 e., at the fame dif- 
tance ; and what appeared to form a very confpicuous point, from 
whence the coaft feemed to take a very eaftwardly turn, n. 25 e., diftant 
13 leagues. In this fituation theobferved latitude was 26® -^8', longitude 
245® 26^' ; and, if the above eftimations be correft, the latter point will 
be found to lie in latitude 27® 20', longitude 245® 49'. Several turtles 
were feen at this time on the furface of the fea, one ‘of which was taken 
by our fmall boat. Towards fun-fet the weather became cloudy, the 
wind veered to the fouthward, and threatened us with a heavy rain, 
but by midnight the wind refumed its north-weft direflion, and tlie wea- 
Tiiuinjiyu. ther became fair and plcafant. Not being in fight of the coaft on thurf- 
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day morning I fleered more to the eaflward, and by day-light on the 
12th wc were witliin fight of a high round mountain, which we fuppofcd 
was on the main land of the peninfula, bearing by compafs n.e. “ e. 

The part of the ocean in which we had now arrived abounded with 
bonitos, albicores, and various other fifties of the tropical regions, with a 
great many turtles. Thefe feemed fo perfeftly indiflerent to any interrup- 
tion that we. occafioned them, either by palfing near to, or even over them, 
that I was induced to fend the fmall boat to take fome of them up, and 
in abouf half an hour ftic returned loaded with thirteen very fine green 
ones, each weighing from feventy to two hundred pounds. They all 
proved to be extremely good eating. Some of them were ftuck with the 
turtle peg, but moft. of them were taken into the boat unhurt. The ob- 
served latitude at noon was 25“ 1 1', longitude 247" 48^:', and the variation 
of* the coinpals^.^ eaflwardly. The above high round mountain at this 
time bore n. 30 e., diftant 25 leagues, and land fuppofed by us to be an 
ifland, s. 35 e. ; to the eaflward of which our courfe was dircflcd until 
two in the afternoon, when our conje6lures were difeovered to have 
been ill founded ; for, inftead of this land proving to be an ifland, it 
formed the weft point of a fpacious open bay, the contiguous ftiores to 
which were* very low, and bounded by breakers, whilft the more interior 
Country rofe in fmall detached hillocks, giving the whole from the deck 
the appearance of a group of iflands, but from the mall-head it was 
feen to be all connetled, for which reafon wc hauled our wind, and 
pafted to the weftward of this land, which, in every point of view, even 
at a ver^' little diflance, feemed to be infular, owing to the lowncls of the 
land to the eaflward of the elevated part that forms the point, and which, 
in a fouth-eaft and north-weft direfticn, appeared to occupy an extent 
of about five miles. It is highcfl in the center, from whence its north- 
weftern extremity fhoots out and defeends gratlually to a low laoint of 
land, with an even*furface, but in every other part the acclivity was 
fteep and irregular; and the furface, broken into deep chal'ms, terminates 
at the -water-fide in abrupt rocky cliffs. On its northern fide lies an iflet 
with fome rocks at a little diflance from the Ihore, on which there was 
an appearance of fome verdure and fertility, but where its furface was- 
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rocky and broken it had a fteril and barren afpeft. In the evening 
V— ^ we pafled within about five miles of this point, which I fuppofed was 
tlie fbuth point of the bay de la Magdalina, and which, according to our 
obfervanons, is fituated in latitude 24“ 53', longitude 247*56', from 
whence, in a fouth-eaft direftion, at the dillance of about 3 or 4 leagues, 
is another elevated part of the coaft, which, like the former, at a little 
difiance, has the appearance of bcipg infular. As the coaft, for fome 
extent to \hc fouth-eaftward of this fiation, is in the Spanifti charts re- 
prefented as low, and dangerous to approach, we ftretched to the fouth- 
Saturday 13. cafiward during the night, and on faturday morning, there being no 
land in fight, we fiood to the eafiward, and foon regained a difiant view 
of the coaft, which was high and mountainous. 

Being favored with a fine gale from the north- weft, and delightfully 
pleafant weather, we made great progrefs toward,s the'4?nd, for which 
we continued to fteer until nine in the evening ; when, being in 8o fa- 
thoms water, and conceiving the land to be not far off, we hauled to 
the wind and plied under an eafy fail, with foundings from 8o to 90 
Sunday 14. fathoms. Until five on funday morning, when we again ftood towards the 
land, and to our great furprize;, at day-light, found it to be 8 leagues 
' diftant, and bearing by corapafs from n. 54 e. to s. 68 e. By ten in the 
forenoon w^e were within about 3 leagues of the Ihore, at which time w€ 
bore away, and fteered for cape St. Lucas. The parts of the coaft to which 
we were now oppofite were in a great meafurc compofed of fteep white 
rocky cliffs, from whence the country rofe with a very broken and un- 
even furface to a ridge of ftupendous mountains, which were vifible at a 
great diftance into the ocean. The (hores jut out into fmall projefting 
points that terminate in' abrupt cliffs, and having lefs elevated land be- 
hind them, gave them at firft the appearance of being detached iftands 
along the coaft, but, on a nearer approach, this did not feem to be the 
cafe. The general face of the country was not very inviting, being 
deftitute of trees and other vegetable produftions. 

The obferved latitgde at noon was 25" 12', longitude 250®, and the 
variation of the compafs caftwardly. At this time the northernmoft 
part of the exterior coaft of California in fight bore J>y compafs n. 15 e., 
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the nearell fhore N.63 e., diHant 3 leagues, and a point to the north- 
■vrard of, and intercepting our view of cape St. Lucas s. 39 e., diftant 6 ' — -v — 
leagues, beyond which the cape loqn appeared, and was found to lie 
from that point s. 47 e., diHant 2 leagues. In the afternoon we palTed 
this point, or promontory, which gradually, though not very regularly, 
defeends from the range of mountains before mentioned, and terminates 
at its fouth extremity in a hummocK: of low, or very moderately elevated 
land, that had the fame rocky fteril appearance as that we had been op- 
pofite to in the morning. 

The weather had been very favorable to the objefi I had had in view 
in thus direfting our coiirfe to the fouthward. According to our obler- 
vations cape St. Lucas is fituated in latitude 22® 52', longitude 250® 16' 

18". The very/harp turn which the epaft takes from that point towards 
the gulph of Californiat, enabled us in a very precife manner to afeertain 
the moft projefting part of the cape, which aiccording to tlie Spanifli 
charts, and the information I had procured from the Spaniards them- 
felvcs, is fituated under the fame meridian as tlieir eftablifhment of St. 
jofeph, and which agreeably to the Spanifli printed chart compiled by 
Miguel Coftanfo in 1770, is dated to be in latitude 23" 3' 42", longitude* 

250° 1 7' 30". On the confirmation of our calculations by this authority 
I derived much gratification, as I had now great reafon to prefume, that 
the pofition of the weftern coad of America between cape St. Lucas in 
California, anfd cape Douglas in Cpok’s inlet, as heretofore dated by me, 
would be found tolerably correft. The very 'trivial variation that had 
occurred in the rate of Arnold’s No. 14 for the preceding two or tlirec 
months, induced me t 5 place my principal reliance upon it, and by 
which the longitude of cape St. Lucas differed from the above, only 1' 

12". By Arnold’s No. 82 on board the Chatham, the longitude of tlie 
cape was 250® 9'; Arnold’s No, 176, gave 250® 37'; and Kendall’s, 250® 

21' 30". From thefe feveral refults it fliould feem, that Arnold’s No. 1 76 
varied mod from the truth ; and as I have had occafion before to ob- 
ferve, this deviation may poflibly have arifen by the motion it received on 
its being taken on fliore, for the purpofe of difeovering its rate of going. 
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As the fituation of the Marias iflands lying between cape St. Lucas 
and cape Corientes before the port of St. Bias, had been varioufly defined 
by different perfons, and as thefe iflands were nearly in our route, an 
opportunity was likely tp be afforded me for determining their pofition; 
and on confidering the length of the paflage we had yet to perform, I 
was induced to hope we might at thofe iflands be enabled to recruit our 
flock of water; for thefe reafons our^courfe wasdirefted towards the Ma- 
rias, with a frefh gale from the northward, and delightful weather. The 
fea flill abounded with fifhes, and feveral turtle were feen; but as our 
former fupply was not yet exhaufted, and as the gale was too favorably 
tempting to admit of a momeiit’s delay, they remained unmolefled. 

According to Dampicr, the iflands for which we werfe then fleering arc 
fituated E. s. E„ at the diflance of 40 leagues from cape St. Lucas ; ac- 
cording to the Spanifh chart 47 leagues ; and by the Spanifh MS. chart 
they are ftated to be 60 leagues from that promontory. This irrecon- 
cilable difference rendered it no eafy talk to determine on which to rely ; 
the difference in the Spanifh charts rendered the accuracy of each equally 
queftionable, and our own experience had proved both of them to be 
very erroneous in feveral inftances. Under this uncertainty about nine 
o’clock on monday night, being then 42 leagues from cape St. Lucas, 
and in the direftion in which the Marias were faid to lie, we plied under 
an eafy fail until the next morning, when we made all fail, fleering to the 
e; s. e., which courfe, by nine in the forenoon, brought us in fight of 
thofe iflands, bearing by compafs e.^n.; in this direftion we inftantly 
fleered, but as we were not fufficiently up with the land to gain ancho- 
rage before dark, the. night was palled in preferring our fituation with 
the land, and in the morning of the 1 7th we fleered for the paflage be- 
tween the northernmoft and the middle, or Prince George’s ifland, fo 
diftinguifhed by Dumpier. The moft northern and largeft ifland of 
this group, is about thirteen miles long, in a s. e. by e. and n. w. by w. 
direction, which is alfb nearly the line in which thefe iflands leemed to lie 
from each other. As we paffed along the northernmoft ifland it ap- 
peared to be but moderately elevated, notwithftanding that we had de- 
feried it at the diflance of near 18 leaguesi its higheft part is towards the 
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fouth, from whence it gradually defcends and terminates in a long low 
point at its north-weft extremity, which according to our obfervations 
is (ituated s. 68 e., and at the diftance of 64 leagues from cape St. Lucas. 
A fmaill low detached iflet, and a remarkably fteep white cliffy rock, lie 
off this'point of the ifland, whofe fliores are alfo compofed, but particu- 
larly fo on its fouth- weft fide, of fteep white rocky cliffs ; the fame fort 
of fubftance feemed to be its principal component part, and although in 
fome places it was tolerably well covered with a low kind of flirubs, yet 
upon the whole it prefented but a dreary and unproduft^ve feene. Its 
fouth-eaftern extremity, which likewife defcends gradually from the fum- 
mit of the ifland, terminates alfo in a low projefling point with fome rocks 
lying off from it. On either fide is a fmall bay ; that on the eaftern fide is 
"bounded by a beach, alternately compofed of rocks and fund, and as we 
gmned foundingfs of 35 fathoms at fome diftance as we paffed by it, 
little doubt was entertained of its affording good anchorage, provided 
the bottom fhould be good ; as it is protefled againft the general prevail- 
ing winds. The furf however broke with fome violence on its fliores, and 
as it did not feem from the fcanty portion of its vegetable produflions, 
and the apparent drynefs of die foil, to poffefs what we principally, and 
.indeed only wanted, water; we proceeded towards that ftation which 
Woods Rogers deferibes to have occupied, and where about the fame 
feafon of the year, he procured a great fupply of excellent water. This 
was on the north-eaft fide of Prince George’s ifland. In our way thither 
we paffed between Prince George’s and the north-wefternmoft ifland, iu 
a paffage about fix miles wide, with foundings from 20 to 40 fathoms, 
fandy bottom, and fo fai^as we became acquainted with its navigation, it is 
free from danger or interruption. The foudi-weft fide of Prince George’s 
ifland is bounded by detached rocks lying at a fmall diftance from its 
fliores; thefe in general, but more fo on its northern and eaftern fide, 
defeend gradually from the center of the ifland (whofe fummit is nearly 
as high as that of the northernmoft ifland,) and terminate at the w-atcr 
fide in a fine fandy beach.* This l&as infinitely more verdant than the 
other ifland, as its vegetable produftions extended from the more ele- 
vated parts to tlie wafh of the lea, and grew with fome luxuriance, 
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DccL? her perceive any trees of great fize on the ifland, nor did 

it feein to afford any ffreams or runs of frcfti water. Sonic gullies were 
feen as we paffed along, wdiich in addition to the cheerful appearance of 
the country* flattered us with the hope, that on further examination they 
would be found tp afford us tlie fupply of water we needed. Having fhort- 
ly after noon, reached the fpot pointed out by former vUitors as moll likely 
to furnifli this effential article, wc anchored on a clear fandy bottom, in 
10 fathoms water, about three quarters of a mile from the Ihore, on the 
north-caftern fide of Prince George’s ifland; its eaft point bearing by 
compafs s. i6 e„ about two miles and a half diftant ; its north-eaft point, 
N. 68 w., diftant two miles ; the north point of the northernmoff ifland, 
N. 46 w., about 6 leagues diftant; and the moft fouthern ifland, wliich is 
the fmalleft, from s. 21 e. to s. 45 e., about 4 leagues diftant. 

Tw’O boats were immediately, difpatched with Mr. Whidbey and Mt. 
Manby in different direftions in quell of water, which however, if found, 
would not be got on board without fome difficulty, on account of the 
. furf which broke on every part of the fliore, but not fo violently as to 
prevent the parties from landing. In the evening both returned; Mr. 
Whidbey had extended his excurfion to the north- weftward from our an- 
‘chorage, without finding any water, and Mr. Manby had been equally 
unfuccefsful to the fouth-eaftward round the fouth point of the ifland.' 
On its fouth-eaft fide the beds of many fpacious water courfes were feen, 
which in the rainy feafon appeared to give vent to copious ftreams, as 
fome of them were twenty feet in width. In fome a moillnefs was obfer- 
ved, and Mr. Manby was of opinion, that by digging wells, water might 
have been procured. A fupply by this means w^s however precarious, 
and as we could not devote any time to uncertainties, I determined to de- 
part without further delay, and at eight o’clock we were . again under fail. 

Our vifit to thefe iflands not having afforded, us an opportunity of 
making a very accurate delineation of their flipires, or of acquiring fuch 
information as might render them obje6ts worthy the particular attention 
of future vifitors to thqfe feas, I havj^ot fubjpined any flcetch of them, 
and fhall content myfelf by noticing, that the anchorage wc quitted, is 
fituated according to our obfervations made on the preceding day, and 

the 
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the day after we failed (not having obtained any obfervaiions on the day »794' 
of our arrival and departure) in latitude 2t® 28', longitude 253" 54'; and — -y- — ^ 

that in a direflion n.. go w. and s. 50 e . ; thefe idands occupy a fpace of 
about 14 leagues; the length of the northemmoft has been already dated, 
its breadtli is about nine miles; the next in lize and direftion is Prince 
^ George’s ifland, this is about 8 leagues in circuit ; and the third, or 
fouth-eaflcrninoft, is about nine mile'js round. In navigating near them 
we obferved no danger ; fome detached iflets and rocks* are about the 
fhores, but all are fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided ; and the regu- 
larity of the foundings, fo far as our examination extended, gave us rea- 
fon to believe, that fecure anchorage might be obtained againft. the pre- 
vailing winds, at a commodious diftance from the fhore. 

• From the gentlemen who had landed (being myfelf from the ill date of 
my health un^lc'to go on fhore) I became acquainted, that the foil of 
Prince George’.s idand feeraed to be principally of a fandy nature, on 
which the chief valuable produftion was lignum vita, befides which, was 
an almod impenetrable thicket of finall trees and bufhes of a thorny na- 
ture, together with the prickly pear, and forae plants of the orange and 
lemon tribe ; the whole growing as clofe to the water fide as the wadi of 
^ the I’urf woilld permit. Some of the lignum vita which was cut dole to 
the beach and brought on board, worked up full eight inches in dia- 
nietcr at heart; this wood was very ponderous, of a dole black grain, 
and extremely hard. Before this time I did not recoiled to have met wdth 
this fpedes of wood growing on any of the idands in thefe feas, and it is^ 
not improbable, that in the more interior parts of this idand the trees may 
be of a much larger fize.. About the outlkirts of the woods, for except- 
ing where in the rainy feafon the defeending waters had formed a path, 
the thicket was impenetrable ; many birds were feen, thofe of the larger 
kind were hawks of feveral forts, green parrots with yellow heads, paro- 
quets, pigeons, doves, and a variety of fmall birds, many of which were 
of beautiful plumage. Pelicans, gulls, curlews, terns, and fandpipers 
were obferved, but no quadrupedes were feen, although in the fand on 
the bottom of forae of the water-courfes Mr. Manby noticed the footing 
of an animal, which he confidered to be about the fue of a fox; many 
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turtle tracks were on the beach, and nearly a hundred of dead manatee, 
or fea-cows, were lodged at fome diftance beyond the prefent range of 
the furf. The carcafles of thefe animals, from their then (late of putre- 
faflion, were confidered by Mr. Manby to have been fo left about ten 
or twelve days before, and as they all feemed to be nearly in the fame 
Hate of decay, the only conjefture that could be reafonably formed, was, 
that they had been fo depofited in a.violent foutherly ftorm. They were 
eagerly devoured by the vultures, hawks, and other birds of prey that 
had alfembled about them in great numbers, and it appeared to be not 
improbable that the carnivorous animals of the Marias are frequently 
regaled with fuch fumptuous repafts, for, befides the fea-cows that re- 
mained intire, the fkeletons of many hundreds of the fame or fimilar ani- 
mals had been in like manner call on fliore, at more remote and dilfe- ' 
rent periods. A variety of fifh, common to the tropical^ regions wefe 
feen in great numbers about the Ihores ; amongft thefe the fharks were 
very bold arid daring, they followed the boats, and made repeated at- 
tempts to catch the oars, in which one of them at length fucceeded, but 
with the lofs of five of its teeth, which were left in the blade of the oar. 
A few fnakes and guannas were alfo feen, and fome of the latter were very 
good eating. No traces of human vifitors .were perceived, ‘though on, 
fhore fome drift wood was found, with evident marks of its having been 
worked or hewn with Europeari tools. 

• This appeared to me to be the fubftance of the information we acquired 
by calling at thefe iflands, which are not more than 160 leagues from 
Acapulco, and in the immediate vicinity of St. Bias. In the Spanifli 
M.S. chart they are placed weft from that port, at the diftance of 
about 20 leagues, which appeared to correfpond exaftly with our ob- 
fervations, in refpe^l to the bearings from cape St. Lucas, and to differ 
only three leagues in the diftance from that promontory ; this was further 
proved (fo far as eftimated diftances could be relied Upon) by the diftant 
view we had had of the continent in that direftion at our laft place 
of anchorage ; notwithftanding which, thefe iflands do not leem to have 
cpgaged or attjrafled the attention of the Spanifli government. 


As 
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As on leaving the Marias it was my intention to make cape CorienteSj ‘794* 
in order to afcertain its latitude and longitude, our courfe was direfted ^ 
between the iflands and the main land; fteering well to the eaftward at 
firft, in order that we might avoid a flioal faid to extend I'ome diftance 
from the Ihores of the fouthernmoft of the Marias ; at midnight we pur- 
fued a more foutherly courfe, but the wind, though attended with fine 
pleafant weather, was fo moderate, tTiat at day-light the. iflands w'e had ThurfUayiS. 
left w’ere.hill in fight, bearing by compafs the fouthernmoft n. 82 w. to 
N. 72 w', ; Prince George’s ifland, n. 70 w. to N.64 w.; the eaft point 
of the northernmoft, n. 58 w. ; and a diftant view of the continental 
fhore from n.e. by n. to e. by s. This was too remote to form any judg- 
ment refpefling the country, further than its appearing to have a very 
lofty and uneven furface, fwelling info various eminences of different 
forms and magnitude. 

The obfcrved latitude at noon was 21°, longitude 254° 27', and the 
variation of the compafs 7° 30' eaftwardly. In this fituation the high 
land over cape Corientes bore by compafs s. 25 e., land appearing like 
a fmall ifland, lying at fome diftance from the continent s. 66 e. ; the 
northernmoft part of the main land in fight n.n.e., and the fouthern- 
■^moft of the Marias iflands n. 58 w., diftant 9 leagues. Much to our 
furprizc, in the afternoon we approached a fmall black rugged rock, or, 
more properly fpcaking, a clofely-connefted clufter of fmall rocks, 
which though delerving of attention, from their fituation, and the fafety 
of the navigation between cape Corientes, St. Bias, and the Marias, yet 
they are not inferted in either of the Spanifh charts, nor do they ap- 
pear to have been noticed by any former vifitor with wliofe obferva- 
tions I have become acquainted. The fpace they occupy does not ap- 
pear to exceed the dimenfions of a large (hip’s hull, nor are they much 
higher. They are at a great diftance from any land, and, fo far as we 
could perceive on pafling by them at the diftance of about half a league, 
the water near them appeared to be deep in every dlreftion. We could 
not gain foundings clofe round them with the hand-line, nor did thus fmall 
rocky group fee’m to be fupported by any bed of rock or lhallow bank. 

The fliores of the main land, to the eaftward of them, at the diftance of 

about 
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about 8 leagues, appeared to be broken, and about ten miles within them 
are two fmall iflets. Thefe rocks, according to our obfervations, are 
fituated in latitude 20“ 45', longitude 254® 27',. lying from the land men- 
tioned at noon as appearing like a fmall ifland s. 76 w., 6 leagues dif- 
tant, and from the fouthernmoft of the Marias s. 36 at the diftance of 
1 2 or 13 leagues. 

In the evening the breeze that had been very moderate all day, frefli- 
ened, and towards midnight we paffed cape Corientes, at the 'diftance of 
about 5 leagues ; this time was rather unfavorable for the fixing of its 
pofition ; but as it was (till in fight at day-light the next morning, bear- 
ing by coinpals N, 8 E., and having been conftantly within our view du- 
ring the night, I Ihould fuppofe that it’s fituation as refulting from our 
obfervations will be liable to no very material error. JThefe placed cape 
Corientes in latitude 20” 22', longitude 254*40'; from 'whence if this 
flatemcnt be correft, the above rocky group will be found to lie n. 26 w., 
at the diftance of 9 leagues. 

The American coaft to the Ibuthward of cape Corientes not continu- 
ing to take a direftion favorable to our route, we were no longer defirous 
of keeping near its fhoreS, and I therefore made the beft of our. way towards 
the ifland of Cocos and the Galipagos, with ‘an intention of flopping at one' 
or both of thofe places. At noon the obferved latitude was 19° 15', longi- 
tude 254® 48' ; the coaft at this time was flill in fight, bearing by corh- 
paCs north, N.85E., and its neareft part north-eafl, about 10 leagues 
'from us. We were now accompanied by many of the tropical fifhes, and 
oceanic birds, and notwithftanding that we liad a frefh breeze from the 
north- weft ward, the weather was very fultry anti unpleafant. The ther- 
mometer within thefe two days had rifen from 70 to 81, and the heat 
tliat we now experienced was attended with a degree of oppreffive incon- 
venience, that exceeded any thing of the fort I had ?ver before felt, under 
fimilar circumftances of fuch an alteration in the height of the mercury. 
The unpleafantnefs of the atroofphere on faturday morning became great- 
ly increafed by the north-wefterly wind dying away, and by its being fuc- 
ceeded by calms or light variable airs. The atmofphere was perfetlly 
clear, ferene, and unincumbered cither with fogs or clouds, w'hich made 
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it very difficult to account for the extraordinary change in the climate ^ 

^ . . ' . ° Deceinbc! . 

between our then Ration and the three Marias illands, as the diftance ' — ^ 

did not exceed 70 leagues. This may poffibly be accounted for by the 
projefting promontory of cape Corientes, and other parts of this moun- 
tainous country intercepting thofe cool refrelhing gales from the north 
that are fo grateful and acceptable to the human conftitution. 

That part of the globe wc had now to pafs over having bebn little 
frequented by perfons polfeffing the means of making dtic obfervations 
on the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, I purpofed to procure 
fome obfervations at different intervals when the Ihip was fufficiently 
Ready for this purpofe. This day in* latitude t8" 20', longitude 255" 40', 
the Marked End, North Face EaR, fliewed 38® 1 7' 

Ditto Ditto WcR, - 38 3 

. Ditto '■ South Face EaR, ' - 34 3 

Ditto* Ditto WeR, - 36 20 

Mean vertical inclination of the north point of the 
marine dipping needle - - - 3 ^ 41 

The horizontal inclination or variation was about 6 eaRwardly. 

A continuation of very light winds made our progrefs very Row, 
through an*ocean on whofe furface great numbers of turtles, in every 
direction, were lying aReep, and we had only to lower down the boat, 
and w'ithout interrupting the progrefs of the ffiip, make choice of as 
many as we required; though under our prefent circumRances we 
W'ould readily have waved the acquifition of thefc luxuries for a little 
more wind, as w'ith that which now prevailed, the Ihip’s motion through 
the water was fcarcely perceptible. 

We had again fight of the American coaR on funday morning: it bore Sun i,, 
by compafs from n. 5 t. to eaR, to n. 72 e.; but at fo remote a diUance 
that we loR every appearance of it by noon, w’hen the oblervcd latitude 
was 1 7° 56', longitude 255“ 52'. During the tw o preccdir.g days w c had 
very light variable winds from the eaRward and s. e. wdth alternate calms, 
and very opprcRive fultry W'Catlier ; but by the thu^fday following we had 1 • > 

fome little alleviation, as the wind then blew a moderate Ready brcc;'.c 
VoL, III. Z z from 
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PcM^bcr north-weftward. Wliilft tlic liglit winds continued we were 

Smm-ymmj gFcatly incommoded by a very heavy fwell from the fouth*eaftward, 
which made the fliip extremely uneafy ; this had now in a great meafure 
fubfided; but the weather though perfeftly clear was ftill very hot and 
fultry, the thermometer night and day varying from 8i to 83. Had it 
not been for our anxious folicitude to get forward, and the exceflive heat 
of the weather, our fituation would have been by no means unpleafant ; 
the ocean was tranquil, and abounded with a great variety of fifti ; its 
furface as it were was covered with turtles, and the numerous Tea fowls 
hovering over, and diving for their prey, prelented fuch an animated 
fcenc, as the ocean, unalTilled by intervening land, or other obje6ls, is 
leldom, I believe, found to exhibit. We were here at no lofs to provide 
a repaft for this our fourth Chriftmas day fince we had quitted the civi- 
lized world; and with the addition of the fVelh beef, mutton, and poul- 
try we had brought from Monterrey, the officers tables prefented 
fuch an appearance of luxury as is not frequently feen in fuch dif- 
tant regions of the ocean. In addition to our frefti provifions, and 
what the fea afforded, the people .were ferved fuch an extra allow- 
ance of grog as was fufficient for the celebration of the day, and to call 
to their recolleftion their friends and favorites at home; on which- occa- 
lion, though perhaps the circumftance may appear too trivial here to b& 
noticed, yet as the fentiment arofe fpontaneoufly from the gratitude of 
the crew, I am induced to mention it ; tlie memory of Sen'^ Quadra, and 
the health of Tamaahmaah were not forgotten. 

The fame light baffling winds continued to impede our progrefs, which 
was tardy and irkfome beyond all defeription ; ir^addition to which, fome 
of our water calks were found to have leaked out ; this, very contrary 
to my wilhes, obliged me to reftrain the allow’ancc of water to three quarts 

Wcdtief. 31. a man per day. So very flowly did we proceed, that by the 31 11 at noon 
we had only reached the latitude of 1 3" 30', longitude 259° 5' 3c" ; the 
latter was deduced from 116 fets of lunar diftances, as follow, with the 
fun and aldebaran on different lidcs of the moon between the 27th and 
3 ill of december. Thofe taken on the 27th, and brought forward by 
Arnold’s No. 14, gave the following rcfults. 


The 
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The mean of 6 fets 

5 a 0 weft of her, by Mr. Whidbey, 

‘259* 38' 50" 

Ditto 

4 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 

259 32 45 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Manby, 

259 52 45 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Orchard, 

259 50 27 

Ditto 

6 

ditto, taken on 29th, by Mr. Whidbey, 

259 45 40 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 

259.37 35 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Manby, 

259 55 22 

Dit^d 

6 ■ 

ditto 

Mr. Orchard, 

259 5 <J 35 

Ditto 

6 ]) ab aldebaran eafl of her, Mr. Whidbey, 

259 52 2 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 

260 14 17 

Ditto 

4 

ditto 

Mr. Manby, 

260 8 10 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Orchard, 

259 55 38 

Ditto 

6 D a 0 weft of her, taken 31ft, Mr. Whidbey, 

259 46 50 

Ditto 

.6 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 

259 41 47 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Manby, 

259 47 43 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Orchard, 

259 47 2 

Ditto 

4 1) ab aldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Whidbey, 

259 52 4 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 

259 58 10 

Ditto 

6 D ab aldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Manby, 

259 55 7 

Ditto 

6 

ditto 

Mr. Orchaid, 

260 1 52 

Ditto 

3 

ditto 

Myfelf, 

259 58 25 

Ditto of 3 days 

’ obfervations, 

in 28 fets, Mr. Whidbey, 

259 47 5 

Ditto 


ditto 

28 Mr. Baker, 

259 48 55 

Ditto 


ditto 

28 Mr, Manby, 

259 55 51 

Ditto 


ditto 

29 Mr. Orchard, 

259 54 19 


1794 . 

DcccinlxT. 


Ditto of the whole, *colIc£livcly taken, being the refult 
of 1 16 fcts of lunar diftances, fhewed the longitude, 
at noon on the 31(1 of december, lyg j, to be 259 51 45 

At which time Arnold’s No. 14 fhewed - 260 6 30 

176 - - 260 53 36 

Kendall’s - - - 260 46 45 

And by the dead reckoning - * - 260 

' Zz 2 ' 


Hence 
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Dewmber Hcncc, as 4 confidercd the longitude deduced from the lunar obferva- 
tjoHs to be corre6l, or nearly fo, it will appear evident that the chrono- 
meters, fince the commencement of the very hot weather, had been gain- 
ing conliderably lefs than the rate we were allowing as afcertaincd at 
Monterrey ; for which reafon a new rate was, from thefe and fubfequcnt 
obfervations, found and adopted for pointing out our longitude, by the 
chronometers, from this ilation fouthward to the ifland of Cocos. 

By this mode No. 14, at noon, on the 31ft of deceth- 
ber, appeared to be fall of mean time at Greenwich, 

And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 20 

No* 1 76) fall of mean time at Greenwich on the fame day, 1 1 51 59 4 5 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 4^5 

Kendall’s faft of mean time on the fame day, - 10 11 43 45 

And to be gaining on mean time per. day at the rate of, , 21 35 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ViJjt ihe ijland of Cocos — Some defcription of that iJJand— Agronomical and 
nautical obftrvations there — Proceed to the font hward — Pafs between 
Wenmans and Culpepper's ijlauds — See the Gallipagos ijlands, and ajeer^ 
tain their fduation. 


D U RING our pafTage thus fiir from Monterrey, it did not appc.Tr 
tliat we had been much affefted by currents, the log and the ohrerva- , ' 

tions having in general correfponded very nearly, and the diflercnce 
between the longitude, by the dead reckoning, and that which I confi- 
dered to be the true longitude, Iwd not exceeded half a degree, the dead 
reckoning having been in general to the eaflward of the truth. 

The wind in the north-w'eftern quarter continued to blow a flcady 
breeze, and as we advanced to the fouth-callward it increafed in its 
force ; the lieat was Icfs opprelTivc, and the mercury in the thermome- 
ter fell to a general temperature of about 78 : the atmofpherc was gene- 
rally clear, and the fea, which was remarkabh- fmooih, abounded with, 
imrncnfe numbers of fl^iing filh, dolphins, bonitos, albicores, and a great 
varictv of finaller fifties ; of turtles we eafily procuix'd as many as we 
could difpenlo with. 

By noon on monday we had reached the latitude of 5/’ 27', and the Mv-nd4y5, 
longitude, brought Torward from the preceding lunar obli rvations, with 
the new rates of the chronometers, was fhewn by Arnold’s No. 1 j to be 
263" 36' 15^ No. 176, 263® 34' 15", and by Kendall's 263” 40' ; the dead 
reckoning at this time ftiewed 265° 33' ; whence it became evident that 
we were now materially affefled by a current felling 10 the wcllward, 

ar. 
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‘795- as this deviation had been gradually increafing fince the 31ft of decembcr, 
^ janu^y 1 daily obfervations for the latitude, the direftion of this cur- 

rent fcemed to be irregularly between the north-weft and fouth-weft, the 
reckoning being fometimes to the north, fometimes correfponding, and 
at odiers to die fouth of the obfervations. 

In this lituation flic vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was as 


under : 

Marked 'end North face Eaft, - •24" 50' 

Ditto ditto Weft, - « 25 30 

Ditto South face Eaft, - - 24 45 

Ditto ditto Weft, - - 24 30 

Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle, - 24 5 1 


U'lic variation being about ']\ degrees eaftwardly. 

The two fucceeding days we were fet to the fouthward, at the rate of 
Wednef. 7. about half a mile per hour, and on wednefday the wind from the north- 
caftward again became very light, and I found it neceflary to begin 
diftilling frefti water from the fea ;• by this protefe, without any great 
additional expenditure of fuel, a fupply of from twelve to eighteen gal- 
lons of frefh water was procured in the courfe of each day ; and al- 
'tliougli it could not be confidered of the firft quality, yet il was per- 
fcfl-ly frelh, and applicable to all the purpofes of cooking. In this re- 
fpe6l it was highly acceptable, as by the afliftance of the diftilled water, 
we were enabled to appropriate to greater advantage the abundant rc- 
frelhnicnts which the fea ftill continued to afford, and which were fome 
conpenfation for the very tedious and tardy progrefs that the faint baffling 
winds permitted us to make. 

Since wednchlay we hall frequently noticed very ftrong riplings on the 
furface of the water, but felt fcarcely any effe6l from currents. The 
Sunday u. oblcivcd latitude on funday was 7" 47', longitude, by Arnold’s No. 14, 
206 ’ 27' ; No. 1 76, 260® 20' ; Kendall’s, 266" 33' ; arid by the dead rec- 
koning 268" 32’ ; fo that admitting No. 14, as I conceived it to be, near- 
eft the truth, the error .in the reckoning, fince the 5th, had only increa- 
fed 19'. The variation of the compafs was now tibout 8® eaftwardly. 
During the laft week the clouds, particularly in the northern quarter, 
2 had 
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Rad fometimes hung about the horizon very dark and heavily, but 
they had now difperfed without any rain, excepting about noon on the 
preceding day, when we had a fmart (hower that lafted near two 
hours, and was the firfl rain that had fallen with us fince our arrival at 
Monterrey in the beginning of novembcr laft. 

As we thus gently advanced to the fouth-eaftward; the riplings on the 
furface of the water became more frequent, and were attended .with a 
greater degree of agitation, making a milling hiffing noife, like a tide 
in Ihoal 'water ; and though we felt fomething of their influence, they 
feemed infinitely more to alfeft the Chatham in her lleerage ; yet, from 
the refult of our obfervations, they did not appear to be tlic confe- 
qucnce of any current, which gave rife to an idea, that probably the 
i'pacc we were then pafling over was of very uneven bottom. To afeer- 
tain this fa£l foundings were tried, but no bottom was found in thefe 
riplings withT40 to 170 fathoms of line. During the night of the leih, Monday 12, 
and until noon the following day, we had a frcfli breeze from the n.n.e., Tucfdiy 13. 
which afterwards veered round to the callward and e.s.e, nearly in the 
dirc6lit)n in which I wifticd to fleer. On wednefday noon we had reach- Wednef. 14. 
ed the latitude of 5“ 37', longitude 268° 31', approaching nearly to the 
parallel of &he ifland of Cocos, and about 2 or 3 degrees of longitude to * 
rhe weflward of its meridian, according to the different accounts of its 
filuation in the ocean ; and as we had no indication whatever of our 
having left it to the weflward of us, our courfe was dire6ted jsaftwardly, 
as the moll probable means of finding the ifland. 

We were Hill attended by vail numbers of filhes, varying both in 
fize and fpecics ; few birds were now about us, and the abundance of 
turtles was fo much dec rea fed, that, on thurfday, notwitliflanding the day , 

was for the moll part calm, our boats crew caught, only two. The 
weather Hill continued clear, and gave us fo good a view all around 
us, that had any land been within the limits of our horizon, it could not 
have efcaped our notice. After having paffed to tlie foutli of the 6th 
degree of north latitude, see again found ourfelvcs under the influence of 
the current, that, during the 14th, had fet us 18', in a dire6tion s. 47 e., 
and, during the laft twenty-four hours, at the fame rate, in a direction 

N. 62 E. 
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N. 62 E. Alight breeze fpringing up foon after noon from the north, 
we purfued our eallwardly courfe, intending to incline a little to the 
fouthward. This, however, we were prevented doing, from the current 
continuing to fet to the e.n.e. at the rate of a mile per hour ; fo that 
at noon the following day our obferved latitude was 3" 51', and the lon- 
gitude 269° 32'. 

The. tV-anquil Hate of the wind and fea, which with fo little interrup- 
tion had for fuch a length of time attended us, now feemed likely to un- 
dergo a very material change. A very heavy fwell rolled from the weft- 
ward, and the atmofphere became loaded withdenfe, heavy clouds, par- 
ticularly between the s.e. and s.w. ; in this direftion our view was li- 
mited to a very few miles. The wind now blowing a gentle breeze from 
the N. w. a more foutherly courfc was purfued, in the hope of regaining- 
what we had loft by the current having driven us To the northwarcl. 
Towards midnight after about three hours calm, the wind came from the 
fouthward, and obliged us to fteer again to the eaftward ; this I much 
regretted, as we had not, with all our efforts, yet been able to get lb far 
fouih, as the latitude affigned to the ifland we were in quell of, which 
according to Lord Anion’s voyage is ftated to be in 5" 20', and by the 
•Buccaneers in I could not help being apprehenfivc, ‘that a con- 

tinuation of thefe adverfc winds and currents would oblige us to pafs td 
t!te non li ward of the illaud without feeing it ; for, by our obfervations on 
Saturday 17. faturday, after making every allowance, inftead of our being in latitude 
5” 22', which was fliewn by the reckoning, the refultsof our meridional 
*"and double altitudes (which agreed extremely well together) proved our 
latitude to be 3" <\fl, and that we were alfo feveral miles to the eaftward 
of our account, the longitude being 270® 37'. The variation at this time 
was 8;^° eallwardly. 

Between this and the preceding noon, we had .palfed over upwards of 
a degree.of longitude, without being able to Ice far -to the fouth of the 
latitude of 3" 30', owing to very thick hazy gloomy weather; hence it 
was very pollible, that wc might have palfed to the northward of the 
illand of Cocos. This was confidered by fome on board to have been 
highly probable, from the circumftance of our being now attended by 
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vafl; numbers of the different fpecies of birds that are generally found •* 795 - 
frequenting the ftiores of the uninhabited tropical iflands ; but this did 
not amount to proof, as thofe birds might have been attrafted to the 
neighbourhood of our then fituation by the great numbers of bonitos, 
albicores, and other fifties, with which the fea at that time abounded : 
and as we were fuccefsful in taking as many of them as we could make ufr 
of, they made us ample amends for.the deficiency of turtle, wfiich did 
not appear to be an objeft of much regard, as I believe moft of us be- 
gan to be tired of that food, which was only ufed to diverfify our other 
provifions. 

The currents with which we had met, fhewed that little reliance 
was to be placed on the longitude, alfigned to any land in this part of 
the ocean, from the teffimony of thofe who had fo long fince vifited thefc* 
regions, but who fiad not been provided with the means wc poireffed for 
afeertaining the ftrength and direftion of thefe ftreams. 

For forne days pafl we had been fet confiderably to the eaftward, and 
as, from the fcveral authorities I had confulted, it did not appear that we 
had yet reached the moft eaftern fituation aftigned to the ifland in quef- 
tion, die prefumjnion was that it was ftill to the eaftward of our prefent 
track ; and’although I Ihould have been greatly mortified to have been 
obliged to abandon an objeft that had fo much attrafted my attention, 
yet, from the reduced ftatc of our water in confequence of this unex- 
jie^lcdly tedious pafiage, and the worn-out and defeftivc ftate of our wa- 
ter-cafks, the reaching of the ifland of Cocos became a matter more of 
neceftity than choice ; as I was very unwdlling to enter any port in 
the continent. There ieemed, however, no profpeft of cfTcfting this, 
iinlefs we flionld be able to ftiape fuch a courfe as would countera61 
the ftrength of the adverfe north-eaftcrly current. For this purpofe, 
with the wind at s.s.w. wc ftecred to the s.e., and in the evening had 
a tolerably diftinft fiew a-head, but the fouth-weft horizon was ftill ob- 
feured in dark denfe clouds, andliaze; the night was moftly calm, but 
in the following morning the weather was ferene and clear, attended 
with a gentle breeze from the n.w., with which we ftccrcd to the fouth, 
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latitude 5*33'* longitude 271® 7' ; having been fet 
V..»v— during the lad twenty-four hours 13' to the north, and .11' to the call of 
^ our reckoning. 

The clear weather was not of long continuance in the fouthem quarter, 
although the oj^ofite fide of the horizon retained its former appearance; 
for by fuH’fet we could not fee a mile from tlifi Ihip in the eaftem, fouth- 
ern, Or fouth-weftern quarters. Thp various kinds of birds became more 
numerous, and having at length reached the dated parallel of the ifland, 
we plied during the night, which was attended by variable winds, fome rain, 
Monday 19. and dark gloomy weather. This continued until noon the next day, when 
the obferved latitude was 5“ 14', longitude 271*9'; being 10' to the 
north, and 4' to the eaft of what the log fhewed. The weather now 
admitted of an extenfive view all round, but no land was in fight ; and as 
the number of birds was confiderably leflened, Ibme "additional reafons 
were offered in fupport of the former opinion, that we had left the ifland 
to the fouth-weftward of us. Of this- however I was by no means con- 
vinced, as in my feveral traverfes over the pacific ocean, I had feldom 
found that fuch indications amounted to a proof of the very near vicinity 
of land. 

With the wind between the fouth and s. w., although I had continued 
during the night to the fouth*eaftward, we were not able to keep our 
Tuefday 20« fouthing; for the obferved latitude at noon the following day ivas 5* 16', 
the longitude 271*52', which was 24' further north, and 10' further eaft 
, than was given by our reckoning. 

In the courfe of the laft three or four days we had, in different in- 
ftances, been deceived for a fhort time both by night and day, by very 
heavy dark clouds which affumed the appearance of land. Shortly after 
noon a fimilar refemblance was leen from the maft-head at a great diftance, 
bearing e.n. e., which was not given credit to as being land, until aided 
by a gentle breeze and the current, we had approaclled nearer to it by 3 
leagues, when it was decided beyond all queftion to be land. Concluding it 
to be the long-looked for iftand of Cocos, at the diftance of 14 or 16 
leagues, the glad tidings were communicated by fignal to our little 
conibrt. All the turtles had now left us, but we had ftill many fifties and 
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fea fowl attending us, though thefe were not quite fo numerous as on the 
preceding evening. The night was calm, or accompanied with light vari- 
able winds, which continued with rain and dark gloomy weather until noon 
the next day, fo that no obfervations could be obtained for afcertaining the 
(hip’s fituation ; ■tve had however made fome progrefs, as the ifland now 
bore by compafs N.73 e. to n. 81 e., not more than 6 or 7 leagues from 
us. In this we had been much alfifted by the current fetting us direflly to- 
wards the land, the fouth-weft extremity of which appeai’ed in this point 
of view,’ to rife abruptly from the fea in deep rugged cliffs to a confi- 
derable height ; and then in a moderate afeent to its mod elevated part ; 
this was a hill of no very great fize ; from whence it defeended with a 
more uniform declivity to its northern extremity, which appeared like a 
<letached.illet. 

•The wind, which had been variable in the evening, became very light, 
and I was not without my apprehenfions that the current might force us 
pad the ifland, before we might have an opportunity of making choice 
of a (ituation for anchoring. That no time might be loft, about two in 
the following morning, being then fufficiently near the land for one of 
our boats to be in with the fliores by day-light, Mr. Whidbey was dif- 
patched in the cutter to make the neceflary examination. During this 
And the three or four preceding nights the fea had prefented a very lumi- 
nous appearance, but I was not able to afeertain with fatisfadlion the 
caufe of it. After the boat had left the (hip, we ufed our ufmoft endea- 
vours to prefer ve our (lation to the fouth-weft of the ifland, but to no 
effeft ; the current foon after day-light drove us beyond its weftern end, 
and although our head ^a.s to the fouth-weft, we were driven at a great 
rate paft its northern fide, within a few miles of its (hores. Thefe ap- 
peared to be indented into fraall bays, with rocks and iflets lying near 
them ; but they by no means exhibited that inviting appearance which 
has been reported cd them by Lionel ^Vafer * and others. Thefe (hores 
were chiefly compofed of broken perpendicular cliffy precipices, beyond 
which the furface rofe unevenly to the furamit of the ifland ; the whole 
compofing one rude con nefted thicket of fmall trees near the fliore, but 
on the more elevated and interior parts many large fpreading trees were 
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feen ; feme cocoa nut trees were alfo obferved in the chafms of the rockjr 
precipices, but they did not feem now to flourish in fuch abundance, as 
was mofl: likely the cafe when their fruit gave a name to the ifland. 

Being, jntirely without wind, the current fat us fell to the north-eaft- . 
ward from the land, which, at noon, bore by conapafs from s. 17 w. to^ 
s. 35 w., dillant 7 or 8 miles. The weather at this time afforded us a 
good opportunity for afeertaining the (hip’s place, which by feveral cor- 
real obfervations was found to be in latitude 5° 40', longitude 273“ 8'. 
By thefe and other obfervations that had been made on the 2btli, the 
fliip appeared to have been fet by the current during the two days 60 
miles, in a direftion n. 50 e.; this (hewed that the iiland, which we did 
not confider to be more than moderately high, when firft feen was up- 
wards of 20 leagues diflant. 

In the morning as we were driving near to tlie fliores of the iiland, fome 
falls of water were obferved defeending from the cliffs into the fea, and as 
w’c flood much in want of this neceffary article as more of our caflts were 
found to have leaked out, no fmall degree of impatience was experi- 
enced for the return of the boat, as her long abfence had been attributed 
to want of fuccefs in finding a fafe place for anchorage. This however 
'did nq^ prove to be the cafe, for her fuppofed detention was •wholly oc- 
cafioned by the great diftance |o which the current had fet the (hip from' 
the iiland. About four o’clock I had the fatisfaflion of being informed 
.by Mr. Whidbey, that the (hores abounded with dreams and falls of mod 
excellent water, together with fome cocoa nuts, and plenty of wood for 
fuel, eafily to be procured ; efpecially in two fmall bays, both of which 
afforded anchorage fufficiently (lieltered from the^ prevailing winds at this, 
feafon of the year ; the one on the norih-ead, the other on the north-wed 
part of the iiland. Mr. Whidbey gave the preference to the mod ead- 
ern, for which, therefore, with a light breeze from the north, we im- 
mediately deered, but were unable to dem the current till about nine at 
night, w'hen the wind freChened from the k. £.; and with this, about four 
on friday morning, we reached the fituation Mr. Whidbey had chofen, and 
moored in 33 fathoms water, fandy and gravelly bottom, and (fo far as 
we became acquainted,) good holding ground, and free from rocks. The 
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eaft point of the bay, which is a fmaH conical iflet lying clofe to the 
north-eaft exttcmity^bf the ifland, bore by compafs s. 51 e., diftanthalf 
a mile ; the ‘weft point df the bay s. 75 w. ; a fteep rocky iflet lying off it 
bore from s. 87 w. to n. 66 w. ; and the watering place at the moiuh of 
a very fine ftream emptying itfelf over a landy beach, s. 13 w., about 
three quarters of a mile diftant; the Chatham moored within us ‘in 26 
fathoms water, on the fame kind* of .bottom. * 

As foon as the fhip- was fecured I went on Ihore, and found that all 
our wants could be cafily fupplied ; that although there was fome furf 
on the beach it was inconfiderable, and that not only water and fire- 
wood, but that cocoa-nuts were alfo to be procured in great abundance. 

No time was now loft in fetting about obtaining a due fupply of thefe 
rflential articles, and in the performing fuch other bufincfs as had become 
requifite on board where, at noon, by the mean of four obfcrvations, 
with different perfons and inftruments, the latitude was fhewn to be 5“ 

35 ' ^ 5 "' differing fo materially from the latitude as ftated in Lord 

Anfon’s and other voyages, and the general appearance of this ifland lb 
little correfponding with the defcription given of the ifland of Cocos, 
efpecially by Dampier, and Wafer, gave rife to fome doubts in my mind 
as to its bertig the identical ifland fo defcribed by thofe gentlemen. Be 
that as it may, the advantages it afforded us, not only in the articles 
already mentioned, but in an abundance of very fine fifh, were very 
important; and as the foil was apparently capable of affording a vtiriety 
of ufcful vegetables, this ifland did not fail to attraft our particular at- 
tention ; and being anxious to acquire every information refpefting it 
that the Ihort ftay I puryofed to make would allow of, I difpatchcd Mr. 

Whidbcy on faturday morning, in the large cutter, to take a Iketch of Saturday 24.- 
its fliores. This lervice he performed, and returned about four in the af- 
ternoon, having found them to becompofed of fteep perpendicular rocky 
cliffs, with fome iflets and rocks lying near them ; on which the fea 
broke with fo.much violence as to preclude any attempt to land in any 
part, excepting in the bay to the weftward of the anchorage we had 
taken, where Mr. Whidbcy had been before, and in that in which the vef- 
fcls were moored ; which were the only two fituations on the ifland to which 
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veiTels could refoi^t. Oq funda^ morning. I made. a 0 i(irt j^curfion to 
the wellern bay/aad idthough a mpre of was 

found to flow int5> it, yet it 4 -certainly not fo eligible a iiuMtion for pro- 
curing the good things which the iflapd afforded as that which we occupied. 
It w^ about half ebb when we reached its ihores, where we^ landed with 
tolerable convenience. After we had hreak^ffed, we fatisfied our curiofity 
in takirig a view of the adjacent country ^ this was confined by an im- 
penetrable thicket nearly to the limits of the feindy beach, which cora- 
pofes^ the bottom pf the bay, where, pn our return to the Boats, we 
found fpme difficulty, in re-embarking, owing to an increafe of the furf 
which at that time broke upon the beach. 

At the place on ftiore, where our operations were going on, I had 
obferved evident marks of European vifitors, from the trees haying been 
felled with axes and faws, ^whilft the decayed flatc* of the remaining 
flumps proved that they had not been very recently cut down. In this 
wellern bay, near to the frelh-water brook, a bottle was fufpended on 
a tree, containing a note direfted to the commander of any veflel that 
might vlfit the illand, and figned. “James Colnett Hating, that the Ihip 
Ratler, South-Sea whaler, pf London, had arrived on the 26th of July, 

‘ 1793* and, after procuring wood, water, and other refrefliments, had pro- 
ceeded on her voyage, all in good health ; that, previoufly to her de- 
parture, a breed of Kpgs and goats had been left on the illand, and a va- 
riety of garden feeds had been fpwn, but the fpqt whem thefe valuable 
articles had been deppfited did not happen to fall within the limits of 
our obfervation. . 

By the time we reached tlie veflels. the rain fell very heavily, and I 
became acquainted, on my arrival on board, that the furf had fo much 
increafed, as very m.aterially to retard our bufinefs with the Ihore. The 
rain was accompanied, by a frelh gale from the.s,w., at the commence- 
ment of which the current, which, though by np means regular inits force, 
(fometimes being bafply perceptible, at others running at leaft at the 
rate of two miles per hour,) yet had hitherto fet uniformly to the e.n.i-., 
now changed its direflipn and fet to the wellward, but at a very gen- 
tle rate. 
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This ■ oncornR^ttabte weather contintied, th6ugh "with fbm6 interiniflioh, 
during' the 26th^ we, ’ hdwfeVer, ihdde great progrefs in corhpleting v 
our water and fuel, arid having nearly exhaufted the neighbouring Chores 
of their coCoa-rtuts, I difpatthed* two boats with Mr. Manby, the next 
irtomirig; tb ihe weftem bay, where they were produced in great pjent)^, 
,to procure a full fupply of them. The boats returned about wopn, not 
having been very fuccelsfbl, as the heavy furf prevented their landing 
in that p^t of the bay where the fruit was moll abundantly produced. 

By the afternoon we had taken on board about thirty-five tons of wa- 
ter, with as much wood as we could flow ; and having thus finilhed all 
our bufinefs with the Ihore, we quitted thb ifland in the evening, and 
made the bell of our way to the fouthward. 

* Having, adverted to the lituation and advantages which this final! 
fpdt of land polTelTes, I lhall now more particularly notice fuch matters 
as occurred to our obfervation whilll we remained there. 

It does not appear from any account with which I am acquainted, 
to whom we are indebted for the difeovery of this valuable little 
ifland ; nor, indeed, do the feveral deferiptiorts of the ifland of Cocos 
much accord with each other, or agree with w'hat we found to be its 
fituation or ’appearance. The ifland feen by Lord Anfon, of which he 
was within fight for five days, and ednfidered by him to be the ifland of 
Cocos, is flated in his voyage to be lituated 13' to the fouth of what was 
found by our calculations to be the latitude of this ifland ; and fhould 
this error in the latitude be confidered as reconcilable, it is likely we 
may both intend the fame ifland. I have not the leall doubt that the 
ifland we lafl quitted is the fame which Chipperton vifued, and called it 
the ifland of Cocos. He, I fhould fuppofe, anchored in the weflern 
bay, but his defeription is too confined to draw from thence any fatis- 
faftory conclufion ; but the greatefl difference is in the accounts given 
of the ifland of Coeds by Dampier and Lionel Wafer ; thefe differ fi> 
very materially from our obfervations, in point of extent of fituation 
and appearance, that their reprefentations mufl> either be' exceffively 
erroneous, or they mufl belong to fome other ifland. After tak- 
ing all thefe circumftances into confideration, it appeared to me by 
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no means unlikely, Uiat fome other ifland might ’very far 

remote from this, to which thefc apparently oontradiftory ^repoits might 
more properly apply. 

Two opinions were formed refpefting an infcription that was found 
cut Qja a rock near to our watering place; the letters,, which had been 
ojrigin^ly but ill executed, were much defaced. . 

Look as’you goe for ye I'GocOi * 

This 1 conftdered as purporting, “ Look to fouth^ as you go; for the 
“ ifland of Coco,” but the more prevailing opinion amongfl us was, tliat 
it meant, “ Look as you go for the ifland ofCoco;** meaning this iden- 
tical ifland. The defaced charafter after the word ** look” might pofli- 
bly have originally been intended to fignify tlie north, yet as we met with 
no other in its vicinity, it is probable that this latter opinion, was moll 
corre£l; for which rcafon I have adopted the name’ of Cocos for die 
ifland in queflion. 

According to the flcetch made by Mr. Whidbey, the ifland of Cocos 
is about 4. league in circuit, lying in a n.e. and s. w. dire£lion; it is 
about four miles long, and two miles broad, with feveral detached rocks 
and iflets fcattered about its fliorcs ; thole lying off its fouth-weft part ex- 
tend to the greateft diftance, which is nearjy two miles, but they cannot 
be confidered as dangerous becaufe they are fufficiently high to be feeh 
and avoided. The fraall bay in which w’e had anchored at the north-ealt 
end of the ifland is greatly to be preferred to the other wellward of it ; 
for the fraall iflet that lies off its north- welt point adds greatly to its pro- 
tc^ion from the wind and fea. The width of the bay from point to point 
of the two iflets that form each of its extremities is about a mile, in a 
direftion s. 52 e. and n. 52 w., and from this line its extent to the bot- 
tom of tlie bay i;s alfo about a mile ; the foundings are regular from 1 2 
to 50 fathoms, a'nd vcffels may idde very fnugly within lels than half a 
mile of the beach, in about 20 fathoms water, but 'in a lefs depth the 
bottom did not; appear to be fo free from rocks. The weftern bay is 
more extenfiyc and moreexpoJfed, and its foundings are neither fo regu- 
lar, nor is the bottom fo good; but fromjthe abundance and great va- 
riety of vegetable produ6lions that grow clofe to the verge of high water 
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mark in bothljays, it^fhould feem that neither of them are fubjeft to 
very viokni ftprms, or heavy feas. The climate was confidered by us 
as temperate and falubrious, for although the thermometer was ufually 
between 78 and 80, we did not feci that opprelRve heat which we had 
experienced further to the northward; and notwithftanding th^ our 
people were greatly expofed to the heavy rains that fell while tra;m6Hng 
our bufinels on Ihore, yet not the leaft interruption from want of health 
took place, which in various other tropical illands frequently attends- 
die execution of fimilar fervices. 

This, ifland cannot be confidered as having a pleafant appearance in any- 
one i^oiut of view, for although its inland furface is much diverfified by 
hills and valleys ; yet the only low land of any extent that we were certain 
it polTefle? is in the bottom of the two bays, each of which form the 
extremity of one of thefe valleys bounded by craggy precipices, from the 
foot of which extends a narrow ftrip of low flat land that terminates in a 
beach at the water fide, refembling more the dreary profpeft exhibited at 
the heads of the feveral branches of fea we had fo recently explored on the 
coaftof North Weft America, than any thing elfe'I could compare them 
to. Every other part of the fliore feemed to be compofed of fteep, 
broken precipices of rock, of which fubftance the interior of the ifland 

w'cis apparently compofed, as the naked cliffs were frequently feen pro- 
truding their barren fides through the thicket, which otherwife co- 
vered the furface of the ifland. This thicket, fo far as we were enabled 
to afeertain, was chiefly compofed of a great variety of trees of a mo- 
derate fize, wiUi an impenetrable underwood of the vine or fupple jack 
kind, which, oppofed any cxcurfion into the country; fome attempt.? 
were, I believe, made to penetrate thither by the tvater cour.v, but this, 
from rocky precipices and other obftruftions, was found to be equally 
imprafticable ; our knowledge of its produ6lion.s muft confequently be 
confined to our obfefvations on the fmall margin between the woods and 
the fea fhore, the only part that was accefiible to us. In refpe6l of 
its future utility, the firft obje6l of confideration K) maritime people is 
the abundant fupply of water that it affords. This abounds in every part 
of the ifland, and is to be eafily procured at the ftations to which vcflels- 
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Qther putrid or rotten matter, though very heavy rain# had fallen dur- 
ing the time we had been at anchor there, it may reafonably be inferred 
that the larger ilreams of water have a more remote and permanent 
fpurce^an the accidental ftiowers that at this feafon of the year may ^ 
defcend upon the ifland. The foil in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the ftreams that fall into each of the bays is of a poor, loofe, fandy 
nature; but at a little dilbince bdiind the beach, and in the filTures of 
the <roc^, a irich black mould was obferved, apparently capable of 
affording much vegetable nouriihment; and this may alfo be the cgfe in 
Other parts of the ifland, although we had no power of afcertaining the 
ia^. All itSr vegetable produ£lions appeared to -grow luxuriantly, and 
covered the ifland in one intire wildernefs. On the rocky cliffs near the 
fea. fide, whofe uneven furface admitted the growth of vegetables, a 
coarfe kind of grafs is produced, that afforded an excellent retreat for 
die different kinds of fea fowl which reforted thither to rooft and build 
their nefts, or more properly, fpeaking to lay their eggs, as they are at 
fiule pains to form a neff of any defcription. About thefe cliffs grew a 
Very particular kind of tree, fomething like ffie cloth plant 6f the South 
Sea iflands, but much larger ; fome of thefe grow to the height of about 
thirty feet, are of a lightifli coloured bark, free from branches to the 
top, which is fomewhat bufliy, and for that reafon was called by us 
the umbrella tree. There were Ibme few other trees whofe foliage 
ftrongly refembled that of the bread fruit, but as no one of them was in 
bearii^ near the beach, 1 was not able pofitively to determine their fpe- 
cies.. Many of the trees that compofed the forefl;, pfpecially in the inte- 
rior and elevated pans of the ifland, feemed to be of confiderable fize, 
rpreading out into large branches towards their tops, which in point of 
height greatly fiirpaffed the others. I was inclined lio believe that thefe 
trees were of the fame fort with thofe from which we principally obtained 
our fuel, although near' to the fea fide they did not grow fo large as 
on the hills ; Mr. Manby, who moll commonly fuperintended that fer- 
vice, gave me the following account of them. This tree is very generally 
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procbced all aver theifland, its trunk grdws very ftralght to the height , ‘ 7 ‘»^ 
of twenty or thirty feet before it throws out its branches, which are fo t y 
clofe, large, and fpreading, as to afford extremely good (belter againft 
both fun and rain ; the (lems of feveral were capable of fquaring to twelve 
or fourteen inches ; the grain is clofe, fomewhat variegated, and neddilh 
towards the heart ; it yielded to the axe with tolerable eafe, toAhe faw 
it was equally fitted, and, being free from knots, it fplit without much 
labour ; ,hs leaves are of a dark green colour, finooth at the edge, and 
not much unlike the laurel, though rather longer; the feed refembling a 
fmall acorn is borne in clufters. The wood is well calculated for burn- 
ing. Mr. Manby deferibes another fort, (which we cut for fuel alfo^) as 
having a whitifh fmooth bark, growing tall and ftraight, and producing 
but few branches. Its leaf is large, and in (hape refemblmg that of the 
hdrfc-chefhnjt, of a light-green colour, with a velvet furface; it ap- 
peared to be fit for little elfe than fire-wood, and not the moft proper 
even for that purpofe, as it has a thick pith in the center of it that 
occupies a large poruon of the ftem or branches. The wood cs of a 
white clofe grain, fplits readily, but does not burn remarkably well. The 
cocoa-nut trees, which grow not only on the fea-fhore but high up on , 
the fides of the hills, were the only trees we faw that bore any fruit, al- 
though, in one of the rivulets, an unripe guava was picked up, which, 
moft probably, had come from the interior country ; in addition to thefe, 
we noticed an abundance of different forts of ferns, fome of which prof- 
duced a ftem nearly fix inches in diameter, and grew to the height of 
nearly twenty feet ; thefe, as well as I recolleft, were exaftly of the fame 
defeription as thole commonly found in New Zealand. Such were the 
moft general vegetable produftions of this ifland that fell under our ob- 
fervation, to which W’e further added the feeds of apples, peaches, melons, 
pumkins, with beans, peas, <lc. Thefe were fown by Mr. Swaine, 
in a fpot cleared for that purpofe, where he was of opinion they were 
likely to thrive. 

With refpeft to the animal kingdom, filh and fowl feemed to be in 
great abundance, and we entertained hopes -that future vifitors may be- 
nefit by Captain-<!Jolnett’s liberality ; as juft before Mr. Swaine left the 
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iftand a young hog, in very excellent condition* was fcen by him and 
fome of his party, but on his difcovering our people he haftily retreated 
into the thicket. Although at no very great di^nce firom this ifland 
we had feen fuch numbers of turtle, it was Angularly remarkable that 
theri^^'as not . the moll diftant fign of their reforting to thefe Ihores, 
which ^ound^ tvith white and brown ra^s, and vaA numbers of land 
crabs. All the birds of the oceanio tribe, common to the tropical re- 
gions, repaired hither in great flocks, and were by no means bkd eating, 
fiefide: thefe were feen hawks, a fpecies of brown, and white herons, 
rails, a kind : 0f blackbird, and a few others, that chiefly inhabited the 
woods ; which, with fome ducks and teal, were what was obferved 
principally to compofe the feathered race. A great variety and abun- 
dance of excellently-good fllh frequented the Ihores ; lharks alfo were 
very numerous, and the moft bold and voracious I had , ever before 
fee?. • Thefe aflerabled in the bay in large (hoals, conftantly attended 
on ; our boats in all their motions, darting at the oars, and every thing 
that by accident fell, or was thrown overboard. They frequently 
took the . Afli from the hooks before they could be got clear of the 
water, and what was Hill more Angular, when one of their own fpecies 
was fo taken, and they, perceived he could no longer defend* himfelf, he 
was inllantly attacked, torn to pieces, and devoured by his companions, 
whilll -yet alive; and, notwithftanding tliat thefe raonllers fubjefted 
xlicmfelvesirto be greatly annoyed by the harpoons, knives, &c. of our 
people, by which they received many deep wounds, yet even that did 
not deter them from renewing the attack upon the one which was caught, 
until every part of the viftim’s flefh was thus tern from its bones. On 
this occafion we had an opportunity of obferving, that it is erroneous' to 
fuppofe the lhark is under the necelfity of turning on his back for the 
purpofe of taking -his prey, as thefe Iharkitaioft commonly attained their 
objeft without firll turning themfelves, as has been generally believed. 

The general warfare that exifts between fea-faring perfons and thefe 
voracious animals, afforded at Arft a fpecies of amufement to our peo- 
ple, by hooking, or otherways taking one for the others to feafl upon, 
but as this was attended with the ill confequence of drawing immenfe 
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numbers rouild the fhip, and as the boatfwain and one of the young gen- 
tlemen had both nearly fallen a facrifice to this diverfion, by narrowly 
fefcaping from being' drawn out of the boat by an immenfely large (hark, 
which they had hooked, into the midft of at leaft a fcore of thefe vora^us 
animals, I thought proper to prohibit all further indulgence in this fpe- 
cies of entertMhmeht ; which, independently of its being likely to be 
attended with feribus conlequences. Was in itfelf of too cruel a nature to 
be witneiffed without pairr. ' Thefe (harks appeared to be of three dif-’ 
tinft forts; therrioft numerous were of the tyger kind, thefe Were beau- 
tifully (Ireaked down their lides ; the other forts were the brown and the 
blue (harks ; and it was Angularly remarkable, that although they all vo- 
racioufly devoured the two former, yet yfhen one of the latter was caught< 
it remained unmol.e(led by the red, and even when killed, and cut up, 
its fle(h was not eaten by its companions. 

The other kinds of filhes that fell under my notice, befide thofc com- 
mon to the tropical (eas, were two forts of bream, the large fnapper of the 
Weft Indies, a fort of rock fifh, and another kind commonly called yel- 
low tail ; thefe were all very excellent, and took the hook readily ; and to 
thofe who may follow us, and (land in need of refrelhments, they may 
prove a moft defirable refource ; and there can be little doubt but that per- 
fons under fuch circumftances would foon fall upon fome expedient, to 
evade the inconvenience to which they might be liable from the extreme 
vigilance of the (harks. Nor is it improbable, that on a more minute 
examination, the furface of this little ifland may be found to produce 
many articles of refrelhment ; but as we did not (land much in need of 
any, excepting the neceflhry article of water, our attention was undirefted 
to fuch inquiries, being Wholly engrolfed in ufing every poflTiblc means of 
difpatch in providing ourfelves with thofe few particulars with which we 
could not difpenfe. , 

We happily ftood in no great need of fearching for refrelhments at any 
great diftance from the (hores of the ifland ; for, excepting that I conti- 
nued to be in a very feeble and debilitated date, there was not oh 
board either of the velTels a (ingle individual who was not in the 
higheft health iriiaginable. In cbhfequence bf the indifpofitibn under 
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which I had fo long l^ibQured, I was only able to go' once cm Ihore in 
each of the bays, or I ntight poffibly have acquired, more knowledge re» 
fpefling this fmall though valuable fppt of lat^. T*he comfort we derived 
fircKTi tile water Vnd the few other fupplies. there obtained juftly injitled it 
to odi^onhderation ; and as from its fituation it i$ not unlikely that it 
may beftome a place of importance to thofe whofe ^urfuits may dire£l them 
to this part of the pacific ocean, I* truft I ihairbe excufed for having 
dwelt fo long on a fubjefl which I could not but regard as deferving at- 
tention ; not only as far as it rcfpe6ls the produflions of the ifland, but 
alfoto {hew, tha^t th&ddqription of the ifland of Cocos given by Dampier 
from the obfervation^ of others, and that dated by Lionel Wafer from 
Ills own, are either extremely inapplicable to its prefent circumftances 
and appearance, or have reference to fome other ifland in its neighbour- 
hood. It is much to be regretted that Dampier had. not himfelf 
vifited this ifland, as from the great accuracy of moft of the obfervations 
made by that judicious traveller, few doubts could have arilen concerning 
the identity of the ifland he meant to defcribe. I am more inclined to at- 
tribute this deviation from the ; truth to mifreprefentation, than to any 
, other caule, from our haying acquired a tolerably competent knowledge 
of that part of the ocean between the ^th and 6th degrees of north lati- 
tude, for at lead 4 degrees of longitude to the wedward of the ifland in 
quedion, in which fpace there is not much likelihood of there being any 
Other ifland. 

For the purpofe of commemorating our vifit to the ifland of Cocos, I 
direfled that the date of our arrival, with the names of the veflels and 
the commanders, fliould be cut on the fame rock where the other infcrip- 
tion was found ; the two former I underdood wa§ executed, but it Teems 
that fome obdacle arofe to prevent the infertion of the latter. The 
reafons before dated for fyippofing that this ifland may hereafter prove 
ufeful to thofe who may. trayerfe thefe feaa,. demanded that the utmod 
attention fhould be paid to<the .fixing with racy its true pofition. By 

ithq refult of all our obfervations, compr^ending 152 fets, taken between 
the 29th of december 1794, and the i6th of January 1705 ; and 154 fets 
taken afterwards between the 28th of January, andthe rothof february 
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following, the longitude of the anchorage deduced thus from thefe 306 
fets of lunar dUtances from the fun and ftars, each fet as ufual containing v. 
(ix obfervations, appeared to be as follow: 

The mean of 37 fets on both fides before our arrival by 


Mr. Whidbey, 272* 54/46' 


Ditto 

37 

ditto 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 273 i 43 

Ditto 

37 

ditto 

ditto 

Mr. Manby, 273 ^3 3 

Dittq 

38 

ditto 

ditto* 

Mr, Orchard, 273 4 58 

Diteo 

3 

ditto 

ditto 

Myfelf, 273 2 55 

Ditto 

32 

ditto after 

our departure Myfelf, 273 8 42 

Ditto 

34 

ditto 

ditto 

Mr. .Whidbey, 273 10 38 

Ditto 

35 

ditto 

ditto 

Mr. Baker, 273 1 4 55 

Ditto 

• 

25 

ditto 

ditto 

Mr. Manby, 272 53 15 

Ditto 

27 • 

ditto 

ditto 

Mr. Orchard, 273 21 53 


The mean’ of the whole 306 fets colleftively taken, and 
reduced to the anchorage by Arnold^s No. 14, according to 
its new rate, (hewed the true longitude to be - 273 5 34 

From this authority, and from feveral fets of altitudes of 
the fun carefully taken whilftin the bay, Ae errors and rates 
of the chroaometers were found to be as follow : 

Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time at Greenwich at hoon 
on the 27 th of January 1795, - - - 5** 41^ 3^20^ 

And to be gaining per day on mean time at the rate of 20 2 

Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich at fame 
time, - • - - - -i 12 11 18 20 

And to be gaining per day on mean time, - 41 5 

Kendall’s faft of mean time ^ Greenwich at fame time, 10 21 19 20 

And to be gaining per day on mean time - 21 35 

The latitude by twenty meridional altitudes of the fun 
and fea horizon, by the back oblervation taken by five 
different obfervers with different inftruments, and varying 
from 5* 33* to 5* 37* 2©", (hewed die mean rduk w be 5* 35' 12" 
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7 45 eaftwardly. 

19 “ 4 / 

. 20 17 - 

19 17 

19 40 


j‘795* The longitude according to the Monterrey rate was, 

By Arnold’s chronometer. No. 14, - - 273" 36' 40" 

Ditto ditto 176, “ - V 274 47 55 

And by Kendall’s, - - , - • “ 274 55 lO- 

/Ry which it appeared that No. 14 was 31' 5", No. 

1 20", and Kendall’s chronometer, 1* 49^ 35" 
to the eaftward of the true longitude. 

The variation of the compafs by four fets of azi- 
muths differing from 8“ 14' to 7® 21', Ihewed the mean 
refult to be 

The vertical inclinatictm of the magnetic needle. 

Marked End, North Face Eaft, 

Ditto ditto Well, 

Ditto South Face Eaft, 

Ditto ditto Weft, 

Mean inclination of the north point of the magnetic dipping 
needle, - - - - - - 19 45 

The rife and fall of the tides were, by the fliore, found to be very con- 
fiderable and regular twice in the twenty-four hours without any appa- 
rent ftream, and were not in the leaft influenced by the currents. The 
night tides appeared to be the higheft, and were eftimated to rife nearly 
ten feet perpendicularly, though the furf was too high to admit of any 
correfl raeafu remen t;? The time of high water was pretty clearly afeer- 
tained to be about 2** 10' after the moon palfes the meridian. 

Having, as before ftated, put to fea from the ifland of Cocos, on the 
evening of the 27th of January, and having no intention of flopping ftiort 
of the ifland of Juan Fernandez, or f eme pout on the coaft of Patagonia, 
for the purpofe of again recruiting our water and ftore of fire- wood, the 
fhip’s courfe was direSed fouthwardly, but with fo gentle a breeze during 
the night, that although we had all fail fet, yet, in the morning of the 
Wednef. a8. 28th, the ifland Continued in fight until about nine in the forenoon, 
when it bore by compaj^ ^^*3° diftant forty-fix ipiles ; fliortly after 
this, time we loft fight of it, not from its being beneath the horizon, but 
from its being obfeured by clouds and an b^zinefs in^the (atmolphere. At 
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noon the obferved latitude was 4*'43', the longitude 273® 17' ; by which 
it appeared that, fincfe quitting our anchorage, a current had fet us in a 
dire6lion s. 12 e., eighteen miles. In the afternoon fuch immenfe flioal^ 
of Hfhes were playihg about on the furface of the water as to be miflahim 
at firft for breakers. During the night the wind was very light •from 
the weftward, and oft the following morning the weatlier was ca^, with 
very heavy rain ; but in the forenoon, although the atmofphere continued 
very gloomy, we procured the neceffary obfervations to fhcw the latitude 
to be 3“ 29^ the longitude 273® 25, whence we appeared to have been 
fet by a current 46 miles, in a direftion s.5 e. ; a few tunics were this 
day about the Ihip, fome of whiph were taken. In the afternoon we had 
a light breeze variable between the eaft and s. s. e., with which we flood 
to the fouth- weftward ; the night was nearly calm with very heavy rain, 
but the next morning we had again a fouth-eafterly breeze with foinc rain, 
which in the forenoon ceafed, and permitted us to obferve the latitude at 
noon to be 2® 35', which was 30' to the fouth of what was (hewn by the 
log. With a moderate breeze, varying between s. by w. and s. £. we 
flood on fuch tacks, as would enable us to make the beft of our way to 
the fouthward, and at noon on the 31ft the obferved latitude was 2® 11', 
the longitudte 272° 12', from which it appeared that the current during 
the laft twenty-four hours had fet us 12 miles to the fouth, and from the 
29^ at noon 41 miles to the weftward. Since leaving the ifland of 
Cocos we had obferved many riplings on the water, and had experienced . 
an uncomfortable irregular fwell from the fouthward. On the ift of 
february the weather became more pleafant, and the wind at s. s. e, blew 
fo fteady a breeze, that ^ concluded we had at length reached the regular 
trade wind. In the forenoon we paffed by fome fea weed and drift wood, 
a cocoa nut, and a flick of fugar cane about nine feet long; all of which, 
excepting the former, appeared to have been ho great length of time in 
the water. The ohferVed latitude at noon was 1® 31', longitude 270® 26' ; the 
former agreed exaftly with the log, but by the latter we appeared to have 
been fet fince the preceding noon 10 miles in a weft direftion. The vaft 
numbers of fifh tl^at ftill attended us afforded us a very profitable amufe- 
ment, and many birds were ftill about us. Tlie wind which now hung 
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far to the fouth, obliged us to make a much more wefterly courfe than 1 
w, cpuld have wiOied, as I had entertained hopes of being able to pais 

near enough to the Gallipagos» iflands to have had an opportunity of 
mc^taining their true ittuation ; but as tlie wefternmoft of them are faid 
to binder the meridian of tlie iiland of Cocos, which was now nearly 
three degrees to the eailward of us, the chance of fucceeding in this ex- 
peflation was now fo little, that I ,gave up every idea of accompliih- 
ing that obje6l. * • 

Land was difcovered on monday forenoon to the w. s. w. ; it tWn ap- 
peared to be a very fmall iiland, which at noon bore by compafs s. 72 w., 
8 or 9 leagues diilant. As our obferved latitude was 1® 26', longitude 
268“ 43', and the variation of the compafs 8® .eaftwardly, we appeared to 
have been fet in the courfe of the laft twenty-four hours 10 miles to the* 
nordi, and 28 miles to the weilward. The influence of this current fel- 
ting to the w. N. w. was very perceptible, for although with a light air 
of wind during the afternoon our courfe was direfted to the fouth-weft- 
ward, yet fo rapidly were we driven in the above dirc6lion of the cur- 
rent, that, at fun-fet, this iiland bore by compafs s. 46 w., and another 
iiland, which had been difcovered about an hour and an half before, 
bore, at the fame time, n. 72 w, During tlie night we had a light 
breeze from the s.s.w,, with which we Hood to the s.e. ; but fo far were 
Tuerday 3. from Hemming the current, that, at day-light on the following mot^p- 
ing, the firil of thefe iflands bore by compafs s. 68 e., diilant 6 leagues, 
and the fecond n. 17 w., 12, miles diilant. A.t fuch a rate had we been 
driven by the current between thefe iflands, that, notwithftanding we 
ufed every endeavour to preierve our ilation |?y Leeping as the wind 
veered on the moil advantageous tacks, yet, at noon, the firil iiland bore 
by compafs e. by s., at the diilance of 9 leagues,; and the other n.n.e. ^ e., 
at the diilance of 17 miles. In this fltuation the^ obferved latitude was 
1® 28', longitude 267*49', by which the current appealed’ to have fet us, 
fince the preceding day at noon, ten miles tp the.uQrth^^ and fifty miles to 
the weilward. ^ . ; / , . , . , 

In pafling between thefe iflands, which lie from each| other N.42 w. 
and 8. 42 at the diilance of twenty-one nvies, -we bbferved neither 
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danger nor obftruftioh; the fouthernrhoft, which is the largeft, did not 
appear to exceed four miles in circuit, and the norfhcrnmoft about half 
a league ; the former is fitua'ted iri latit!fill i® 22' 30", and longitude 26^ 
16'. Its north-weftern fide forms a kind of long faddle hill, the nnjth- 
ern part of which is highefl: in the middle, and flioots out into a low 
point, which at firft fight was confidered by us to be an iflet, 'hut was 
afterwards believed to be united. A fmall peaked neck or diet lies off 
its foutlj-weft fide, which, like all the other parts of it, excepting that 
towards tKe north, is compofed of perpendicular naked rocky cliffs. On 
the low nOrth-weft part we faw what we fuppofed to be trees, but we 
were by no means certain, for the ifland in general prefented to us a very 
dreary and unproduflivc appearance. The northerninoll ifland rofe in 
naked clrffs from the fea, off which are two fmall iflets, or rocks ; that on 
it^ eaft fide is remarkable for its flat table top, and for its being perfo- 
rated nearly in the middle. The fituation of thefe iflands, the eaflern- 
mofl being nearly 5® to the weftward of the meridian of the ifland of Co- 
cos, gave us at firfl reafon to fuppofe them a new difeovery, and not a 
part of the group of the Gallipagos, as all the ancient accounts agree in 
placing the Cocos due north from the wefternmofl of that clufler of. 
iflands ; but when we took into confideration the very rapid currents by 
which we had been controlled, they eafily accounted for errors to which 
other navigators muft neceflarily have been fubjefted, who have not, like 
ourfelves, been fo well provided with the means of afeertaining the full 
cfTeft 0 their influence ; which had, fince our leaving that ifland, pro- • 
duced a difagreement of upwards of two degrees of longitude in our dead 
reckoning. The decifion of this point remained, therefore, to be deter- 
mined by our further progrefs to the fouth ; for, in the event of the firft 
or fouthernmoft, being Wenman’s ifland, and the moft northern, that 
called Culpepper’s ifland, the northernmoft of that group of iflands, lit- 
tle doubt was^^e^r^’ned of our meeting with more of them in purfuing 
our fouthern courfe ; in doing which We were not vc^y expeditious the 
two fucceeding days, as the ‘wind between s. s.w. and s.s. e. was very 
variable in point' of ftrength ; and although we endeavoured to take every 
advantage it afforded, fo little progrefs did we make againft the adverfe 
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current, that, on the 5th, the moft foutheiti thefe two iflands was fiill 
I. -v^L in and at noon bore by compafs k. 31 w., diilant 8 or 9 leagues. 

obferved latitude at thij;#ne was 59', longitude 268*27, by the 
d6d reckoning 271*24' ; having, in the iaft twenty>(four hours, b.een let 
by tm current (even miles to the north, and forty<eight miles to the weft« 
ward. As we were now approaching the equator, and as the Tea was to* 
lerably fmooth, fbme further t^fervations were made on the vertical in* 
clination of the magnetic needle, vduch (hewed *, 


The marked end North hice Eaft, • • 7* 9 

Ditto ditto Weft, * *83 

. Ditto South (ace Eaft, < - 7 28 

Ditto ditto Weft, • • 7 

Mean inclination, * • > • 7 28 ' 


. ' 

The variation of the compafs, at the fame time, > 8 , eaftwardly* 

We advanced fo flowly from thefe iflands, that at fun-fet the fouthem* 
moft of them was ftill within our view, bearing by compafs n. 12 w. 
The wind was moilly at s. s.w. during the night, with this we ftood to 
Frkiiy 6. the fouth-eaftward, and at day-light on friday morning difcovered a more 
extenfive land than the t\yo iflands we had juft paffed, bearing by com* 
pafs from s. lo e. to s.35 e. This land appeared to be very lofty, to 
be at a confiderable diflance from us, and to be divided into three or 
more iflands ; but as we approached it the left elevated parts were feen 
to be connefted, fo that, in the forenoon, it feemed to be only divided in- 
to two portions, and even this divifion was rendered doubtful, as >|pdrew 
nearer to it, by the low land riling to view until about noon, when the 
whole extended by compafs from s. 42 e. to s.t-io e., with a detached 
rock s. 2 w. In this iituation the obferved latitude was 28' north, the 
longitude 268*32' ; having been fet, in the Iaft twenty.four hours, by the 
current twenty-rfix' miles to the weftvrard. This; however, appeared to 
have taken place in the early part of that day, as%fi/. 4 e oUr having 
made the land in the morning, we had -approached it with a light 
breeze, without having appaxeatly been inHuenced by any current 
whatever. , * • 
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In the afternoon a plea&nt breeze fprang up from the fouth-Vrcftvt^ard, ‘Ws; 
with which we ftood clofe-hauled in for the land, and before fun-j^t faw 
very plainly, that what we had for fome hours before confidered to be twf/^ 
iflands, was all connefted by depreffed land on which was a hummn^, 
that had alfo appeared like a fmall illand; and beyond this low land, at tc 
confiderable diftaiice to the fouthward, was feen an extenlive lofty table 
mountain. The land immediately beforeius formed alfo towards^its eaft- 
ern extrefttity a (imilar table mouatafhi; arid towards its weftern point a 
very regular fhaped round mountain,, which, though not of equal height 
to the others, was yet of confiderable' elevation, and in this point of view 
feemed to defcend with great uniformity. The eaftermnoft, terminating 
in a low point with fome fmall hummocks upon it, at fix in the evening 
bore by eOmpaft S.47E.; the wefternmoft, which terminated more abr 
rpptly, 13 w. ; and the detached rock, which is fteep, with a flat top, 
s. 71 w. The whole of this conriefted land appeared now to form an 
extenfive lofty traft ; and as I had no intention of flopping, the objetl 
for confideration was, on which fide we fliould be moft likely to make the 
heft paflage ? The fouth-weft wind from its fteadinefs, and the ap- 
pearance of the weather, feemed to be fixed in that quarter, and as we . 
ajjproached the fliore vre found a ftrong current letting to windward ; I 
therefore did not hefitate to ufe our endeavours to pafs to the weftward- 
of this ifland, which under all circumftances appeared to me to be the 
beft plan to purfue. 

We drew in with the ifland until about nine at night, when we were • 
within about a league of its ftiores, and finding that the windward current 
was the ftrongeft near to the land, the night was employed in making fhort: 
trips between the ftiores of the ifland and the flat rock before mentioned,, 
frequently trying for foundings with 100 fiithoms of line without fuccels. 

The next morning we were nearly up with the weftem extremity of the Saturday 7, 
ifland, and as*«j^weather was fair and pleafant with a very gentle breeze 
of wind, I wiftiTO, whilft the fliip was turnhig up along fliore, to acquire 
fome knowledge 9f what the country confifted, and for that purpofe im- 
mediately after breakfaft Mr. Whidbey, accompanied by Mr. Meniies, 
was difpatched with orders to land fomewhere to the fouthward of the 

weftern 



A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


3B2 

Febm^ weftern extremity of die land then in fight, which had been named Cape 
Berkeley. The part of the ifland we were now oppofite to, and that 
\^which we were near to the preceding evening forming its north-weftern 
ltde, either (hoots out into long, low black points, or terminates in abrupt 
dim of no great height, without any appearance of affording anchorage 
or fhelter for (hipping*. The furf broke on every part of the Ihores with ^ 
much violence, and the country w’ore a very dreary defolate afped, being 
deftituteof wood, and nearly fo of verdure to a confiderable diftance 
from the fea fide> until -near the fummit of the mountains, and particu- 
larly on that which formed nearly the north-weftern part of the ifland ; 
where vegetation, though in no very flourifhing ftate, had exiftence. 

The obferved latitude at noon, being then within 4 or 5 miles of its 
(hores, was 7^' north, the longitude 268“ 294'' ; which fituation the 
deep flat rock, called Rodondo rock, bore by com pa Is n. 26W.; the 
eaflernmoft part of the ifland now in fight, n. 78 e., and cape Berkeley 
in a line with more diftant land, fuppofed by us to be another ifland, 
fouth. As we advanced, the regular round mountain aflumed a more 
peaked ftiape, and defcending with fome inequalities, terminated at the 
north-weft extremity in a low barren rocky point, fituated according to 
our obfcrvations in latitude 2' north, 268" 30' eaft. From it the deep 
flat rock lies n. 2 w., diftant miles ; and the fhores of the north- well 
fide of the ifland, fo far as we traced them, took a direftion about n. 50 e. 
fixteen miles ; the wind for tlie moft part of the day continued light and 
variable between the weft and s.w., but with the help of the current 
which dill continued to run in our favour, we pafled in the afternoon to 
the fouth of cape Berkeley, from whence the fhores to the fouthward of 
that point take a rounding turn to the eaft ward, and (hoot out into low 
rocky points. The interior country exhibited the moft fhattered, broken, 
and confufed landfcape I ever beheld, feemingly as if formed of the 
mouths of innumerable craters of various heights a^ 4 ^^differcnt fizes. 
This opinion was confirmed about five in the aftcrnoon'pn the return of 
Mr. Whidbey and bis partyv from whom I Underdo^, that about 2 
leagues to the eaft fou^-eaft ward of cape Berkeley, a bay had been 
ddcpv^cd round a very .remarkable hummock, which feemed likely to 

afford 
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afford tolerably good anchorage' and fhel ter from the prevailing winds; *795* 
but as Mr. Whidbey had little time to fpare, and as the fhores afforded ■ * 

neither fuel nor frcfh water, he \vas not very particular in this exannina> 
tion, but endeavoured to gain fome knowledge concerning the gener;dy 
produftions of the country. During the fhort time the gentlemen were fo 
^employed on Chore, thofe remaining in the boat, with only two hooks and 
lines, nearly loaded her with exceedingly fine fifh, fufficicnt for ourfelves, 
and fome to fpare for the Chatham. Our t^inion, that this part of the 
ifland had been greatly fubjeft to volcanic eruptions, appeared by this 
vifit to have been well founded ; fince it fhould feem, that it is either 
indebted for its elevation above the furface of the ocean to volcanic 
powers, or that at no very remote period it had been fo profufely 
covered with volcanic matter, as to render its furface incapable of more 
th^n the bare exiflence of vegetables ; as a few only were found to be 
produced in the chafms or broken furface of the lava, of which the fub- 
flratum of the whole ifland feemed to be compofed. Inflead of the dif- 
ferent fpecies of turtles which are generally found in the tropical, or 
equatorial regions, thefe (bores, however lingular it may feem, abounded 
with that defeription of thofe animals which are ufually met with in the 
temperate zones, bordering on the arftic and antarftic circles ; the 
penguin and feals alfo, fome of which latter I underftood were of that 
tribe which are conlidered to be of the fur kind, were feen, as likewife 
fome guanas and fnakes; thefe, together with a few birds, of which in 
point of number the dove bore the greateft proportion, were what ap- 
peared principally to compofe the inhabitants of this ifland; with 
which, from its very uncommoii appearance, I was very defirous to have 
become better acquainted; but we had now no time to fpare for fuch an 
inquiry, nor fhould I indeed have been able perfonally to .have indulged 
my curiofity, as I ftill continued to labour uiider a very indifferent ftate 
of health, whicjiildn feveral other infiances had deprived me of limilar 
gratifications. "V 

At fun-fet the^eep flat rock bore by compafs- Nt 5 w., and the land in 
fight from N. 56 w. to s. 9 e. ; the former, being the nortft-weft point of 
the ifland^ and ^ latter> . land that was> ftated at noon to be in a line 

with 
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*795' ^ith k, RiU at a conliderable diilance from us ; both of which feemed to 
i form very projefting points, from whence the Ihores retired far to the 

Nsaftward ; but whether only a deep bay was thus formed, or whether the 
. was here divided into two feparate iilands, our diftance was too 
great to detier^ine. 

In the evening the wind frefliened- from the s. s.w., with which we 
plied to the fouthward, and having ^11 the ftream in our favor, we kept 
near the fliore ‘where the current continued to be the ftrongell. At 
midnight this breeze was fucceeded by a calm, which lafted until day- 
light the next morning, when, with a light breeze, and the alliftance of 
the current, we made feme progrefs along fhore. As we advanced, 
lapd further diftant, and apparently detached, was difeovered to the 
S.S.E. ; at noon the obferved latitude was i8^' fouth, the longitude 268'^ 
23' ; in this fituation we were oppofite to the land mentioned the pre- 
ceding day at noon. This takes a circular form, and fhoots. into feveral 
fmall low projeSing points. From the moft confpicuous of thefe, called 
cape Douglas, the adjacent fliores take on one fide a north-eaftwardly, 
and on the other a foutherly, dire£lion. The above, being the nearell 
(hore, bore by compafs n. 78 e., dillant five miles ; the fouthemmoft part 
of this land in fight s. 39 e. ; the weft point of the laft-difCovered de- 
tached land, which is named Chriftopher’s point, s. 28E-; and cape 
Berkeley n. 14 w. The land we were now abreaft of bore a ftrong 
refcmblancc to that fecn the preceding day, equally barren and dreary 
towards the fea-fide, but giving nouriftiraent to a few fcattered vegeta- 
ble. produ£lions on the more elevated part, which rofe to a table moun- 
tain of confiderable height and magnitude, apd is the fourth moun- 
tain of this table-like form of which this land is compofed. 

The wind, during the afternoon and night, blew a gentle breeze from 
the fouthward, but as we continued to be affifted by the current fetting 
to windtvard, we mad^/fotne progrefs in that dircftlonji^d were fuffi- 
Mondayj. ciently to the fouthward the next morning to afeertaih pretty clearly 
that the laft-difcovered Jat|d, now bearing, s. 54 e., diftatv^p league.s, was 
diftinfl from the fecond difeovered land, or ifland.^ and that its weftern 
part, Chriftppher’s pointi Uo} from , the fouth point of the fecond-difeo- 
2 vered 
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vered land, which is called cape Hamond, s. 13 e,, at the diftance of 
twenty miles. 

Ihus concluded our examination of thele fhores, which proved to be^ 
thofe of the Gallipagos iflands. The wind now fecmed to be fettled in 
the fouth-eaftern quarter, blowing a Heady plcafant gale; and as^ the 
weather was fine, we were once more flattered with the pleafing hopes of 
having at length reached the regular, fouth-eaft trade wind; we therefore 
made the»befl; of our way to the Ibuth-weftward with all fail fet, and at 
noon obferved we were in latitude 44' fouth. The longitude by the feveral 
chronometers, agreeably to their rates as afeertained at the ifland of 
Cocos, was by Arnold’s No. 14, - - 267® 54' 30" 

Ditto 176, ‘ - - 2G7 52 45 

Kendall’s, ... 267 ^2 30 

but by the dead reckoning it appeared to be - 272 2 o 

The variation of the furv eying com pals was 8® eaftwardly, and the 
vertical inclination of the marine dipping needle was 

Marked End, North Face Eaft, ... 2® 50' 

Ditto ditto Weft, - - - 2 45 

Ditto South Face Eaft, - * - 2 30 

Ditto ditto Weft, - - - 2 30* 

Mean inclination of the north point of the marine dipping needle, 2 29 
The very exaft correfpondence of the longitude by the chronometers, 
and which had uniformly been the cafe ever fincc our departure from the 
ifland of Cocos, induced me to believe, that at leaft the relative pofition 
in point of longitude of that ifland with thefc would be found coirc6't; 
and I truft, that the mejns adopted to afeertain the longitude of tlic for- 
mer, will not be found liable to any material e»ror. 

On reference to the relative pofition of the land to which our attention 
had been dire6led fince the 6th of this month, the delineation i>f its Ihores 


• 795 - 

February. 


from our obl^j^tiOns, will be found to bear a very linking rcfemblancc to 
that of the weMinmoft of the Gallipagos, as laid down in Captain Cook * 
general chart f^and although the fituation of Wenman’s ifland does not 
corre6llv agree, vet tlie correfpondence of the larger portions of tlie land 

Vo., in. sD wi-h 
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wiili the above chart, is doubtlefs a further confirmation of their being the 
fame as is therein intended to be reprefented ; from whence 1 fliould fup- 
^ofe, * that the firft and third portions of land feen by us conftkuted 
Albemarle ifland, and that the fecood was Narborough’s ifland. Thele 
namp were given by the Buccaneers, as alfo that of Rodondo rock to the 
fteep flat rock, and Chriftopher’s point to the weft point of the third land ; 
and under this perfuafioh, this is the fouth-weft point of Marlborough 
ifland, which is fituated according to our obfervations in latitude 50' 
fouth, longitude 268“ 34' eaft. 

From thefe conclufions, all the objefts I had had in view in fleering this 
fouth-eaftwardly courfe from Monterrey appeared to have been accom- 
plifhed; fince I had not entertained the moftdiftant intention of flopping, 
to make furveys or correft examinations of any iflands we might-fcc. But 
as the fituation of thofe which were lying not far out of our track had 
been varioufly reprefented, I anxioufly wifhed to obtain fuch information 
as would place this matter out of all difpute for the future ; and having 
been enabled to effeft this purpofe to my fatisfa8ion, it, was fome recorn- 
pence for the very irkfome and tedious paflage we had experienced in 
confequence of the light baffling winds that had conftantly attended us 
after we had pafTed cape Corientes ; fince which time, to our flation this 
day at noon, our progrefs upon an average had not been more than at 
die rate of 10 leagues per day. 

. I fliall now proceed to ftate, what little more occurred to my knowledge 
or obfervation refpefting that part of the Gallipagos iflands that wc were 
now about to leave. The climate appeared to be Angularly temperate 
I'or an equatorial country. Since our departure from the ifland of 
Cocos the mercury in tfie^itliermometer had feldom rifen above 78, and 
for the three preceding days it had moftly been between the 74th and 
76th degree; the atmofphere felt light and exhilarating, and the wind 
which came chiefly from the fouthern quarter was very cot^and refrefh- 
ing. The Ihores appeared to be fteep and bold, free fromflfhoals or hid- 
den dangers ; fome riplings were obferved, which at firft wjere fuppofed to 
be occaftoned by the former, but as foundings were not gained when we 
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were in them, thefc riplings were attrihuted to the meeting of currents. , 

The lofty mountains of which this land is principally compofed, except- 
ing that which forms its north-wefltern part, app|p,red to us in genertti to 
defeend witli much regularity from a nearly flat or tabic fummit, and to 
terminate at the bafe in projefting points on very low level land ; fo that, 
at a diftance, each of thefe mountains appeared to form a diilinft ifland. 

'rhis circumflance may probably have given rife to the different ftatements 
of former vifitors concerning the number of this group iof iflands ; all of 
them however agree in their affording great ftorcs of refrefliment in the 
land and fea turtles, in an abundance of moft excellent fifh of feveral 
forts, and in great numbers of wdld fowl. Our having feen but few tur- 
tles whilft in the neighbourhood of thefe iflands, is no proof that thefe 
-wj ijmals j tlo not refort thither ; for in the fea we faw neither fcals nor pen- 
guini^ yet the fhores were in a manner covered with them ; and in addi- 
tion to tills, the parts of the coaft that were prefented to our view, con- 
fifted principally of a broken rugged rocky fubftance, not eafily acceffi- 
ble to the fea turtle, which moft commonly, and particularly for the 
purpofc of depofiting its eggs, reforts to Tandy beaches. With refpeft to 
fifli, we had ample proof of their abundance, and of the eafe with which 
they are *to be taken; but in regard of that great defidcratum, frefh 
’ water, fome affert that the iflands afford large ftreams, and even rivers ; 
whilft others ftate them to poffefs only a very fcanty portion, or to be 
nearly deftitute of it. This however is but of little importance, as, 
from their vicinity to the ifland of Cocos, where perpetual fprings 
feem to water every part of that ifland, vefl'els Handing in need of 
a fupply, may eafily, procure a fufficient quantity for all purpofes ; 
and fince we faw in their neighbourhood many whales which we 
conceited to be of the fpermaceti kind, it is not unlikely that thefe 
fliores may become places of defirable refort to adventurers engaged in 
taking thofe animals. Notwithflanding that our vifit did not af- 
ford an opporirnity for difeovering the moft eligible places to whieh 
veffels might repair; it nevcrthelefs, by afeertavning the aftual fituatlon 
of the weftern fide of the group, has rendered the talk of procuring fuch 

3 D 2 information 



388 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


F information more eafy to thofe, who may wifti to benefit by the advan- 

• tages thefe iflands may be found to furnifli. 

I fhall now take my l^ve of the Gallipagos iflands, and with them alfo 
of the north pacific ocean, in which we had pafled the laft three 
years. 


CHAPTER 
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Proceed to the fouthward — The Difcciuery Jprings her rtiain-majl — Scurvy 
makes jets appearance — Pafs the i (lands of Majfafuero add yuan Fernan~ 
dez — Arrive at Valparaifo — Vifit St. Jago^ the capital of Chili. 
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X taking our final leave of the north pacific ocean, I could not avoid ^ Febr uary. ^ 
feeling fome regret in refiefting, that although I was convinced we bad ’ 

very effeflually delineated its eallern fliores, yet that the geography of a 
very large portion of tliat coaft which gives bounds to its weftern limits, 
ftill remained very itnperfe6lly, and indeed almoft intirely, unknown to 
Europeans. The examination of thefe parts however had not formed an 
objeft of ihfe prefent expedition ; nor could we, without a complete re-equip- 
hient of both velfels in fome eftabliflied arfenal, have, undertaken a fervice 
of that nature with any reafonable profpeft of fuccefs, had it been within 
the limits of my commilfion. The length of time we had now been ab- 
fent from our native foil, the unpleafant intelligence we had recently re- 
ceived of the ftate of Europe, and the defire we had t)f adding our little 
ftrength to the means ^adopted for the refloration of good order and 
tranquillity at home, all combined to reconcile us to any difappointment 
which the thirft for exploring or difeovering new countries might have in- 
fpired/; and operated to fatisfy our minds as to the nccefiity of making 
tlit/Dcfl of our way towards thofe regions, where our fervices in another 
line of duty might polfdtly be more acceptable to our country. 

Our progicls however was not equal to ,Qur willies, for by the Wcducf. i». 
1 ith at noon we had only reached the latitude of 2° 3' fouth, when 
the vertical inclination of tlte magnetic needle was obferved to be. 

Marked 



30 


A VOYAGE OP DESCOVERY 


* 795 - 

Fcbruar\\ 



Marked End, North Face Eaft,* 
Ditto Ditto Weft, 

Ditto South Face Eaft, 

Ditto Ditto Weft, 


0*40' 
o 30 
o 30 
o 20 


Mean inclination of the north point - o 30 

The variation of the compafs at this time was 7 45caftwardly. 

The wind between s. e. and e.s.e, blew a fteady but Very gentle 
breeze, and altKough the atmofphere was moftly free from- clouds, yet 
the weather was temperate and pleafant ; the thermometer night and day 
i hurfJayis. remaining between 75 and 76. On thurfday in the afternoon the ver- 
tical inclination of the magnetic needle was found to be asunder; 
Marked End, North Face Eaft, - 

Ditto Ditto Weft, - 1 38 

Ditto * South Face Eaft, - 1 40, 

Ditto Ditto Weft, - 1 ^7 

Mean inclination of the^M^A^otn^, - 1 32 

The variation of the compafs, - 7 50 eaftwardly. 

The fame light winds with pleafant weather continued until the fol- 
lowing day, svhen, after about ten hours calm, a breeze fprangup from 
Friday 13. the s. E., w’hich gradually increafed, and the next day at noon the lati- 
tude was obferved to be 4® 15' fouth, longitude 265“ 15'. The vertical 
inclination of tlie marine dipping needle was as follows : 


Marked End, North Face Eaft, - 5* 37' 

Ditto Ditto Weft, - 5 32 

Ditto South Face Eaft, - 5 55 

Ditto Ditto Weft, - ' 63 

Mean inclination of the fouth point, - 5 

And the variation of the compafs, - 9 7 eaftwardly. 


Since our departure from the Gallipagos iflands we had felt the influ- 
ence of a current letting to the weftward, though this did not appeaF to 
be of great ftrength, as the error of the dead reckoning in longitude to 
this lituation in tlie ocean had not increafed more than a degree. 

The extremely bad failing of the Chatham had, throughout this voyage, 
very naaterially retarded the progrefs of our labours, l^ut fmee our laftj 

departure 
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departure from Monterrey the evil feemed to have much inereafed ; and . »79s- 

confidering that our operations to the fouthward might acquire fome ' y—Ili 

advanrement from our preceding her, I informed Mr. Puget, that I fhould 
make the beft of my way with the Difcovcry towards the ifland of Juan 
Fernandez ; and in the event of his not arriving there before our de- 
parture, he was provided with further inftruftions, which, with fuch as I 
might leave for him at that flation, would be fufficient for his future 
government. After having made thefe neceflary arrangdnents, we made 
all fail in the Difeovery with a pleafant fteady gale from the s. s. e. 

Many oceanic birds and numbers of filhes ftill attended us, and wc were 

now and then fortunate in taking fome of the latter. By the evening 

the Chatham was a confiderable diftance aftern, and by the ne.xt forenoon Monday 16. 

imu;p|y -gilt of fight from the maft-head; fo that the diftance we had 

gainwl of her in twenty-four hours could not be much fhort of 5 

leagues. 

Our progrefs now was not only very expeditious, but very plealant ; 
the wind blew a fteady gale between e. s. e. and s. s. e. ; the fea abound- 
ed with a great variety of fifties, and was remarkably fmooth ; the wea- 
ther, alternately clear and cloudy, with fome flight ftiowers of rain, was 
very temperate and agreeable, the thermometer Handing between 75 and 
77. On faturday in fouth latitude 12® 43', longitude by 

Arnold’s No. 14, - - - - 255“ 

176, - - - - 255 o 

Kendall’s, , . - - 254 ^4 

And by the dead reckoning, continued from the ifland of Cocos, 260 32 
In this fituation the ve/tical inclination of the magnetic needle was. 

Marked End, North Face Eaft, - 23“ 5' 


Ditto Ditto Weft, 

^Ditto Sou til F ace Eaft, 

Ditto Ditto Weft, 

Mean inclination of the fouth point. 
The variation of the compafs. 


23 50 
23 58 

23 18. 

23 23 

4 55 eaftwardly. 


As we advanced the wind decreafed in its force, and gradually inclined 


to the eaftward and northward of eaft, witli nearly the fame pleafant 

1 weather; 
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weather. On the 26th, in latitude 19“ 44', longitude 253“ 45'» the ver- 
tical inclination of the magnetic needle was found to be, 


Marked End, North Face Eaft, 

• 

36“ 

20' 

Ditto Ditto Weft, 

• 

36 

17 

Ditto South Face Eaft, 

- 

35 

23 

Ditto Ditto Weft, 

- 

35 

15 

Mean inclination of the fouth point. 


35 

4.9 


Variation of 'ihe com pafs, - - 2 45 eaftwardly. 

The trade wind during the two fucceeding days was light and' variable 
in the eaftern quarter, and on the ift of march we feeincd to have reached 
the variable winds, having a frefti breeze, attended with a very heavy 
fwell from the north-weftward. The obferved latitude at noon was 


23® 24', longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, - - ^ 

176, - " _ ^^52 

Kendall s, - - - ' 254 53 

And by the dead reckoning, ... ogo 25 

The variation of the compafs was 4® eaftwardly. In the afternoon we 
again reached the temperate zone ; and notwithftanding that fince our 
departure from the Gallipagos iflands we had paffed undej- a vertical fun, 

’ tlic height of the mercury in the thermometer had at no time exceeded 
77 degrees. 

The north-weft wind continued with fair pleafant weather until the 
2. evening of the 2d, when it veered to the north, and became light and 
W'ftJncf. .j. variable between the n. n. e. and e. n. e. On wednefday, in latitude 26" 

. 45', longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, 258" 39', we pafl’cd fome drift wood, 
and we had many birds and fifties about the Ihig. Some good lunar ob- 
fervations had been lately procured by fome of the olficers, which (hewed 
the longitude to be about 5’ to the weftward of Arnold’s No. 1^, 18' to 
the eaflward of No. 176, and 3' to the eaftward of Kendall’s chr. nome- 
ter : the dead reckoning at the fame time fhewing 264® 10' ; the van\»4iou 
was eaftwardly, and the thermometer from 73 to 75. 

From this time our progrefs was much retarded by the wind being ad- 
verfe, and varying between fouth and e. s. e. ; the weather howevet 
s..t.a.r, 8. continued fair and pleafant until the morning of the 8th, when the breeze 

2 freflKfheTf^: 
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frefhened, attended by feme fhowers and fmart fqualls ; in one of thefe, jJareiJ 
the heavieft we had experienced for a great length of time, the head of ^ * 

the mainmaft was difeovered to have been very badly fprung, about five 
feet below the rigging and about feven feet above, and oppofite to its 
former defective part. The fails on the mainmaft were immediately 
taken in, and on further examination of the wound, the head of the maft 
was feen to be in a very weak and (battered condition, i^’^o time was loft 
in relieving it of its weight, by getting everything down upon deck that, 
was above the top, and the carpenters were immediately employed in 
preparing two anchor (locks as to fupport the mad-head. At noon 
tlie obferved latitude was 8®, the longitude 259“ 32'; the variation of the 
qprnpafs 5® 3' eafterly, and the thermometer from 70® 1072®. The wea- 
tfiei^wa^olerably favorable for applying fuch remedies to the defeft in 
the maQ>e(S'we polTelTed ; and on monday afternoon, it being as well fe- Monday 9. 
cured as was in our power, the mizentop-maft was fubftituted for a main- 
top-maft, that being as much as the weak (late of the lower maft was ca- 
pable of fuftaining, and the maintop-gallant-maft was got up for a mizen- 
top-maft. By this unfortunate accident our quantity of canvas was fo 
reduced, tliat our progrefs towards the appointed rendezvous was ren-* 
dered very (low ; we however made the bed of our way, with winds very 
variable both in refpefl to force and direflion, though generally attended 
with moderate pleafant weather. 

Without the occurrence of any circumftance worthy of recital, we 
paired on until the 14th, when we found ourfelves in latitude 33® 13', Ion- Saturday 14. 
gitude 262® 43', and variation 4* eaftwardly. At this time, to my utter 
aftonilhment and furprize, I was given to underftand from Mr. Menzies 
that the fea feurvy had made its appearance amongft fome of the crew. 

This \^s a circumftance for which it was not eafy to account. The high 
ftat^f health which every individual on board the (hip (myfelf excepted) 
dlSd appeared to enjoy for fome months before, and the refrelhments we 
had been conftantly in the habit of procuring finc^ our arrival at Monter- 
rey, together with the very pleafant weather that had attended us fince that 
period, all confpired to render the caule of this unfortunate malady the 
jmare inexplicable, efpecially as there had not been thefmallcft abatement or 
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‘795' relaxation in themeafures I had adopted at the commencement, of our 
J voyage ; but on the contrary, the moft rigid obfervance had been paid 
to all thofc circumilances, which had been proved from experience to be 
the happy and effectual means of preferving that moft valuable of all 
bleflings, health. All thefe precautions and falutary meafures on this 
occafion feemed to have loft their eficfl, for the number of our fcorbutic 
invalids increaf^d, and with them alfo my folicitude, which ma)r probably 
be more eafy to imagine than to deferibe. The baneful eftefts which feldoin 
fail to be confequent on this diforder at fea, filled my mind with apprehen- 
fions for the fafety of our patients; and having prefumed that we had at 
length profited forauch by the experience and indefatigable labours of that 
renowned navigator Captain Cook, as that by due attention^we could on 
a certainty proteft feafaring people from the fatal confequencesTiivtl^^o 
infeparable, under fimilar circumftances, from this malignant difbr^r, the 
dilappointment which I felt on this occafion was inexpreftible. This was 
the fecond inftance in which it had appeared during the voyage. The firft 
was on our paffage from Nootka to the Spanilh fettlements in New 
Albion ; but I was then in feme meafure able to account for its appear- 
ance, our people having been for many of the preceding jnonths ex- 
pofed in a very arduous and fatiguing fervice to moft inclement weather, 
with only the very fmall portion of refreftiments we were enabled to pro- 
cure during that time. Thefe reafons did not now exift, and I remained 
in the greateft uncertainty concerning the caufe of its origin, until at 
length it appeared to have been derived from a fource from whence I leaft 
expefted it; namely, from a difobedience of my pofitive injunflions 
and orders on the part of the cook, who had b*een ftriflly forbidden on 
any account whatever to allow the fkimmings of the boiling falted meat 
to be eaten by the people. Of this difobedience the Ihip’s cook, Vfteady, 
grave, and valuable man, came aft on the quarter deck and mad^Sii vo- 
luntary confelfion ; and ftated* that he had not only a61ed in direct oppoli- 
tion to my repeated injunflions in the prefent inftance, but alfo on the for- 
mer occafion ; though he had not been induced at any other time during 
the voyage, by the importunities of the people, to tranlgrels, in giving to 
the crew the fkimmings of the boilers to mix with theix^^pulfe, which 
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both thofe times, but particularly thfe prefent, they had been able to ^^79^ 

procure in great abundance from their Spanifli friends. ' v~ — * 

On his examination it appeared that he had been lefs fcrupulous in 
complying with the demands of the people, in confequence of arguments 
that had been frequently ufgedi and fup ported by fome on board, who 
feemed to be acquainted with the opinions of the prefident of the Royal 
Sqpicty, and who dated, that he conceived that pulfe with any kind of 
greafe was not only a wholfome fodd, but alfo very anpfcorbutic. 

, When the great infipidity of peas, or beans alone, without the aid of 
butter, or other qualifying material, is taken into confideration, it is not 
much to be wondered at that a deviation from reftritlive rules in thofe 
refpe61;s Ihould have taken place, with people fo totally indifferent and 
carelefs of themfelves as are the generality of feamen. The very unre- 
ffrvtfd and feeling manner in which the cook acknowledged his tranfgref- 
fion, aj)^i"the contrition he (hewed for having thus departed from his 
duty, intiticd him to my full forgivenefs ; on which he earneftly affured me, 
that he would in future attend ftri 6 lly to my direftions, and I had reafon 
to believe that he performed his promife. The cook’s name was John 
Brown, which I feel a fatisfaflion in recording, from his having been the 
means of e/lablifhing a faft of fo much importance to maritime perfonsj 
J)y the two experiments which his honefty compelled him to make 
known, at the rifk of a punilhment for difobedience of orders. 

All our antifeptics were reforted to, but they did not feem to aft fo 
well as on the former occafion ; and fince the number of fcorbutic pa- 
tients increafed daily, I had reafon to believe that the pernicious in- 
dulgence which had produced the difeafe, had been a very general prac- 
tice amongft the crew. 

With the wind blowing a fteady gale, chiefly between n. n. e. and n. w., 
atten<^d with fair and pleafant weather, we made as much progrefs as 
cou^Q well be expefted in our crippled condition. In the courle of the 
preceding week we procured feveral very good lunar obfervations for the 
longitude, which, when reduced by Arnold’s No. 14 to the 18 th at noon, WeUnci. 18. 
fliewed their refults to be as follow : 
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The mean of 31 lets taken by Mr. Whidbey, . 273* 25' 55“ 


Ditto 

18 

ditto 

Mr. Baker* 

273 36 48 

Ditto 

30 

ditto 

Mr. Swaine* 

273 32 30 

Ditto 

37 

ditto 

Mr. Manby* 

273 18 37 

Ditto 

30 

ditto 

Mr. Ochard* 

273*1744 


The mean of the whole 136 lets coUe£tively taken* 
fliewed what i confidered the true* or nearly the true lon> 
gitude to be* - - £ - - . 273 25 30 

By Arnold's chronometer No. 14* the longitude %ras 273" 5 30 

17^ ditto - 272 7 

Kendall's, ditto ditto - 273 7 45 

From thefe ftatements it fliould feem* that the chronometers were at 


this time materially gaining on the rate now allowed. The dead reckon- 
ing fliewed 280® i'. The obferved latitude was 33® 50' fouth,“and' the 
variation of the compafs 9® 15' eaftwardJy. . -v / 

At day-light in the morning a ilrange fail had been difcovered at a 
great diflance aflern, or rather upon our weather quarter ; flie was foon 
found to be drawing up to us, although we had all the fail fet that we 
were able to carry; and as (he appeared to be a brig, little doubt wavS en- 
tertained of her being the Chatham ; the opinion of her being our confort 
was confirmed about four in the afternoon by her anfwering the private 
fignal, andas ihe bad now evidently the advantage of us in point of 
. failing, we did not fborten fail, but left her to overtake us ; which how- 
Friday so. cver was not eflFe6ied until about nine o’clock on friday forenoon, when 
Mr. Puget came on board;, andlhad the pleafure to underfland from him, 
that, like ourfelves, they had had very' fine weather ever fince our repa- 
ration; and that on the 2d of march he had met with a large Spanifh 
merchant fhip;named^e Kofalie, Antonio Jofeph> Valaro, mafler, laden 
with cocoa and jeflii^s bark frcun Guayaquil* and bound rouitt^ cape 
Horn to Rio de la Plata* and from thence to Cadiz; having quitto^^^e 
former place on the 20th bf the preceding January. The commander m 
this veflel mentfoned the lo& of the fbip Edward ci London* which had 
been unfortunately caflaway at a place called Manquiva, and that feve- 
ral other Britifh veflels* which had been very fucGefafuUy employed in 
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ttie fouthern whale fifhery, had vifited dilFerent ports on the coaft of 

Peru and Chili, where they had been well received; and that the Englifh ' v — ' 

were in high eftimation in thofe countries. From this gentleman Mr. 

Puget became informed, that the anchorage at Juan Fernandez was 
confidered as very bad and greatly expofed ; that a Spanifh frigate had 
lately been loft there ; and that the iftand afforded but very few refrefli- 
ments. On thefe accounts he ftrongly recommended, that in cafe the 
Chatham, flood in need of any articles of naval ftores,, that (he fhould 
repair tt> the port of Valparaifo,* as being the moll likely place on the 
coaft of Chili for procuring ftich fupplies. 

After Mr. Puget had obtained this information, and exchanged with 
Sen*^ Valaro fome mutual, though trivial marks of civility, they parted, 

And each velfel purfued her courfe with a pleafant gale at e. n. e., which 
enabled the Chatham the next morning to crofs the Ibuthern tropic in 
the loagifude of 257® 40^ about a degree and a half to the eaftward of 
our track acrofs that line, about forty hours before them. The winds had 
permitted the Chatham to fteer a more eafterly courfe than we had been 
enabled to do, which, with our reduced rate of failing, had contributed 
to form this early junflion, and had obtained me a great degree of 
fatisfafliork, as it had rendered our flopping at Juan Fernandez intirely 
•unneceflary. 

The very unferviceable and damaged ftate of our main-mail demanded, 
that we Ihould without delay repair to forae port more eligible than this 
ifland was likely to prove for adminiftering to Our neCeftities, efpecially 
as the head of the mall, in addition to the former accident, had upon a ' 
more minute furvey been found to be very rotten. A defeft of fo feri- 
ous a nature, admitting of no delay in the application of the moll elTeflual 
remedy, left no doubt in my mind refpefting the meafures that it would be 
moft/lefirable to purfuc for the accomplilhment of that objeft. 

ifi confequence of the ftrong injunftions contained in my inftruftions, 
not to vifit any of the Spanifh fcttlements on this coaft, excepting in the 
event of the moll abrolute neceflity, I deemed it expedient to fubmit to 
Mr. Puget, and the principal officers of the Difeovery, the ftate and con- 
dition of the mall from the carpenters written report,, together with that 
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Maixh fecret inftru£lions relative to the matter in queftion. Thefe 

« — having been maturely taken into their confideration, they were unanU 
raoully of opinion, that for the good of His Majelly’s fervice intrufted to 
my care and execution, and for the prefervation of His Majelly’s Ihip, it 
was indifpenfably ncccllary that the Difcoivery (hould immediately repair 
to the nearellport, for thepurpofe of procuring a new main-mall ; fince 
the difabled one, with every repair that it was polTible to give it, would ' 
Hill be very inadequate to the fervice that might be demanded oHt in thofe 
boillerous leas, which at this feafon of the year we mull necelforily ex- 
pe6l to encounter in palTing round cape Horn. 

The port of Valparaifo feeming to be the moll likely to fupply our 
wants, and being the nearell to us, our courfe was directed thither with 
a frelh northerly breeze, and fair and pleafant weather. At noon the 
obferved latitude was 33° 55' fouth, the longitude by 


Arnold’s chronometer. No. 14, 

277“ 


176, 

276 

31 

Kendall’s ditto 

277 

3'^ 

And by the dead reckoning, 

284 

if) 

And the variation of the compafs was 

10 

eallerly 


About four o’clock, in the afternoon the illand of Mall’afueco was feen 
bearing bycompafs e.n.e., 11 or 12 leagues diftant. The wind at this 
time blowing a frelh breeze rather to eaftward of north, our courfc was 
direfted to the fouthward of this illand; but from its dillance, and the 
approach of night, we were unable to fee much of it. At midnight we 
were palTing within about 4 leagues of its fouthern fide, its centre then 
bearing by compafs n. 15 w. The latitude of the Ihip by the log fince 
noon was at this time. 34® 3' fouth, the longitiAle by Arnold’s No. 1 4, 
according to the laft rate was 278“ 56', and by the lunar obfervat ions 
brought forward , by, No. 14, allowing the fame rate, 279" 17'; l^ut as 
the chronometers were evidently gaining, and that very materiallyXthe 
true longitude of this ifland was deduced from fubfequent obfervations^ 
which (hewed its centre to be in 279" 26' eaft. . Its latitude from the 
preceding and following days obfervations, which with the lliip’s run 
agreed exceedingly well together, was 33* 49' fouth. This ifland did not 
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appear to exceed 3 leagues in circuit : its furface is hilly, rugged, and 
uneven, and it appeared to terminate abruptly in rocky cliffs at the <1 — y— 
water’s edge. During the night we had a frelh breeze with fome fqualls, 
which continued the next morning, when the jury maintop-fail yard was Saturday 21. 
carried away; not in confcquence of a prefs of fail, but like many others 
* of our materials, from being quite worn out and rotten. This was im- 
mediately/eplaccd with another, of A^hofe flrength and qualities we had 
not a much better opinion. At about ten in the forenoon the ifland of 
Juan Fernandez was feen bearing by compafs n. 60 e. The latitude was 
fhewn by obfet vations at noon to be 33® 56' fouth, longitude by 
Arnold’s No. 1,4, - - 280'* 16 30" 

176, - - 279 18 

Kendall’s, - - - 280 15 

By the lafl lunar obfervations brought forward 
by No. i/j, - - - 280 36 30 

And by the dead reckoning, - 28651 

'J’ho variation of the compafs at this time, 13 eaftwardly. 

We had fcnlibly felt the influence of a current during the two lafl; days, 
fi tting to tlw caflward at the rate of ten miles per day. In this fituation* 
the f{>uth- weft j)oint of Juan Fernandez, or rather what we fuppofed to 
be Goat ifland, bore by compafs n. 39 e., at the diftance of 18 miles. 

In the afternoon we paffed the fouthern fide of Juan Fernandez, at the 
diftance of about 14 miles, which was too indiftinftly feen to attempt any 
delineation of its fliores. Its fouth-weft point appeared by our calcu- 
lations to be fituated in latitude 33® 45’ fouth, and longitude corrected by 
fubrequent obfervations, *281® 8’ 47" eaft. Its afpcfl in this point ol view 
vva.s not very inviting; the point terminates in a high fteep bluff, its eaft- 
ern pai t feemed to be lefs elevated, and the whole compofed a group of 
broken irregular hills, forming altogether as rude and grotefque a feene 
/■..I'the imagination can well fancy. 

'I he wind feeming now to he fixed in the northern quarter, and being 
to th.e f(;uth ward of our port, our courfe was direfted to regain the pa- 
rallel of its latitude ; this was accomplifhed by monday noon, being then 
by— obfervation in latitude 32° 55' fouth, true longitude 285° 30' ; the 

wind 
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Mafdi pleafant weather ; the thermome> 

. / ter from 66 to 68, and the variation of the compafs 13* 42' eaftwardly. 
Having now got to the northward of Valparaifo, our courfe was fo or- 
dered as to preferve that fituation. This however proved to be a very 
unneceflary precaution, as towards midnight, in latitude 32® 51', the 
wind, after becoming light and variable, was fucceeded by a frelh breeze ' 
at fouth, that f^med to be equally Heady and fixed in its dire£lion as 
the northerly wind had been before ; fo tliat we had now again* to haul 
to the fouthward, in order that we might keep to windward of our port. 

On tuelday forenoon we gained a diflant view of the lofty coaft of 
Tuefday 14. Chili to the eaftward. The obferved latitude at noon was 32" 53' fouth. 

The land at this time was too far off to diftinguifh any of its parti- 
cular parts. The wind blew frefh from the fouth, with which vic 
made great progrefs towards the land, and by fun-fet the flioi:es were 
diftinftly feen to extend by compafs from n. 50 e. to s. 68 e., about 
10 leagues diflant. In this point of view, the fea coall appeared to be 
compofed of hills of various fhapes and fizes confiderably elevated; 
behind thefe the interior country rofe to a very lofty range of flupcn- 
.dous mountains wrapped in perpetual fnow. Thefe were the Andes, 
and when firfl feen, which was fhortly ' after noon, were at the diC- 
tance, I (hould imagine, of nearly 40 leagues; but we had not an op- 
portunity of making the ncceffary obfervations for afeertaining that fa6l. 
We continued to (land in fhore until ten at night, when, concluding we 
were within 3 or 4 leagues of the land, we tacked and flood to the 
w. s. w. under as much fail as we could venture to carry, for the purpofe 
of fetching, if polfible, to windward of Valparaifo. 

At two o’clock on.wedriefday morning we again flood in for the land, 
Wcdncf. ic. -which was very indiflinftly feen, owing to a denfe haze in which it was 
enveloped. The wind at s. s.£. was light, and it was not until about ten 
in the forenoon that we were in with the fhores ; on which there was dOx 
one circumflance that could indicate our being in the neighbourhood of 
Valparaifo, nor point out whether we were to the north or fouth of that 
port, excepting our own reckonmg, which fhewed it to be in the former 
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dirc6lion. 1 did not think it prudent in our crippled Situation to rifle a ‘79s- 
difappointment, and for that reafon we Hood off Ihorc until an obferva- . i 

tion for the latitude could be procured ; which by the help of a double 
altitude, was accompliftied about eleven o’clock, when we bore away in 
latitude 33“ 10' fouth, for a point not far diftant from the place where we 
^ cxpe6led to find the bay of Valparaifo. At noon the above point, 
which was the moll northern part of the coaft in fight, and appearing 
like a fmall rocky ifland, lying clofe to a low or moderately elevated 
projefting point of land, and terminating at the fea fide in a round 
hummock like a bell, bore by compafs N.43E.; a rugged rocky iflet 
lying clofe to the main land, near the fouth point of a fmall fandy bay, 
being the neareft; fliore, N.64E., two or three miles diftant; and the 
fouthernrnoft part of the coaft in fight, s. e. by s. 

• The view^e had thus gained of the coafts of the kingdom of Chili 
prefented nut little to attra6l the attention, or excite the curiofity, 
of ft rangers. Thofe parts immediately on the fca Ihore were com- 
pofed of rude cllfis and rocky precipices, againft which the weftern 
fwcll broke with unreanitting violence. Above thefe clilfs the country 
was variouily broken by irregular eminences, fome formed of naked 
barren roclft, and others confifting of a reddifh fubftance almoft equally ' 
ttnprod unlive, on which fome verdure appeared here and there, with a few 
ftunted ftirubs and bufhes, fome of which wore at great diftances from 
each other; but nothing like a tree was to be feen, and the landfcapc, 
bounded by the frozen fuminits of the lofty Andes towering above the 
lower barren mountains that defeend from them towards the fea coaft, 
exhibited an extremely dreary, defolate, and inhofpitable pifture. 

As Vv'e proceeded, a low ftcep bluff point of land, beyond that which 
terminated our nortliern view of the coaft at noon, was now feen lying 
in a dire6iion from it, N. 51 e., about 3 leagues diftant, and which 
proved to be the weftern point of entrance into Valparaifo bay. 

Our attention was now direfted in queft of the “ great rock or fmall 
“ ifland” deferibed by Sir Richard Hawkins in 1593, as lying “ a league 
or better to the fouth ol, and a good mark and fure fign of, the port,” 
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*795- At firft I was at a lofs to difcover, which of the two noticed at noon was 

Nlsi'cH* * 

_• Sir Richard’s rock, as both are much further from the bay of Valparaifo 
than he defcribes them to be; but as we advanced, I had no doubt of 
the moft northern being the “ great rock or fmall ifland.” This lies up- 
wards of 3 leagues, in a direftion S.51W. from the point of Angels, 
which is the weft point of Valparaifo bay, and is rendered ftill more con- . 
fpicuous for pointing out the po/t, by being lituated clofe to a very 
projefting poiht called by the Spaniards Quraumilla, froln whence 
the Ihores of the main land to the fouthward take a direftion forae 
degrees to the eaftward of fouth, and thofe to the northward, as before 
Rated, towards Valparaifo, It is alfo the fouth-weftern point of a 
fpacious open bay bounded by a fandy beach, where anchorage might 
probably be found, but which mufl; be much expofed; and .as leveral 
rocks were obferved lying at a very little diftance from fhore, the 
chance is that the bottom may be compofed of the fame materials. 
On the north-eafl fide of this bay a houfe and fome fmaller habitations 
were fecn near it, and the country in its neighbourliood appeared to be 
lefs fleril and forbidding than thofe parts to which we were oppofite in 
the morning. Its furface, though unequal, was lefs broken; and al- 
though it could not boafi of a luxuriant, vegetation, yet the naked, rug- 
ged precipices, that formed a barrier againfl. the ocean on each fide c)f 
the bay, were, no longer the general charafteriftic of the interior coun- 
try, which prefented a furface of fome foil, on whofe withered herbage 
both flocks of fheep and herds of cattle were feen grazing, on the fidcs 
of the hills. 

Along thefe fhores, which feerned to be bold,,, we pafled at thcdifiancc 
of from half a mile to half a league, without difeovering any danger which 
is not fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided ; and, with the aflifiance of a 
fine foutherly breeze, by two in the afternoon we were abreaft of the point 
of Angels, off which fome rocks extend to the dlftance of about half a 
cablc’.s length, Thefe we paffed at about twice that diftance, without gain- 
ing foundings. In failing round this point, tlie country fuddcnly opened 
upon us, and prefented a feene to which we had long been intire flrangers ; 
the whole of the bay was now exhibited to our view terminated by a 
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fandy beach; near ihe upper margin of which, and on the fides of the >795- 

adjacent hills was feen the town of Valparaifo; arid although from its ' 

fituation it could not boaft of much ]>U*afaninefs, yet in this point of 
view it appeared to be neat, of eonfidcralre extent, and built with re- 
rularity ; the churches rofe abo. the uihvrr builuings, and the whole 
being defended by fevcrai forts, all conf, red at once to announce, that 
e were again approaching towards the civilized world. 

In the hay and near to the fliore rode fevcrai fail of .merchant fliips, 
engaged’ in their rcfpe 6 livc eceupations ; to and from which boats were 
palling and re-palling to the Ihoie, w'hcrea very lively feent >vas exhibited 
of men and cattle; the whole exhibiting that fort of comnni trial inter- . 
courfe between diflant countries, tha the arts and civilization can alone 
varry into effeft. This pleafing profpc 8 of at lei'igtli diawnng towards 
mir nativej^untry, after fo long an abfence arnongit the rude, yet liof- 
pitablo, nations of the earth, was how'ever not unmi.xed writh forebodings 
of a painful nature, lell the intelligence rcfpecting the diflra^icd Hate 
of Europe, which we had but too much reafon to apprehend would 
meet us on vifuing thefe Ihores, fliould be of a more melancholy com- 
plexion tlian we had anticipated. 

The wind from the fouthward blowin drit rily out of the bay, obliged 
US to make foiue trips for the puroofc ofrcacliing a proper lituaiiou lor 
.aiK'horing, which was accomplilhed about three o'clock in 10 fathoms 
w ater, muddy bottom. 

An officer was itnmediately dlfpatchcd to inform the governor ol'our ar- 
rival, of the occafion of our vifit, and of the alh fiance w’c required. A Ihip 
that had been feen in the offing in the morning anchored loon after us, and, 
together with the Difeovery and Clnuham, made ten fail orvcfTcls riding 
in the bay; of thefe five flf and tv. j brigs were Spanifh merchantmen, 
and the other the Light.ang ofBriflol, a South fca wriialcr, commanded 
by a Mr. Cook ; from whom wc received litilc encouragement to hope 
for fuch a reception at Vaplaralfo, as w'C confiderccl w’c had a right to 
expetl, or as our fituati^ a demantled. Soon after wc had anchored, 
however, and during the abfcnce of Mr. Manby, who was the officer 
fent to the governor, a Spanifh officer came on board with congratula- 
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tions on our arrival from Sen'- Don Lewis Alava, a colonel in the army, 
governor of this port, and brother to our friend of that name at Mon- 
terrey. 

This mefllige was accompanied by the ftrongefl; alTurances on the part 
of the governor of affording us every affiftance that we might require, 
and which might be in his power to bellow, and with hopes that he , 
fhould foon have the pleafure of feeing myfelf and officers on ffiore, where 
we might depend upon receiving every civility ; adding, that the time we 
might remain at Valparaifo fliould pafs as agreeably as it was in the power 
of himfclf and the inhabitants of the town to render ic. 

It was not eafy to reconcile two reports fo very oppofite, though I 
did not hefitate to give more credit to the latter than to the former, efpe- 
cially as our firft impreffions were received from one not perfeBly fober,* 
Had I entertained any doubts, my fufpenfe would not have-b^een of lon)j 
duration, fhr on the return of Mr. Manby, every thing which the Spa- 
nifh officer had ftated was confirmed ; and wc now underllood, that if 
thofe on board the Lightning laboured under any uncomfortable reflric- 
tions impofed by the governor, it was to be attributed folely to their own 
indiferetion and improper conduft, which had rendered fuch meafurcs on 
'the part of the commanding officer indifpenfably nccelTary for' the prefer- 
vation of good order. 

Mr. Manby informed me that Sen'- Alava had dated to him, that not- 
withflanding he did not entertain the leall doubt that Don Ambrolio 
Higgins de Vallenar, the prefident and captain general of the kingdom 
of Chili, would confirm all the promifes which he then made; yet 
it was neceffary, befoi'e any material operations fliould take place, to 
obtain His Excellency’s fanftion and approbation for their being car- 
ried into effefl. For this purpofc he fliould difpatch a courier that 
evening to the capital, St. Jago de Chili, the rcfidence of the Prefident, 
and where he now was, and he hoped it would be convenient to me 
to make forne communication to His Excellency by the fame conveyance, 
on thefubjeft of our vifit, and the fuccours we required. 

With this requcfl of the governor’s I inftantly complied ; the melTenger 
was then difpatchecl, and wc w'ere given to underftand that a reply might 

be 
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be expe6led on the faturday or funday following; in the mean tiiuc tlicic 
was no reftraint on the olficers vifiting the tow'n ; tlic markets were open 
to us to obtain fuch immediate refrefliments as we might require ; and 
we were equally at liberty to recruit our flock of water and of fuck 

thefc agreeable communications being made, the garrifon w'as fi- 
luted with thirteen guns, and on this cotnplimenl being equally returned, 

I waited upon the governoi', whilfl the veffcl.s were mooring by the bower 
anchorsph a n. n. e. and s. s. w. dirc6lion, a cable each way ; the fouthern 
anchor in lo fathoms, the northern, in i6 fathoms water, on a bottom 
of fUfl muddy clay. 'Lhe point of Angels bearing by compafs n. 3.3 v.^., 
diflant about a mile; the fainting fort on the weflern fide of the bay, 

N. 53 vv., about half that diflancc; the governor’s houfe in another fort, 

's. 86 w.,. about three cables diflant; a rocky point running off from tlie 
Town, bcirj^hc ncarcfl fhore, s. 7 w., one cable and a half diflant; a re- 
doubt bn a hill, s. 3 E. ; a confpicuous white church in the village of Al- 
inandrel, s. 65 1;.; the caff ernmofl fort, n. 83 E.; a remarkably lofty, rug- 
ged, fnowy mountain, terminating partly in a flat and partly in a peaked 
fummit, being a part of the .A,ndcs, n. 6i e.; the call point of the bay, 

N. 37 E., about a league diflant; a more diflant point, n. 17 e., 3 leagues 
off; and tlie northernmofl part of the coafl in fight, n. 6 w. 

On thurfday morning, accompanied by Mr. Puget and fcveral of the Tiuufdayj6. 
officers of both vcffels, I paid my formal vifit to Governor Alava, and 
had the plcafurc of receiving every mark of polite and hofpitable atten- 
tion from him, with repeated affurances that nothing fitould be wanting ^ 
on his part to relieve our wants, or to render Valparaifo as pkvifant and 
agreeable to us as its cincum fiances wvonid allow. Thefe ceremonies be- 
ing concluded we returned to the vcffels, where our vifit was fhortly 
repaid by the governor, attended by moll of the principal officers and 
inhabitattts of the town ; and on their coming on board they were falutcd 
with thirteen tjnns. From all thefe gentlemen received tiu' mofl 
prcfling intrCcitics to vjfit their fnrnilics; which civilities wc did not. fail 
to aceept. expreffing our tlianks for the cordiality wnh which they had 
been fo'^bligingly made. 
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The day was pleafantly fpent amongft our new acquaintance, who readily 
aflifted me in making arrangements for procuring a fupply of tlie abun- 
dant refrcfliments which this luxuriant country afforded. In doing this, 
my firft care and principal obje6l was, immediately to adopt the moft 
efficacious meafures that could be devifed, for eradicating the inveterate 
fcorbutic diforder which now prevailed, and which had greatly increafed 
amongfl; the crews of both veflels. ^ The number of fcorbutic patients 
rendered incapable of attending to their duty on board the Difeovery, 
amounted to feventeen. On board the Chatham their number was not 
fo great, though the difeafe was making a rapid progrefs ; and I learn- 
ed from Mr. Puget, that on his making inquiry into the caufc of it, he 
had found that the fame pernicious pra6lice had been indulged in on 
board the Chatham, which had taken place on board the Difeovery dur-» 
ing our late long and tedious paflage, that , of permitting t|je fat fleinr* 
mings of the boiling faked meat to be eaten by the people with their 
pulfe, and to be ufed for frying their filh ; but it did not appear that this 
unwholefome indulgence had been carried to fuch an extent on board the 
Chatham, as it had been on board the Difeovery. In confequence of 
this information, I deemed it expedient that the whole crews of both vef- 
‘flds ffiould, in addition to the regular allowance of frclh beef 'and greens, 
and new foft bread from the fliore, be daily ferved with a quantity of 
grapes, apples, and onions; and I had foon the happinefs of finding, 
that this falutary diet was attended with the defired effeft of intircly 
eradicating the difeafe. 

Whilff we were waiting for the return of the courier difpatched to His 
Excellency the Prefident, my time was not unp^ofitably employed ; for I 
embraced that opportunity to vifit the fevera! warehoufes, and by fo doing 
obtained a complete knowledge of the quality of the ftores and provifions 
they were capable. of affording us. When this was done, I made the necef- 
fary arrangements for receiving them on board the inffant we Ihould be at 
liberty to accept them. In the courfe of my Inquiries I had the mortifi- 
cation to learn, that tli^re was not a fpar, either at Valparaifo, or in the 
country within our reach, of a fize fufficient to be converted into a maft, 
for the purpofc of replacing our difabled one on board the Difeovery. 

1 This 
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This was a matter of very fcrious concern; but as a new maft could not ^ 7 or>- 
here be procured, the only expedient we had the power of reforting to, ■ * _ — j 
was to ufe our beft endeavours to repair the old one. This I purpofed 
to do by turning the maft end for end, by which means the inofl defec- 
tive .sj;^ts would fall below the deck; where, by the addition of the 
fifhes weTiad on board by way of further fecurities, I was in hopes, that 
with great care and attention to the •performance of the work, we fhould 
be able .to render it fufticiently ftrong to anfw'cr the purpofe of carrying 
the veffcl to England. 

The town of Valparaifo not affording any taverns or places for the 
reception and accommodation of ftrangers, we were obliged to intrude cn 
the hofpitality of its worthy inhabitants for fuch convcniencies when we 
vifited the fhore. Thefe civilities were conferred in fo h:\ndfome a man- 
ner as at offce to relieve us from any idea of our being intruders; the 
pleafure that every one manifefted in entertaining us, completely re- 
moved every fentiment excepting that of gratitude on our parts, for 
the repeated a6ls of kindnefs they fo very obligingly bellowed. Amongft 
the firft to whom we were indebted in thefe refpc61s w’as Don Juan Bar- 
rara, the colle6lor of the king’s duties, and Don Praeta, the captain of 
the port. We firfl became known to thefe gentlemen in their public 
capacity, and they had the goodnefs to introduce us to many others of 
their friends, all of whom treated us with thegreaieft. politenefs, attention, 
and hofpitality ; but as their houfes were not more than fufticiently large 
for the accommodation of their own refpefclive families, a lodging on fhore 
was not to be eafily procured. The very indifferent flate of m.y health 
at this time how’ever, required that I fhould avail myfclf of this opportu- 
nity of fleeping on fhore, and taking as much of the exercife of the 
country as my flrength would permit ; for this rcafon I was induced to 
apply to the governor, to allot apartments for myfelf and a few of the 
officers in fornc of the public buildings of the town, with which he very 
obligingly complied; and in the event of our equipment in this port 
meeting with the approbation of His Excellency' the Prcfident of Chili, 
o£wiufiir^tere was little doubt, the Cafa dc Exercicios was appointed 
for our reception and rcfidence. This building had been erefted feme 
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years ago as a chapel of eafe, for the purpofe of accominoclaiing the 

\ country inhabitants who came into the town on fundays to attend divine 

fcrvice, but who frequently could not find room in the churches ; and it 
had likewife been appropriated for the penitential acknowledgments of 
the women. ^ 

Our time on board was bufily employed in making every tli'ifigf ready 
to proceed in the fervice we had to perform, the inflant we (hould re- 
SiturJay 28. ccivc the fanftion of the Prefident ipr fo doing. On faturday* evening, 
agreeably to our calculations, the courier returned, and I had the fatisfac- 
tion to receive from His Excellency Sen' Don Ambrofio Higgins dc Val- 
Jenar, prefident and captain general of the kingdom of Chili, the moft 
ample confirmation of all the liberal offers which had been made to us by 
governor Alava ; together with a letter containing the moft polite congra- 
tulations on our having thus far fafely accomplilhed the objeH oY 

our expedition, and having at length arrived in a country where nothing 
fliould be wanting within the reach of his power to fupply, that could in 
any way contribute to the reftoration of our health, adminiftcr to our 
future comforts, or tend to re-equip the veffcls, and repair the damages 
,which they had fuflaincd, Thelc obliging and friendly offers were fur- 
ther accompanied by a communication to governor Alava, ffating, that 
if myfelf and feme of the principal officers fhould be inclined to vifit th6 
capital, wo had His Excellency’s permiffion to do fo ; and in the event of 
our undertaking a journey to St. Jago, the governor was requefted by the 
Prefident to employ his good offices, in feeing that we were properly 
provided for the excurfion. 

I embraced the carlieft opportunity to return nay moft grateful acknow- 
ledgments to the Prefident, .for his extreme politenefs and liberality to- 
wards us; and I loft no time in fetting hard to work on the various fer- 
vices which now demanded our attention. My firft and principal objefl 
>iiond»y3o. was to get out the main-maft; for this purpofe, on monday mornmg the 
fhip was moved nearer in fhorc, and moored in 4 fathoms, to infure 
more elfcdually fmooth water for performing that operation. After 
this was accompli filed, on the following morning, the mart; w-as hauled up 
on to the beach betv/cen Valparaifo and the village of 4>hnandrel, wlieli; 
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a tent was erefted, and at the governor’s cxprcfs defirc a guard of nia- ’7^6- 

r 1 T-XT nit Maich. 

rines troi^j the Dilcovery was polled there, to prevent thefis, or (Aher f 

improper condufl on the part of the inhabitants, as Ibme of the pinnace’s 
covering had been ftolen the preceding night. 

W jgethe r this application from the governor proceeded born a fenti- 
ment of delicacy towards us, or whether he confidered that our. marines 
would be more adequate to the proteftion of our property than the Spa- 
nifli foldiers, is not eafy to decide ; but it appeared to be a very unpre- 
cedented and extraordinary circumftance, that a guard (hould here be 
requelled by the governor from an Englilh man of war, to do duty in 
the dominions of his Catholic majefty. The marines however were land 
ed with a ferjeant, and planted as centinels, with pofitivc orders from me, 
on no account to hurt any of the inhabitants, even though they lliould 
be detc6lcd"in the very aft of thieving; but to fecure their perfons, 
that they might be dealt with according to their own laws. 

On the mad being examined we had the mortification to find, that the 
damage it had fullained was greater than we had fufpe6led, as it was 
fprung nearly two thirds through, a little below the hounds. Some 
Spanilh carpc'ntcT.s, in addition to our own, M'ere immediately fet to work 
u |)on it ; and as both the velfels required much caulking, the artificers of the 
country were alfo hired for this fervicc. Our fail-makers were employed 
in repairing the old and making fome new fails; the coopers in felting up 
calks for the reception of flour, and repairing thofe made ufe of for water; 
and th(;armourcr was making the neceflary iron work for the repair and 
fecurity of the main-mall and other purpofes, whilfl thofe remaining on 
board were varioufly errfployed about the rigging, and in the hold for the 
reception of a quantity of Ihingle ballad. Not being yet pofitively de- 
termined whether our route home Ihould be round cape Horn, or through 
the draits of Magellan, and our cables ahd hawfers being worn to the 
lad extremity, a fupply of each fort was ordered to be made for both 
vedels, according to the dimenfions we required ; for although we had 
found an abundance of fmall white cordage in the warehoufes, there 
jvgjsHrtS^ables ; there being little demand at Valparaifo for fuch dores ; 

*nor was there any tarred rope of any defeription, the cordage from 
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four inches in circumference downwards, being all white rope, fuch as 
the Spanifli trading velTels in thefe feas ufe for running rigging. Thefe 
fevcral fervices were all put into a regular train of execution ; but as the 
following day was the anniverfary of our departure from Falmouth, and 
the commencement of the fifth year of our labours, all work was^fuf- 
pended, and the people as ufual had the day to themfelves. 'I'liey were 
all ferved with a double allowance of 'grog, and an excellent dinner, com- 
pofed of the various good things that this country fo abundantly afforded. 

All our operations were cheerfully refumed the next morning; and on 
my vifiting the artificers employed on the raaft, I had the mortification to 
underftand, that on framing the heel of the maft for the purpofe of its 
becoming the head, that end, near to the place where the cheeks were to 
be fixed on to it, was found to be extremely decayed, and fcarcely in a 
better ftate than the other extremity. It was however, though rotten, 
not fprung, and having no refburce but that of applying the befl; remedy 
in our poffefllon, two flout cheeks made of our fpare anchor flocks, to- 
gether with two flrong fifties, were fixed to the mall below the partners 
of the main deck, and continued up to its head; and even with thefe ad- 
ditional fccurities, it would be but a crippled flick to depend upon : yet 
as we had no alternative, we were compelled to make the befl fliift we 
could, which would neccflarily oblige us to be particularly cautious, 
and to prefs it as little as poffible in our paflage homewards. 

The obforvatory, with the requifite inflruments, was fent on fhore, 
and, as ufual, committed to the charge of Mr. Whidbey, for the purpofe 
of making fuch obfervations as were now become ncceffary for afeertaining 
the rates and errors of the chronometers, and for’finding the latitude and 
longitude of Valparaifo. Having made this and fome other arrange- 
ments for carrying into cfleft the re-equipment of the vclfcls, I deter- 
mined to avail myfclf of the obliging permiffion of the prefident to vifit 
the capital of Chili, and ordered preparations to be made for an cxcur- 
fion to St. Jago. 

Our party was to confiff of Mr. Puget and Ineutenant Johnffone of 
the Chatham, and Lieutenants Baker and Swaine, and Mr. Mc'niilv.'',jjf 
the Difeovery. I had already made known to governor Alava my in- 
tention 
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tention of vlfiting St. Jago, who very obligingly gave direftions, as Val- '79^- 
paraifo did not afford any travelling carriages, that we fliould be pro- t , — ' 
vidcd with a proper number of horfes and mules for the expedition ; the 
former for our riding, and the latter for carrying our luggage. 

^now had the pleafure of finding that His Excellency the ^refidcnt, 
togcuteY^vith his polite invitation to the capital, had alfo fent two dragoons 
from St. Jago, who were natives of Irpland, in his Catholic Majefty’s fervice, 
for the^^urpofe of being our guides and interpreters, and for rendering 
us every other fervice tliat we might require on the journey. I’licfe 
people had been long in New Spain; they feemed to be highly deliglncd 
with the charge now intrufted to their care, and not a little jrroud of the 
power and confequence that was attached to it ; for, as on this occafion 
they boise the immediate order of the Captain-general, they had authority 
to do many afts from which, in the capacity of dragoons only, they 
were prohibited. This pow’er, amongft other things, permitted them to 
take any horfe or horfes whatfoever, whether in the ftablcs or at paflure, 
for the purpofe of facilitating the fervice on which they were employed ; 
but as our vifit to St. Jago was purely for recreation, I would not per- 
mit any compulfory meafures to be refbrted to for our accommodation ; 
and a fufificient number of horfes was fbon procured, at twelve dollars 
each, for the journey thither, and back again to Valparaifo. 

Every thing being prepared, we fet out early on friday mornir.g, with Fiic!jy3 
a numerous cavalcade ; for, notwithflanding this country had been fet- 
tled a great length of time, we were given to undcrfland that we fliould , 
find no accommodation on the road between thefe two principal towns of 
the kingdom of Chili, excepting fuch as might be met with in the vil- 
Inges through which we might pafs or occafionally flop at, and thefe 
would conlifl; only of a flicd or uninhabited empty houfe. A fupply of 
provifions might be depended upon, but there were neither beds, feats, 
tables, nor any fort of convenient or necefl'ary articles or utenfils to pre- 
pare them for our table ; all thefe, with our cook, we were obliged to 
take with us ; and, left we fliould be difappointed of the promifed fhelter, 
jjv^j»*«C*provided with a tent, which was packed in convenient travel- 
ling trunks, and carried on the backs of the mules, according to the 
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ufual method of travelling in this country. I could not, however, help 
exprelfing my concern that the poor bealts fliould be fo much loaded, 
and I obje6led to the weight propofed to be carried, efpecially the poles 
of the tent, which I fufpefted would prove too inconvenient a burthen 
for them to move under ; indeed this circuinllance produced fome alter- 
cation between the muleteers and the dragoons ; but as there waj 'iYo ap- 
peal againll the injun^Hons of the letter, the multeeers and myfelf were 
obliged to acquiefee, and twelve mules were completely loaded with our 
tent and baggage. The horfes that had been hired we thought rather 
too fniall, and not of fufBcient ftrength ; for, befides the weight of their 
rider, they had each a moft enormous heavy faddle to carry ; but our 
Irilh guides undertook to anfwer for their abilities, and the event proved 
that their judgment w’as to be depended upon. 

From the town of Valparaifo, which is lituated on a narrow tra6l oP 
very uneven ground at the foot of the lleep rocky precipices, which, at 
no great diftance from the water-fide, compofe the fliores, there is no 
pafs immediately into the country but for foot palTengers ; for tlie main 
road, which leads into the interior parts of the country, approaclies the 
fea-lhore through the village of Almandrel, whither our route was ne- 
celfarily direfted. This village is pleafantly fituated, and is on a more 
extenfive border of low land than the town of Valparaifo ; but it is 
bounded in a fimilar way behind, by fteep and nearly barren hills. The 
•valleys and plains, however, in its immediate neighbourhood, are fertile, 
and large gardens were both cultivated for profit, and decorated 
for amufement. From Almandrel a tolerably good, though rather 
fleep, road had been made, in a zigzag way, over a ridge of hills, of 
confiderable extent and elevation, the fummit of which occupied us 
full two hours in reaching. The old road between thefe two towns 
being a very bad one, and dangerous to pafs. His Excellency had de- 
termined that a new and more eligible line of road fhould be made; and 
for the more immediate convenience of the inhabitants of St. Jago and 
Valparaifo, this new road, which is about fixteen yards wide, had been 
begun from each place, and by that means an eafier and mortr'^l^afant 
communication with the adjacent country had already been affordetlTd 

the 
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the inhabitants of each of thefe towns than they had hitherto enjoyed. 
W’e were informed by our guides, that the whole of the new road was 
not yet finidied, but was at that time in a progreflivc Rate towards com- 
pletion, and that we (hould meet the people employed upon it as we 
proceeded. 

Uiw&f*The prefent circumllanccs of this road, and whilft the dry fca- 
fon may continue, it is doubtlefs as, commodious a pals as could have 
been welf defigned ; but, from the loofenefs of the foil, and the acclivity 
of the hills along the fidcs of which it is carried, it appeared to us that 
it would be liable to great injury in the winter feafon ; which, we were 
told, is frequently fubjeft to extremely heavy rains, that mult neccffarily 
rufh with great impetuofity down the fidcs of this fleep mountainous 


country. . 

Having gained the top of the road, which paffes over a deprefled part 
of that ridge of lofty hills which bind the fea coaft, we arrived in a fpa- 
cious plain, nearly on a level with the fummit of the hills we had now left 
behind us. This plain extended to a confiderable diflance, in a north- 
eaflerly, eaflerly, and foulh-eafl direftion, where it finifhed at the bale 
of another ridge of hills, beyond which were feen other ranges varioufly 
diverfified,*and rifing in fuceelTion one after another; until our view* 
was terntinated by the hoary head of the lofty Andes, wrapped in 
undiflblving fnow. Had the intervening plain, and the furrounding 
rifing hills, exhibited the verdant produfclions of nature, alii fled by the 
hand of man, the landfcapc would have been beautiful in the ex- 
treme, but this was not the cafe ; and the apparent flerility of the wide 
waflc, that now encom^jaffed us on every fide, rendered that abundant 
fupply of good things which we had been daily accuflomcd to fee in 
the market of Valparaifo, a circumflunce' not eafily to be accounted 
for. 

Inllead of numerous villages, fertile paftures, and fields in high cul- 
tivation, which I had expeffed to find, after paffing over the hills 
near the fea fhore, an extenfive open defint now appeared before us, 
dcftij,i*ie^f wood, and nearly fo of verdure; as a few Runted trees 
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only, and fome grovelling fhrubs, were fcattered at a great diftance from 
each other ; and, excepting near the banks of the fluggilh rills of water 
that crept through the plain, vegetation was fcarcely perceptible ; whilft 
the few miferable inhabitants that exifted on its furface, lived in wretch, 
ed little hovels, or huts, made principally of mud. The frames of thefe 
dwellings, of which we had feen about a dozen, were rudely d^fmrufled 
of wood, and plallercd over with a thick coating of mud ; this ferved 
as a wall, wliilll the unfmoothed furfacc of the ground formed *the floor, 
and little or no covering appeared on the roof ; the whole fecming fcarcc- 
ly to afford a ffiade againd the fcorching rays of the fun ; for againft 
wind and rain thele humble manfions could afford no ftielter. 

At one of thefe mean abodes, about fifteen miles from Valparaifo, we 
flopped to dine. The infide of the dwelling more forcibly difplayed the 
poverty of its inhabitants than had been exhibited by its- external ap*- 
pcarance ; for it hardly contained tlie moft common neceflaries to the 
exiftence of human life ; a dirty table, a ftool, a wretched bed in one 
corner, and five or fix crofTes, comprehended all its furniture ; yet it 
was not without fome decorations of a religious nature ; and what ftill 
more attrafted our notice, tliofe who refided in it not only indulged 
in the luxury of taking the mattee, which is an infufion of ah herb im- 
ported from Paraguay, but, to our furprize, the very few utenfils they 
pofl'efled for their moil common domeftic purpofes were chiefly made 
of filvcr. The land about thefe miferable hovels was, like the wide fur- 
rounding wafle, in a perfefl ftale of nature, without the veftige of any 
labour having been ever beflowed upon it, not even in the cultivation 
of a garden. 'I'he few wretched people who inhabit this dreary wild, 
feemed to rely intircly (in the bountiful hand of Providence for their daily 
fubfiflence ; and to pafs away their lives, without entertaining a wifli to 
procure the leafl addition to their happinefs or .comfort, at the expence 
of any exertion. Indolence and fuperftition appeared to influence the 
whole of their condufl, which was marked with a greater degree of un- 
cleanlincfs and thofe chara6leriftics that diflinguifli the very lowcft order 
of fociety, than I had before witnefled amongfl any people wlftrl-ed ever 
had the advantage of living amongfl: thofe conne£lcd with the civilize'a 
world. 
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The mules which carried our luggage were on the road before us, •19b- 

making the beft of their way to the place where we purpofed to rcrt for 
the night, excepting one fumpter mule, which had accompanied us with 
fome articles of provifions and provender for the day ; and by adding to 
our (lores the fupplies which thefc hovels were able to furnifli, con- 
fiding oT'poultry, eggs, potatoes, onions, and fruit, we made an excel- 
lent repad, whild our horfes were alfo refrcflied, and prepared to proceed 
with us .over this extenfive defert. Having now travelled fome miles 
beyond the extent to which the new road from Valparaifo had been car- 
ried, we found the old one infinitely lefs commodious, and the difference 
between the two was very great indeed. Indead of the fmooth regular 
furface over which we had paffed from Valparaifo along the new road, 
this could* only be confidered as a beaten track, fometimes leading along, 
or through, deep and irregular ravines and gullies, deditute of the ap- 
pearance of any labour having ever been applied to reduce the inequa- 
lities of its furface, or. to remove any of thofe impediments which conti- 
nually interrupted our travelling. 

The making of the new road had doubtlefs been a work of great la- 
bour; and to a people who are not very indudrioufly inclined, and who. 
are all bigotted to former practices and original habits, it is no wonder 
that the manifed advantages that mud refult to the inhabitants of the 
country from His Excellency’s wife undertaking, fiiould be overlooked, or 
. rather not feen by them ; and that the execution of his judicious plan fliould 
have deprived him, amongd the lower orders of the people, of much of his 
popularity. For as the thought had fird originated with the Prefident, 
rather than not indulge aT contradiflory fpirit, which our guides informed 
us had diewn itfelf amongd the bulk of the people, the inhabitants 
feemedto he more willing to facrifice their own future intered and com- 
fort by oppofing this beneficial defign, than to do any thing which miglit 
promote its fuccefs. 

Little variation occurred, in the feenery already deferibed, in our 
journey in the afternoon, as M*e faw few objefts tb attrafl our attention 
unpJ-4-itvards the evening, when wc arrived at the village of Cafa Blanco, 
or, the white /loufe. Here our guides propofed we (hould red for tl;e 

night. 
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Apfi after travelling twenty-eight miles in a way to which we 

,c— V— ^ were little accuftomed, we all gladly agreed to the meafure. 

Cafa Blanco is a liamlet, confiAing of a neat church and about forty 
houfes in its neighbourhood ; which, with forne’ inclofures of land under 
cultivation, formed a pleafing contraA to the barren naked co^intry 
through which our day’s journey had been direfted. The princip^ per- 
fon of the village appeared to be tltc curate, who having been made ac- 
quainted with our approach, was prepared to meet us, and gave,us a like 
hofpitable reception with that which had been fo generally fhewn by all 
the good people of this country with whom we had hitherto met. In 
the exeicife of his humanity and good wiAics, our Reverend Friend 
feemed to be much hurt that he had fo little to beAow; but as we fortu- 
nately did not Aand much in need of his aAiAance, excepting in one rc- 
fpctl, that of providing us with a lodging, we foon relieved him from his 
embarrafTment. This gentleman immediately furnilhed us with a houfc, 
over which he held forne authority ; a manfion precifely of the deferip- 
tion which, we had been given to underAand, we fliould find on the 
road for our accommodation. 

, This houfe, if the Aru£lure could be iniiiled to fuch a name, was fitu- 
ated nearly in the centre of the village, and was fo rudely formed, that it 
.could hardly be confidered as the work of a civilized people. Its walls 
were made ofdriedpieces of earth cut fquare into the Aiape of bricks, which 
• had been laid on each other when in a wet Aate, and plaAered over with 
the. fame fubAance ; but by drying unequally the plaAcr had fallen oflFin 
many places. Its infide was open like a barn, and confided of but one 
apartment, which contained nothing but our baggage, that had arrived 
forne hours before us; and had the weather been rainy, it would have 
afforded us but very imperfefl flielter. The Aoor was no other than the 
ground in its natural, unlevelled Aate; but though it was not remarkable 
for its cleanlinefs, it was fpacious, and in that refpeft more fuitable to the 
purpofe.s of our party, than the tent we had brought with us. As it, 
however, was totally deAitute of all kinds of furniture, we were obliged 
to rcfoi t to our neighbours for fuch temporary conveniences aS''Wi%4|muld 
want, which they very readily fupplied : and whilA our fupper wasj^'- 
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paring wc vifited the inhabitants in the village, by whom we were re- > 795 - 
ceived with the moft cheerful affability ; particularly by the younger parts ■ * 

of the fex, amongfl; whom we noticed feveral faces which, even by the 
fide of our fair countrywomen, might have been confidered as pn^tty, had 
not the intolerably nafty cuflom of painting’ both red and white, dcflroy- 
ed th^natural delicacy of their complexion, and impaired the effe^l of 
the agreeable alfemblagc of their features. Their afliduity to pleafe was 
however very engaging, and the ev’ening pafled fo pleafantly, that the 
fatigue of the day’s journey was, I bel’ieve, iniirely forgotten by moft of 
us. The houfes of this village being all white waftied, gave it a tidy ap- 
pearance, which, as we approached, impreffed us with a belief that we 
Ihould find thefe dwellings infinitely fuperior to the wretched hovels we 
had paffed in the courfe of the day; but we had the mortification to dif. 
cover, on accepting the invitations of the principal people, that the fame 
want of cleanlinefs prevailed, and that wretchednefs, indolence, and 
fUperftition was e.xhibited here in as great a degree, as amongft the cot- 
tagers on the fun-parched delert. I’hc only difference that we could 
difeern, between thofe people and the inhabitants of Cafa Blanco, con- 
fifted in the fuperioriiy of the external habiliments of the latter, who 
had evidently dreffed themltlves in their beft attire for the occafion. 

J 

• Our time was agreeably engaged until fupper was ferved, when we 
were favored with the company of every inhabitant, I believe, belonging 
to the village; the principal perfons partook of our repaft, whilft the 
others feemed to be equally gratified in the opportunity that was afforded 
them, of fatisfying their curiofity with afeene fo novel and unexpended in 
their country. The glafs went cheerfully round, and our new friends 
did not retire until a late hour. Our blankets were then fpread, but the 
night did not pafs fo pleafantly as the evening had promifed; for our reft 
was moft tormentingly difturbed by the vermin, which had been gene- 
rated by the former filth of our habitation, and which now took revenge 
upon us ftrangers, for having endeavoured to difpofiefs them of their 
ftrongholds by fwceping out the place. When we arofe in the morning 
we foutjd ourfelves but little rcfrcflied, owing to the great annoyance we 
b„a luffered from myriads of bugs and fleas. Early ilte next morning 
VoL. III. 3 H . we 
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we again fct out, and foon arrived at the foot of that range of hills that 
gives bounds to the plain on which Cafa Blanco is fituated. Thefe hills 
appeared to rife with a quicker afeent, and to a greater height above the 
plain we were then quitting, than the firft ridge had feemingly done from 
the fea fide at Alrnandrel. The new road here led acrofs the lefs elevated 
part of the ridge, notwitldlanding which, it was fo fteep that it \^as ne- 
cclTary to cut the road in the fame zigzag diagonal way as before, and 
in its courfe from the bafe to the fummit of the hills, it made tvrenty-five 
returns or angles. 

• On this intermediate part of the new road the labourers were at work ; 
and we underftood from our guides, that as a fufficient number of people 
could not be procured to carry the whole of the defign into execution at 
once, his Excellency the Prefident (having the comfort, convenience, 
and intereft of the inhabitants much at heart) had, in order to facilitate the 
intercourfe between thefe two great towns, ordered the moft difficult and 
dangerous parts of the new line of road to be firft made paffable and 
commodious. The road here was of the fame width, and equally well 
made, with the part before deferibed; but as the foil confifted of the fame 
loofe fandy materials, it muft neceffarily be liable in the winter feafon to 
the fame difadvantage I have before ftated, from the defcenditig torrents 
of ra,in. 

' We had here for the firft time an opportunity of feeing the peafantry 
of the country in a labouring capacity, and we could not help remark- 
ing, that their inaflivity in the performance of their work could only be 
equalled by tlie humble means they pofleffed for carrying it into execu- 
tion. There were fibout fifty men at work with, common pick axes and 
Ihovels; andtofupply the place of wheel-barrows for the removal of the 
earth from the higher to the lower fiile of the road, the hide of an ox 
■was fpread on the. ground, and when as much earth was thrown upon it 
as would require the ftrength of two men to remove, the corners of the 
hide were drawn together by each of them, and in that ftate dragged to 
the deprefted fide of the.joad, and emptied where requifite, to prelerve a 
gentle Hope in the breadth ; or elfc difeharged over the brink, --aiidfcnt 
down the fide of the hill. The rocky parts, which were frequentlyrSCt' 
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with, W'ere blown up with gunpowder; and the fragments, which fome- ‘ 795 - 
times were very large, inftead of being beaten into fmall pieces for the ■_ » 

purpofe of making a more folid foundation for the palfing of carriages, 
were all moved to the lower fide of the road, and, like the earth, thrown 
from^ thence down the hill. By this injudicious pra6tice the earth from 
the higher fide, which in mofl; places might have been contrived to have 
made a parapet along the brink, was not only carried down by thefe 
mafly falfrics of rock, but in many places the ground was torn up by 
them in their paffage down ; and as it appeared to us that the brink was 
to be left in this open ragged ftate, the defeending rains muft foon caufe 
gullies that will injure the road, and do it confiderable damage. The 
fuperintendents, however, feemed to have been aware that the torrents of 
‘water, defeending from the upper fide of the hill above where the line 
of road paffes, might have the effeft in rainy weather of wafiiing away 
the loofe materials of which the road is compofed ; for a channel was cut 
along the fide of the road neareft the mountain to receive fuch water, and 
to carry it down its inclined plane ; but it appeared to us to be too fmalb 
and too much like a gutter to anfwer the purpofe for which it was in- 
tended. The lower fide, or brink, had neither bank of earth, nor rail of 
wood, as a’ fence ; nor did we underftand that any fort of proteflion waS 
defigned to be made, the want of which gave it a very unfinilhed naked 
appearanedi and in fome places, where the lower fide palfed over a ftetp 
part of the hill, or over perpendicular precipices formed by the rock, it 
appeared to be dangerous in a high degree; for in the night, or in the 
event of a horfe taking fright, or tailing near this outer unprote6led fide, 
there can be little chancy of the animal or its rider efcaping unhurt. In- 
deed it did not appear to us to be prudent to -venture too near to this 
fide in the day time, as the road had already crumbled down the hill, 
and had fallen into deep holes in many places. 

The labourers, I was informed, received their provifions, and a rial 
and an half per day, which according to the rate at which w^ receiv- 
ed the dollar, (viz.) at three (hillings and nine-pence each, makes the 
amount of their daily wages about (even-pence (lerling, and the value o( 
their food cannot exceed a groat. Thefe circumftances made it appear to 
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US very extraordinary, that in a country where the expence of labour 
did not exceed eleven pence per day, more perfons were not employed 
in agriculture, and other rural improvements ; efpecially as the foil and 
climate feemed to be well adapted for cultivation, and the fituation of 
the country infured a ready market for every kind of produce ; of which, 
there could be no doubt, an abundance would eafily be procured, to re- 
ward the labours of induftry. By the introduftion of a greater propor- 
tion of the common necelfaries of life, and by the obtaining a few of its 
comforts, it is reafonable to fuppofe that a general fpirit for exertion 
would be diffufed amongll the lower orders of the people, who might 
be taught, by encouragement, to prefer a life of diligence and a6livity 
to that fupinenefs which at prefent difgraces the larger part of die com- 
munity. The fubmiflive obedience that is here paid to every regulation 
or rellraint impofed by the prielLs, gave us reafon to believe that it might 
be widiin their power to infill that each individual fhould employ him- 
fdf, or be employed by others, a certain number of hours each day, 
either in his own garden, or in the general hufbandry of the country ; 
for which certain rewards, proportionate to the exertion, fhould be 
affigned as an incentive to a life of induftry. This would foon produce 
an inclination for employment, which would not only promote the ge- 
neral happinefs of the people, but would be the means of fecuring to 
e<'ery one, in proportion to his diligence, the comforts that would cer- 
tainly arife from this change in the prefent oeconomy of their lives. In- 
■ftead of the univerfal apathy to work that feemed to pervade the -whole 
of the labouring clafs, who were dragged to their employment, without 
any felf-impuife, like an ox to the yoke, their dady labour would be un- 
dertaken witli alacrity ; -and, in looking forward to the advantages tin# 
would refult from their exertion, they might foon be ftimulated to pre- 
fer the habits of induftry to thofc of fupinenefs and indolence. 

On reaching the top of this range of hills, we could plainly difeern the 
neat-looking village of Cafa Blanco, which added greatly to the appear- 
ance of the country we had left behind. The road forward to St. Jago 
defeends on the north-eaft fide of thefe hills, but it had not fo many an- 

glcs 



421 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


gleis or returns in it as that by which we had afcended on the other fide, 
becaufe the intermediate valley, between this range of hills and the moun- i- 
tains before us which wc had yet to pafs, was coniiderably more eleva- 
ted from the level of the fea, than the plain on which Cafa Blanco is 
fituated. 

After breakfaft, w'e proceeded on our journey along a very narrow 
patjj, which, without a guide, might have been eafily millakcn, as there 
were marty fimilar to it, in various direftions, through jf forefl of fmall 
trees, that continued for about four miles. About four in the afternoon 
we flopped at a mud hovel, at the diflance of nearly five miles from 
the mountain of Praow. The dbuntry we had paffed through pofTc ffcd 
little to entertain, and lefs to intereft, the traveller ; its general charac- 
ter was fimilar to that over which we had palled before, excepting that 
It was more -wooded, without any obje6ls to vary the feene ; and being 
much 'fatigued with our new mode of conveyance, and the heat of the • 
weather, the advice of the dragoons to make this fpot our refling place 
for the night, was willingly acceded to by all parties. Some lamb and 
poultry were foon procured for dinner, which was dreffed by our cook, 
and both proved to be very good. Our table was fpread under the 
fhade of fdtne vines clofc to the hovel, where we were attended by a few 
fieafants brought thither by curiofity, who conduced themfelves very 
refpeftfully. W4' .etired very early to our blankets, which, as before, 
were fpread in the hovel on the bare ground. 

By the recommendation of our guides, wc w’ere on horfeback at three 
the next morning, that we might avoid the intenfc heat to which, they 
flated, we fliould be cx poled in afeending the lofty fummits of Praow j 
we accompliflied this before fun-rife by the new road, v. hich made tliirty- 
two palfes or returns on its fide, cut out in a manner fiinilar to the other 
parts of it over which we had already travelled. In afeending at this 
early hour, we found^the air fo.very cool, that great coats or warmer 
clotliing would have been very acceptable ; and we all were of opini- 
on, that the confidcration which had tempted, our guides to recotn- 
meud our travelling thus early, was more to infuro a relling place the 
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next evening amongft fonne of their particular friends, than to avoid 
the heat ; a meafure on -which, however, much of our comfort might 
very poflibly depend. 

From the top of Praow the landfcape was very interefting.. To the 
eaftward ftretched the extenfive valley in which St. Jago is fituated, and 
which was terminated by the lofty ftupendous Andes, whofe fummits ex- 
hibit perpetual winter. In the oppolite direftion the view of the coun- 
try was not lefs worthy of our attention ; a great number of mud hovels 
were now difeerned, that had before efcaped our notice as we had tra- 
velled along, and we now underftood that the valley through which we 
had juft pafted was confidcrably more inhabited, efpecially near Praow, 
tlian thofe parts of the country nearer to Valparaifo. The people are 
chiefly peafantry, whofe principal employment is to take care of fomc 
oxen and flieep that feed in the vicinity of their feveral huts.' 

We defeended Praow to the north-eaft, by fewer pafles than we had 
afeended on its oppolite fide, as the valley in which St. Jago is built is 
much higher than the other two acrofs which we had travelled ; the ge- 
neral charafter of the country being that of an inclined plane rifing 
towards St. Jago, although its furface is broken by the ridges of 
mountains before deferibed. The road ftill continued in an eaftern di- 
reftion, and was here as well made and as broad as the turnpike roads in 
England. On either fide were feveral fmall orchards, and a few planta- 
. tions with fome indifferent pafture land, on which cattle were feen graz- 
. ing under the lhade of a few fcattered trees ; but the general want of 
cultivation gave the face of the country a barren and wild appearance, 
deftitute of any feature that could indicate out* approaching fo large 
and populous a city as that of St. Jago ; the only people we faw were two 
or three travellers, and a few muleteers. 

We flopped to breakfaft about fifteen miles from the capital, whofe 
lofty fpircs were now plainly difeerned, towering above the numerous 
houfes which the city appeared to contain. Notwithftanding our pre- 
fent vicinity to fo large k town, we found no other place for the accom- 
modation of travellers than the mud hovel, where v/e were entertained in 
ilie fame way as wc bad been before ; and where, like the others at which 
1 wc 
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we had (lopped, there was no (ign of any improvement whatever, eiihor 
in the building, or in any other refpe6l that might add to the comfort - 

of life; the fame want of cleanlinefs, and wretched condition which I 
have before had occafion to remark, continued here to debafe the cha- 
ra£ler of the inhabitants, who, notwithftanding their external appearance 
of wretchednefs and rnifery, wore neverthelefs a contented look, and, to- 
gether with a cheerful countenance poireffed a difpofition to oblige that 
was extremely grateful to our feelings, though their exoeflive indolence 
and ina^livity created in us a mixed fentiment of pity and reproach. In 
addition to the ufual fupplies we had found on our journey,' we here pro- 
cured fome excellent water melons of luxuriant growth and in high per- 
feftion, which were very refrefhing and acceptable. 

Having fini(hed our breakfaft we again refumed our journey ; the road 
was level, broad, and firm, and we iiad not travelled far, before on each 
fide of it were feen plantations and vineyards, in each of which a neat 
white houfe was generally fituated at a little diflancc from the road. The 
appearance of cultivation and fertility in thefc low lands, when contrafied 
with the ftupendous fumrnits of the Andes, produced a mofl agreeable 
effe6l, and rendered this part of our journey very plealant and enter- 
taining. After a fmart ride of nearly two hours, we arrived at a houfi* 
about a mile from the capital, wltere fatigtie, and a journey of ninety 
miles, made it neceffary that we (liould halt ; not onK for the purpofe ©f 
taking fome reft and rcfrelhment, but alfo that wc might cqtiip ourfelves 
for the vifit of ceremony wC were about to make to the Captain General. 

From hence I difpatched one of the dragoons who had attended us with * 
a letter to His fLxcellency, announcing our arrival in the vicinity of the 
capital, and Rating, that with his permiffion we would do ourfehes the 
honor of paying our refpefts to him at the palace in the evening; and I 
gave further direftions to the dragoon, to procure and fend from St. Jago, 
carriages fufficient to^onvey thither the yhole party. In tlie mean time 
our dinner was provided and ferved, and it was our intention as foon as 
that fliould be over to drefs ourfelves in all our beft apparel, that we 
might make as uniform an appearance on this occafion as our feveral 
Rocks of clothing would enable us to do ; I’or the extreme length of the 
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Aprfi deprived mofl; of the party of the principal parts of their 

wardrobe, and we had fcarcely a coat or hat that was lit for common 
ufe, much lefs for an occafion like this. In the raidfl; of our endeavours 
to make as fmart an appearance as we could contrive, the dragoon re- 
turned, accompanied by an officer from the Captain General, whom he 
fent for the purpofe of complimenting us and congratulating us on our 
arrival, and of defiring that we would immediately repair to the palace, 
on horfes which he had fent for the purpofe of conveying us in a I'uitablc 
manner to the capital. 

Although it was by no means ttty intention to have made fo public 
an entry as this arrangement of the Prefident’s would neceflarily expofe 
us to, yet it appeared to me that we could not decline it without giving 
umbrage, or perhaps offence; we therefore endeavoured to equip our- 
felves in the beft manner we were able, and in doing fo we.referved our 
uniforms, which were extremely rotten and unfit for any fcrvlce on horle- 
back, for the purpofe of appearing in on our vifit of ceremony to His 
Excellency. The frefli horfes which had been fent from St. Jago, we 
had imagined to be like thofe whiclv had brought us from Valparaifo, 
but, to our great aftonifhment, thofe which had now arrived from the 
Prefident under the careund direflions of another officer, feemed to be 
very high-bred animals ; and were all richly caparifoned with fine faddles 
and bridles, and faddle cloths richly decorated, and fringed with gold and 
filver lace, according very ill with the drefs in which we were under the 
neceffity of appearing. All my former objeftions to a public entry were 
' now greatly increafed, and I became very defirous that we might be per- 
mitted to vifit St. Jagb in a more private manner; but on reprefenting 
this to the officers, inftead of acceding to the wifhes of myfelf and party, 
whips and fpurs were inftantly produced, that nothing might be wanting 
to complete our appearance on horfeback in every particular. I he ufe 
of the fpurs however was generally declined by us all, lell fome crabar- 
ralfment or mifchance fhould take place from their being unintentionally 
applied, whilft our thoughts were engaged by tlie new obje6ls that were 
likely to attrafl our attention as we palled through the flreets of the city. 
Trivial as this circumftance may appear, yet to the officer who had charge 

of 



ROUND THE WORLD. 



of thiiKcfcort it was a matter of the firft importance. He not only ufed 
all his e^qucncc to perfuade us to wear the fpurs, but even expoftula- 
ted with >s on the impropriety of appearing without them, and the un- 
reafonablenefs of our declining fo elfential a part of drefs ; all his in- 
treatjes were not, however, fufficient to overcome our objedions, and 
to his great mortification we mounted without them, and proceeded to- 
wards the capital, with a true militasy llq), attended by the two officers, 
and our, former guides the dragoons. 

The inconvenience we experienced on firft fetting out, from being 
equipped in this very extraordinary manner, was greatly increafed by the 
crowds of people who had aflembled to fee our cavalcade pafs along, 
in which they were fully gratified by the flownefs of our pace, until we 
arrived at the palace ; where, on our alighting, we were received by a 
guard which’ was turned out on the occafion, and were conduded in 
form to the audience chamber. Here we were received by His Excel- 
lency Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar, with that fort of unaffeded 
welcome in which neither ceremony nor flattery appeared, and which 
amply repaid us for all the little fufferings we had endured in the courfe of 
our journey. This polite and cordial reception we had indeed anticipa-, 
ted from the reports we had received, before our departure from Valpa- 
raifo, and afterwards on the road to St. Jago. His Excellency’s charac- 
ter, not only in refped of hjs great attention and urbanity to ftrangers, 
but of his parental care and conftant folicitude for the general happinefs 
and comfort of all the people who lived under his government, were 
the conftant topics of our converfation ; and it is not to be wondered at 
if, on this occafion, we becanie inftantly impreffed with the juflice which 
report had done to his virtues, by his congratulations and hearty welcome 
to the capital of Chili, which were delivered by him in our own language 
with a fluency that greatly excited our aftonifhment, when we were in- 
formed by His Excellency, that he had now been refident in New Spain 
twenty-foUr years, ^ring which time very few opportunities had occur- 
red to him for^peaking Englilh. We now learned from Don Am- 
brofio himfelf that he was a native of Ireland, from whence he had 
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been abfent upwards of forty years, that at an early period of his life 
w-v-— > he had entered into the Englilh array; but not obtaining in t’hac fer- 
vice the promotion he had expefted, he had embraced more advantage- 
ous offers on the continent. His firft commiffion in the fervic.e of His 
Catholic Majefly was in the corps of engineers, from whence he exchanged, 
into the dragoons, and was foon raifed to the rank of lieutenant-colonel ; 
in this fttuation he ferved for £bme ^ime in Old Spain, and afterwards in 
this country, until he obtained the diftinguilhed poft of military tomman- 
der on the' frontiers of Chili, and governor of Conception. In this 
fervice he was employed twelve years, and had the good fortune, by the 
conftant exercife of his humanity, and an uniform attention to the com- 
forts of the native inhabitants of the country, fo to fubdue the natural 
fiercenefe of their difpofitiohs, as to induce them to fubmit to the go- 
vernment of Spain. For this effential fervice he was promoted abouf 
the year 1783 to the exalted llation he now fills ; fince which time he has 
been honored with repeated marks of approbation and diftinHion by 
His Catholic Majefly, who has been pleafed to confer upon him the or- 
ders of Charles the Third, and St; James, with the rank of lieutenant- 
general in the Spanifh army. 

A room of confiderable dimenfions was allotted to me in "the palace, 
and a large apartment adjoining to it was appropriated to the ufe of Mr. 
Puget and the reft of the officers, in which a fufficient number of 
fmall beds for the party; covered with thin gillae, as a proteftion againff 
the mufquitos. The two dragoons who had attended us from Valpa- 
raifo were now appointed to he ufeful to us in the capacity of fervants ; 
and every other matter was attefided to, ordered, and fettled, that evening, 
which could in any way contribute to render our flay at St. Jago, and 
our refidence in the palace, as pleafant as poffible. Nor did the politc- 
nefs of the Prefident end here, for, previoufly to the fupper being an- 
nounced, he introduced to our acquaintance DoovRamon de Rofas, the 
corrigidor, and Don Francis Caffada, a captain of dragoons, who recei- 
ved the Prefident’s dirdftions to ufe his utmoft endeavours in fhewing us 
every thing in St. Jagp worthy the attention of ftrangers, t^nd to make us 
ki:y)wn to the principal families refiding in the city. ' 


The 



l ife fupper, confifting of a great variety of hot difhes, was ferv^ up 
on fiBvfc, at which no perfon was prefent but Don Ambrofio the Prefi- 
dent, oWn Ramon de Rofas-^nd ourfelves; all fort of ceremony was 
now laid ^de, and, agreeably to tlie repeated intreaties of His Excel- 
lency, we confidered and felt ourfelves as much at home as if we had 
been partaking a repaft in England with oiir moll intimate acquaintances. 
The firft part of our converlation w|a chiefly eng^ofled by inquiries re- 
fpeftin^ bur late difcovcries on the north-weft cOaft of America. In 
this I was very happy to learn, that no part of our condu6l, or tranf- 
aftions with any of the fubje^lsof His Catholic Majefty, appeared to have 
given the leaft caufe for jeal<Mify^ or complaint ajgatnft our little commu- 
nity ; and I was alfo much gratified by the - very handfome compliments 
that were paid to myfelf and officers, on the fuccefsful labours of our 
Voyage. After the curiofity of the Prefident and Don Ramon was fome- 
what fatisfied on this fubje^, the former, with great indignation, recount- 
ed a circumftance which 1 cannot forbear to mention^ altliough, being 
a matter only of converfation, it may poffibly appear too extraneous. • 
At the time when His Excellency was the governor at Conception, 
and during the late American, French, and Spaniffi war with England, 
an enterprize was meditated and planned by the Court of Great-Britain 
dgainft that place, which was then the feat of government in the king- 
dom of Chili. When SmSEdward Hughes failed with his fleet from Eng- 
land to the Eaft-Indies, ^Pl^as generally believed that he was to have 
a6led only in defence of our eftablilhments in. that quarter, but be- 
fore that admiral had reached the firft place of his deftination in the Eaft- 
Indies, the Prefident ftaied to us, that he was in poftcflioii pf a copy of 
Sir Edward Hughes’s orders, which hadl been tranfmitted tohim at Con- 
ception from Old Spain, by which documents he became informed, that 
an attack was purpofed to be made by that fleet from the Eaft-Indies on 
the Spaniffi feitlemei^ in South America, and that Conception was the 
place againft which tj^ enterprize would firft be attempted. In confequence 
of this intelligense a general alarm took place "throughout all the efta- 
bliffiments on die coaft ; the fortifications, which had been much negleftr 
<ed, were repaired and ftrengthened ; the number of troops attached to eaeb 
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were greatly aug^entqd,; aijid every preparatien yas made for th^lpur- 
pofe of aftipg vigor, oufliy on ditodeferifive ; and to this circumftantte ilone 
His, Excellency attribiwccj^ the abandoning of the defign, that >&d been 
concer;ted by the BritiOi Cabinet. 

Soon after Cupper was ende4 a number of ladies made their appear- 
ance at the iron grating that protected, the window of the palace, beg- 
ging our acceptance^ Qofega^ ai^ rc^uefting that we would join the 
reft of their party, adembled at a Jude diftance from the palace; but as 
I thought it would be more refpeftful to pay ourj^compliraents ’ to His 
Excellency in the audience roomj wlucH formality was fixed for the fuc- 
ceeding morning, beftue we Ihould^ vifit any one elfe in the city, we 
declined their obliging invitation {br ibe prefent> with a promife ofac- 
knowledging their civility the following day. 

We did not retire until an early hour, when we found our beds tole- 
rably good,- but we Gcmld not help< being much difgufted at the infuffe- 
rabie uncleanlinefs of our apartments; the floors of which, but more 
particularly that appointed for the refidence of the officers, were co- 
vered with flith and dirt. Ap^icatbn was inftandy made to the dra- 
goons, to procure us fome bru flies or brooms in order to fweep it out, 
but, , to our great mortification, they told .us that fuch things were not 
in common ufe at St. Jago ,; fo that the only alleviation we could obtain 
wJis that of water to fprinkle-the duft, which limfo thick in the officers’ 
apartment, that it would rather have require;^ fhovel than a brufli for 
its removal. ; 

Every funday. morning the Brefident has a levee, which is ufually at- 
tended by. the militaiy people, and the principal,, inhabitants of the city 
and furrounding country. For the purpofe of being formally introduced 
at thiskve^ wc m^eourfelviesas finart, as theexhaufted ftate of our 
refpeaive. wardrobes would allow,, and then repaired to the audience 
chamber; this room,ud^h.is fpacious, was nearly, but not extrava- 
gantly, furnilhed; the ; an|i*chamber was large in ''proportion, and the 
entrance to each was frf»vttjhe ground, through large^'^lding doors. In 
the anti-chamber were the portraits of the feveral prefidents of Chili, 
fton^.tbe firft cftabliftipent of; the Spaniffi authority iL this part of 
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the Auntry, to the prefent governor, whofc portrait was one 6f the 
The inhde walls -of thefe rooms *W€te covered with glazed 
tiles, re^mbling thofe from Holland, for about eight or ten feet from 
the floor, )vhich had a good effe£l, and was a great relief to tlie dead 
white plafter of the remaining part up to- the celling. At the upper 
end of the audience-room was a fmall ftage, raifed a few feet from 
the floor, upon which was plac^ the chair of ftate, omtimented with a 
canopy (tf red damaflc, and decorated with the portraits of their Ca- 
tholic Majelties, which were placed on each fide of the Prefident’s 
chair. The levee was attended by about one hundred and twenty 
perfons, the greater part of whom appeared in the regimentals of the 
eftabliflied militia of the country and, in fuch a well-drefled company, 
our thread-bare uniforms fuffered much by comparifon, I had, however, 
taken the precaution to apologize to His Excellency for the reduced 
ftate of our apparel, and lie did not fail, on introducing us to his friends, 
to enumerate the hardfliips we had undergone, to ftate the length of 
time we had been abfent from the civilized world, and to conclude, on 
every occalion, with fome panegyric on the laborious undertaking in 
which we had been fo long engaged. This very polite and friendly at- 
tention fodn relieved us from any embarraflment which, at firft, it waS 
natural we fhould feel in being thus unexpeftedly thrown into a circle of 
gentlemen, who made a^\ery fplendid appearance, and who fcemed to 
have great pride in conf^litiing to the fafliion of the day, and the eti- 
quette of court parade. From all the gentlemen, to whom we were made 
known, we received the moft flattering congratulations on our arrival 
at St. Jago, accompanied by very friendly invitations to their houfes ; 
and every one appeared to be anxious to make qpr time pafs as plealantly 
as the circumftances of the place would peririit. The fpecrmcn we had 
already received from our very hofpitable friends at-'Valparaifo, left us 
no room to doubt fincerity of thefe ftrangers, whofe kind folicitude 
to gratify our in^nations on every trivial occafion, was infinitely 
greater than couW reafonably have been expeftcd. After we had feve- 
rally paid our^^mpliments to the Prefident, the levee broke up, and 
we followed /«ne reft of tlie party, accompanied by Don Ramon and 
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Captdin CaiTada* to th)e leyee of the Bifliop of Chili, which alwa^com- 
mences on the qoiwlufioij ,of the Prefident’s. Here we were ajpaiti^jE^. 
ceived with the fame politedefs and afifability which had raark^ our re- 
ception at Don Ambrofio’s. The Bilhop is add refled by t(ie title of 
and the palace in, which he conftantly relides, in point of 
inagniflcence and Ihow, exceeded, in a great degree, every houfc in St. 
Jago, not excepting the;Prefidept’s, to vhom the Bifliop. is the next per- 
fon in rank and con^quence. The rooms, here were not I’c^ large as 
thofe of the royal palace, but they were fufficicnyy capacious and well 
proportioned,; the walls were hung with yellow fllk, feftooned at the 
top, die furniture was rather gaudy than elegant, yet every obje6l be- 
fpoke the rvchi^fs and exalted ftalion of: the illuftrious owner. The 
^Bifliop wasdrefled iu a loofe clerical garment of purple filk, buttoned 
cIoIcj with a fort, of ap.riOn that extended round his waift, and reach- 
ed below his kne^. This part of his drefs, I was given to underfland, 
is commonly worn in Spain hy the dignitaries of the church. 

The fame perfons who had attended the levee of His Excellency, re- 
paired with us to the palace.of the Bifliop ; but their deportment here, in 
point of refpeft, far exceeded that which had been fliewn to the Prefident. 
Marly priefts attended the levee,. one of whom always condutled to the 
Bilhop the perfon whowas to be introduced, who when.fufficiently near', 
bent one knee, and received in that fubmiflive attitude the benediftion of 
the church. On this occafipn, the Bifliop. with one hand made the 
figure of a crofs over ^e head of the perfon introduced, whilft he pre- 
‘ Tented a ring which . he wore on a finger of the other, to receive an 
additional homage, paid by touching it with the lips, as in the a6l of 
kifling. Tliis cerernbt^vWas not reftrifted to a few, for we did not 
perceive any one in. the, group that did not go through it ; and, as 
I had made it a conflant rule to conform, on all occalions, to the inno- 
cent manners and cufloips . of whatever country .we might chance to 
vifit, I fliould not have hefitated to perform the lil^ ceremony on our 
introduflion, had the Aightell hint been given, cith^^by Don Ramon 
fif Captain Caflada,' that would be expelled from but, as their 
t ^ filencc 
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filenjfc^eft us completely to our own feelings, we each of us limply made 
.««4H5 ow, which appeared to be as well accepted, and to receive as gra- 


. . 

cipus a T^nediftion, as if we had adopted the other cullomary forma- 
lity. ) 

The Bifhop made many very pertinent inquiries refpefting the coun- 
tries we had vifited, and feemed to have great pleafure in the little in- 
formation we were able to alFc^d him j for, at th^ time, we had not an 
interpreter with us, who fo perfeftly comprehended what we defcribed in 
Englifh as to make a feithful tranflation of it to the Prelate; and I do not 
recolleft that I ever felt more real regret, than on this occafion, that I 
did not fufflciently underlland the Spanilh language tc hold a converfa- 
tion with this apparently intelligent gentleman, who was pleafed to em- 
brace every opportunity of bellowing fome encomium on our late rc- 
Tearches, and to offer his Congratulations on our having fo happily con- 
cluded them. 


From the Bilhop’s palace we were conduced, by our friends, to the 
houfes of the judges and great officers of Hate, in all of which we 
experienced the fame cordiality and friendlinefs, and received the fame 
prelfing intreaties to vifit their families as had uniformly been offered 
by every perfon with whom we had become acquainted lince our firit 
arrival in this hofpitable country. About two o’clock we returned to 
the palace, where we found the Prefident waiting our arrival for dinner, 
which was ferved up on a plain deal ill-conllrufled table, by no means 
correfponding with the magnificence of the dinner fervice, which was 
intirely compofed of filver. The company confiftcd of the Prefident, 
Don Ramon de Rofas,* Captain Caffada, and ourfelves ; and the con- 
verfation turned chiefly on the late labours of our furvey, and the dif- 
coveries we had made on the coall of North-Well America, which 


were repeatedly honored with the moll flattering commendations from 
the Captain-GeneraL'who appeared to be extremely intcrelled in the 
events which we related. 

After drinkin5>6offee, which is always brouglrt in as foon as the cloth 
is removed, evj^ry one retired to his private apartment, a cuftom which 
fo generally prevails in this kingdom, that, between the hours of three- 
/ in 
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^795‘ in tke afternoon and fix in the evening, no perfon is feen in the iweets, 
— 1^— ; the fliops are (hut up, and the fame (lillnefs prevails as if it were 

night. Aceuftomed as we had hitlierto been to a life of con^nt anx- 
iety, and to be fatisfied with little reft, we w’ere at firft gveatly at a 
lofs to difcoyer how we ftiould employ the hours which were thus dedi- 
cated to fleep by the fociety in which we were now living ; but the ex- 
crcife of the morning, the heat of the weather, the want of occupation, 
and the natural inclination to fleep after a hearty meal, foon itconciled 
.us to the praftice of the country ; and we all indulged in a JieJlat (or 
afternoovCs nap) and enjoyed it I believe full as much as the moft vo- 
luptuous Spaniard in the capital. . 

Ac<iorapanied by our new friends, we were introduced in the evening 
to the family of Sen"^- Cota'ppas, a Spanilh merchant of confiderable emi- 
nence. A defcription of this gentleman’s manfion will ferv6 to convey 
an idea of the manner in which all the houfes in the city of St.* Jago 
are built. This, like moft of the principal habitations, formed a qua- 
drangle, inclofing an open area, or court-yard, of about thirty yards 
fquare, one fide of which is a dead wall that runs parallel to the ftreet ; 
and, as none of the houfes are more than one ftory in height^, this wall 
totally obfcures' every appearance of the buildings within. Tile entrance 
into the fore-court from the ftreet, was through a gateway in this wall", 
to which the houfe fronted, occupying the oppofite fide, whilft the wings, 
or two remaining fides of the fquare to the right and left, were, as 
is moft commonly the cafe, divided into offices for fervants, and fleep- 
ing apartments. Sen'' Cotappas’?^ houfe cOnfifted of an anti-chamber, a 
large kind of dining-parlour, and bed-chamberr All the rooms were 
v'ery fpacious, the principal e^nd mcafured about fixty feet in length, 
twenty-five feet in breadth, and I fhould think the height of it was about 
equal to the breadth. This room was fuperbly, or rather finely, furnifli- 
ed ; from the ceiling wene fufpended two glafs luftres, or chandeliers ; 
and on the walls were fome paintings, the fubjefts of which were taken 
from the facred writings; at each end of the room w^e large folding 
doors. The company we here met were divided into t\^ parties ; the 
ladies were feated on cufliions on one fide of the room, the gentle- 
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men V'cre fitting oppofite to them on chairs, amongft whom we were in- »79.f>- 
furnifhed with feats. The entertainments of the evening confifted ■ 
in a concert and ball, in both of which the ladies had the principal 
fliare, and deemed to take great pleafure in excelling in both the, accom- 
plifhments of mufic and dancing. The whole of the concert was per- 
^ formed by the ladies ; one led the band on the piano-forte, whilft the 
others filled up the accompaniments on violins, flutes, ailfl the harp; 
the whoIdJ was extremely well conducted, and afforded us a mufical treat, 
to which we had been long intire flrangers. 

We fhould have been extremely happy to have availed ourfelves of the 
preffmg intreaties of Sen'- Cotappas to join with the ladies in dancing, 
but di their country dances appeared to be very difficult, and as no one 
amongft us could recollefl: the figures of any of thofe we had been ac- 
cuflomed to in England, we were under the mortification of acknow- 
ledging our ignorance, and declining the intended civility of the mafter 
of the houfe. From this difappointment in the pleafures of the evening 
we were, however, in fome meafure relieved, by fome of the ladies, who 
had retired from the dance, fending us a meffage, requefting we would 
join their party on the cufhions ; with this we inftantly complied, and 
confidered ourfelves greatly indebted for this mark of condefeenfion, as ie 
was departing from the eflablifhed rules of their fociety on fuch occafions. 

The generality of the ladies in St. Jago are not wanting in perfonal charms, 
and moft of thofe we had the pleafure of meeting this evening might 
rather be confidered handfome than otherways ; they are, in general, 
brunettes, with expreflive black eyes, and regular features; but a want of 
that neatnefs, which is fo much valued amongft Englifhmen, and fo much 
the pride of my fair countrywomen, was confpicuous in many particu- 
lars, efpecially in the total negle6l of their teeth, which are fullered to 
become intolerably dirty. This inattention was not only in a very high 
degree offenfive, but it appeared to us incompatible with the pains that 
feemed to have bcen.'taken in the decoration of their perfons ; for, at this 
affembly, they wefe all fuperbly dreffed, agreeably to the fafliion of the 
country. The< moft Angular part of their drefs was a fort of bell-hooped 
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petticoat, that reached from the waift to juft below the knees, though 
fome of them did not wear them quite fo low ; immediately ben^atlvjthis. 
external part of their drefs appeared the under linen garment, the bot- 
tom of which, as well as the taffels of their garters, was fringed with gold 
lace. 

The general deportment of the ladies was lively and unrefervcd ; and 
tliey very obligingly loft no opportunity of relieving us from every little 
embarraffinent; to which the difadvantages we laboured under, hi not un- 
derftanding tl^ir language, frequently expofed us ; and I verily believe 
that there were few occalions, during the whole of our voyage, in which 
our want of knowledge of the Spanifli language was more fincercly re- 
gretted ; as it deprived us of the pleafure of enjoying the lively falHes of 
wit which we had reafon to believe occurred very often in the female 
circles, by the laughter and applaufe that their converfation fo frequently 
occafioned. This was certainly an evidence of their natural ingenuity, 
though it did not amount to a proof of their minds having been duly cul- 
tivated ; and it is not vrithout concern that I ftate, from the tefti- 
mony of their own countrymen, that the education of the female part 
of the fociety in St. Jago is fo fcandaloufly neglefted, as to confine the 
knowledge of reading and writing to a few of the ladies only. Some of 
them had the goodnefs to give us their names in writing, that we might 
the more eafily difeover and learn the true pronunciation of them ; thefe 
were always written in large letters ; but I do not mean from this cir- 
cumftance, or from our having received but few of their names, to infer, 
that the education of the fex is as much confined as was reprefented 
to us ; yet the circumftance of their being totally unacquainted with any 
other language than the dialed of the Spanilh fpoken at St. Jago, evinced 
that their education was of a homely nature. 

Excepting the inftances which arc unhappily to be found amongft the 
fex in England, the female part of the fociety polTefs a charafteriftic de- 
licacy of fentiment and exprelfion ; but here fuema degree of levity is 
obfervable in the conduft of the ladies, not only inHheir converfation, 
but in dancing and on other occafions, as to give a ftradger, and parti- 
1 cularly 
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cularly an Englifhman, no reafon to entertain a very exalted opinion 
of their virtue, but rather to imprefs him with notions prejudicial to die 
female charafiler. I mull, however, in juftice to all ihofe ladies /ii 
whom I h?d the honor of being acquainted, and they were very many, 
begjeave to ftatc, that idifeovered nothing that could impeach ^fide- 
lity of the married women, nor attaint the charafter of the ladies ; 
notwithftanding that the manners and cuftoms of the cou^ry in whicli 
they live fandlion a freedom of fpeech, and a familiarity of IMiaviour, that 
tended, in our opinion, to abridge the fex of a portion of tl^t refpeft from 
the men, of which, as Englilhmen, we did not-like to fee them deprived. 
To them we were indebted for die moft civil and obliging attention that 
can be imagined during our refidence in the capital ; their doors were 
always open to receive us ; their houfes were in a manner our homes ; 
their entertainments were formed for the foie purpofe of affording us 
amufement ; and no endeavour was omitted that could, in any way, con- 
tribute to the pleafure we received in mixing with their fociet)'. Nor 
were we lefs indebted to all thofe gentlemen to whom we became known, 
who exercifed the utmoft of their powers to render our ftay at St. Jago 
agreeable, by (hewing us every thing worthy of our notice, and by com- 
municating* every information that was either ufeful or entertaining. Wtf 
t^ere under particular obligations to Don Ramon de Rofas and Captain 
Caflada, for their unremitted attention, and goodnefs in introducing fts 
to all the refpeftable families refiding in St. jago. 

The time that we remained in the capital of Chili, paffed nearly in the 
fame manner as I have already deferibed, without the occurrence of any 
incidents to require a particular relation ; for this reafon I ftiall pafs over 
the feveral pleafant engagements we had in the different families during 
our refidence in this hofpitable place, and proceed to give fome account 
of the public buildings in the city, and to detail fuch other information 
as we were enabled ta.colle6l, and which, probably, may not be unac- 
ceptable to my readers. In doing this, however, I lhall not pledge myfelf 
for the authenticity of the fafts, nor the precifion of the circuraftances I 
am about to relate, becaufe I was not fufficiently acquainted with the 
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Spanifh language to put the queftions that I wlfh^ to have refolved' it% 
a proper way myfelf, nor to acquire the information I fought for, in fo 
cor^“ft a manner as is defirable m inquiries of this nature ; in addition 
to th.« difedvantage, I foupd it almofl: impoflTible, on a variety of occa- 
fions, make our interpreters traiillatc our queftions on fubjefts on which 
they werC^tiot converfant, fo as to obtain,, from thofc who were able to 
reply to ther^ fatisfartory anfwcrs. 

The city (^St. Jago, including the detached houles, or Ibburbs, I- 
fliould fuppofe;^ cannot be Icfs than three or four miles in circumlerence ; 
but this is only by eftimation, as I did not converfe with any one who 
could, or did, anfwer me this queftion ; but as the ftreets run at right 
angles to each other, and fome of them are little ftiort of a mile in 
length, this computation cannot be very erroneousi The city is well 
ftipplied with water from the river Mapocho, which has its fource in the 
mountains, at fome diftance from the capital, and is made to branch off 
in fuch a manner, on its approaching the town, as to pafs through the 
principal ftreets. This, in a hot climate, cannot but be fuppofed a very 
great luxury, and as conducing extremely to the health of the inhabi- 
tants ; but the fame want of cleanlinefs that pervades the infides of the 
houfes, here manifefted itfelf in the open air, and inftead of’this ftream 
becoming the means by which the ftreets might have been kept conftant- 
}pf fweet, it is rendered a moft infufferable nuifance, by the prodigious 
quantity of filth which is emptied into it from the houfes. As no caro 
was taken that a fufficiency of water Ihould be brought down to <?arry 
the foil and naftinefs away, nor to remove it in places where it form- 
ed obftruflions to the current, and produced the moft offenfive exhala- 
tions ; and as the ftreets, which are narrow, are partially paved with 
fmail ftones in the middle, and with only a few flag-ftones for foot paf- 
fengers on the fides, our walking about the town was, from thefc circuni- 
fiances, rendered very unpleafant. 

The river before mentioned, from whence the cjty is fupplied with 
water, overflowed its banks, in the month of June, 1783, in confequence 
of an inundation,, and. rulhed down towards St. Jago, with fuch impetii- 
3 ous 
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ous fury, that it demoUfhed almoft all the dams that defended the coan-i >795- 
try, did confiderable damage in the town, and jfUled every individual wi^ ' — 
fear and confternation left a fecond inundation fliould fucceed ; in yiiAi 
eafc, from the extremely defencelefs ftate in which thefe torrents h^left 
the city, there was great reafon to apprehend that not a finglc^ifice 
would be left ftanding in the capital. The prefent Captain-Gpi<rfl?al gave 
immediate orders that plans fliould be made by the moft a^ and expe- 
rienced engineers and archite6ts, for* the purpofe of repl^ng a wall, or 
dam, that had principally defended the city from the ri^er, and which 
had been deflroyed, at this time, by the inundating force of its waters ; 
but, notwithftanding that the defign he had in view was for the proteftion 
of St. Jago and the furrounding country, and to infure the fafety, inte- 
refts, and comforts of the inhabitants, yet, a popular party was made 
ngainft him, as in the'inftance of the new road, which he projefled, and 
is now carrying into execution between this place and Valparaifo, and, 
after experiencing much fatigue, perplexity, and expence, it was not un- 
til the month of January, 1792, that he effefled his purpofe fo far, as to 
begin the excavation for the new wall, or dam, againft the fide of 
the river. This will long remain a monument of his patriotifm and 
perfeverance, and he has now the gratification of hearing many of 
>hofe who- had before oppofed the undertaking, acknowledge this va- 
luable defign to be an effeftual proteflion againft any future dani- 
ger. 

'rhe wall is faid to have a foundation fourteen feet below, and to rife 
as many feet above, the furface of the river ; it appeared to be a very * 
flrong work, well executed, and capable of refilling any force or weight 
of water that may come againft it. It not only affords complete fecurity 
to the town, but ferves as an agreeable walk for the recreation of the 
inhabitants. On the fide next to the water a parapet wall is raifed, fuffi- 
cienily high to prevenj: any accident in walking ; it is about a quarter of 
a mile in length, and, at convenient diftances, flights of eafy and com- 
modious flairs are judicioufly placed to afeend the wall, from .whence a 
commanding view is obtained of St. Jago and the adjacent country. The 

whole 
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*795- (whole is built with brick and lime-mortar, and, on the firft ftone being 
< — v-^ ’^aid, an obelilk, in imitation of that in St. Peter’s fquare, and many 
<^lwrs in Rome, was erefted, on the pedeKlal of which is the following 
infi^ption, in Spanilh : 

D. O. M. 

In the reign of Charles the fourth : 
and 

During the Government of this Kingdom, 
by Don 

Ambrofio Higgins 
de 

Vallenar j 
Who ordered 

* Thefe dams to be conftrufled 
in the year 
1792. 

There were two very fumptuous fabrics ere£ling in St. Jago, which, 
when finiflied, as I was informed by the Prefident, would be unequalled 
in New Spain ; the one is the CalTa de Moneda, or the money-houfe, and 
the other is the cathedral. 

* quadris ‘ At the diftancc of about five quadras* to the fouthward of the princi- 
inakcamiic. fquare, is erefting, by order of His Catholic Majefty, the Money- 

Houfe, or Mint. The fituation is open, healthy, and well chofen for 
this extenfive and fpacious building, which appeared to be conftrufting 
upon the plan of the public offices contained within Somerfet-Houfe in 
London, though the iftrufture is by no means equal to that edifice, either 
in fize or magnificence. It is intended for the refidence of all the officers 
and people belonging to the Mint. The apartments for the former are 
large and commodious, and the rooms for the latter are very convenient. 
To thefe are added a fort of hofpital for the fick, and a chapel for divine 
fervice. Large places are to be fitted up for the reception of the mate- 
rials and implements ufed in affaying the precious metals, and feparating 

them 
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them from the ore. The walls are built with large bricks, and the ce-) 
ment, or mortar, is from lime procured by the calcination of (hells. Baift 
of. the infide was plaftered with a mod delicate white fubftance, that|/Md 
the appearance of being very durable. Mod of the iron-work in 
the building, and fuch as is neceflary for the implements, &Cj^cd in 
the bufinefs of coining, is imported from Old Spain. Pam^fns for the 
balconies, baluders, and rails, have.been tranfmitted fro^ St. Jago to 
Bifcay, yrhich have been fent back in iron, mod perfeftly M fatis%clori- 
ly executed. All the wood made ufe of in this fabric is oak,, excepting 
for the doors and windows, which are made of cyprefs. The principal 
front is to the north, and is about one hundred and fifty yards in length, 
Befides the door, or grand entrance, which is adorned with eight columns, 
there are eighteen inferior windows, and eighteen fuperior balconies. The 
two other fronts look to the ead and to the wed, and are each of diem 
one hundred and feventy-eight yards in length ; thefe are decorated in the 
fame manner as the principal front, with pillars and balconies, between 
which are various efcutcheons, with devices alluding to the purpofe for 
which the building is erefted. The court-yard is forty-five yards fquare, 
the whole adorned with columns, architrave, frize and cornice, which 
extend round the court at fome little didance from the building. The 
principal entrance leads into a fpacious faloon ; on the right are the 
apartments dedined for the fuperintehdent, and on the left are to be thole 
of the auditor; befide thefe, in the other two fronts, arc the public 
offices, the hall for drawing bills, the office for weighing gold and filver, , 
the treafury, auditory, chapel, hofpital, &c. &c. After paffing through 
the court-yard towards “the fmelting-offices, we entered a paflage, four- 
teen yards wide, which led round all the workdiops and offices of labour : 
the whole of the edifice is of the Doric order, and the didribution of the 
offices and apartments appeared to have been well confidered and judi- 
cioufly appropriated. ■'The communications were likewife commodious, 
and well concerted to facilitate the bufinefs between one office and 
another, and the whole together was a drufluref well deferving our at- 
tention. 
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The architeft is profeflbr Don Joa. Joefca, difciple of the lieutcnant- 
f gfi\eral Don Francifco Savatini, firft architeft to His Catholic Majefty. 
Dk\i\ Joefca undertook to finilh and complete this building for fevcn 
huii^i^ thoufand dollars, and the Captain-General, imprclTed with ai jufl, 
idea oH^he life and importance of fuch an ellablilhment, was induced 
to give his^Mnfent to the undertaking, as the calculation of the cx pence 
bore, in his ^^mation, no proportion to the advantages it would after- 
wards infure,\r the convenience it would alFord. The architect, how- 
ever, feems to- have been greatly miftaken in the money which he ftated 
the building would coft, as the Prefident aflured me, he was clearly of 
opinion, tliat it would require a million and an half of dollars to be ex- 
pended on the edifice before it could be completely finiflied. 

There is a fmall hill, about twelve quadras diftant from the princi- 
pal fquare, in the grounds belonging to the religious of the Dominician 
order, which is called St. Domingo. This hill contains a quarry of free- 
ftone, of a whitilh colour, foft, and eafily worked by the ohiffel. The 
vicinity of this hill to the city, and the facility with which tlie ftones 
were to be procured from the quarry, induced the Bifliop Don Juan 
Gonzales de Melgarqo to begin the laborious undertaking of building 

a cathedral ; for which purpofe he gave forty-three thoufand dollars 

towards its ereftion, and laid the firft ftone of the edifice on the firft 
« 

day of July, 1748. At this time there was not an artift in the kingdom 
©f Chili to wbofe ability a work of this defeription could be entrufted, for 
, which reafon no particular plan was adhered to, and the architefture 
leems to be a medley of whatever occurred to the perfons who fuperin- 
tended its conftruftion. The principal front iS to the eaft ; that fide 
which communicates with the epifcopal palace is to the fouth, and the 
north front runs parallel to the ftreet. The length of the building is 
about one hundred and -twenty yards, its breadth is not lefs than thirty- 
five, and the height of the middle aifle is eighteen'yards. 

It was not until after thirty years were expired, that application was 
made to Madrid for aikflful profeffional perfon to fuperintend the comple- 
.tion of this edifice. In the year 1 778, Don Joefca, the architeft employed 

in 
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in building the money-houfe, was appointed to this office, and, fortu-y 
nately, at this time, the princij^I front was not begun. The plaityhe * 
drew were fubmitted to the then prelate, Don Manuel de Alday ; and^n 
the firft day of march, in the year 1780, this artift took upon himlejjlthe 
chatge of the building, which, at this time, wanted only five ^jgpnes to 
reach the line of the principal front; the elevation of- which, I was 
given to underftand, is a clofe imitation of St, John de^ateran, and 
according to the defigns of the famous Barromini. There are three 
doors in this fide, embellilhed with columns of the Ionic- ordpr ; with- 
in is a handfome fiaircafe, that leads to light and elegant towers, which 
add greatly to the beautiful appearance of this front. The cathedral 
contains ten altars, and, although they appeared to have been con- 
flrufted without regard to any rule of proportion, yet they are well 
worthy of attention. The columns and pilallers of each arc an excel- 
lent irhitation of j^fper ; thefe are green, the pedellals are red, the cor- 
nices yellow, the'bafes and capitals are gilt, and the whole together pro- 
duces a very good effeft. The colour of the Hone, with which this edi- 
fice is built, refembles that of the Portland ftone of England ; but whe- 
ther it is of the fame durability, or not, time only will determine. The 
workmanlh’ip of the mafon appeared to us to be ill cxecute||! as few of 
the edges of the Hones were fo neatly wrought as to fit with exaftnels. 
Spires and other church ornaments, we were given to underftand, were 
intended to be ereftedj but the time when the building would be finilh- 
cd was not alcertained ; the priefls, however, faid mafs in one part of it* 
which was fufficiently eompleted for that purpofe. 

A very large church 'is alfo conllru£ling, under the direftion of the 
lame archite6l ; this ftrufture is built with bricks, its front is of the 
Doric order, with two large towers, in which confiderable knowledge of 
beauty and proportion feems to have been difplayed., .The infide of 
this church is of the' Ionic order, it contains three aifles, and feven 
chapels. 

The gaols of the city having fallen into dec&y fome years ago, and 
becoming inlecure for the confinement of prifoners,. a large building, of 
the Tufean order, was erected, and appropriated to this purpofe. This 
VoL. III. 3 L flruaure 
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*795. yiru£Iure has rather a magnificent appearance, and the diftribution of 
^ — 1 the^ells and apartments it contains leems to have been made with confi- 

derAle judgment. The centre of the building is occupied by a grand 
tow^ in which is the city clock ; and the bell, which ftrikes the retreat 
at nin^olijlock ; after which, it becomes the duty of the watchmen to fe- 
cure all peHbns of fufpicious appearance, or fuch as are found in the 
ftreets with u^wful weapons. 

Befide thel^public buildings, about half a quadra from the principal 
fquare is a houfe belonging to Sen'- Don Jofe Ramirez de Saldana, per- 
petual regidor of St. Jago, and one of its moft opulent citizens. The 
porch, which is in the centre of the principal front of this manfion, is 
decorated with Doric columns, and many pillars of the fame order are 
with confiderable tafte arranged on each fide of it. This building is re- 
puted to be the only one in the city in which the rules of architeflure 
have been ftriflly obferved ; and, on that account, it is highly eileem- 
ed by thole of the inhabitants who have any knowledge of the art, or tafte 
for regular compofitions. 

A very good houfe was crefling about fix quadras from the fquare be- 
fore mentionedi after a defign of Inigo Jones, as a country refidence for 
Sen'- Don ^e Antonio Aldunate, the Provifor General of this bilhop- 
ripk, who is juftly extolled for his polilhed manners and literary abili- 
des. 

‘At the diftance of fourteen quadras from the fanie fquare a chapel was 
• building, at the expence of the friars belonging to the order of St. Fran- 
cifco. The Doric prevails in the external compofition of this edifice, 
but within the pillars are of the Corinthian 'order. It contains ten 
. dillinfi chapels, is dedicated to our Lady of Carmin, and is called the 
Little Convent. 

Having given- fome account of the moll confpicuous public and 
other buildings, that were cither finilhed or erh£ling, in St. Jago, I 
lhall now proceed to ftate fuch information refpefting the population 
khd commerce of this city as I was enabled to procure. 

St. jfago, the capital of Chili, is ftated to have been founded on the 
of february, 1541. This city is the refidence of the Prefident, who is 

Captain- 
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Captain-General of the whole kingdom, and Governor and prefiding Judgi 
of the audience chamber, or court of juftice. It is faid to contain thirty 
thoLifand five hundred inhabitants ; and, if my eftimation of its be 

not very incorreft, it muft be confidcred as populous. The fubor^nate 
cities in this great kingdom are, Coquimbo, Chilian, Concentiolf^ and 
Valdivia; and the principal towns are Valparaifo, Capiapo^railenar, 
St. Francifeo de Borja, St. Raphael de la Rofa, La Ligua, ^illota, Los 
Andes, Melipilla, St. Jofeph, Aconcagua, St. Ferdinand* Curico, Talca, 
LinareS, Nueva, Bilboa, Caugeres, and others of lefs inaportance. 

The kingdom of Chili is dated to extend, in a northern and fbuthern 
direftion, from the uninhabited parts of Atacama, which divides it from 
the vice-royalty of Peru, to the ftraits of Magellan ; and, in a weftern 
and eaftern direftion, from the ocean to the foot of the Cordilleras, which 
. divides it from the vice-royalty of Buenos Ayres ; but I cannot help being 
of opinion, that the kingdom of Chili does not extend further fouth than 
the fouthern extremity of the ifles de Chiloe, as I fhould confider the 
American coaft, to the fouthward of thofe iflands, to be that of Patago- 
nia. It is divided into two bifhopricks, or provinces, St. Jago and Con- 
ception, each of which are under the immediate care and direftion of 
an intendant ; Brigadier Don Francifeo La Mata Linares has the charge 
.of the latter ; and the further title of Chief Intendant of the province of 
St. Jago is added to the reft of the polls of honor and places of em9lu- 
incnt enjoyed by the prelent Captain-General Don Ambrofio Higgins * 
cleVallenar ; the value of whofe appointments amount, annually, to thirty 
thoufand dollars, whilft thofe of Don La Mata Linares do not exceed ten 
thoufand dollars. Thefe provinces are each fubdivided into fmall dillrids, 
which originally were known by the name of Corregimientos, but are now 
called Subdelegaciones. 

There is about a million of fpecie coined at St. Jago every year, which 
is the fund from whence the falaries of the ftate officers, the military 
ellablilhment, and other incidental expences of the government, are 
defrayed. The army confifts of a batallion of infantry in Conception ; 
two fquadrons of horfe, one company of dragoons, and two of artil- 
lery. The cavalry of this country are all well mounted, and extremely 
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expert horfemen, and were they as {kilful in tlie ufe of fire-arms as they 
are^ in the management of the fword and the lance, they would ,not be 
inferior to any troops of this defcription in Europe. I was given to 
underftand, that in cafe of an attack upon Valparaifo, die principal fea- 
port of the kingdom, an army of eight thoufand men, confifting of ca- 
valry and militia, could there be alfembled for its defence in twenty -four 
hours. 


The country; to the fouthward olP the river Biobio, in the province 
of Conception, is inhabited by a nation of very fierce Indians, who for- 
merly committed great depredations on the frontiers under the Spanifh 
authority, and lived in a continual ftate of hoftility with their civilized 
neighbours ; but, in confequence of the humane, judicious, and political 
arrangements i|:hich have been made, from time to time, by Don Am- 
brofio Higgins, the number of the turbulent fpirits has been much rc- . 
duced, and die natives now ceafe to be regarded with any apprehcjnfioa 
by the Spaniards. In the diftrift which they occupy, I was given to un- 
derftand, diere were ten thoufand warriors, a robuft and hardy race of 
men ; but fo far had the wife adminiftration of the prefent Captain- 
General fucceeded, in (ubduing the natural ferocity of thefe Indians, and 
ih bringing them over to fiipport the authority and interefts of the 
crown of Spain ; that Don Ambrofio did not entertain the leaft doubt 
of'their co-operating with the forces of His Catholic Majefty, ftiould 
it , be neceflary to call them forth againit the invafion of a foreign 


enemy. 

Independently of the warfare which thefe people had, for many years, 
carried on againft the Spaniards, they were fubjieft to continual infur- 
reftions and internal commotions amongft themfelves. During die time 
that Don Ambrofio had the chief military command on this frontier, 
he happily fucceeded in terminafing the feuds which had fo long prevail- 
ed amongft the feveral tribes compofing this great nation, and had in- 
troduced amongft the ferocious inhabitants of this country, a fpirit of 
induftry, and a defire tp excel each other in the cultivation of the 
ground, the breeding of cattle, and other peaceful arts ; but upon his be- 
ing promoted to the elevated fituation which he now fills, with fo much 
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honor to himfelf, and benefit to the country, he was under the neceffity 
of leaving the guardianfhip of thefe children of nature, and of repairing 
to the capital. Soon after his departure from the frontiers, frelh animo- 
fities, and new caufes for jealoufy, arofe amongft the different tribes, 
which ended in a war, that was furioufly carried on by all parties. Their 
peaceful and domeftic occupations no longer engaged their attention, 
and their agriculture and breeding of cattle, which had become the fources 
from wlll?nce they were enabled to derive many comfofts, were aban- 
doned and totally neglefled. Don Ambrofio, with the fame warmtk of 
heart and intcreft for the happinefs and profperity of the Indians, which, 
during his refidence amongft them, had produced fo valuable an effeft 
on their tempers and difpofitions, reprefented to the Court of Madrid 
the commotions that continued to exift amongft the Auraucan and other 
* tribes on that frontier ; and, at the fame time, propofed fuch meafures 
as, in his opinion, were moft likely to reconcile the differences, and to 
eftablifh a permanently good underftanding between the contending chiefs 
of the four Butalmapus, which are the four diftrifts into which this na- 
tion of Indians is divided. 

In confequence of this reprefentation, and the meafures recom- 
mended by the Captain-General, he was direfted by the Spanifh court 
•to repair to the camp of Negrete, and there to hold a convocation, 
for the purpofc of hearing and redrelfing thofe grievances which wfere 
flated by the feveral chiefs to be the caufes of all their difeontents : 
and, as the preliminary fpcech of the Prefident, on this occafion, tends 
greatly to exhibit the natural chara6ler and general difpofition of thefe 
people, I have been tempted to infert a tranflation of it from the Indian 
language, under the impreffion that, to thofe of my readers who may 
be curious in tracing the gradations of the human charafler, from a fa-^ 
vage up to a civilized ftate, it may not be unacceptable. 
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“ The fpeech of Ficld-Marflial Don Amhrofio Pliggins dc Vallenar, 
Prefident, Governor, and Captain-General of the king?jlom of 
Chili, to the Auraucan and other Indian nations, met in convoca- 
tion in the camp of Negrete, on the 4 th day of march, ^ 1793* 

“ Chiefs, .my antient and honorable friends ! full of joy and fatis- 
faflion that I now meet upon this happy ground of Negrete, as for- 
merly on that of Longuilmo, the great chiefs and principal leaders of 
the four Butalmapus, into which tliis valuable country is divided, that 
flrelches from the fouth of this great river Biobio to the outer parts of 
the moft fouthern continent, and from the Cordilleras to the great ocean ; 

I falute you all with joy, and with the utmoft fmcerity of my heart. I 
am ordered by the king, my mafter, to falute you in His Majefty’s 
name, and to congratulate you on the felicity of this aufpicious day, 
which, through my mediation, on account of the love I bear you all,* 
has reftored the ineftimable bleflings of peace to the four Butalmapus. 

With the utmoft precifion and difpatch, I have taken care to remove 
every obftacle that impeded the attainment of this moft welcome objc 6 l. 
I have alfo been indefatigable in difpofing the minds of thofe to peace 
who were reftlefs and prone to revenge, or to take great umbrage on little 
occafions ; and I have been unweared in all the conferences F have had 
with the feveral chiefs, fince my arrival at the fort of Angels, and irf 
this encampment, during the time that I have waited for the arrival of 
thofe more diftant leaders, who are now colleftcd with the other mem- 
bers of this affembly. I have patiently and fully examined the complaints 
bf fbme, and heard the excufes of others, on the diftrefting fubjeft of 
your diflentions, your animofities, and your wars, fo that nothing now 
remains for me to learn of all their direful caufes. To-day, however, 
the fun fhines bright, and I fee, with heart-felt joy, that on my once 
again drawing nigh, unto you, a kindly difpofttion appears in all, to 
terminate the unhappy differences which long, too long, "have fublifted 
between you ; and I perceive that you are prepared, once more, to unite 
in thofe facred bonds of, peace, in the full enjoyment of which I left 
you, on my feparation from you, and departure for St. Jago. I rejoice 
that you all wilh to bury,, under the fod of this encampment, all your 
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animollties, heart-burnings, difputes, and differences ; and may the pre-* ^795- 
fent ffl^ting be a commencement of perpetual felicity to all the children * — — 
of man who refide in the countries that extend from Biobio to Chiloe. 

** Recolleft your fituation, O my friends, when I was appointed by 
Hk Majefly to the military command of this frontier, and deftined to lit 
down among you. There are many amongft you, who can remember the 
miferablc Hate in which I found the, whole country ; it was dellroyed on 
both fides the river, it was defolate and laid wafte, and all its inhabitants 
were fuffering the dreadful calamities of unceafing furious wars, brought 
on by their own intemperance and unruly paffions ; many of whom were 
obliged to retire, with their women and children, to the mountains, and 
were reduced at laft to the neceflity of feeding on their faithful dogs that 
followed ‘them ? The great chiefs and Indians of the Butalmapus were 
witneffes of thefe things. Before I left you, however, (on His Majefty be- 
ing g'racioufly pleafed to promote me to the prefidency of the kingdom) 
your houfes were rebuilt, your fields fmiled with a yellow harveft, and 
your pafturcs were richly decorated with the herds of your cattle. Your 
women provided you with comfortable garments ; the high-minded and 
unruly young men obeyed the voice of the chiefs ; and none of thofe 
exceffes were praftifed, which, fince my departure, have exceeded the 
cruelties and profligacy of ^our antient barbarifm ; to which yqu would 
probably have altogether returned, had it not been for the zeal of your 
Commander General, who reported your proceedings to me, and hap- 
pily fufpended, until I fhould be fent amongft you, the fatal effefls ol^ 
your difeords. 

“ I do not, however, ’wiftt to fupprefs the merit to which you have a 
juft Q^im, or to conceal, that, in the midft of all thefe difturbances, you 
rigoroufly obferved the promifes you made me in Longuilmo. The Spa- 
nifli fettlements, fituated on the fouthern fide of this great river, have 
been, by you, moft fcrupuloufly refpe6led, their perfons have been held 
facred, their cattle have not been difturbed, and in no one circumftance 
have you broken the faith and goodwill which* you pledged yourfelves 
to maintain. Of all this have I been made acquainted, from time to time, 
by the feveral commanders on the frontier ; and for this honorable part 
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*7<55- -of your conduft I give you all due thanks. What 1 then promifed 1 
«_ < hkewife have ftriflly performed ; I have recommended the four»Sa4al- 

mapus to the prote6lion of the king ; I have fupplicated him to con- 
tinue to them his paternal alfiftance ; and His Majcfty, with that great- 
nefs of foul, and piety of hearty which fo eminently diftinguifh his royal 
charafter, has been pleafed to order, that you lhall be fupported and 
protefled fo long as you n)ay deferve .the blelfings of his favor, by ad- 
hering to the good, feparating yourfclves from tlie bad, and evidcing, by 
the general tenor of your conduft, your fubordination and obedience.” 

The humanity, good, fenfc, j>atience, and perfeverance, of the Cap- 
lain General, very confpicuoufly appear upon this occafion ; and it is not 
lefs pleafing to obferve, that, even amongft thefe untaught nations of the 
earth, their political engagements are fcrupuloufly fulfilled ; and that 
the diftreffes confequent on inteftine warfare, have not the power to* 
make them violate their treaties, or to break thofe promifes which* they 
folemnly pledge theinfelves to perform. 

The territorial pofTeffions of fuch of the Indians as have fnbmitted to 
the authority, and placed themfclves under the proteftion, of tlie Sjjanifh 
crown, have been all confirmed to them by treaty ; to be ufed, cultiva- 
ted^ or difpofed of, agreeably to their own. wi^es or determinations ; and, 
as an incitement to their future induftry aivl repole, I was informed by 
Ddn Ambrofio, that he had purchafed from*thera a large trafl; of land, 
which he had divided, and laid out advantageoufly, for the purpoles 
pf agriculture and breeding cattle ; and had left it in their pofleffion, 
under the direftion of proper perfons to fee his defigns carried into 
effefl. » 

Whim we were under the hofpitable roof of the Prefident, I had an 
opportunity of feeing a chief and fix of the Indians, who had come to 
the palace to pay ah annual vifit of refpeft to the Captain-General. 
Thefe people were of a middling ftature, they were flout and well made, 
of regular features, and not unlike the North- Weft American Indians ; 
they were drelTed after* the Spanifh fafhion of the country ; but if an 
opinion can be correftly formed of the tribe they belong to from fo fmall 
a fample, they would, by no means^ anfwer the expeftations I had form- 
ed 
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cdVf their prowefs and military charafter. Thcfe Indians were accom-^ 
pan/iSW)y a Spanilh gentleman, who refides amongll them in one of ' — v- — ' 
their villages, and is called Captain of Indians ; and I underftood, that 
to each tribe an officer, of fimilar rank, is attached, who prefides over 
thoir interefts, correfponds with the Captain-General, and, on all occa- 
fions, a6ls as their advifer and interpreter. 

The exterior commerce of the kuigdom is principally carried on from 
the feajports ot Conception, Coquimbo, and \"alparaifo ; but the latter 
has the greatefl fiiare of the trade, arifing from its central fituation, and 
its vicinity to the capital : the diffance from St. Jago was formctrly thirty 
leagues ; but it will be decreafed, when the new line of road is com- 
pleted, to twenty-two leagues. From St. Jago, to the top of the firft 
hill towards Valparaifo, a diffance of about fix leagues, the road is 
finilhed ; between the foot of the hill and the city there are three bridges 
built* with bricks over three fwampy places, which before were fre- 
quently almoff impaffable, and in many other parts, where the road is 
depreffed, it is paved acrofs, to give a free courfe to the rain waters, and 
at the fame time, to prevent any damage fx’om their paffing over the 
loofc materials of which the road is compofed. This extent of road is 
now become the general refort of the inhabitants, either for walking, 
riding on horfeback or in carriages ; and the valuable chara^er who 
firft projefted it, whenever the multiplicity of his bufinefs will allow him 
to take any recreation of this nature, is conftantly attended thither by if 
numerous company of the inhabitants, and on fuch occafions he derives q 
confiderable degree of fatisfafHon in proving how eafily he can irav^ up 
the firft hill from St. J^go in his coach, with the affiftance of four mules 
only,^ 

Tlie meafured diffance between St. Jago and Buenos Ayres I could 
not learn, but I underftood that the poll travels from thence to the capi-* 
tal of Chili in twenty days ; and that the country, from Buenos Ayres un- 
til it reaches the foot of the Cordilleras, which run in a nor^tern and 
fouthern direftion, and pafs to the eaftward df 8t. Jago, is one intirc 
defert, without trees or any other fort of vegetation ; and that it is fo 
completely a level plain, that even a hillock does not appear on its furface. 

VoL. III. .3 M The 
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The neareft filver mine to St. Jago is at the diilance of about fev/m 
leagues, and the neareft gold mine is to the north-eaft of the city,'» 3 U*'Xhe 
diftance of about thirty leagues. 

The value and importance of this rich country to Old Spain is fully 
exhibited in the feveral ordinances, rules and direftions, which, from 
time to time, have been iffued to the Intendants of the provinces, and 
enforced by the fupreme council of the Indies, at the exprefs command of 
His Catholic Majefty. Thefe are comprehended under diftinfl titles, or 
heads, as they have reference, or apply to, the ecclefiaftical or civil go- 
vernment of the kingdom. The principal obfervances are thofe rc- 
fpe6ling the tenths and contributions for the endowment of the churches, 
and the fupport of the religious orders; the colleftion of the public 
revenues, the appropriation of the royal eftates, the adminiftration of 
juftice, the regulation of the internal police, and the delegation of pow- 
ers and authority in the event of foreign wars or domeftic infur- 
reftions. 

I was fo fortunate as to obtain a tranflation of molft of thele rules 
by which the archbifiiops and chief officers of ftate regulate their 
conduft ; and as it does not appear to me, that I can Ihew the rigid 
attention which is, and has ever been, p^id by the Spanifh court to the 
interefts of thefe wealthy eftablifhmcnts, fo well, as by quoting fome few* 
of the royal commands, I have extrafted three for this purpofe. 

“ Number 150. 

“ By the Bull of Alexahder the Vlth, dated the 16th of november, 
i^o'n and confirmed fince by fucceffive fuprenu- pontiffs, the Tenths 
OF THE Indies belong to my royal crown, and* half of a year’s falary 
on the benefices conferred by me ; with full dominion, abfolute ancljirre- 
vocable, to affift the churches with a fufficient fum annually, for the 
decorous maintenance of the divine law, and for a competent fiilary to 
the prelates and other minifters of the holy gofpel, who ferve at the al- 
tar. In virtue of which, the fundamental difpofition of the ritual has 
been promulgated, that thefe objefts may be duly fulfilled. My crown 
remains under the obligation of fupplying, at the expence of the reft of 
the rents of its patrimony, the fum deficient to which thefe, annually, may 
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amount, fbr the endowments and other holy purpofes ; and ther^ 
is incumbent upon all thofe a6ling under my royal authority to 
be wa^ful over, to have good difcretion in the adminiftration of the 
decimal produftions, and to divide them amongft the parties interefted, 
with due exaftnefs and integfity, that the holy churches, parilhes, and 
hofpitals, under the immediate fovereign prote6lion, may not feel any 
injury or wrong, nor my royal exchequer be called upon for its pledged 
refponfibility. I therefore commahd, that the royal officers do affill at 
all die* public fales and accounts of the tenths, and that they likewife 
attend to the ereftions and repairs of the churches, and duly examine 
the expence of each, and that they ultimately prevent all frauds and 
impofitions, to the end that the participants may have their right, and 
that my royal eftates may not be charged widi any refponfibility for de- 
ficiencies. Having confidered that the new eftablilhment and fyftem of 
inteodancies may offer doubts, on the method propofed for carrying the 
leveral regulations into effe6l, I have thought proper, conformably to 
the true fpirit of the laws already in being, to annex the following com- 
mands, for the purpofe of facilitating the new arrangement, and to in- 
fure the moll exa6l execution of all the matters it contains.” 

Here follow direftions for the calling of meetings, and a lift of die 
.officers commanded to attend them, with a great number of rules for fe- 
curing to the government a due adminiftration of their feveral funflipns. 
And it will be feen, by the following extrafts, that the happinefs of the 
people, the prefervation of good order, and the improvement of the coun- 
try, arc objefts not lefs regarded by the Spanifti monarchy, than th^fta^- 
bliftimcnt of its religiqus perfuafion, or profiting by the immenfe wealth 
which South America is capable of yielding. 

‘•’’Confiding in the care and attention which has been manifefted by 
the Intendants of provinces, I command that they do, by means of them- 
felvcs, or fubaltern judges, gain a thorough knowledge of the lives, in- 
clinations, and cuftoms of the people fubjefl to their government ; that 
.they chaftife the lazy, and thofe of bad intenUons, who, far from fup- 
porting the good order and police of their refpeftive towns, caufe in- 
quietudes and fcandal, disfiguring, with their vices and lazinefs, the good 
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^pnf of things, defn^fing the laws, and perverting the defigns of tlipfe 

Jy-i^ * amongll them who are virtuoufly difpofcd. They are not, how^l^n- 
def colour or pretext of their authority, to be inquifitive, or tb meddle 
in the life, genius, private purfuits, or domeftic concerns of individuals, 
nor to take cognizance of reports ®r uneftablifhed accufations that can- 
not influence the good example of the people, nor difturb the tranquillity 
of the public government. 

“ For the due adminiflration of jtlftice, and the circumftanccs which 
have already been provided for by the foregoing articles, it appedrs, that 
■whatever may conduce to the happinefs or profperity of my vaflals, 
Ihould and ought to be diligently attended to and obferved by the ma- 
giftrates and officers of police. For this efpecial purpofe, I order that 
the Intendants do procure, from engineers of the greateft renown and 
abilities, topographical maps of their refpeftive provinces, in which arc* 
to.be diftinguilhed their boundaries, mountains, woods, rivers, lagpons, 
and all other matters worthy of note ; and to this end, the engineers fo 
employed are to execute their commiffions with all the promptitude, ex- 
aftnefs, and pun6luality of expreffion poffible ; they are to become ac- 
quainted with the temperature and qualities of the feveral foils, and of 
t^ie natural produftions, not only of the animal and vegetable, -but of the 
mineral, kingdoms ; of the mountains, valleys, paftures, and meadows > 
of the rivers which are capable of being widened, made navigable, and ul- 
timately to communicate with the ocean ; the expence of fuch undertak- 
■ ings, and the benefits that would refult to my fubjefts from carrying fuch 
jvorks into effeft. They are to make tlicmfelves perfeftly fatisfied in what 
places new channels or aquedu6ls might be made,^ which would be ufcful 
for the watering of the -lands under cultivation, and for the purpofe of re- 
ducing labour by the ereftion of mills. To report the ftate of the bilges ; 
pointing out thqfe which require repairing, and the pafles over which 
additional ones ought to be thrown. What roads can be amended, im- 
proved or fliortened ; what proteftion or guards are neceflary I'or their 
fecurity. In what parts are growing timbers, ufeful for fliip-building 
in the provinces, or valuable in the European arfenals ; they are to cer- 
tify and report upon the induftry and commerce of the dillrids ; the 


fea- 



453 


ROUND THE WORLD. 

{^-ports capable of fbel taring veffels, which from their fituation aiit^ j^ 79 s- 
utiiij^j^ught to be kept open, and fuch as are prejudicial that had better , , 

be (huts The Intendants will alfo inform themfelves of the means of 
bettering the condition of my people, by augmenting their comforts, and 
by conferving the happinels and profperity of my dominions. With 
thefe obje6h before them, they are to take efpecial care, that, in 
the towns or villages, within their refpeftive provinces, they do not al- 
low of \*agabonds without deftinatidn, nor people without inclination to 
work ;* but that they make the fturdy, and of competent age to manage 
arms, inlift into my royal regiments, engage in my marine fervice, or on 
board fliips of commerce ; or elfe that they order fuch perfons to be em- 
ployed in the repairing or erefting fuch public works, as (hall be judged 
mofl: proper, according to the circumftances of each individual’s cafe. 

Should any fuch perfons be unfit for work, and mendicants by profef- 
fion, they Ihall be taken up, put into hofpitals, and there be employ- 
ed each according to his ftrength ; but if it can be proved that they are 
relllefs unquiet llibjc6ls of no refponfibility, and bad character, the penal- 
ties eftablilhed by the laws of the Indies are to be inflifted, and fuch 
vagrants are to be fent to hard labour in the mines, or to the Pre- 
fidios.” • 

. Thefe ordinances are alfo the firft of a great number of regulations, 
which follow for the encouragement of induftry, the cultivation of. the 
furfacc, and extending the mineral property of thele kingdoms, in which 
is difplayed no lefs zeal and concern for the profperity and comforts of 
all the inhabitants, whether of Spanilh extraction or the native Iqcljarw, 
than for the intereft wjiich the Spanilh crown polfefles in fecuring to it- 
felf the monopoly of this valuable part of its extenfive empire. For as 
th^I^ngdom of Chili cannot but be regarded as capable of producing 
great wealth, as well from its furface as from its inexhaulliblc mineral 
productions, it may fairly be efleemed as one of the richefl territories 
belonging to His Catholic Majelly. In order, however, to promote the 
growth of the greateft quantity of corn and number of cattle, encourage- 
ment fliould be given to the lower orders of the people to become in- 
dullrious, and to prefer the pleafant purfuits of cultivation, to that fupine 
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|rfnd inaflive way of life to which they have been too loi^g accuftomj^ ; 
for if a fpirit of induftry were generally diffufed amongfl: them, 
rewards held out for working the valuable metals, the prefenb'^habits of 
indolence would probably be overcome ; and as there does not exift any 
phyfical impediment to exertion either from climate or any local cir- 
cumftance, it is not poflible to afcertain what might be the fum of the 
return from the produftive labour of this highly favored country, when 
fuch labour (hould be properly dire6ied to the feveral fources of«its latent 
wealth. The influence of the ecclefiallical orders over the minds' of the 
people, and the preference which is given by them, and the generality 
of the inhabitants, to an ufelels unworthy life of lazinels and begging, 
will continue to operate againll any change ; and it is much to be ap- 
prehended, that nothing but a totally new modification of theijr prefcnt 
fcheme of fociety, can infure to the individuals, and to the ftate under * 
which they are protefled, the advantages that a reform in their politi- 
cal fyftem promifes in future to beftow. 

Confidering that the time we had now been abfent ‘from the vcflels 
had' been of fuflficient length to accomplifh the feveral fervices I had left 
to be performed, preparations were made for our return to Valparailb ; 
and after exprefling our moll grateful acknowledgments for th‘e weighty 
obligations conferred upon us, by the unremitting attention to our pre-- 
lent comforts, and anxious concern for our future welfare, which on 
every occafion had been exhibited by His Excellency the Prefident, and 
making offer of our beft thanks for the friendly, hofpitabic, and polite 
ent«£tainment wc had received from other individuals during oiar flay in 
the capital, we took our leave, and jjroceeded from St. Jago towards 
Valparailb. The lame ‘ mode of conveyance as that to which w^ had 
before reforted, was now adopted for our journey back to the lea ebaft. 
Neither the road we had to retrace, nor the country on either fide of it, 
prelented any thing in the courfe of our travelling worthy of remark, 
that I have not fufficiently noticed on our journey to St. Jago, except- 
ing that the road, which firom the loofenefs of the materials with which 
it is formed, had fuffered, as I fufpc6led it would, very much by the dc- 
feending waters from the mountains, and in many places it was greatly 

injured 



455 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


in|t,Ted by the riin that had fallen during our refidence at St. Jago ; and 
it is irtUlSJi^to be feared, unlefs fome means can be adopted for its fecu- 
rity, and to prevent the injurious effefts of the defcending torrents, that 
this valuable defign projefted by Don Ambrofio will in a great meafure 
be defeated. 



On our arrival at Valparaifo I found moft of our bufinefs in a ftate of 
forwardnefs ; the raainmaft had been, repaired and was got on board, but 
on our attempting to rig the mainyard, it was found to be rotten nearly ThurfdayiG^ 
half through in the middle of it, and in this ftate intirely unlit for fervice ; 
this was a mortification I did not expc6l to have met with, and as there 
was no poftlbility of procuring at this place a fpar of fufficient fize to 
replace it, the only means we had of repairing the defeft was by making 
a temporary yard out of a fpare maintopmaft, with the addition of the 
yard arms of the yard jvhich was decayed, and which I was extremely 
forry to obferve were by no means in a perfeftly found. condition. 

Although a further detention at Valparaifo was now unavoidable, yet 
that was not the only circumftance which produced me concern on this 
occafion ; for this additional difafter was of fo ferious a nature, that when 
I came to refleft on the difabled condition of our main-maft, and that our 
main-yard would be in three pieces, I was under the cruel neceflity of 
giving up all further thoughts of recommencing our furvey of the co^ft 
to the fouthward of the iflands of Chiloc, and to determine on making- 
the beft of our way from this port round cape Horn to St. Helena. I 
could not, however, avoid having fome apprehenfion left our very crip-* 
pled ftate Ihould prove infufficient to preferve the veflel aroidft the boif- 
terous feas we had to encounter in this paflage, notwithftanding that every 
preca.u;^n within our power that could be devifed was reforted to, for the 
purpofe of making the mail and yard as fecure as poflible. 

The regret I felt in being thus compelled to abandon the examina-. 
tion of this almoft unknown, yet interefting part of the coaft, is not to 
be deferibed ; becaufe I had anxioufly hoped that I Ihould have been 
enabled by our re-equipment at Valparaifo, to have carried into effefb 
the whole of the commiflion which His Majefty had been pleafed to in- 
trull to my execution ; but under all the circumftances of both the velfels. 

condition. 





1793. 

April. 

i, ^ * 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

condition, I did not confider myfelf warranted to indulged my inclinatyon.'; 
at the hazard of His Majefty’s (hips under my command, and ^y(he rifk 
of the lives of fo many valuable men, who had cheerfully endured the 
fatigues of our former furvey, and who, after fo long an abfence from 
their native country were intitled, in a peculiar manner, to every care and 
proie£lion that were in my power, for the purpofe of infuring them a fale 
return to their families and friends. • 

The main-yard was fent on fhore, and the carpenters were immediately 
employed upon it ; but as I could not flatter myfelf that it would be in a 
ftate fit to be received again on board in lefs than eight or ten days, I em- 
ployed this interval in examining the ftores and provifions with which we 
had been fupplied, in attending to the repairs of the velfels, vifiting the 
obfervatory on fliore, and making fome obfcrvations on the harbour and 
town of Valparaifo ; with which, and the refult of the aftronomical and 
nautical obfcrvations made during our flay, I fhall conclude this chapter. 

The caulkers were yet bufy on the decks and other parts of the Dif- 
opvery, and the rigging demanded infinitely more repair than I had fup- 
pofed it would have required, owing to the very rotten and decayed ftate 
of almoft every rope on board. In thefe eflential fervices thp artificers 
were conftantly engaged, whilft the reft 6f the crew were employed in 
prpeuring a full fupply of water, and fuch a ftock of flour and other pro- 
vifions as I confidered would be neceflary until we fhould arrive at St. 
Helena. 

* ^^ips deftined to the port of Valparaifo, fhould endeavour during the 
fummer months to make the coaft well to the fbuthward of the bay, in 
order that a fair wind may be infured for entering the bay. The fouth- 
erly winds, which in general extend from 60 to 70 leagues fr<^m the 
coaft, moftly prevail until the month of may ; and from the middle of 
that month during all the months of June, July, auguft, and feptember, 
I was given to underftand the prevailing winds were from the north. 
Thefe winds are commonly attended with great quantities of rain, and 
very foggy weather, but they do not often blow with much violence. 
As foon as the wind returns to the fouthward the dry feafon commences, 
and fo it continues with little variation during the remainder of the year. 

Thefe 
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T5^efc winds, l^wcver, frequently blow very tirong, fo as to break veC- 
fels'ia^^ft, though well fecured by anchors on the fhore, near to ’the 
town ofValparaifo. Within four or five leagues of the point of Angels, 
which is the weftern point of the bay, is a low rocky point, near to which 
is ji detached high barren rock ; thefe points lie from each other s. 51 w. 
and N.51 E. To the northward of the above low rocky point, are 
fome fcattered rocks, that lie about two miles from the point, and about 
a fourth \)f that diftance from the Ihore, and to the northward of thefe 
rocks is a fandy bay, on the north-eaft fide of which is a houfe. In 
this bay I was led to believe that anchorage might be had, though the 
fituation is certainly very much expofed. The point of Angels, (olF 
which are alfo fome rocks lying very near to it,) may be approached by 
failing at.the diftance of half a league from the fhore, and as foon as the 
point is pafled the town of Valparaifo is inftantly difeovered. About 
feveamiles to the north-eaft from this point is a clufter of rocks lying 
at fome diftance from the fhore, on which the fea breaks violently ; but 
we had no opportunity of afeertaining their fituation with any degree 
of precifion. The bay is about four miles wide, and about a mile 
deep ; apparently free from any fort of danger ; but as it is greatly ex- 
pofed to the northerly winds, the trading veffels conftantly moor witli 
two good anchors and cables in that diredion, and with othe^ cables 
fall to anchors on fhore, in 5 or 6 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom, 
near to the cuftom-houfe ; by which means it is expefted that the officers 
of the revenue may be enabled to prevent any contraband trade, by^ 
vigilantly attending to their duty in the day time, and by a rowing 
guard during the nigh*. The depth of the water gradually increafes 
with the diftance from the fhore to 35 fathoms, and the bottom be- 
corn^*nSDre tenacious. In the depth of 16 fathoms, in which we took 
our ftation, it was a very ftiff clay. Here we moored a cable each way, 
to the northward and to the fouthward, the point of Angels bearing by 
compafs N.35W., the fort in the town n. 86 w., the redoubt on the 
hill s. 5 E., the church at Almandrel s. 65 e., the call fort n. 83 e., the 
eaft point of the bay k. 57 e., and the ncareft fhore s. 7 w„ a cable’s 
length diftant. 
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On the top of a hill, on the eall fidp of the ^ay, is open or b^r- 
bet' battery, lately erefted with ftonc and brick, and capable of^ount- 
ing ten guns ; this battery commands all that fide of the bay, the beach, 
and the village of Almandrel. On the fummit of another hill is a ftone 
redoubt, of a’ circular form, with eleven embrafures ; thefe command 
the beach and village of Almandrel to the eaftward, the bay to the 
northward, and the town and harbopr of Valparaifo to the north-weft- 
ward. Although this fortification was in a raoft neglefted and ruinous 
condition, we were given to underfland, that the principal magazine 
was inclofed within its ruins. The largeft and moft confiderable fortifi- 
cation is in the middle of the town, within which is the refidence of the 
governor. It is fituated on a fmall eminence, one fide of which is open 
to the lea, and is feparated from it only by a very narrow pafs. The 
height of the lower wall, which is ftrong, and well built with mafonry, 
is about fifteen feet to the embrafures ; of which, there are fix that front 
the lea, two face the ftreet to the eallward, and two look into the 
market-place to the weftward. The upper part of the’hill is furround- 
ed by another ftrong ftone wall, about ten feet in height, and half way 
up the hill ; a third wall crolles it, which Ihews three embrafures to the 
fea, immediately over the fort and the governor’s houfe below. At 
the place where this wall terminates, which is near the fummit of the 
eminence, the fide of the hill falls perpendicularly down into a deep 
gully, by which the fort is encompafted, and which might be the means 
pf rendering fliis fortification unalTailable, and a place that might long 
be maintained, were it not for other hills within mulket-lhot, which 
command every part of it. The fpace inclofed by the lower wall is 
about four hundred yards in length, and in fome places about one hun- 
dred in breadth ; here are the barracks for the troops, and at the'upper 
end is a building, in which a court is held, for the regulation of the 
police of the town. A door, in that fide of the wall which faces the 
market-place, is the only entrance, and leads by a winding ftair-cafe 
to different parts of the* fortification. There is one other fortification, 
abtmt half a mile from the fort, fituated on the weft fide of the bay, at 
the foot of a high hill, and but little elevated above the . level of the 
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f^(j. This fh^s a face of five embrafures to the eaft, and in that 
dire6lipn commands the weft fide of the bay; three embrafures to. the 
northward are fo difpofed, as to be able to open upon any veffel the 
irtftant fhe paffes round the point of Angels; whilft two others to the 
fouthward, command the (hips lying in the harbour or the bay. We 
computed that thefe feveral places contained about feventy pieces 
of cannon, many of which were ^without proper carriages, and fome 
were lying difmounted under the walls of the lower battery ip the 
town. 

From the weftern fort fome rocks extend into the bay, and the bot- 
tom is too foul for veffels of any force to anchor nearer to this for- 
tification than about four- hundred yards; but they may approach 
and anchor in a very eligible fituation, within about two hundred and 
fifty yards of the garrifon or' principal fortrefs ; and neither of thefe 
platfes, in their prefent fituation, would be able to refill a well-dire£led 
fire even from two or three frigates. 

It appeared to us to be very extraordinary, that, under the exjfting 
circumftances of Europe, and during a war between Spain and France, 
the fortifications at Valparaifo fhould remain in fuch a negle£led, ruinous, 
and defenCelefs ftate, and that no meafures fhould either be reforted lo, 
’ or appear to be in contemplation, for putting them into a^ more re- 
fpeftable condition ; efpecially as it is from this port that the kingdom 
of Peru principally depends for its fupply of grain ; in return for which 
fugar, tobacco, indico, and fpirits, are imported into Valparaifo. Tar 
we found not only to be a very fcarce but dear article, as the ejtpAce 
of the quantity which was neceffary for our new cables, was nearly 
equej.to that of the workmanfhip and raw material of which they were 
compofed. 

The houfes in Valparaifo, on account of the earthquakes which fre- 
quently happen in South America, like thofe at St. j3go> confift of the 
ground floor only ; the walls are built with mud, and plaftered over with 
a preparation of lime they are convenient, well adapted to the climate, 
and are in general handfomely furniflied. In the town and in the vil- 
lage of Almandrel there are fix churches, within the diocefe of the arch- 
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bifliop of St. Jago, but under the 4 ir 4 £lion of a vicar, ^who refides^t 
Valparaifo, and is amenable » for his condufl to the archbiflio^'!: The 
town and its neighbourhood are under the jurildiftion of the governor, 
who receives his appointment, with a (alary of four thoufand dollars per 
annum, from the king of Spain ; but he is neverthelefs under the im- 
mediate orders and controul of the Captain-general. All civil and mili- 
tary caufes are heard at St. Jago. Capital olfences arc feldora commit- 
ted ; a man was found guilty on a charge of felony, and hanged about 
three years before our arrival, a punilhment that, we underftood, was fel- 
dom known to he inflifled. , 

I could not afeertain what were the revenues of the king of Spain 
on the exports and imports at Valparaifo, the colledion of which is an 
important part of the governor’s bufmefs : nor was I able to fatisfy my- 
felf as to the amount of dollars which are annually fent from this port 
to Old Spain, but I had reafon to believe it was not lefs than one mil- 
lion and an half. The quantity of gold and filyer coined into money at 
Mexico is prodigious ; 1 obtained an account of the coinage there, from 
the ift of January to the gift of december, 1793, by which it appeared 
that the total amount w^ as under : 

In gold. In filver. Total, 

pefos, or hard dollars, pefos, pefos, 

• ^84,262. 23,428,680. 24,312,942. 

. This, however, was the greateft quantity of fpecie ever known in one 
year to have been coined in the raoney-houle at Mexico. 

* Ih anfwer to a letter, which by the deiire of Sen^- Don Arnbrofio I had 
written to him, acquainting him with our fafe remrn to Valparaifo, he 
had the goodnels to exprefs the moft ferious concern for the decayed 
(late in which I had the misfortune to find our main-yard ; and in a letter 
to Governor Alava, he direfied him to ufe his utmoft endeavours to fup- 
ply us with a new one, by fearching amongft the traders in the port ; and 
Rating that he had underftood from the (hip Mercury, a main-yard for 
the Difeovery might be pnocured. Although we could not on this occa- 
fion avail ourfelves of the Prefident’s kind attention, yet thefe letters 

breathed 
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breathed not oi^y fo much friendlinels and anxiety for the prefervation > 796* 
of our little community, but exhibited fuch earneft folicitude for the fefe 1 — * 
return of bur expedition to Europe, left the important information we 
ha| to communicate Ihould be loft to the world, that I cannot refift 
noticing this circumftance as an additional proof of the goodnefs and 
magnanimity of His Excellency the Prefident of Chili. 

The wind, which had been generally in the fouthern quarter, blowing Thurrday23. 
gently, .and fubfiding into a calm towards the evening, changed to the 
north, and was accompanied by a very heavy rain, that continued with 
little intermilfion all the following day. After the rain ceafed, the wea- Friday 24. 
ther was cloudy and unpleafant until faturday, when the wind returned Saturday 25. 
to the s. S.W., with fair and moderate weather, notwithftanding which 
the Chatham’s fmall bower cable, in confequence of its being completely 
worn out, broke, which obliged Mr. Puget to warp the velfel nearer in 
fliore, and to moor to an anchor on the beach ; after which the anchor, 
with the remainder of the cable, was recovered. On the monday fol- Monday 27. 
lowing the carpenters finifhed the main yard, and it was got on board 
and rigged, the caulkers had nearly finifhed their bufinefs ; and, as I was 
very anxious to take our departure, I gave orders for the obfervatory 
and inftruments to be received on board, and the veflels to be made 
ready for proceeding to fea the firft favorable opportunity. It .was not, May. 
however, until the 5th of may, that we had fufficient wind to encoura*ge lueidays. 
us to unmoor, which was done about fix in the morning, with a light 
breeze of wind from the fouth ; but this foon dying away; we r^urn^ 
nearly to the place from whence we had come. On a frelh breeze fpring- 
ing up, about noon th^ next day, from the fouth and s. by w., we un- Wednef. 6. 
moored, and after faluting the fort with thirteen guns, (which were equal- 
ly returned) and taking our leave of Governor Alava, and the reft of our 
very hofpitable friends at Valparaifo, we made fail from the port, in 
company with the Chatham and a Spanifh brig and fchooner. 

The trade of this port is carried on in fhips from two hundred and 
fifty to feven hundred tons burthen ; in which *is annually exported to 
Lima about fifteen thoufand tons of wheat and wheat-flour, large quan- 
tities of fmall cordage, dried fait fifti, and apples, pears, and peaches, in 
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great abundance. All goods imported are landed on alfoft fandy bank 
lyihg before the cuftom-houfe, and from thence carried intojhe ware- 
houfCvS, or removed to diliant parts of the country on the backs of mujes ; 
by which conveyance the articles for exportation are* in like marker 
brought down to the fliore. Mof[ kind? of vegetables, and a great va- 
riety of fruits, as well thole of the northern parts of Europe, as thofe 
common in the tropical countries,. were here procured in great plenty, 
were all excellent of their kinds, and were very cheap : the water was 
extremely good, though the mode of obtaining it was fomewhat tedious, 
as we were obliged to fill our calks from pipes of a final! bore, through 
which it was conduced from die refervoir in the market-place down to 
the water-fide. Although there was no perceptible current in the bay, 
the rife and fall of the tide was evidently about three feet. 

Astronomical and Nautical Observations. 

On the 27th of march, 1795, Kendall’s chronometer, ac- 
cording, to the lall rate, Ihewed the longitude to be - 287“ 46' 50" 

Arnold’s No. 14, 287 53 35 

. Ditto 176, 286 30 50 

The ^rue longitude, as afeertained at the obfervatory, by 
39 fets of lunar diftances, was _ . . _ 288 28 52 

By which it appears, that Kendall’s chronometer was 
^42^2"^ Arnold’s No. 14, 35' 17''; and Arnold’s No. 176, 

1*58' 2^' to the weftward of true longitude. 

By equal altitudes, taken on the 26th of april, 1 795, 

Kendall’s chronometer was found to be fall of mean 
time at Greenwich, on that day at noon, io’' 59 " 23 '' 15"" 

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 29 34 

Arnold’s No. 14, fall of mean time, at Greenwich, ditto, 6 15 10 15 
And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 25 10 

Arnold’s No. 176, fall'of mean time at Greenwich, ditto, 13 28 33 15 
And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 58 57 

The 
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The latitude!^f the obfervatqry, by twelve meri- 
dional altitudes of the fun, was found to be 33“ 1' 30" 

I’he Variation, by two different compafles, and 
by)fix fcts of obfervations on each, - ^4 49 eaftwardly 

frhe vertical inclination of the magnetic needle 

Marked end. North face Eaft, - - 44® 57' 

Ditto, ditto Weft, - - 44 40 

Ditto, South face Eaft, - - 43 45 

Ditto, ditto Weft, - - 43 40 

Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle, - 4 -| 15 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Quit. Valparaifo — Proceed to thefouLhward — Pafs to the foulh of cape Horn 
— Ufelefs fcarch for tlie ijla Grande — Part company xaith the Chaiham— 
Arrive at St. Helena — Join the Chatham there — Leave St. Helerta — Cap- 
ture the MacqJJar Dutch Eajl India Man — Proceed to the northward — 
Dif cover a number of vejjels under convey of His Majejiy's Jkip Sceptre — 
Join the convoy^ and proceed with it to the Shannon — Difcovery proceeds 
Jrtm thence to the river Thames. — AJlronomical and nautical obfervations. 


» 795 - 

May. 


Thurfday 7. 


Saturday 9. 


H AV I N G appointed with Mr. Puget our next rendezvous to be at 
St. Helena, with a frefh breeze varying between s. s.w. and s. by e., 
we left the bay of Valparaifo, and paflfed the point of Angels, fleering 
to. the w. s.w. The weather was clear and pleafant, yet a hehvy fwell 

from the s. s.w. indicated very boifterous weather in that quarter ; the • 
wind, ho^vever, continued to blow a gentle gale from the fouth-weftern 
.quarter, with which we made conliderable progrefs. From the ex- 
tremely worn-out ftate of our fails, the foretopmaft flayfail fplit, and 
o^i^.a f^i'Ccy of our other fails and cables, we were under the neceflity of 
condemning a beft bower cable, a foretopfaiJ, and .main topmafl flayfail, 
which were unbent, and replaced by others that could fcarcely be con- 
fidered to be in a much more ferviceable condition. " 

The obferved latitude, on faturday, was found to be 33“ 21' fouth, 
the longitude, by Arnold’s chronometer. No. 14, 282® 5^; by No. 176, 
282" 36' 30" ; by Kendall’s, 282“ 6 45" ; and by the dead reckoning 
282*25'; the variation of the compafs 13® 15' eaflwardly. The wind 
veered for a few hours to the north-wefl, and blew a frefli gale, with 
which we direfted our courfe towards the s.s.e., until it returned to its 

former 
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former louih-w^lern quarter, when we fliould have been able to have ‘795» 
made gteat progrcls to the fouthward, liad we not been rej^eaied- ^ " 

ly under ‘llic necelhiy of fliortcning fail for the Chailiam, wliieh was far 
a-^ern. Some petrels, and fix or eight pintados, were f('eii,al)out the Tuerddy is. 
fliip, and two days afterwards feveral large albatrolTi's were obfei vcfl at 
^ no great dillancc. 'I’hc weather continued to be pleafant until tlic 19th, Tucklay < 9 - 
w’hcn the wind changed to the north-weR, and was attended by very 
thick difagrecable I’qually weather. Our courle was again dire ' ted to 
the s. s. K. ; and it ga\ e me concern that we were not able to avail our- 
felves of this favorable w'ind, without rilking a reparation frorn the Chat- 
ham ; for, notwithRanding the additional quantity of ballaR which flie 
had taken on board at Valparaifo, Ric did not app('ar to be improved 
in her failing : al.)out noon her lignal was made witli a gun to make 
more fail, 'I'hc wind incrcafed from the wcR and north-weR, ac- 
companied by very heavy fqualls of hail and rain ; in the courfe of the 
night falfe fires were burnt, to denote our fituation to our confort, 
and on the next forenoon her fignal w’as again repeated to make more Wednef. 20. 
fail ; but as we Rill kept increafing our diRance from her, about noon 
I ordered the mainfail to be hauled up, and a reef taken in each of the 
topfails, ‘At this time, in latitude 50” 50' fouth ; longitude, by ArnoldTs 
No. 14, 28o‘’g3' .)5" ; by No. 176, 281” 32' 30"; by Kendall’s ^chrono- 
meter 280" 23' 30" ; and by the dead reckoning 281“ 1 1 ' ; the variation* oi' 
the compafs was obferved to be ly" caRwardly ; and cape Noir to In-ar 
by compafs, according to the Spanifit charts, s. 42 r.., diRam 100 
k'agucs, but, bv our calculations, it bore by compafs s. jO n., a^ wtJ? 
at the dillance of 107 leagues. 

As we procealed to the fouthward the weather gradually changed for 
tl’.c w’orfi."^ and the wind, which, with little intciiuption, had Inthirto 
been agreeable to our wilhes, now became turbulent, and blew at times 
in very heavy Itjualls ; in one ol thefe, about three o clock on friday Fn<i.iy j.-. 
afternoon, we carried away the maintopfail Riect : this obliged us to 
take in the lail ; on the gale increafing the. foretopfail was furled; 
and, fearful of any ferious accident, either to our main yard or maR, I 
direaed the mainfail to be taken in, and the topgallant yards and malls 
Vo L. III. 3 ^^ 
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to be ftruck, in order that the weak parts might be grained as little 
as could be helped ; about an hour afterwards, the ftarboard •bumkin 
was alfo carried away, and the wind, at w. s.w., continued to blow 
with great ^dolence until midnight, when it became fomewhat more mo- 
derate, and tve were enabled to fet the mainkul and llortn ftayf?!!. 
Falfe fives were burnt during the night as fignals to' the Chatham. 
Towards the next morning, after low'cring the topfails, and hauling 
up the mainfail, in a heavy I'quall of wind and hail, we wore Ihe fhip, 
to wait for our confort. In the afternoon, although the w'ind con- 
tinued nearly from the fame quarter, the weather became more mo- 
derate, and we were able to get up our topgallant yards and malls, 
and to make the bell of our w’ay towards the fouth, direfting our 
eourfe as much to the eallward as the variation of the wdnd would 
permit. This favorable change, however, was not of long duration ; 
for, in the afternoon of the 25th, on the wind veering* to the well and 
north-weft, we w^erc obliged to clofe-rccf the fore and rnaintopfail, 
and take in the mizentopfail. The gale continued to increafe wdth 
fo much violence, that, by feven o’clock on tuefday morning, w’e were 
under the necelfity of. handing our topfails, and getting the top-gal- 
lant yards and malls down upon deck, . to relieve the malls, and to 
make the Ihip as fnug as polfiblc. The obferved latitude at noon was 
56* 4' fouth; by Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, the longitude appeared 
to be 285° 52' 30"; by No. 176, 286“ 55'; by Kendall’s, 285" 32' 15"; 
and by the dead reckoning 286® 33'. According to obfervations which 
fcftl b^n procured in the two preceding days, it appeared, that the dead 
reckoning had erred thirteen miles in latitude,* and twenty-five miles 
in longitude, the Ihip having been fet fo far to the north-eallward. The 
wind-continued to blow very hard, varying between w. s.w. and^v.N^w., 
until tow'ards the evening, when it altered to the call, and e. s. e. brought 
with it a very heavy fall -of fnow, and* blew fo violently, that our wea- 
ther rnaintopfail fheet gave way, and obliged us to take in the lail. 
About fix o’clock the next morning the wind again changed to the s.w., 
and the weather became fufficiently moderate and clear to get up the 
topgallant yards and malls, and to fet our reefed topfails. Notwithlland- 

ing 
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ing that at thl^titnc tliere was no great prcfTure on any part of the rig- 
ging, (<J extremely rotten and decayed were our principal ropes and 
that our flarhoard inaintopfail flieet broke, the gih-booin fnapped 
fh^rt off about tlic middle, and the wind fjdit the mlzentoplail. Juft 
btibre nine o’clock in tlie fore noon, an idand was Iceu !)earine by com- 
pafs N. 1^ w., which at firfl we fuppofed to be Diego Ramirez; but as 
that is rcprcfenlcd by former navigators to be a fingle iiland in the latitude 
of 5^’ 3^' fouth, longitude 291'' 31' ; as the land in fight loon put on the 
appearance of being much broken ; as we had foundings about two in 
in the afternoon at the diftance of 3 leagues in the depth of 80 fathoms, in 
the latitude of 36“ 28' fouth, longitude 291“ 23'; and as Captain Cook 
had palled between the iflands of St. Ildefonfo and 'I'icrra del Fuego, in 
the latitude of 5 -,“ 33' fouth, longitude 290" 19'; I had every rcafon to 
believe that we had been millaken, and that the land we had feen at nine 
o’clock was St. Jldefonfo's ifles, which at this time bore by compals 
\v^ s. w. The wind was lefs boiftcrous on the fucceeding day, but 
the weather confinued to be tinplcafant, being very dark and gloomy, 
with frequent heavy fliowers of fnow. About eleven o’clock at night, 
in a fquall of hail, rain, and fnow, the maintopfail was fpHi and was re- 
placed by* another, which althougli wliole and the bell we had, was iif a 
•very unferviccable condition. 

Notwiihfianding that the fnow continued to fall fo very heav'd y t?hat 
no obfervation for the latitude could be procured, yet by four double 
altitudes of tb.e fun taken by two nerfons with dillerent iuiiruments, the 
latitude w'as found to be 36*’ 37'; the longitude carried on by nV d.-tffi 
reckoning, and eorret:(«ed by Arnold’s chronometer No. 1 ), aj)j)eared to 
be 293“ 39', <uul the \ariation of the com pafs 23'’ caiiaardly. 

"^Tronfid^tu ing tluit we. were now fufficiently advanced (o the fouiliv/ard 
to avoid any ineonvenience or interruption from tiic iflands which lie oil 
cape Horn, I dete rmined to fhape fuch a coun'e to tlie north-eaflward. 
as tv'c proceeded in our nmte to St. Helena, as migl.t alford me an op- 
portunity of feeing and determining the fitLwtion of the Ida Grande, 
tlie fouthern point of which is ftated to be in latitude 33" 30', longitude 
313° 20'. On tlrc 30th we were again vifited by flrong gales and heavy 
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fqualLs of wind from the weft and north-weftern points, 'vfhich frequent!)'- 
rediiccd us to our courfes ; as we proceeded towards the north- 5 aft, the 
latitude by an indifferent obfervation appeared to be 55,“’ 28', and dte 
longitude at noon brought forward by Arnold’s chronometer No, 14, was 
according to the dead reckoning, 299° 9'. ' 

On the ift of June about fix in the morning, I ordered the foretopfail 
to be taken in, for the purpofc of allowing the Chatham to come up with 
us, as fhe was at tins time far aftern. At day-light tlie next mor.iing flu; 
was in fight from tiie maintop, but not from the deck. 

Our latitude by the dead feckoning fince the preceding day being 
46° 16', and the longitude brought forward by Arnold’s chronometer No. 
14, 310® 8', it was reafbnable to conclude, as we had a frelh breeze from 
the weft and fouth-weft, that we were approaching very rapidly* towards 
Ifla Grande ; and as I was very folicitous to examine the fpace al- 
lotted to this ifland, I continued our courfe to the northward, that wc 
might fall into its parallel fome leagues to the weftward of the fpot af- 
figned to it ; but in the afternoon we were again vifite'd by a very furi- 
ous ftorm at firft from the N.w. but foon afterwards from the s.w. 
which obliged us to ftecr to the eaftward, under the forefail and clofe- 
reefed maintopfail on the cap, in order that wc might keep a-licad of the 
fca which ran cxceftively high, and broke with great violence. Under 
this reduced canvas, we outfailed the Chatham fo much as to lofe fight of 
her. The fouth-weft gale continued to blow very hard until the morning 
ofthc^th, when it moderated, and was attended by clear, though fe- 
>^ely cold weather. We now flood to the northw'ard, and had the 
pleafure of rejoining the Chatham. At noon our obferved latitude was 
4/5° 30', longitude 312" fjj ; in this fituation I efteemed it to be a very 
fortunate circumftance that the weather was fine, and that tl>e horizon 
was remarkably’ clear in all directions, excepting between the x.w. and 
N.N.E.; fo that had any land been above our horizon within the diC- 
tance of from 10 to 20 leagues, it coukl not poftibly have efcaped our 
notice. Between the limits above-mentioned, which were occupied by 
a haze, we could alfo have difeerned land at the diftance of 5 or 6 leagues, 
and as it was in this dirc6lion that we were fleering, we muft have fallen in 

w'ith 
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with it had an^ land there exifted. From noon our courfewas direfted ’705- 

about N*. by e., which by eight in the evening brought us to the latitude of ■ - « 

do" 'i> longitude 313“ 3'. The weather continued to be tolerably clear 

Until the dole of the day, but no land was within our view, nor had w’e 

tife leaft rcafon, from any of the ufual ir .ications, to fuppofc ourfclves 

in its vicinity, excc^ ing Ire n i!,,. manber of lards that we;e about the 

{flip. 

Accor liny ( Mr. •( on-ftnith’s co’''pTelienfjvc chart (in wliicl) the Ifla 
Grande i.s j.i^iCi u ai>n.\.!!.!y to t! . aftiL’iied .nnation o! it by Mr. Dalrynn* 
pie,) tin. track of 1),, alley is laid down about a degree to the well ward 
of our path, crofling tue lariu; paralie! in the longitude of :il)f>ut 311'’ ; 

from which circuinflance it is proi); ’ !. , d^t ...d dd on board that veflellaw 
a confiderablc dif ( e to the vvefi.'- ani of tl.e n Since the’ ''rore we met 
with no drift wood, nor other cii-:i;.'eea :e to indieate our vicinity toland; 

(and had any befni ncai tc us in r . fl war ily direction, llich indications 
moft likely would, from the generally prevai. ,ng winds, liave been prefented 
to us), I vas led* to conclude, that if M. La Roche did difeover any ifland 
under the parallel of 3,3® fouih, that fuch land mL.fl have been to the eafl- 
ward of our track. Under ibis peiTunfion, about t ;iii In the evening, as 
the weather bad the apjiearancc of being fine, and the wind moderate^, I 
fleered a more eaflwardly courfe, with an intention, fhould the winds 
prove fiivorabic, to continue about this parallel until wc Ihould pafs*thc 
meridian of South Georgia; from the lliorcs of which iiland, it is with 
great rcalbn fuppofed, La Roche fleered to the north, and in that 
route f< H in with Ifla Grande. It is therefore moft likely, tha'U'-nf JFfiy 
Inch land h.a;' '.vineure, it wif he ."bund not very far remote from die 
fitnation to it uv Ontain Cook; a fail 1 was very dclirous of 

eTlahlifhing. 

On fatal dav nni; ning, alLliough the wcauier was gloomy, with the Saturday 6. 
wind ii-nn the lunili, , :t a adniitfccl of our feeing diftinl^ly all around 
us for {( \ : rai iigucs; wc cv ntinued to Hand to the eaftward until four in 
the af’-en oon, when in latitude 43“ 6' i'outh, Jongitude 3 14" 50', the at- 
mofphc.c 'vas fufliciently clear to have feen any land above our horizon 
at the diltance of 6 or 8 leagues, but nothing of the kind was within the 

liinhs 
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‘79> limits of our view. The wind now veered to the N. and eaft, and 

blew a frelh gale, with which we flood to the north, in the night* to the 
'h'liiiUyT. S.E., and on the following morning to the s.s.e. and fouth, fo that wc 
were unable to regain the parallel of 45“ without employing more time 
than I had now to appropriate to this examination ; being, from tlic 
extremely bad condition of our fails and rigging, very anxious to lofe no 
opportunity of making the beft of our way to St. Helena ; and for this 
reafon I gave up all further thought of fcarching for Ilia Grande, and 
continued our couiTe towards the n. n. k. 

This fliori invelligation, however, will ferve to flicw that no fuch ifland 
exifls in or about the latitude of 43" fouth, between the meridians 312" 
and 313" 20' of call longitude; and that, as I have already mentioned. 
Dr. Halley moll likely determined the fame point, namely, that there 
was no Inch illand, a degree further to the weftward. 

At midnight the Chatham was clofe along fide of us, blit by four o’clock 
Woiifliy 8. the next morning flie was nearly out of fight a-flcni of the Difeover)', our 
mainfail andtopgallant-niiis were therefore taken in to wait for her nearer 
approach ; atday-light Ihe was feen about three miles a-flern, and havingat 
this time a fleady freflt gale with fair weather, her fignal was made to make 
mOre fail, and repeated with a gun fevcral times until about ten o’clock, 
wlienthe Chatham neithermaking fail, nor exhibiting any reafon indicative 
of her wanting aflillance, 1 concluded that foinc caulc of no very ferious 
nature had retarded her progrefs ; and jufl as we had let our fludding 
fails, I had tlic plcafure to fee her employed in the fame bufincls alfo. 

*Tsh(??ny alter noon the wind veered to the s. w. and having incrcafed 
our diflance from the Chatham very confiderably? we Ihortcned fail to 
wait for her coming up, concluding that ftie would foon overtake us un- 
der our then reduced quantity of canvas. In thefc cxpc6lation.s*however 
we were difappolrited ; at ten at night the wind had again frefhened from 
the N.N.w. ; we now burnt a falfe fire to denote our fituatiou to our 
Tudday 9. confort, but this M'as not anfwered, and by two the next morning the 
wind veered to the well ward, and blew a very flrong gale, during which, 
left we Ihould lofe the Chatham, we hauled up the mainfail and clofc- 
reefed the top fails ; but as atday-light flie was not in fight from the maft- 
2 head. 
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head, and as ^^id not know in what direftion to iearch for her, I could *79S* 
”^ot but.confider the inferiority of her failing had at length competed i““' 

our reparation, and in the hope that we lliould meet all well at St. 

Helena, our next rendezvous, we made the bell of our way thither, 
by^ continuing our courfe to the north-eaftward. The obferved latitude 
at noon was ^6" 43^ longitude according to Arnold’s chronometer No. 

324“ 43'» and the variation of the compafs 6“ eaftwardly. The 
wind continued to blow very hard* at times, attended by heavv rains, 
and thick cloudy fqually weather, in which our fails frequently fplit, 
and our topfail-flieets and other eflential parts of the rigging gave way, 
until the 20th, when it became more moderate, and in latitude 34“ 38' Saiui 

fouih, longitude 347“ 10', brought forward by Arnold’s chronometer No. 

14, the fliip appeared to have been fet 25 miles of latitude towards the 
north, and 34 miles of longitude towards the call of the reckoning. 

About half paft five o’clock on funday morning, Richard Jones, one Sunday 21, 
of the feainen, unfortunately fell overboard from the main chains and 
was drowned. I'he accident had no fooner happened than a grating was 
thrown overboard, and the lliip was inftantly hove to, for the purpofe of 
affording him every affiflance ; but this was to no effctl, for the poor 
fellow funk immediately, and was never more fecn. By this melanchofy 
event the fcrvice loll a very able Teaman, and his comrades a good mem- 
ber of their fociety. On the following day at noon, in latitude 32*3' M^r.(by-r. 
fouth, longitude 351“ 15', it appeared that the Ihip was 9 miles of lati- 
tude to the northward, and 25 miles of longitude to the eallward of 
our reckoning; and that the variation of the compafs by two'fots 
azimuths was now 1 1° no' weflwanlly. 4 ’he eaRwardly variation Teemed 
to have ceafed about the 16th of June, as in latitude 35“ 43' fouth, lon- 
guQde 232.° 5', it had decreafed to 16', and fmee that period the weflc.ly 
variation had been gradually increafing as we proceeded to the north- 
ward. 

No circumftances of Importance, or fuch as are worthy to be recorded, 




took place, until about two o’clock in the aftcrjioon of the 2d of July, ThurUavi. 
when after experiencing tolerably pleafant weather for the preceding tew 
days, the ifland of St. Helena was difeovered bearing by compafs n. by e, ; 

about 
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Iu?y iibout eight in the evening we fliortened fail, and hauled c^r wind on the 
\ — I-v— ^ ftarboard tack, as the ifland now extended by compafs from n,*3 w. to 
Kiciay 3. ■vv. at the diftance of about 5 leagues ; at day-light the next morn- 

ing we made fail for St. Helena bay, and about fix o’clock wq had the 
happinefs of difeovering the Chatham in the fouth-eallcrn quarter. As we 
were now faft. approaching a port from whence it was rcafonable to cx- 
-pe6l that opportunities would frequently occur, during the time of our 
re-equipment there, to communicate with our friends in England, I 
deemed it expedient that the order Ihould be publicly read, which I had 
received from the Lords of the Admiralty, direfting me to demand tin- 
log books and journals which had been kept, and the charts, drawings, 
&c. which had been executed by the officers, petty officers, and gentle- 
men on board the Difeovery; and dire£ling alfo, that I ffiould enjoin 
them and the whole of the crew not to divulge where they had been, uniil 
they fliould have permiffion fo to do : and a copy of this^order was font to 
Mr. Puget, with my dire6lions to enforce the fame on board the Chatham 
alfo. 

As we approached the bay of St. Helena, I had the mortification to 
fee a fleet of large fliips flanding out, and apparently bound to the 
njbrthward. This fleet I confidered to be from the Eafl Indies', and that 
it was mpfl*probably bound to England, under the protedtion of w'hich 1* 
fhould have been happy to have performed the remainder of our voyage ; 

. for we were in no fituation to contend with the enemies fliips of equal 
force, nor to have cfcaped from thofe of fuperior weight of metal. At 
liSllf p^\ eight o’clock we anchored in 16 fathoms water, and moored 
with a cable each way. In the bay of St. Helena we found the Arniflon 
Eaft Indiaman, and ari American brig. After fainting the fort with thir- 
teen guns, which were returned, accompanied by Mr. Puget, .1 paid Tny 
compliments to the governor, and underftood from him, that the fleet of 
fhips which we had feen depart from the ifland as we had approached it 
in the morning, was, as I had imagined, a fleet of Eafl; Indiamcn, toge- 
ther with feveral fail of Dutch prizes under the convoy of His Majefl} ’s 
ftiip Sceptre, commanded by Captain Effington. 


I was 
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by th^governor of St. Helena ^ith bis accuflomed po- 
ng underftood from him that holliUties had taken place 
between the court of London, and the united flates of Holland, I fent 
an officer on board a Dutch Eaft Indiaman which I had perceived to be 
cofning into the bay, and took polTeffion of her as a prize. 

The great plenty of excellent refrefhments with which we had been 
fupplied duting our refidence amongll our very hofpitable friends at 
Valpar^ifo, had not only eradicated every appearance of the feurvy be- 
fore our departure from that port, but had fo completely re-eftablilhed 
the health of every individual on board (myfelf excepted) that al- 
though we had now been fifty-eight days at fea, during which time we 
had cixperienced much bad weather, particularly in that part of the 
paflage as we had approached the ^eftern coaft of Patagonia, and until 
we had paffed rojifid cape Horn and proceeded fome diftance to the 
north-eaflward ; and had alfo been obliged to make great exertions, and 
to endure great fatigue, owing to the repeated accidents that had befallen 
our fails and riggmg, and the additional labour at the pumps confequent 
on the leak in the fore part of the veffel ; I had the inexpreffible happi- 
nefs of feeing all my officers and men return to a Britifh fettlement, alter 
an abfence from England of more than four years and a quarter, per- 
fcaiy well in health, and with conftitutions apparently unimpardd by the 
extremely laborious fervice in which they had been fb long employed, 
and to which without a murmur they had, at all times, and in all wea- 
ther, uniformly fubmitted with great zeal and alacrity. 

Notwlthflanding that I had the additional fatisfaftion to hear, from Mr. 
Puget, that the crew of*the Chatham were now in a convalefcent flate, yet 
I wa'f'r^ch concerned to become acquainted that their health, as well 
as ‘that of^ officers, had fuffered very materially indeed in their 
late paflage from Valparaifo. Although, previoufly to our departure 
from that port, every precaution within our power had been token to 
make both veffels as equal as it were poffible to the taflc which they 
bad to perform at the then advanced feafon bf the year, through fo 
tempeftuous and inhofpitable a region; yet the fmallnefs of the Chat- 
ham had made her more liable to the influence of the bad weather 
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»795«" thah the Difcovery, And this ■will ferve to account f 9 r her progref^ 
uj > having been fo very frequently interrupted. For fixtee*’. dayt: ♦cgo- 
ther Mr. Puget had been under the neceffity of keeping in the dead 
lights, and from the violence of her motion her decks and fidcs had be- 
come open and fo leaky, that his people were conftantly in a wet huniid 
flate when they retired from the deck^ on which, previoufly to their 
making cape Horn, five men only in a watch were able to do duty; 
the reft being rendered incapable of it by rheumatic complaints. Veftels 
of the Chatham’s fize (hould certainly make choice of the fummer feafon 
to infure a good paffage round the fouthern promontory of America ; 
for although the prevailing winds in the winter months of may, June, 
and July, may expedite their voyage, yet this advantage is more than 
counterbalanced by the fhortnefs of the days, the feverity of the climate, 
and the very ftormy weather which is attendant on this time of the year; 
this Mr. Puget reprefented as having had the efieft of keeping the Chat- 
ham, comparatively fpeaking, almoft under water during the greater 
part of the paffage, in which he ftated, that nothing of importance had 
occurred fince the period of our feparation, and that the reafon why our 
laft fignals were not anfwered on the night of the 8th of June, was, that 
the fupply of fiilfe fire on board the Chatham was at that time totally 
expended. From Mr. Puget I alfo underftood, that in and about thef 
latitude affigned to La Roche’s ifla Grande, the Chatham, like the Dif- 
covery, had been vifited by a great number of birds, which, with fomc 
fea weed, were the only indications he had noticed of the vicinity of 
land. 

My firft care was • to take fuch precautions on our arrival at St. He- 
lena, as were moft likely to prove efficacious in pteferving to the crews 
of both veftels that ineftimable bleffing, health, of which; board the 
Difcovery, we were in fuch complete enjoyment. For this purpofe fome 
frelh provifions were procured from the ifland, and occafionally ferved 
to both fhips’ companies, with a plentiful fupply of efculent vegetables ; 
the convalefcents from the Chatham were fent on fhore, and fuch regu- 
lations were adopted as appeared to be, in my judgment, moft likely to 
infure this dcfirable objeft ; which, at all times, and on all occafions, 

throughout 
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.throughout the^voyag«r1iad been a confideration/^ith me of the Hi a ne- 
c^HUj£,,/r(l 3 '%iglT|cft; importance. I 

After thefe arrangements were made, the obfervatory, as ufual, was 
committed to the charge of Mr. Whidbey ; and now that the (hip was 
ftationary, the carpenters were employed in fearching for the leak in 
the fore part of the velfel, which, at times, during our late palTage from 
Valparaifo, had greatly increaled our labours, by our efforts to keep 
the fhip'free from the great quantity of water which it admitted. Not- 
withftanding that our main yard had, by great care and attention, brought 
us fafely thus far, yet, as I found it would be poflible to procure a new 
one at St. Helena, meafures were inflantly taken for replacing it with 
one, on which we could more fecurely depend ; whilft other parts of the 
crew were employecLin the neceffary duties about the fhip, and i\ ob- 
taining a full fupply^f water. 

Accordingjp our reckoning, this day was Monday the 6th of julyi but 
at St. Helena we found it (agreeably to our calculations) to be only fun- 
day the 5th of jply : for, by our having failed round the world in an 
eaftern dire^lion, we had, fince our departure from England, gained 
one day ; but as it was now become expedient that we fliould fubferibe to 
the eftimation of time, as underflood by Europeans and the reft of the 
civilized world, to which we were now faft approaching, ou{ former 
reckoning was abandoned, the day had gained dropped, and, after 
noon this day, we recommenced funday the ^th of july. 

His Majefty’s fhip the Sphinx, commanded by Captain Brifac, arrived 
on tuefday, charged with dil'patches from Admiral Sir George Keith El- 
phinftone* to General* Clarke at St. Salvador, on the coaft of Brafil, 
whor^tR his army, was waiting at that port, until he fliould recei\e 
inftru6lion»^m Sir George that might enable him to co-operate with 
that admiral in the redu6lion of the cape of Good Hope. A convo}^ 
I underftood, was foon expeded to fail from St. Salvador, and as I had 
reafon to believe the Chatham’s re-equipment would not take more than 
a week, I determined to fend her thither for the purpofe of going with 
the lirfl convoy which fhould fail from thence to England, and that I 
would be content to remain here until fbme Britifh veflel of force fliould 
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* 79 ^* touch at St. Helena in^er way home, or that tht jiext convoy from th^ 
ciyvv-— ^ Eaft Indies (hould arrive, un^r the prote6lion of which, I'lhbi.Jd.ho^e 
fafely to arrive in England in the courie of the autumn. 'As the fervice 
which Captain Brifac had to perfcMrm required the utmoft difpatch, our 
boats aflifted thofe of the Sphinx in recruiting her water, after which, 
on the following day, fhe immediately failed for the coaft of firalil. 

Tuefday 7. Underftanding that our field pieces would be of ufe to, His Majefty's 
forces on the eoaft of Africa, and confidering that the purpofe for which 
they had originally been put on board die Difcovery was now completely 
ferved, and that they could not be of the leaft poilible fervice to us in 
performing the remainder of our voyage to England, I availed myfelf 
of the Amifton being engaged to carry troops from St. Helena to the 
fqut^ron under Admiral Sir George Keith Elphipftone, to confign, by 
that conveyance, the four pieces of ordnance, and ^he remaining parts 
of tn“ir ammunition we had on board, to the comma ndipg officer of 
the expedition deftined againft the cape of Good Hope ; and I was made 
Tt\6»y 16. happy on this occafion to have it alfo in my power to aflift with our 
boats in the embarkation of the troops on board the Arniffon. 

The leak was foon difeovered to be in the bows of the Difcovery, 
and our carpenters were immediately employed in uling their bell en- 
deavour#! to Hop and prevent arty further inconvenience from it. 

“On funday morning arrived the Orpheus of London, commanded by 
Mr. Bowen, to whom were entrufted duplicates of thofe difpatches from 
Admiral Sir George Keith Elphinftone, with which Captain Brifac had 
failed on the 8th, with direftioiw to the governor of St. Helena to ufe 
his utmoft endeavours to forward them immediately to General Clarke 
at St. Salvador. The Chatham at this time being nearly ready for fea, 
I confidered that it would be furthering His Majefty’s ferv.icc to charge 
Mr. Puget with the care of thefe duplicate difpatches, with which, after 
receiving the following order from me, he departed for the coaft of 
Brafil the following day. 

Monday 13. « Confidering it to be expedient, and for the good of His Majefty’s 

. fervice, that you Ihould proceed immediately to St. Salvador, in order to 
'Carry fame difpatches from Rear Admiral the Honorable Sir George 

Keith 
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Keith Elphinftone, t9^*i(aajor General Clarke, c^mander of His Majef- 

to aft with the faid rear-advniral ; and the faid Ma- <■ 
jor General having been direfted to rendezvous at St. Salvador ; you 
are hereby required and direfted to proceed, without lofs of time, to 
the faid port, in order to deliver the inclofed difpatches accordingly; 
and, after having performed that fervice, you will communicate to the 
commanding officer of His Majefty’s nav^d forces at that port, the na- 
ture o^he fervice on which you have been employed, and that you have 
my direftions, after delivering the laid difpatches, to ufe your utmoft 
exertions, for the purpofe of immediately proceeding to England, that 
you may be enabled to carry into effeft fuch further orders as you have 
received from me. But (Hould you not meet with any naval officer, fenior 
to yourfelf, at that port, you will inform Major-General Clarke,^hat I 
conceive it to be^jr^atter of , great moment, that as little detention as 
poffible fliQul^^ke place to retard your proceeding to Englan(^s be- 
fore expreffed. If, before your arrival at the port of St. Salv^or, the 
faid troops anddi^adron ffiould have departed, you .are to ufe the ut- 
moll precaution not to promulgate the cauie which carried you thither, 
but having, with all expeditioni completed your water, &c. &c. you are 
to proceed to England as already direfted : and, as it is of the utnloft 
importance to prevent thefe orders, difpatches, and privq^te lignals, 
from falling into the hands of the enemy, you are to keep the fame*in a 
leaden box, in order that they may be thrown into the fea* in cafe of 
capture. And that you may avoid, as much as poffible, falling in with 
the enemy’s cruizers, on your approaching the coaft of Europe, you 
will confider, as circamllances may point out, oif the propriety of pro- 
ceeding round the north part of Ireland, either to tlie firft convenient 
port on tfee^oaft of Scotland or England, which you can make ; from 
whence you will immediately repair to the Admiralty office, and. there 
deliver the difpatches with which you are charged. 

“ But in the event of your reaching St. Salvador before- General 
Clarke ffiould have arrived, and finding no other Britiffi officer there with 
whom you may judge it proper to entruft the dilpatches committed to 

your care ; you are to continue there fourteen days, and after tlie expi- 
ration 
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ration of that time yola are to proceed as liereiA before dirc6led ; for 
which this (hall be yow* order. Dated on board His 
Difcovery; in St. Helena bay, this i ath day of July, 1795. 

To . . - , George Vancouver.” 

Lieutenant Peter Puget, commanding ; 

His Majefty’s armed tender Chatham.^’ 

Previouily to Mr. Puget’s departure froro :St. Helena, we were given 
to underftand, by Mr. Bowen, that it had been decreed, by the hational 
aflfembly of France, that fthe Difcbvepy and Oiatham fliould pafs the 
feas uitimolefted by the French cruizers, notwithftanding the exifting 
war between the two countries. This agreeable intelligence induced 
me to alter the plan which I had formed .o^< waking at this ifland for 
conv^. ' The Eak^India &ips, under the proteS^on of the Sceptre, 
had riot yet been failed fo long from St; >H^na, as tbvdiveft me intirely 
of th\. hope that we might oveEtakev 4 hem» before -they j^iould have 
reachetJsshofe latitudes in which we fliould ’be likely to meet with any 
thing unpleafant from the enemy’s fliips- of force, in’ confequence of 
their commanders being unacquainted with the national decree in our 
favor, or in the event of any new matter, having arifen between the 
poWm at war to caufe ;its being revoked. . Every effort was therefore 
now madq. to expedite our reequipment ; the main yard, by the affif- 
tance of the carpenters belonging to the ArnHfon, was likely to be ready 
■ in the courfe of a day or twOj iii which time, 1 had reafon to believe, 
our own artificers would have flopped the leak in the fhip’s bows ; and 
as I entertained hopes that, foon after this fervicc fhould be performed, 
the Difcovery would, .in all otherrefpe^, be fit for fea, I determined 
to fail immediately, and not to wait for the uncertain arrivaroTany 
other veffel, which might afford;>us prote^ioii during the remainder of 
our voyage to England. , 

The fupply of vegetables which St. Helena afforded us was very ample; 
but fruits of all kimfe were found to be extremely fcarce, owing to the 
want of rain. So fevere*and continued had been the drought for the 
three preceding years, that moll of the trees, which were not indigenous 
to the country, had withered and fallen into decay, and amongft the ex- 

1 dies 
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otics that had^died fix plants of the bread fVuit, which had been V 705 - 

on his return in the Providence from the iflands ' — — * 
in the pacific ocean. The lofs of thefe valuable plants was very much 
regretted, as they appeared to thrive, and it was hoped, would have 
CQme to perfeftion. The herbage had fuffered alfo in the fame pro- 
portion, and, in the courfe of the period above mentioned, upwards of 
fixteen hundred head of cattle had died upon the ifland. The fheep 
were vety lean and poor, and the quantity of frefti provifions that could 
be obtained was by no means equal to the fupply I could have wilhed 
to have procured. 

On tuefday I had the pleafure to behold new main y?*rd in fuch Tucfdayi^, 
a ftaie of forwardnefs that it would, be rea^y to be got on board and 
rigged the following day, and had the additional latisfa6lion of Seeing, 
that by the unremitted attention of the refpeftive officers, whd had 
the .fuperint^^nce of the fevekal fervices which had become ne^H’ary 
to be carried into effeft, little elfe now remained to be done thap^^o pre- 
pare the velfcl fc/r our departure. 

Much of my time, fince our arrival at St. Helena, had been em- 
ployed about the concerns of the Dutch prize Macaflar, and in making, 
the bell arrangements within my power, to fecure a fafe palfage for Ker 
•to England. The Ihip was in a very bad leaky condition, and, although 
we were able to give her fome repair, yet it was totally out of our power 
to refit her, and put her in. a* proper ftate for fo long a voyage, efpe- 
cially as there was little chance of her reaching any Britifii port before 
the commencement of the winter*. • . . 

Having, from lon^ experience, been fconvinced of the fkill and re- 
fources which Lieutenant Johnftone polfeffed, and which, on many try- 
ing occafion^. throughout the voyage,, he had eminemly difplayed, I de- 
rived great fatisfaftion in committing the charge of the Macalfar to his. 
care. For this efpecial purpofe he received my dire^Uons to quit the 
Chatham previoufly to her departure for St. Salvador; and in addition 
to the people that were to be engaged at St. 'Helena, to navigate the 
prize home, 1 fpared, from the crew of the Dilpovery, feventecn able- 

fi-'amen,. on whole exertions 1 could with confidence rely, to carry Mr. 

Johnllone’s 
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Johnftone’s orders, witll promptitude, into efFe^> Witl^ this fupply of 
men on whom he couldMepend, and with the kind 
received from Governor Brooke, that no aififtance in his power fhould 
be wanting in' the manning and re-equipment of the prize, I entertained 
great hope that, under the proteftion of the firft convoy that (hould ar- 
rive at St. Helena Jjound to England, little danger was to be appre- 
hended of the Macaflar’s fafe' arrival,, in fome port of Great Britain. 

In the bay of St. Helena, on the 4th of July, the chronometers (hewed 
the following longitudes : 

Arnold’s No. 14, - 

Ditto, 176, C; , - 

Kendall's, ' 

/ The true longitude, - • - v. 

Bv which it appeared that Arnold’s chronometdr. 

No. 14^ was 9' 25", and Kendall’s to the weft- ' 

ward, alH that Arnold’s No. 1 76 was 1® g* 5" to the eaft- 
ward of the true longitude : and, by altitudes taken on ' 
this day, the 14th of July, Arnold’s No. 14 was found 
at noon to he flow of wean thne, at Greenwich, 

And to be gaining, oti mean time, per day, at the 
rate of ^ - - - 

Arnold’s No. 176, flow of mean time at Greenwich, 

And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the 
rate of - - - . 

Kendall’s, flow of mean time at Greenwich - 
And to be gaining on mea!n lime, per day, at the 
rate of - 

On wednefda.y I had the pleafure of receiving our new maid yard on 
board, it was immediately rigg^, and the (hip in every other refpeft 
made ready to proceed tO tea. After paying my refpefts to the gover- 
nor, and returning him my beft thanks for his hofpitality and obliging 
attention to the neceflitieS of our little community whilft at St. Helena, 
I left Lieutenant Johnftone on board the Macaflar, with full direftions 
in writing, by which he would be enabled to govern himfelf in conduc- 
ing 
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ing the yeflel, of which he was put in cliarge to England, and about V5S’ 
fiAVcbiSk bn. the following evening, with a light breeze of wind from ■ . 

the S.E., we diredled our courfe to the n^^h-weftward, anxioufly look- 
ing forward to that happy hour^which fhoind once more land us amcHigfl: 
our refpeftive founds, from whofe fociety we hadfuffered fo long and fo 
painful an abfeiKe. 

The weather continued to be very plealant, and Us made great pro- 
grefs to fhe norlh-weftward. On faturday the 25th we croffed the equa -♦ Saturday 25. 
tor in longitude 21® 35' weft from Greenwich, where the variation, by 
two fets of azimuths, was found to be 9“ 20' weftwardly. From this . . 

time not^ipg occurred w'orthy of remark 'mtil the 5tK of auguft ; when s- 

one of the Cape de Verd iflands was feeii, bearing by compafs k. 16 
The weather had continued to be very pleafant, and altliough tlie winds, 
fince the concluGon of the preceding month, had veered from the ftjuth- 
,eaftern to the weft and north-weftern quarters, yet we had not beeiy pre* 
vented from making our north-weftern courfe good, agreeabl\/^o my 


wilhes. 

Our people, ever fince our departure from St. Helena, had been oc- 
cafionally employed in mending the fails aiiA rigging, and, on all fuitr.ble 
opportunities, they had exorciled with the great guns and fmall .arms ; 

•whilft the extremely pleafant ^'eather which had attended us, hajl greatly 
contributed to our becoming well acquainted with the management, oi' 
both. 

About four o’clock in the afternoon of the 20th, three veftolf were i - -> 

difeovered to the northw^ard, and at eight in the evening eight fail w^cr^ 
feen from the maft-head, bearing by compafs n.Sow. All our canvajs 
was immediately fpread, iif the hope of our being able to overtake them ; 
being in great hopes the veftels in fight w'ould prove to be the convoy which 
had left the bay of St. Helena on the morning of our arrival there ; in the 
event of which, I fhould be happy to avail myfelf of the proteftion we 
ftiould derive by accompanying fo ftrong a fleet to England. At day-light ind.y si, 
the next morning five fliips only w^ere in fight fsom the maft-head, but at 
foven in the morning nine fail of large veflel? were lb cle^Hjly dilcerned 
as to leave in ray mind no doubt of their being a part ol the fleet 
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for which we had kept fuch*an anxious, thou^ hithej^to unfuccefsfuf, 
look out, under convoy of His Majefty’s (hip Sceptre, jronfmafhded'^y 
Captain EffingtOni About in the afternoon a boat, from the Ge- 
ne:^ Goddard Eaft-lndiatna* came on ^«ard, and confirmed .us in the 
opinion we htid at firft formed, and which e^ery hour fu^ had ferved-to 
ftrengthen, that thCffieet before us was a convoy confifti^ of twenty-four 
fail of Indiamen; fflner the prote^lit^ of the Sceptre. Upon receiving 
diis information, I ordered a boat€0 be hoified out, and I waited upon 
Captain Effington, 'by whom' I was received with that unafFe^led hearty 
welcome, and unrefervcd fincerity, which are known by every one who 
has the happinefs Of his friendlhip, to be the true type of hB||^aluable 
chara6'ler. 

A^r putting myfelf Under Captain Elfingtoti’s orders, and receiving 
fuchlinftruftions as were deemed to be neceffary by him, for the regu- 
latior^pf His Majefty’s floop under my command, now^autadied to the* 
fleet wKifh he was convoying to England ; I repaired cn board the 
Difeovery, and by fpreading an additional quai^ttity ofVanvas, we foon 
had the pleafure of joining company with the Sceptre. 

The fatisfaftion I experitl'Ulcd, in the proteftion we had derived by 
overtaking and uniting Our little force with fo powerful a fleet, was greatly 
increafedA)y my now underftanding from Captain Efiington. tliathewas ' 
of ©pinion the agreeable tidings Communicated to me at 5>t. Helena, by 
Mr. Bowen, of a French decree*having paffed the national aflembly, in 
favorifr the Difeovery and Chatham, was premature, and that, in tlic 
^'cnt of our having unfortunately met with an enemy of fuperior force, 
to whom of neceflity we muft have yielded, we Hhould have had little 
chance of cfcaping the horron of a French^prifon, in addition to the 
cruel mortification of lofing to our country much of the information 
which had been’ colleifted during the voyage. ■ Tins reflection liad the 
effefl of reconciling my mind to the flow progrefs whicli I was now well 
aware would neceflarily be attendant on the conclufive part of our 
paffage to England. Having been fo fortunate hitherto, as to liave loft 
only one maiit/nit of both vejffels in confequence of dijeafe, and as few by acci- 
dents as I could rcafonably have expefted, when I duly confidcrrii the 
2 length 
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it'ngth of our abfence trom homo, and the r 
which vre had ^een To long employed ; I do 
peculiar circumftanccs of our defencelefs fituation, I (hould have re- 
garded it as a very painful talk to have been compelled to the nc- 
celTity of cxpofing my excellent ollicers and«valuable crew, wTo were 
now, comparatively fpeaking, almoll within reach of the .welcome 
embraces of their ncarell and deareft affeClions, to a conflift with an 
enemy, Wiofe fuperiority in point *oi|jiforce wq had not originally been 
fitted out to meet, nor were we but in a very humble way prepared to 
refill, and from whom, in point of failing, when I adverted to the flrat- 
tered condition of our rnaflis an^ figging, I ej|g;ertained no hope of our 
being able to efcape. I \vts, therefore, reconciled to the delays unavoid- 
able in efrorts of this, nature, though they became greatly augmemed by 
the depl^able condition of many of Captain Eflington’s Dutch p|izes, 
fome of whiclt, I underftood, had been with great difficulty preutnted 
from foundering. ,/ 

Although oui*progrefs Vjas ncceffarily much retarded, yet our time 
pafl'ed pleafantly away, by having at length regained the j^o we r of devo-. 
ting it, on all fuitable occafions, to the conaforts of a friendly intercourfe 
with our liftrounding countrymen, from the pleafures of whofe fociety 
•M’e had been fo longeftranged. , 

Nothing very material occurred until the ift of feptember ; when, 
after contending with a frefh gale from the north and »orth-wefl;crn 
quarters, whicli had commenced the preceding day, and had been at- 
tended with fome heavy fqualls of wind and rain ; about nine o’clock in 
the forenoon, in about the latitude ofqG^iV' north, longitude 29" 32' 
wed, 01’ic of the Dutch prizes made a fignal of diftrefs : we immediately 
•h(^ e .tOi *nnd 1 lent the cutter to her affi fiance, but ffie was found to be 
almofi a wreck, and in fiich a deplorably bad condition that it was im- 
j)olIible to favc her, and (he was thcrclbre abandoned, by order of Cap- 
tain Lfiington, and fet on fire about fix o’clock in the evening. After 
j)erforminj' this fervicc our gutter returned to the (hip, and in the a£l of 
ijoilling her on board file was by accident ftove intirely to pieces. 
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I do not recolleft that my feelings ever fuffere4 fo much on any oc- 
cafion of a iimilar nature, as at this moment. The cutter was the boat 
•J had conllantly ufcd ; in her I had travelled very many miles ; in her I 
had repeatedly efcaped from danger ; Ihe had always brought qie fafely 
home ; and, although flie*was but an inanimate conveniency, to which, 
it may p^ffibly be thought, no affetlion could be attached, yet I felt my- 
felf under fuch obligation for her fervices, that when (he was dafhed to 
pieces before my eyes, an involunupry emotion fuddenly feized my breaft, 
and I w’as compelled to turn away to Hide a weaknefs (for which, though 
my own gratitude might find an apology) I (hould have thought im- 
proper to have publicly nilnifefied. ^ , 

The wind changed on laturday, from the l^orth- weft to the oppofite 
quarter, and blew a very hard gale, with fqualls chiefly from e. by s. ; 
aboiK fix in the evening another of the. Dutch prizes was obfervra to have 
mad^he fignal of diftrefs. We were direfted to give her. afliftance ; 
ani;! th^elief we were enabled to afford her was very falutary, and had 
become eflentially neceffary, as we found hef in a very leaky ftate, and 
her crew in a^ery difabled fickly condition. The wind again veered 
to its former dlre6lion, and though it continued to be fqually and unplea- 
fatit, it had been more "moderate during the .two laft days ; in ftie of thefe 
from the porth-w-eft, on tuefday morning, about feven o’clock, we fprung • 
oun maintopmaft, an accident that might have been attended with the 
.moft ferious<confequences, had we not been in a fituation that afforded 
us the moft ample proteflion, and which I had no doubt we ftiould be 
able to maintain until wc ftiould arrive in fome port of Great-Britain, 
although our <juantity of canvas fhould hereafter be materially re- 
duced, as we liad been repeatedly obliged to (horten fail for the%:onvoy. 
All the upper fails were taken in, the maft (truck, and the carpenters 
immediately employed to remedy and provide for the difafter in the beft 
manner we were able ; this bufmefs was completed about noon, and 
a topmaft with the topgallant rigging was again fet up. Notwith- 
ftanding that the weather was not very favorable to aftronomical pur- 
fuits, Mr. Whidbey procured fix fets, and Mr. Orchard three fets of 
lunar diftances, by the mean refult of which the true longitude, at noon, 
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was found to be - - _ . 

• » 

Hy Arnold’s chronometer. No. 14, 

Ditto, - • 176', 

By Kendall’s, - - ' - - 

The obferved latitude - . - 

Variation of the compafs, - - - 

By our courle having judicioufly been direfted far to the weftward, it 
was moft probable that the coaft of* I|ieland would be the lirft.lapd in the 
Britifli dorainions with which we ifould fall in. For thofe Ihores, as the 
wind and other circumftances had allowed, we had been fteering for fe- 
veral days, and as our diftan^e from England every day and every hour 
dccreafed, fo our hjippindfs became augmented in the grateful anticipa- 
tion of once more breathing our native air, once more repofing in the 
bofom of our country and expelling, friends. Evtry bread, as mi|y be 
naturally imagined,, wjis alive to fenfations of the moft pleafant nature, 
infeparable from the fond idea of returning. home, after fo long an ab- 
feitce, in an adventurous fervice to promote the general, good, when un- 
appalled by the confeioufnefs of deferved reproaeh» .»In the midft of thefe 
agreeable rcfle6lions, however, prefages of a melancholy caft would fre- 
quently obtrude upon the mind, and damp the promifed joys in con- 
templation. Few of us had been bleftcd with any tidings /rom our 
families or friends fince our laft feparation from them ; and in the courfe 
of fuch a lapfe of time what changes might not have taken place, 
what events nsight notjiave happened to difappoint our hopes ; rob us 
of our prelcnt peace ; o^ii^loud the funftiinc ot our future days ! Thcic 
were confiderations of a moft painful%iaturc, -and tinged our Joyful ex- 
pe6lati|^s with folicitude and apprehenfion ! 

At Ipigth, about five o’clock on faturday morning, a fignal was made ?,.i 
by^e of the headmoft fliips, that denoted ftie was within fight of land, 
and foon afterwards, from our mafthead, the glad tidiijgs were announ- 
ced that land was plainly to be feen, hearing' by compafs e. s. e. At eleven 
in the forenoon it was known to be the weftern coaft of Ireland, and 
arrangements were immediately made by the Sceptre for keeping the 
• together, and for entering the Shannon ; where Captain Efiington 
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dominions, fliould arrive, to *fcfcort it from thence to England. Having 
communicated to Captain Eflington fuch parts of my orders frojn the 
Lords of the Admiralty, under which I had failed, as applied to the 
govenujjent of my condu£l on the prefent occafion, I received his or- 
,3. ders to repair immediately to London ; and the following day, after havWg 
feen the; Hifeovery fafely moored, ,wl\h the reft of the licet, in the Shan- 
non, and giving fuch inftru 6 lions, |i circumllances demanded,* to rny 
firll lieutenant Mr. Baker, in whofe zeal for the fervice, and abilities as an 
officer, a long experience juftitied me in ijnplicitly confiding; I refigned 
iny command of the DifeoVery^into his.haltds, and with fuch books, 
papers and charts as had been previoully fclcfl^, as being effential to the 
illuf|ration of the fe Antes we had performed, I took leave of my officers 
and t:rew ; not, however, tvithout emotions which,, though natural, on 
parting;. with a focicty with .whom I had lived fo long, lhared fo many 
dangers, '"and from whom I had received fuch effential. fervices, arc yet 
more eafily to be intjigined than I have the power to deferibe : and in the 
courfe of a few*days I arrived at the Admiralty, where I depolited my fe- 
veral documents. 




pro]:)ofai to renitiin with his convoy until a force more equal to the pi 
teflion of the valuable fleet he had thus fafely brought iiAo IlisJMajefl 


♦Arrived all Bcforc^ I bid favewcll to the Difeovery,* I muff beg leave to arreff. 
'1 (i.rnes the tlic attention of my readers for a few^itjinutcs, for the purpofe of taking 
»795° ' • ^ ^hort view of the geographical knowledge which had been obtain- 
ed of the earth, previoully to the expedition *vhich I haire had the ho- 
nor to command, and the happinefs of brin^g thus to a conclufipn : 
and alfo to not ice fuch parts of the globe as yet rcauain to be explored to 
make that fpecies of iriformation complete. The cfl'efling a pai(pige into 
the oriental leas round the cape of Good Hope, the difeovery of A tnerica. 
and the opening of a communication between, the dtlantic anrl pacific: 
oceans, by pafling either through the llraits of Magellan, or round the 
iflands lying off" the fouthern extremity of I’ierra del Fuego, engaged 
the minds and utmoff exertions of the moft illuftrious navigators during 
the three laft cefturics. Thcfe enterprizc^s have been duly apprcci^itcd 
and juftly celebrated for the important lights they have thrown t 
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the fciences of geography and nautical aftronomy ; for the improvements 
iiy' have caufed in the arts ; for the c 6 n 0 l^cidJ intercourfc which, by i— 
iheii^ieans, has been opened and cftablilhed with all the maritime parts 
of t* wertd ; and, lallly, for the liappy itfflnoduftion of civilization 
arpongft numerous tribes of our fcllow^creatures. 

^n the firfl attempts to aceomjdifli tliele extenfive objefts’. Great Britain 
took no part ; but no fooner did flic perceive the importance of which 
they were likely to be to her confluence and profperity as a maritime 
llat<’, than her fpirit for lhc_^ attainment of fuch valuable acquifitions to 
fcicnce became rouled. In the courfe of a very few years, no fuch ellen- 
tial benefits have baetf^fccqrcd to mankind, nor hasTo much gcographi- 
rah knowledge beej|||||acquired, as ftnee the commencei^|||^t of discovery 
undertaken, and fucce'fsfully accomplifhed, by the unremitted labours of 
Britifh ‘navigators ; whofe primary confidcrations l\ave been to direft 
theii* inquiries to o1)jc6ls of an ufcful nature, and to inveftigatc and fup- 
port the truth; by a plain narrative of thofe fafls, which foil within 
the fphere of thgir obfervation, rather than to give encouragement, by 
the obtrufion of fjiecious opiinons, to hypothefes, however ingenious. In 
c'onfequente of a flri^«adheren«c to this principle, the geography of the 
earth is now placed bjcyond the influence of co i^ fture, and is deter- 
niincd bv fuch incontrovertible evidence, that the fmall {pacc.s* that yet 
remain unexplored in the pacific or Indian oceans are too IWfignificant 
» become an objecl o( enterprize : there are, howeverjl^arls of the 
coafts, both oT Afia and America, which would yet aflbrd employment 
for the labourers in the fcicncc of d i s c o v e R Y . 

The ^fiatic coafl, fronf the latitude of about 35'' to the latitude of 
52? north is at prefent very ill defined; and the American coafl, from 
abbuLrrrre latitude of .pf foutli, to the fouthern extremity of I'ierra del 
Fuego, is likewife ver'" lilile known; and I ('iitcrtain no doubt, had not 
our late examination on the coafl of North- Weft America, fo delayed 
our return to the fouthern hemifphere, as to prevent my carrying the or- 
ders I had ree‘eivcd into cffeCf, that 1 fliould 4 iaVc derived great fatisfac- 
4ion from'a furvey and invelligaiion of the fliores of that intcrefting 
». niry.1^^ Tf, liowcvcr, hy tliat portion of I Its Majeftys commands, 


which 
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s^r%r: ^ lionor. to execute, it fliall appear ^that a decifion 

i may as juftly now take plad||(|||lh^efpe6ling any navigable commu'nication 
between the waters of the pacific and atlantic oceans, within the Jimits 
of our furvey, as on theH^pothefis which gave as a counterpoife wthe 
globe a foulhern continent, and which the indefatigable diligenceof Cap- 
tain Cook completely fubverted, 1 (hould hope that the purpofe f^ 
which His Majefty commanded the, expedition to be undertaken, will 
not be confidered as having failed for want of zeal or perfeverance, 
though it Ihould hereaftef be found incomplete for want of judgment 
and ability. 

There were few objefts to which I had paid attention, or had 
more fincerely at J^art, than that of obferving conduft, at all 

times, towards th^everal tribes of Indians, with whom we Ihould fre- 
quently meet, as fljpuld prevent the necelTity of our reforting to any 
raeafures that might endanger the lives of a people, whofe real intentions 
were alwys likely to be mifunderftood, from a want 6f knowledge in 
us of their refpeftive dialeHs or languages. After having refided, as it 
were, amongft them for more than two years, without having had the 
lead occafion to fire a ftiOt in anger, I h^cT fondl]j hoped that I Ihould 
have been enabled t^iave completed our refearches in thofe before un- 
trodden legions, witTOUt the lofs of life to a fingle individual belonging 
to the coteries we might yet find it necefiary to vifit. In this my an- 
xioas concell^for the great caufe of humanity I was, however, difaj^ 
pointed. The number of Indians from Traitor’s cove \^^ch fell in the 
unprovoked attack upon our boats, on the 12th of auguft, 1793, could 
not be afeertained ; but, independently of this unfortunate affair, I do 
not know of more than two men who afterwards loft their lives in con- 
fcquence of our expeditions, from the DifeOvery or Chatharir. ‘ Thcfe 
unlucky events did not, however, fail to produce in my mind much 
forrow and regret, from which I could find no relief but in the confo- 
ling refleftion, that nothing but the moft urgent neceffity, for our own 
prefervation, would havt gompelled us to have adopted coercive mea- 
furcs. 
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iTOm the firft moipent of my appointment, to the hour in which I 
refigneti the ftation I had fo long held, health of every individual 
under my command had been my firftcare ; and I had now the unfpeak- 
able Jiappinefs of beholding the lame peribns return on board the Dif- 
covery to the river Shannon, in perfeft health, as had failed with me 
from the river Thames, excepting fuch of the officers as had officially 
been feat home, or had been promoted in the Chatham ; the feventeen 
leamen left at St. Helena, to affift in navigating the Macaflar to Eng- 
land*, and the under-mentioned inllividuals, who were unhappily loft in • Arrived *u 

r r 1 1* • ^ 

ihc coulie ol the expedition. afSovemb. 

John Brown, carpenter’s mate, drowned by accident, in the execu- 
tipn of his duty, off the fduth Foreland, 3d of february, 1791. 

Neil Coil, marine' died of the flux, communicate to the Difeovery, 
at the cape of Good Hope, by an infefted fhip from Batavia, 7th of 
auguft, 1791. 

. Jofeph Murgatroyd, one of the carpenter’s crew% miffing at fea the 
21ft of January’, *1793. 

John Carter, fearnan, poifoned by eating mufcles, in Poifon cove, 15th 
June, 1793. 

Ifaac W’ooden, tlrowmed by accident, in the execution of hjs duty, pfi' 

Wooden's rock, the 24ih of auguft, 1794. 

Richard Jones, drowned by accident, in the execution qf his duty, 
between the port of \’alparaifo and the ifland of St. Helena, 21ft of 
June, 1795. 

By this lift it will appear tliat, from the I5tli of december, in the 
year 1790, to this 13*11 day of feptember, 1795, comprehending a fpace 
of .four years eight months and twenty-nine days, we had loft out of our 
comphnient of one hundred men, only one man by difeafe : and at the 
tifec of our parting with the. Chatham* at St. Helena, ffie had not, in 
the courfe of the whole voyage loft a ftngle man, either in confequence oft. 
of ill health, or from any aceident whatever. 

The unfortunate lofs of thefc five men from the Difeovery pro- 
duced infinite regret, but when I adverted to the very dangerous 

;^rdce^ which we had been fo long employed, and the many perilous 
^tuati54?3*o“' which we had providentially been extricated, with all 
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poGSble adoration, humility, and gratitude, I offered up my unfeigned 
thanks to the Great Disposer of all human e vENf s, for the pro- 
te£lion .which thus, in his unbounded wifdom and goodnefs he had been 
pleafed, on all occahons, to vouchsafe unto us, and wliich had now 
happily reftored us to our country, our families, and our friends. 


END OF THE JOURNAL^ 
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NOTES AND MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 


Since my return to England . I have had feveral converlations with 
Captain Colnett, relative to the capture of his velTel at Nootka, and the 
treatment that himfelf^ officers, and crew, received from the Spaniards 
during the time the)^ remained at that place, and afterwards whilft they 
were prifoners at St. Bias ; from the whole of which it will appear, that 
he had been extremely ill ufed, and that no dependence is to be placed 
bn the accounts given to Sen’’- Quadra, or rnyfelf, by the American com- 
manders, who are ftated to have been eye-witneffes of moft oj the tranf- 
aflions. The ’documents and papers which Captain Colnett has fince 
produced to me, fully prove that the Americans wilfully mifreprefented 
the whole affair, to the prejudice of his charafter, and the intereff of 
flis Britannic Majefly’s fubjefts, engaged in commercial purfuits on* the 
coaft of North Weft America. 

Having been particularly careful to ftate all the important circum- 
flances that came to my knowledge during my negociation with Sen’’ 
Quadra, whether they were fuch as tended to ellablilh the claims, or mi- 
litate againll the pretcnfions, of the Britifh crowm to the territories at 
Nootka. I liavc ihotfght it proper, in addition to what has been already 
related, to give the following brief account of the capture of the Argo- 


naut, as rcjtrekaited to me by Captain Colnett. 

The let t lenient which Captain Colnett had in contemplation to make 
at Nooilva, had been concerted at Macao, in november, 1789, at the 
tunc he emered into copartnerlhip with feveral Englifh gentlemen rcfi- 
do nt at that place. 

C^rrt^occali.m. Captain Colnett made it his particular bufinefs to 
/Te^^iformccl with rclpe6l to the property which thofe gentlemen 
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held in the two veflels, the North-Weft America .and Ephigenia, then 
onMic coaft of Nootka ;• for as to the land, he entertained no dbubt of 
its belonging to Great- Britain, as the fubjetls of that ftate were the fii ft 
European people who had difeovered the country ; and he was further 
well fatisfied, that no other power whatever had a right to dlfpolTefs the 
gentlemen with whom he had engaged, of their property at Nootka, 
becaufe he and they conGdered it to be exclufively their own. The in- 
tention of forming a fettleinent was known to Mr. Hudfon before his 
departure in the Princefs Royal from Macao ; and on his arrival before 
Captain Colnett at Nootka, fuch intention was moft probably communi- 
cated to the Spaniards and the native Indians, tyho appeared to have 
been long in expe6lation of the Argonaut’s arrival, ^nd had referved the 
greateft part of their furs for the purpofe of exchanging them with 
Captain Colnett, for the articles with which, they had learned, his vcllel 
would be freighted. 

Under the ideas which Captain Colnett entertained, that this part of 
the coaft of North-Weft America belonged to Great-Britain, he had no 
fear of entering any of its ports, becaufe he was duly authorized by the 
South-Sea company to trade in thofe feas, and had leave to abfent him- 
felf from His Majefty’s fervice, being at that time a lieutenant in the 
royal navy. As a defence againft. hoftile Indians, the Argonaut had twelve 
carriage guns, befide fwivels and fmall arms ; but not apprehending any 
thing unfriendly from the inhabitants of Nootka, nor having become ac- 
quainted before he left China, that any difference exifted between the 
courts of London and Madrid, when he arrived off Nootka, on the 3d 
of July, 1790, the guns of the Argonaut were dififaounted, and were all 
in the hold of the veffel. 

• About nine o’clock that evening, when at the diftance of about three 
leagues from the entrance into the port, a boat was obferved coming 
towards the Argonaut ; but, as the weather was very hazy, it could not 
be difeovered to what nation it belonged. On being hailed, the perfons 
in her laid upon their oars, and requefted, in Spanilh, permiffion to 
come on board, with which Captain Colnett inftantly compliea.. Gor'n af- 
ter another Spanilh boat, and one belonging to an American ve,^|[ 

'•'-^(oncrfidc^j 
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alongfule his velTel, Und Captain Colnctt now tinderftood that 
were two Spanifh men of war, and an American fhlp and floop, atan- 
chor in Friendly cove. On receiving this infortrfatiori. Captain Colnctt 
helitated for fornc time, whether he fhould, or not, g6 into Friendly 
cp\c : as he had fornc doubts as to the propriety of putting liimfclf un- 
der the command of Spanifh fliips of war. This ohjeftion being made 
known jo Don Martinez, who had arrived in the firft boat, he rcquefled, 
through an interpreter, that Captain Colnctt would, neveithclcfs, afford 
him fornc affiffanec, as the veffels under his command were in great dif- 
trefs for the want of provifions and other neceffaries ; and as he had 
paid fome attention tO AJr. Hudfon, the commander of the Prlncefs 
Rioyal, one of the fpur ycffols under Captain Colnett’s direftlons (as 
would he feen by a letter which he produced to Captain Colfn tt from 
Mr. Iludfbn) Martinez hoped Captain Colnett w’ould not be wanting in 
a return of civility, and intreated him, in the mofl earnefl; manner, to 
enter Friendly cove ; pledging his word of honor, not only as com- 
mander in chief of all the fliips belonging to His Catholic Majefly, on 
the northern coafts of the pacific ocean, but alfo as nephew to t' .e vice- 
roy, and in his capai'ity at Nootka, as the reprefentative of the King 
of .Spain ; that Captain Colnctt fhould he at liberty to depart when- 
*evcr lie might think proper; Don Martinez Rating, at the fame time, 
that he was then at Nootka for the foie purpofe of watching the ope- 
rations and proceedings of the Ruffians. Thefe alfurances induced Cap- 
tain Colnett to confider Don Martinez as an officer of high rank and 
chara6lcr ; and as he did not entertain the mofl diflant idea that any 
falfehood was attempted to be impofed upon him, or that hewrs in the 
leafl danger of being treated by Martinez with duplicity, he fuffered the 
Spanifli launches to tow the Argonaut into port, where fltc did not ar- 
rive until midnight. 

The next morning Don Martinez invited Captain Colnett to breakfafli 
on board the Princiffa, and afterwards accompanied him on his return to 
the Argonaty, where Captain Colnett ordered fuch provifions and flores 
^s hji^lffll^are to be got to hand, gave a lift of them to Don Martinez, 
'^drainiyfiune time, rcqucRed his acceptance of them, with which civility 
" he 
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A^^ppeared to be highly pleafed and thoroughly fadsficd. , Don Marline/. 
hadNioi been long on board the Argonaut befoie he felc61cd X^aptain 
Colneti’s boatfwain freto the reft of' the crew, who being a native oF 
Gibraltar, fpqke the Spanifli language very fluently. After feJme con- 
verfation with this man, Don Martinez demanded him of Captain Cojl, 
nett, as a fubje£l of Flis Catholic Majefty, and as the boatfwain was very 
deflrous of leaving the Argonaut, Captain Colnett remitted the^balauee 
then due from him on account of his wages, and difeharged him fi»m his 
fervice. 'I'his circumftance was by no means a pleafant one to Cap-* 
tain Colnett ; but, as Don Martinez feemed to be extremely anxious to 
obtain the releafe of this man. Captain Colnett did not think it would 
have been prudent to have refifted his applicatioiY His doubts, how- 
ever, of "^he profe/fed fincerity of Don Martinez, became inercaled, by 
his foon difeovering that the Indians declined all fort of trade with the 
Argonaut. This induced him to determine upon leaving Friendly qove 
with all peflible difpatch, and he acquainted Don Martinez that he pur- 
pofed to depart in the courfe of the day. Upon this the Spanifli officer 
offered his launch to affift the Argonaut out of the cove ; and it was at 
thjs time agreed, that the articles with which Captain Colnett coyld fupply 
Don Martinez, fhould be lent to him by the return of the Spanifli launch. 
The promifed airiftance of this boat not arriving fo foon as Captain Col- * 
nett had expc6Ied, he fent one of his mates to Don Martinez, for the pur- 
pofe of reminding him of his engagement, and to procure the launch ; 
but, to his great furprize, inftead of the officer returning \vith tlie Spa- 
nifh boat. Captain Colnett received a inefl'age from Don Martinez, de- 
firing that he would irdfantly repair on board the Princifla, and produce 
his fliip’s papers for his examination. With this requeft Captain Col- 
nett immediately complied, and Don Martinez had fcarcely looked at 
them, before he pofitively afl’ened that they were all forgeries, although 
he did not underfland a Angle word of the language in which they were 
written. With this declaration he threw them on the table, and inhfled 


that the Argonaut ffioultfnot fail from Nootka until he flioinhl think pro- 
per to grant permiffion for her departure. On Captain jxmi^ 

plaining of this breach of promife and good faith, Martinez 
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cabin in an apparent rage, and inftantly difpatched an armed party from 
the deck, who, after knocking Captain Colnett down, arrefted him, ^d 
detained him as a prifoner on board the Princiffa. Don Martinez then 
fent his launch on board the Argonaut ; ftrucIrWie Britilh, and hoifted 
Spanilh, colours ; ordered the Columbia, an American fhip, to fire into 
file Argonaut if flie attempted to unmoor ; made the officers prifoners, 
and put the crew into irons. After this the vcflel was unloaded, and 
every individual was robbed of fuch parts of his private property as was 
chofen by the Spaniards. In this fituation the Argonaut, officers, and 
crew, remained for ten days, when the Princefs Royal appeared in the 
offing ; and on Mr. Hudfon, her commander, being perceived by Mar- 
tinez to be coming near to the fhore in his boat, he fent out his launch 
armed, feized the boait, and brought Mr. Hudfon on board the Princiffa, 
where a letter was prepared for him to fign, ordering the officer, whom 
he had left .in charge of his veffel, to deliver her up without any refift- 
ang^. At the yard-arm was rove a rope, with which Mr. Hudfon was 
threatened to be hanged, if he declined figning the letter, or if*^ the floop 
under his command fhould fire at the launch then ready to carry the 
propofed letter, and which, under thefe circumflances, he was compel- 
led to figh on board the Princiffa. 

From the 5ih to the 14th of July, 1790, arrangements wene making 
on board the Argonaut for the confinement of the officers and crew eJur- 
ing their paffage from Nootka to St. Bias, whither Captain Colnett was 
given to undcrfland they would be fent as prifoners. 

The treatment which Captain Colnett received whilfl;- on board the 
I’rincilfa had nearly proved fatal to him ; he was feized with a violent 
ti:vcr, attended with a delirium, which did not abate until he was re- 
moved on board his own veffel ; here he was made a clofe prifoner, 
and confined to the mate’s cabin, a place not fix feet fquare. Such 
parts of the Argonaut’s cargo as Martinez thought proper to rejeft, 
were returned into the veffel again, and all the officers, and fixteen of 
the crew, who were Britilh fubje6ls, were, on the 14th of July, fent in 
the Arirc^i^a^ under confinement from Nootka to St. Bias. 

Notwithffanding 
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Notwithftanding the great diflindlion "with which it had been rcpre- 
ferkgd to Sen'- Quadra, and urged by him to me. Captain Coluctt had 
been received on his ^rrival at this port, and -w'hich he does not deny, 
in point of treatment,^ was infinitely better than he had experienced 
during the time he was under the pow^er and diredions of Martinez ; 
yet the remainder of his cargo, ftorcs and provifions, was taken froi\i 
out of his velfel at St. Bias, and a part only of the former was after- 
wards reftored, whilft the wages of the Spanilh navy that were? paid to 
him, for himlelf, officers, and crew, were nearly counterbalanced by the 
heavy expences brought againft his ftiip’s company during the time of 
their captivity, for their maintenance, medical and other affiffance. 

The hardfliips which were endujud, accoiding to Captain Colnett’s 
rep refen tation, by himfelf, his officers, and the ft.-^teen Britifh feamcn, 
during a paflage of thirty-two days to St. Bias, arc not to be deferibed ; 
but as a detail of thefe circumftances would lead me into extraneous mat- 
ter, unepnnefted with the obje£I (the ceflion of the territories at Ni\ot- 
ka) which made a ftatement of Captain Colnett’s tranfaftions in Friendly 
cove neceffiuy in the former part of my journal, I fliall forbear to men- 
tion any thing on that head, and only infert a palfage, tranllatcd from 
the Spanifli paffport, granted by the viceroy of Mexico t6 Captain 
Colnett, at the time of the reftoratiou of his velfel, and his liberation . 
from the Spanifli territories in America ; by which it will appear, that 
although Don Eftevan Martinez had no efpecial dirc6lions to capture 
cither the Argonaut, Princefs Royal, or any other Britifli fliip, yet all 
velTels not belonging to His Catholic Majelly, might have been retain- 
ed at Nootka as good and lawful prizes : this wiH ncccfl'arily leave the 
reader in fome doubt as to the means that were purfued by the Ameri- 
can traders then at Nootka, to preferve the privileges which they feem 
to have enjoyed ; and I fliall conclude this relation of the bufinefs from 
the teftimony of Captain Colnett, by briefly Rating how he conduflcd 
himfelf, on receiving a fubfequent paRport from the viceroy of Mexico, 

“The condu6l of this officer” (Don ERevan Jofe Martinez) “was 
founded on laws and royal orders, which not only do al)fol_ 4 ,''^y pro- 
hibit the ncgociation, cRablifhmcnt, and commerce, of oit**ou^ 

1 .1 coa^K 
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coafts of the fouth feas of both Americas ; but ordain alfo, tliat they the 
faid alidns, fhall be looked upon and treated as* declared enemies, vfth- 
out its being underftood to be a breach of the good faith, or contrary 
to the treaties of peace ; for in that concludecTin the year 1 760, and 
^confirmed in the fecond article of that in 1763, the arrival of all alien 
velTcls, or their introdu6lion, palTage, or commerce on the faid coafts, 
are completely prohibited. 

“ Under thefe circumftances, agreed to by the treating parties, and 
.pofitive declarations of the court of Spain, the veffels Argonaut and 
Princcfs Royal might have been retained as good and lawful prizes ; but, 
being defirous to preferve that harmony which at prtfent exifts between 
our court and that of Ldndon, and confidering alfo tliat the fovereigns 
of both kingdoms will, upon reafonable and juft terms, amicably agree 
to the reftoration of the faid veffels, I grant a free and fafe paflport to 
thcjr captains James Colnett and Thomas Hudfon, that they may pro- 
ceed to Macao, or fail to any other place they may choofc, with the ex- 
prefs prohibition that they fhall not put into any .port or bay of our 
coafts without fome very preffing neceftity, or eftablifh themfelves 
there, or trade in them with the Indians, becaufe they may do this in 
other places or iflands not the dominions of His Catholic Majefty.” 

After Captain Colnett had received this palTport, he petitioned the 
viceroy that he might be permitted to difpofe of the remaining past of 
his cargo on the coaft of North Weft America, but this was po- 
fitivcly refufed by the viceroy, who ftated that he was bound to give 
that preference to the fubjefts of His Catholic Majefty. Notwithftanding 
that he did not grant* Captain Colnett this indulgence, he tranfmitted to 
him another palfport, in which Captain Colnett was direfted to pro- 
cced to Nooika, with orders to the commanding officer there, to 
deliver up the Princefs Royal, which velfel had been direfled to repair 
to that port, after having been fome months employed in the Spanifli 
fervicc. On Captain Colnctt’s return to Nootka he did not find the 
Princt'fs Royal there, tior could he learn any hidings of her deftination, 
and t^ :;\"firfrc he made the bell of his way from Nootka to Macao, agree- 
V 01,. ill. 3 ^ 
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aJbly to the injunftions contained in the fecond paflport jfrom the vice- 
ro}^of Mexico, 

In the year 1792, th^fnr trade, between the north-weft coaft of Ame- 
rica and China, gave employment to upwards of t\vcnty fail' of ftiips 
and veffels, whofc names, and the countries to which they belong, I. 
have thought proper to infert, for the purpofe of flicvnng that my opi- 
nions, refpefting the value of this ti;ade, were not only founded upoi; 
obfervation, but confirmed by the pra6licc of fevcral European .ftates. 


and adventurers from the Afiatic, 
Ships And veiTels. 

Ship Butterworth, - - - 

Sloop Le Boo, - - - 

Cutter Jackal, - - - 

Brig Three Brothers, 

Schooner Prince William Henry, 
Ship Jenn^, . - . - 

Brig Halcyon, - - • - 

Brig Venus, - - - 

Snow — — - - - - 

Brig • — T - - - - 

Brig . - - - 

Ship Columbia, - 

Sloop Adventure, - - - 

(Built at Clayoquot, tender to the Columbia) 

Ship Jefferfon, - - _ 

Brig Hope, - - - 

Brig Hancock, . . - 

Brig Wafhington, - - - 

Ship Margaret, - - - 

Ship Ephigenia, - - . 

Brig Fenis and St, Jofeph, 

Ship ■ . - . - 


Chinel’e, and American ftiores. 

Commanders* To what country bclongin 

Brown, 1 

I- 

London. 

Sharp, 

m 

f ditto. 

Stewart, 


ditto. 

Alder, 


ditto. 

Ewen, 

«r 

ditto. 

Baker, 

- 

Briftol. 

Barclay, 


Bengal. 

Shepherd, 

- 

ditto. 

Moor, 

- 

Canton. 

Coftidge, 

- 

ditto. 

Barnett, 

- 

ditto. 

Gray, 

- 

Bofton, America. 

1 Hafwell, 

- 

ditto. 

Roberts, 

- 

, ditto. 

Ingraham, 

- 

ditto. 

Crowell, 

w 

ditto. 

Kendrick, 

m 

ditto. 

Magic, 

m 

New York. 

Viana, 

- 

Portugal. 

Andrede, 

- 

ditto. 

Unknown, 

• 

France. 


"’B^ide - 
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Bcllde thcl'e, the ycflels already mentioned in my journal, belonging 
to His'Cathofic Majefty, frequently reported to the port of Nootka. / 
When fuch a fpirit for enterprize as this, is thus manifclled by the 
people of fo many different nations, and direfcl^ from all quarters of the 
globe to thcTe fhorcs, there can remain no more doubt, with rel'peft to 
the co\nmercial advantages which are likely to be attendanr on fuch fpe- 
culations, than that many unjufl proceedings will take place amoogfl 
the fev*eral perfons concerned, who, in the avidity for promoting their 
relpcliivc intcrefts, become competitors for the commodity of which cacli 
is in purfuit, and dellroy the general benefits which, under wife and good 
regulations would refult to all. A retrofpeftive view ol thefe circum- 
flances, and the behavioyir of Sen'^ Quadra, in 'the negot iation which, 
with him, 1 had thq honor to condutf refpefting the celfion of the terri- 
tories at Nootka to the crown of Grcat-Britain ; will ferve to fliew 
in what an important point of view the court of Spain beholds her 
ji^terclls in this valuable country, and what alfo are the commercial 
advantages that mofl probably would accrue to the adventtrers on the 
coaR, were their dealings properly reflraincd, and their general conduct 
wifely regulated. 

AlthtJugh we did not meet with any Rullian vcffcls at Nootka, yet I 
am clearly of opinion the people of that nation are more, likely than 
thofe of any other to fucceed in procuring furs, and the other valuable 
commodities, from thefe fhores, wuh which a moll beneficial trade might 
be cflablifhed between North- Well America, Japan, and the northern 
parts of China. Of this I was well perfuaded, from the accounts I re- 
ceived from Smylolf, and from my own obfervaiions on the general 
condud of the Ruffians towards the Indians, in the feveral places where 
‘we found them under their controul and direclion. Had the nadves 
about the Ruffian cflablilhrnents in CookV inlet, and Prince W iliiam s 
found been oppred'ed, dealt hardly by, or treated by the Rutfians as a 
contjuered people, fome uneafinefs amongfl them would have been per- 
ceived, fome defire for emancipation would jiave been difeovered ; but 
no fuch diruofition appeared, they feemed to be held in no reflraiut. new 

g s 2 ai'-i 
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did they feem to wifh, on any occafion wliatever, to elude the vigilance 
of their direftors. For fome of our commodities that were valuable 
to them, they would offer their furs in exchange ; but in no inllance 
did they propofe any thi^ of the kind to falc to the difadvantage of their 
employers. The Ruffians, moil likely, unable to reduce the inhabitants 
of the infular country to the fouth-caffward from Crofs found, have pro* 
ferfcd to fit down amongfl thofc to the weflward ; where, from the corn- 
pa6lnefs of the coaft, and the lofty impaffable mountains which apfproacli 
the fea fhore, the natives are rcflrained from indulging in the wandering 
life to which their more eaflern neighbours arc accufloincd, and who 
being a much more warlike race, may poffibly have been found by the 

Ruffians to be lefs traftable. t 

Notwithflanding that our furvey of the coafl of North- Wefl Ameri- 
ca has afforded to our minds the mofl fatisfatlory proof that no naviga- 
ble communication whatever exifls between the north pacific and north 
atlantic oceans, from the 30th to the 56th degree of north latitude, nor 
between thb waters of the pacific, nor any oC the lakes or rivers in the 
interior part of the continent of North America ; yet, as it is very diffi- 
cult to undeceive, and more fo to convince the human mind, when pre- 
pofieffed of long-adppted notions, however crroncoufly they nlay have 
been founjled, and efpeciaJHy when circumflances may be reforted to 
which have the appearance of being capable of furnifliing new inaticr for 
■ ingenious fpeculative opinions, it may not be improper to date, that 
♦Kowapofl although, from unavoidable circumflances, Mr. Broughton* was com- 
thl' Klyar pellcd, in his examination of Columbia river, to dcfifl from atteinjjting 
"•''■y- to afeertain the navigable extent of the fevcial finaU branches which fall 
into that river, yet that gentleman was thoroughly convinced, from the 
view he had obtained of each, and the circumflances attendant on theni 
all, that no one of tliofe branches admitted of any navigable communi- 
cation whatever with the interior country. 

With refpeft to the ancient difeoveries of Dc Fuca, they appear to 
be upheld by tradition alone, and ought therefore to be received with 
ffreat latitude, and to be credited with ftill more caution. A celebrated 

writer 
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writer on geography* appears to have been perfeaiy convinced that this * See nai- 
r)ral tcttiinony was correa» although he candidly acknowledges that llm forp,«- 
We have no other than verbal report of Dc Fya’s difeovery ; he com- 
inunicatcd the information to Mr. Lock at V<*nfce, and offered to per- 
Tgrin a voyage,” I prcfuinc, for the further exploring of thofe regions, 

‘•■on condition of having payment of the great Ioffes l)e had fullained, to 
the value of fixty thouiand ducats^ when captured bv Sir Thomas Ca- 
vendilh'in the fouth feas. John De Fuca, the Greek pilot, in 1592, 

Jiiiled into a broad inlet, between the 47“th and which led him 

into a far broader fea, wherein he failed above t^Yenly daws, there be- 
ing at the entrance on the north-weft coaft, a great head land or ifland, 

with an exceeding high Ipinnacle or fpired rock, like a pillar, there- 
upon.” » 

This is the whole that can be collefted from the information of this 
fuppofed navigator ; which Mr. Dalrymple fays exaftiy correfponds with 
the difcoverics of the Spaniards, who “ have recently found an entrance 
in the latitude oft^y® 45' north, which in twenty-feven days’ courfe brought 
them to the vicinity of Hudfon’s bay.” On making inquiries of the 
Spanlfli oflicers attached to the commiftion of Sen''- Melafpina, as alfo of 
Sen'^* Ouatlra, and feveral of the officers under his orders, who, for fome 
. time pall, had been employed in fuch refearches refpefting fb impor- 
tant a circum (lance, I was given to underlland by them all, that ‘my 
communication was the firft intelligence they had ever received of fuch 
difcoverics having been made ; and as to the navigators De Fuca, De 
Fontc, and others, thefe gentlemen expefted to have derived intelligence 
of them from us, fuppofing, from the Englifh publications, that we were 
belter acquainted with their achievements than any part of the Spanifii 
nation. A commander of one of the trading veffels, met with fuch a 
pinnacle rock in tlic latitude of 47® 47', but unluckily there was no 
opening near it, to identify it being the fame which the Greek pilot had 
feen ; but this circumftance can cafily be difpenfed with, for the fake of 
fnpporting an hypolhefis, only by fuppofing the opening to be luither 
to the northward. That fuch a rock might have been feen in that lati- 

rtidc is not to be queftiotjed, becaufe we faw numbers of them, and it is 

well 
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well known, that not only on the coaft of North-Weft America, but 
on various other coafts of the earth, fuch pinnacle rocks are f»und to 
exift. 

On thefe grounds, ana on thefe alone, ftands the ancient autliority for 
the difcoverics of John De Euca; and however erroneous they may be, 
fi'om to have been acknowledged by moft of the recent vifitors to tliis 
coaft. who as well as rayfelf, (as is too frequently and injudicioufly the 
cafe,J have been led to follow the flream of the current report. ‘ By iny 
having continued the name of De Fuca in my journal and charts, a tacit 
acknowledgment of his difcoverics may polfibly, on my part, be inferred ; 
this however I muft pofitively.deny, becaufe there has not been feen one 
leading feature to fubftantiate his tradition : ion the contrary, the lea 
coaft under the parallels between which this oj)ening is faid to have 
exifted, is compa6l and impenetrable ; the ftiores of the continent have 
not any opening whatever, that bears the leaft fimilitude to the cleft ri|>- 
tion of DeFuca’s entrance; and the opening w'hich I have called the 
fuppofed Jlraits of Juan de Fuca, inftcad of being between the 47th and 
48th degrees, is between the 48th and 49th degrees of north latitude, 
and leads not into a far broader lea or mediterranean ocean. The error, 
however, of a degree in latitude may, by the advocates for De Fuca s 
merits, be eafily reconciled, by the ignorance in thofe days, or in the 
intorreflnefs in making fuch common aftronornical obfcrvalions ; yet w’c 
do not find that Sir Francis Drake, who failed before Dc Fuca, was lia- 
ble to fuch miftakes. 

The difcoverics of the Portuguefe or Spanifti admiral De Fonte, De 
Fonta, orDeFuentes, appear to be equally liable to objeftions, as thofe 
faid to have been made by De Fuca. Little reliance, I truft, wnll here- 
after be placed on that publication of De Fonta’s account,* wherein it is 
Hated that “ He failed 260 leagues in crooked channels, amongft iflands, 
named the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and on the 14th of June 1640, 
he came to a river which he named Rio de los Reyes, in 53° of north 
latitude ; he went up it* to the north-eaftward 60 leagues ; it was frefti 
20 leagues from the mouth, the tide rifing 24 feet, the depth not Icfs 
than 4 or 5 fathoms at low water all the way into lake Belle, which he 
\ entered 
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entered the 22d of june ; in this lake there was generally 6 or 7 fathoms; 
and at a particular time of tide there is a fall in the lake ; that from a 
good port flieltered by an ifland on the fouth fid^f lak(^ Belle, De Fonta 
on the ift of July failed in his boats to a river which he named Parmeiv- 
‘^rk'f.s ; that he paffed eight falls, in all thirt^^two feet perpendicular, from 
if): fource in lake Belle, into a large lake which he reached the 6th of 
July. 1 his lake he named De Fopte; it is 160 leagues long, and 60 
broad^ lying r,. n. e. and w. s.w, in length, having in fome places 60 
Xathonis depth, abounding with cod and ling.’’ 

It is here nccelfary to interrupt the thread of De Fonta’s curious nar 
rativc for a moment, in order, if poflible, to reconcile the nature of his 
vpyage with his flatemcnuof faffs. After his arrival in Riodc los Reyes, 
he failed in his fhip 60 leagues to lake Belle ; /jo leagues of this diflance 
were frefh water ; and then in his boats, through that lake and the river 
Parhterrfters ; where, after palling eight falls he arrived in lake de 
Fonte, which he finds abounding with cod and ling; but the extent of 
lake Belle is notf mentioned, nor •whether the water in lake de Fonte was 
frefii or fait, though from common reafoning, it is natural to conclude, 
that fince the water in Rio de los Reyes was frelh at the diflance of 40 
leagues from the lake whence the river derives its origin, that the water 
• in lake De Fonte, where cod and ling are faid to abound, mtffl: be frefh 
alfo. But to return to the narrative. Lake de Fonte contained “ feve- 
ral very large iflands, and ten fmall ones : from the e. n. e. extremity of 
this lake, which he left the 14th of July, he palled in ten hours with a 
frefli wind and whole ebb a lake, which he named Strait Ronquillo, 34 
leagues long, and 2 efr 3 broad, with 20, to 26 and 28 fathoms depth. 
On the 17th he came to an Indian town, svhere he learnt there was a 
fliip in the neighbourhood ; to this fhip he failed, and found on board 
only one man advanced in years and a youth ; the man was the greateft 
in the mechanical part of mathematicks he had ever feen : he learnt they 
were from Bofton in New England, the owner named Gibbons, who was 
major general of Maltachufett’s, and the whole fhip’s company came on 
the 30th of July. On the 6th of augufl De Fonta made the owner fome 
valuable prefents, and took fome provifions from them, and gave Cap- 
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tain Shapely, the commander of the veffel, one thoufand pieces of eight 
for his fine charts and journals. On the iith of auguft De Fohta ar- 
rived at the firft fall in the river Parmentiers, and on the i6th on boar<l 
his (hip in lake Belle.” 

The extenfive archipelago in which De Fonta had failed through- 
crooked channels 260 leagu^ ; the river navigable for {hipping thdjt 
flowed into it, up which he had faile4 in his fhip 60 leagues ; the water 
becoming fre(h after he had entered and pafied in it 20 leagues ; its 
communicating by other lakes and rivers with a paffage, in which a fhip 
had arrived from Bofion in New England ; are all fo circumflantially 
particularized, as to give the account, at firft fight, an air of probability, 
and on examination, had it been found reafonably connefted together, 
which is by no means the cafe; a trifling difference ■ in point of deferip- 
tion or fituation would have been pardoned. 

The Rip de los Reyes Mr. Dalrymple ftates (according to the Spaftifh 
geographers, under the authority of which nation De Fonta is faid to 
have failed) to be in the 43d ; according to the Englifh fn the 53d ; and 
according to the French, in the 63d degree of north latitude, on the 
weftern coaft of North America. If it be necelTary to make allowance 
for the ignorance of De Fonta, or the errors in his oblervations, any 
other parallel along the coaft may be affigned with equal correftnefs. 

Under the 43d parallel of north latitude on this coaft, no fuch archi- 
pelago nor river does exift; but between the 47th and 57th degrees of 
north latitude, there is an archipelago compofed of innumerable iflands, 
and crooked channels ; yet the evidence of a navigable river flowing into 
it, is ftill wanting to prove its identity ; and as the‘ fcrupulous exa6lnefs 
with which our furvey of .the continental ftiore has been made within 
thefe limits, precludes the poffibility of fuch a river having been pafl'ed 
unnoticed by us, ’as that deferibed to be of Rio de los Reyes, I remain in 
full confidence, that fome credit will hereafter be given to tlic lellimonv 
rcfulting from our refearches, and that the plain truth undilguiled, witli 
which our labours have been reprefented, will be juftly appreciated, in 
refutation of ancient unfuppqrtcd traditions. 

I do 
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I do not, hoVever, mean pofitiv^Iy t6 deny th? difcoveries of De Fonta, 

I only wifti to inveftigate the fa6l,' and to ai^rtain the truth ; and I am 
content with having ufed my endeavours to prave their improbability as 
.publiflied to the world. The broken region which fo long occupied our 
attention, cannot poflibly be the archipela|;© of St. Lazarus, fmce the 
principal feature by which the identity of that archipelago could be ^oved 
is that of a navigable river for (hipping flowing into it, and tl.is cer- 
tainly Hoes not exift in that archipelago which has taken us fo much 
time to explore ; hence the fituatioh cannot be .the fame, and for 
that reafon I have not affixed, the nanie of De Fohta, De Fonte, or Fuentes 
to any part of thofe regions. It is however to be rfemcmbered, that our 
geography of the whole coaft of North Weft Attierica is not yet coni'- 
plete, and that the French navigatbrs, who Have tofai the archipelago 
of St.J-aaarus to be in the 63d di^ree of rtprth. latitude, may yet not 
be in an. error. 

The ftupendoivs barrier mountains certainly do not leem tcf extend in 
fo lofty and connefted a range to the northward of the head of Cook’s 
inlet, as to the fputh-eaftward of that ftation ; and itis.poflible that in 
this part, the chain of mountains may admit of a communication with 
.the eaftern country, which feems to be almoft impra^icable further to 
the fouthward. In this»conje£lure we are foniewhat warranted by ' 
fimilarity obferved in the race of people inhabiting the Ihores of Hud- 
Ton’s bay and thofe to the northward of North Weft America; 

In all the parts of the conrinent ph which we landed, wfe nowhere 
found any roads or paths through the wo^s, indicating the Indians on 
the coaft having any intercouffe with the hitives of the interior part of 
the country, nor were there any articles of the Canadian Or Hudfon’s 
bay traders found amongft the people with whom we met on any part 
of the continent or external fea fliores of this extenlive country. 
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VOL. I. 

Unc 24, for Cancer trad Capricorn, 

3, for reave read reef. 

a?. /i>r reaved read reefed. . 

*5> where by read wlicrcby. 

14, Jor gunnels read gunnett;, 

4, for 29® 90' read 29>ft- 90. 
for 30** 50' read 30*a- 50. 

27, their the, 

*99 f^ inflammatory nod inflammable, 

5, after notinfert be, 

27, for verc read veer. 

*3> f^^ Terra del Fuego read Tierra del Fuego throughout the work, 
ti for hart K.s.by e, to e.n.e, read bore from m.e, by e* and fo in all other 
ftmilar tnfUnces, ‘ 

23, deU 28®. 

6^ for fiuid read fl|iidy« ^ 

*3» before little infert a, 

02, before vnsin/ittht^ 

^9? for ^otztove read Poatatou. 

30, bfore Tawing infiri and* 

V plank injert : 

а, for Ercoci read Ereeoi, 

б, for pleafant read unplea&nt, 

3, for end read ends. 

1 1 , Jot Balabola read Bolabola. 

32, for antifeeptiCs read antifeptics, 

24, before on infert him. 

28, dek the . efter tran&flions, 

20, for from read to. 

1 8, for Errooe read Ereeoi, 

31, for Ereeoe read Ereeoi, 

16, for Onchow reod.Onehow throughout the work, 

M* Macoa read Macao. 

3^9 neceflity ft€id confidence, 

*39 f<^ cbleftan* read chidtains, 

20, for 235® 4 1^45^' read 235* 41^30". 

*49 for probablv read pofEbly, 
t8, for out read our. ♦ 

29, for Mr. Mears rfod Mr, Meares whenever the name occurs, 

1 , efter at infert a, 

10, for (lad read had. 

30, for fat read let. 

27, <Jter invitation infert from us, 

2, for fat read fet. 

31, ditto ditto, 

29, for would read might. 

14, for was read were. 

*59 f^ thought read through, 

22, for centry read fentry, 

1 3, before progrefs infert flow. 

23, efter was infert green and. 

31, for water-fall read water-falls, 
a a, if ter to irfert the, 

20, for induced me read 1 was induced, 

17, Melafpina redd Malafpina, 
le, dtk ihat-^uto ditto. 
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for Gccenwich read Grccnwic!'. 

Jor clothe read clothes. 

Jor fat read <rt. 
for hrcs read fires. 
for lor read for. 
for warcr read water. 
for com pole read compofes. 
for to reftrain read from refiraining. 
iiifert , after leagues. 
dfle reuciered. 
znfert a after through. 

and read which. 
infert in after fituation. 
for near read nearly. 

Jor Addenbrook read Addenbrooke* 
for 51 ° S'.' read 50® 5-5'. 

Jor feint read fiiint. 
ifjert even after that. 

Joy ronfiftent read confidently. 
for itb read it. 
injert afterwards before to. 

Jor canvas read can vais throughout the work. 
Jor /^' read 4 miles. 

injert 5 ajter s. 61 w^—Jor and is read it is. 
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infert an before extraordinary. 
injert who before Iccn. 

Jor irritating read imitating. 
for floated read flooded. 
infert they before 'were- 
Jor rendered it read permitted it to be. 

Jor mark read marks, 
injert which is before eafily. 

Jor Karakakooo read Karakakooa. 
infert after heard. 
injert which after Icalcs. 

Jot a cheerful degree of Ipirits read a degree of checrfuVJpirit;:> 
infert an Before error, 
dele 

deU about. 

infert a before diflance. 
for in read 

jerr a point read point. 

Jor has read had. 
deU vet. 

for a u guff read (eptember. 
for ICampfchatka read Kamfchatka 
infert it after think. 

Jor Argucllo read Arnllaga. 
for ingenuity read ingcnuoulijcfs. 
for render read ‘tenders. 
for coronadocs read coronados. 

ditto ditto. 

for was read were. 
infert the after to be. 
injert and after entrance* 
for give Tt€td gives. 
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Line 4, infert wind after tra(|G. 

8O4 d^le the. 

9, for lubterranean read Tub terraneous. , 

14^ Jbr dictated read induced. 

32, infert with after met. 

29, /or a read an. 

a8, 3 1 f for centinel read fentincl throughout the work* 
.18, infert as before to. 

1 o, for to me read by me. 

5, dele had. 

A 3) ir/ert attended with e/ter but* 

9, for a read an. 

7, for armour read armoury* 

30, for he read the. 

1, for in read between. 

6, for of our read from our. 

4 > 9 » ' 4 . f^^ Woodhoufe read Wodchoufe. 

1 2, infert with after fer\'cd. 

1, 12, 17, for Napean read Nepean. 

17, for to the ocean read towards the 
11, for Napean read Nepean, 
lad line, for equinoxial read equino£lial* 

7, deU again. 

j, for the Chatham read her# 

6, dele the * in PrefkUo’s* 

27, for it read he. 

2, for forwardin read forwardings 
5, for bonitoS read bonittos. 

3, for near read nearly. 

23, for ferns read fern. 

t2, infert fpccics former. 

28, for witn read without. 

14, for Dominician read Dominican* 

20, for unweared read unwearied. 

24, for Indico read Indigo. 

fo"^ maintopfail read maintopfails* 

13, for had read I had, 

15, for view read light. 

4, for kind to fale read kind for fale* 

21, deU in. 








